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CONCERNING REPRINTS. 

(,a»Hiniud fram vol. vi., p. 18B.) 
Bavaria. — Of thia country's atamps no re- 
prints are knowu, thongh for our own part, 
we feel much inclined to question the 
Originality of the unused specimens of the 
1 kr. black, whicb are offered at a low price 
by most dealers. It k now eighteen years 
ago since this stamp, after a currency of 
seven months only, was superseded ; and we 
can hardly believe that the remainder over 
■was so large (is to permit of the sale of 
originals at this date at two or three shillings 
a piece. For onrselves, we shonid prefer a 
used specimen of thia stamp as more 
valuable than an unused. 

The second series remained in use for a 
considerable time, and of two of the lower 
valnes we have recently seen entire sheets, 
undoubtedly originals. That the necessity 
should not yet have arisen for reprinting 
either this, or the succeeding series, which 
went out in '67, is not surprising. 

Belgium, — Accepting the dictum of Mr. 
Pemberton, we chronicle as in existence re- 
print copies of the first series, distinguished 
from the originals by the Absence of the 
watermark of interlaced l.'s ; adding, on the 
same authority, that they are so rare as to be 
almost equal in value to the originals. Wo 
could wish, in the interest of collectors 
generally, that these reprihts wci^ a littla 
more plentiful, for the obliterated copies of 
this type, with which the majority of albums 
fire furnished, are, as a rule, terribly un- 
sightly. 

Bergedobf. — The two ten-day stamps — 
the 5 and 3 schg. black imp. — have been 
reprinted ; the copies came out about the 
middle of the year 1867. The 3 schg. is 
impressed on the paper of the (lately) cur- 



rent type, and both are easily distingnishable 
by the brightness of their colours and 
general newness of appearance. 

Brunswick. — We know of no reprints of 
any of the stamps for this country ; the 
earlier issues are of considerable rarity. 

'Bremkk. — Denmabe. — Of the stamps of 
these states also no reprints have been made. 

Finland. — The stamps of this country 
iui-nish subjects for the fliost earnest study 
to collectors. They cannot appropriately 
be dismissed In a paragraph, and the limits 
of the present article forbid our enlarging 
upon them now j we therefore purpose 
shortly giving a detailed history of them, 
including therein an account of both origi- 
nals and reprints. It will suffice for the 
present if we repeat Mr. Pemberton's recipe 
for distinguishing between the two classes, 
as given in The Fkilaldiat for Dec, 1867: 

"Original pokto aiEMPEL [envelopes] have 
39 lines in shield, exclusive of the outer line 
of shield." 

" Original oval (1856) have 26 lines, and 
the point of sword comes between the ninth 
and tenth lines." * 

" Reprint poeto stbmpel have 37 lines in 
shield." 

" Reprint oval (1856) 26 lines at top, 25 
at bottom of shield, and the point of sword 
comes between the eighth and ninth lines." 

France. — All the values issued under tho 
republic, the two presidency stamps, and tho 
25 c. and 1 fr. empire have been reprinted. 
The re-impressions took place in 1862, and 
were made by order of the government. 
Although the plates used were the same, 
there need be little fear of confonnding the 
copies with the originals. The paper, in tho 
first place, differs in tint; that of the old 
stamps is slightly toned, and some of the 
values, moreover, are a little tinged with the 
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coloor of the impression ; in short, it has what 
we mfty term a mellow look, in part, perhaps, 
due to age, whilst that of the reprints is 
white, with bnt a very faint tinge or tone. 
Bat the colours alone amply distingaish the 
reprints, they are all of them lighter, and 
less pure. The originals are as follows; 10 
c, very dart yellowish-bistre ; 15 c, deep 
rich green ; 20 c, black ; 25 c, deep bright 
blue ; 40 c, bright rich vermilion ; 1 fr., ver- 
milion, dark red, red-brown, carmine ; whilst 
the reprints are : 10 c. clear yellowish bistre ; 
15 c, bright green ; 20 c, black (on very 
white paper) ; 25 c, sky-blue ; 40 c, pale 
yellowish vermilion ; 1 fr., carmine-red. In 
fact, the colours UKed were, as nearly as 
possible, those employed at the date of fabri- 
cation of the reprints, in the manufacture 
of the current stamps for the empire. 

That no attempt was made to reprint the 
Vermilion 1 franc, seems surprising ; we are 
tempted to assume that the reprinters were, 
in their way, advocates for one of a value ; 
but then we find they actually went out of 
their way to make a 20 c. blue republic, in 
addition to the black. This must have been 
purely by error, but how to account for this 
20 c. blue, otherwise than by considering it 
an essay, has puzzled many collectors, and 
not a few may regret to hear that it is not 
entitled to range even with essays, but must 
be degraded to the pariah rank of a fancy 
stamp. 

The presidency reprints are coloured res- 
pectively bright yellowish bistre (10 c.) and 
sky-blue (25 c), and the 25 c. empire reprint 
is likewise sky-blue, the 1 fr. becoming, hke 
its republican companion, carmine-red. 

Mr. PembertoD states that the reprint 25 c. 
presidency is issued obliterated with square 
dots. We have in our own possession a copy 
heavily marked in this manner ; its shade 
entirely agrees with that of our unperforated 
20 c. empire. 

Hambdi!G. — As yet no reprints exist of the 
stamps for this city, but the want, if want it 
be, is likely, we imagine, to be supplied ere 
long, now that the entire series has passed 
into the regioii of the obsolete. As time 
goes on, the imperforate set will become of 
considerable rarity, and then, no donbt, 
through some mysterious agency, will the 



reprint series he launched on the market, to 
be followed by the perforated set, and the 
envelopes, in due sequence. 

Hanovsr. — The first two series have been 
reprinted, bnt the reprints have white gum 
on the back, in lien of rose, as in the 
originals. The second series (1S5G) has 
also been reprinted on paper with a very 
fine network, as also the 3 pf, rose. The 
only original with this fine network is 
the 1-lOth thaler, of which obhterated speci- 
mens are in existence, all the other valnea 
belong to the " fancy " class, and are worth 
nothing, except to such as take an interest 
in that class. The old Bestellgeld envelopes, 
design trefoil and poathorn, has also been 
copied, but here again gum turns detective, 
or rather becomes itself the faulty point. 
The reprinters have struck the impressions, 
not on envelopes, but on slips of paper," and 
with the same blindness to the proprieties 
which led to the emission of the old Gnianas, 
perforated, have gummed the paper. Our 
Yankee friends, after noticing this peculi- 
arity, wonld probably add, ii((/ ecd, or in 
plain English, enough said, and our readers 
will appreciate the observation. 
{To be cnntinvtd.) 



LIST OF STAMPS FIRST NOTICED 
IN THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S 
MAGAZINE FOR 1868. 
This list comprises only well-authenticated 
stamps issued under government sanction, 
in the various countries to which they 
belong. 

Same design as issue of li62. Col. imp.; 
rect. perf. 
One penny vermilion. ■ 

f fee Ijjtis. 

Current series of Portugal, with the word 
ACORES surcharged in black ink, 
crossing the centre of the stamp. 
Col. imp. ; rect. 

5 reis black, perf. 
10 „ yellow, perf. 
20 „ yellow-ochre. 
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50 


re is green. 






100 


„ lilac. 






120 


„ blue, perf. 




Device 


of issn 


B of 1862-4, but with both 




sides 


tiBcribed freimabke, a 


nd the 




word 


KREnzEB abbreviated 


to KR. 




Col. i 


up. ; rect. perf. 






1 k 


reuzer green. 






7 


„ dnil blue. 

labatiL 




Design 


of JBsn 


of 1867. Col. imp. ; 


rcet. 




6 kreuzer stone. 






7 


„ blue. 

iolibiB. 




Samo design a 


a a c. issued in 1807 


Col. 




imp. ; 


rect. 






10 centavos brown. 






IS 


blue (?) 






■■ 20 


„ red (P). 






50 


yellow, blue. 





100 „ bine. 
1 peso blue (?). 

S (monntain scenery) in oral Hnpported 
by flags and sormonnted by eagle, 
in circle, witb nine stars in lower 
margin. Inscription corbeos de 
BOLivi*, and in upper corners the 
numeral of value. Col. imp. ; rect, 
perf, 

5 centavos green. 
10 „ vermilion. 
50 „ blue 
100 „ yellow. 
500 „ black. 



intis^ l^olnintiia. 



Design of the 3d. stamp of 1865, with new 
value surcharged in black ink 
across the lower margin. Col. 
imp.; rect., perf. 

2 cents brown. 

{Posthvmofis emiaawn). 
Device of issue of 1867. Col. imp. ; largS 
rect. (four stamps in one frame), 
4-4ths s. gr. stone. 



DC 






Profile of Queen to right in circle 

CANADA POSTAGE abovC, 

words and numerals. 


in script! 

value 
Co), imp 


rect 
1 


perf. 

cent black (small rect). 
„ brick- red. 


2 
3 


„ green. 
„ vermilion. 




6 


„ brown. 




12- 


„ bine. 




15 


„ mauve. 





€as|metf. 

Yalue and date of issue in central oval, in- 
scriptioninaurroundingoval frame, 
with representation of lotus leaf 
above. Col. imp.; rect. Inscriptions 
partly in Persian and partly in a 
dialect varionsly entitled Gujrati, 
Kohistani, Pahari, and Dagree, 
signifying state [or government] of 
Jumnoo and Caahmere. 

T anna black. 

I „ bright blue. 

1 „ orange-red. 

2 „ light yellow. 
4 „ green. 

8 „ deep vermilion. 
Si- blue) (for the town of 
1 „ blue ) . Sorinagur). 
Corrected deseriplion i-f the circular series 
issued in 1866.* ' 
Representation of lotus leaf, containing the 
figure of value in its centre, and 
surrounded by inscriptionin Persian 
and other characters. Circ. 
^ anna black (three white strokes in cen- 
tre of leaf). 
1 anna blue (two white strokes, one 

straight, the other crescent- shaped). 
4 annas blue, blue-black (a single stroke in 



centre). 



«|ili. 



Same design as 2 centavos of 1867. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf 



• After Mr. fttnberton'a list in The FhitaMhl. 
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Profile of Queen Isabella to left in lioed 
circle, inscription in marmn, dltK*- 
UAR, letters C. o. R. s. in Tour cor- 
ners. Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
5 centinuoB lilac. 
10 „ blue. 



20 

40 



green. 



Design of 1864 variety. Col imp. ; rect. 
1 real p1ata f. blue on lilac. 

lenmari 

Design of issne of 18G5-66. Col. imp.; 
rect. perf. 

8 skilling stone. 



Same device as issue of 186? (head of 
Emperor laureated). Col. imp.; 
perf. rect. 

10 centimes bistre. 

40 „ vermilion. 

80 „ carmine-rose. 

NORTH GERMAN CONFEDERATION. 

groachen seriei. 
Kumeral in wreath in inscribed circle, winged 
wheels wid post-horn at alternate 
angles ; value in lower margin ; 
inscription NORDDEnrscHEE post- 
BEZiBK. ■ Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
; groBchen deep mauve. 

4 

blue. 

stone. 

EH Y ELOPE. 

Same design as adhesives, impressed on left 
npper comer of envelope, and 
crossed by two lines of print. 
1 groschen rose. 

NEWSPAPER BAND. 

Same device as adhesivea, impressed on strip 
of paper with a colonred border at 
each edge. 

^ groschen green. 
hreuzer gei-i^. 
Humeral enclosed in oval wreath ; inscrip- 
tion in aurrounding frame,"nOBD- 



DEDTSCHEB POST BEziBK, and valne ; 
winged wheel and post-horn at 
alternate angles. Col. imp. ; rect. 
perf. 

1 kraozer green. 

2 „ orange. 

3 „ rose. 
7 „ blue. 

18 „ stone. 

EffVlLOPE. 

e design as adhesives impressed on left 
npper corner of envelope, and 
crossed by two lines of print. 
3 krenzer rose. 



Same device as adhesives, impressed on a 
strip of paper, with coloured bor- 
der at each edge. 

1 krenzer green. 
Stamp uaiied by the Confederation for use in 

the Oily «/ Bamburg. 
Reticulated oval disc enclosed in wreath; 
inscription in surrounding frame, 

MORDDEHTSCUER POST-BEZIRK, STIDT- 

POST BRIEF HAMBURG; winged wheel 
and post-horn at alternate angles. 
Col. imp.; rect. perf. No value 



Lilac-brown [J schilling]. 

(great §ritaht. 

Same design as issue of 1865. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

Sixpence deep purple. 

fsIUnll. 

Series of 1867 continued, same device. Col, 
imp. ; rect. 

5 cents blue. 
10 „ carmine. 
15 „ red-brown. 

Inljia. 

Design of 1858-65 issue, but head of Queen 

with differently shaped crown 
(identical with that on the current 
fonr annas and the six annas and 
eight pies). Col. imp. j rect. perf. 

SERVICE STAMPS. 

Profile of Queen to left in circle, inscribed 
BILL OR DRAFi: and value; 



:yGoogIe 
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above and below tbe circle, ooverk- 
DENT OF ifiDii ; BSTcharged inacrip- 
tian in green, sekvige postage. 
Col. imp. ; large ract. perf. ; water- 
mark a crown. 

Half-antia lilao and green. 
Profile of Queen to left in circle; ineorip- 
tion SEBTiCB FOSTAOE surcharged on 
the teseelated ground in green 
ink, value in carved labels. Col. 
imp. ; large rect, perf. 

Two annas lilac and green. 
Profile of Qneen to left in circle, interlaced 
loops &t BideB, rectangnlar diecB 
with diapsr gronnd above and 
below ; the npper inscribed foue, 
'the lower anvas; Bnrcharged in- 
scription in green ink, heevice 
POSTAGE, Col. imp.; large rect., 
perf. at aides. 

1 annas lilac and green. 
Profile of Queen to left in circle, enolosed in 
octagonal frame, tcBselated grouud- 
work, solid reetangular disc above 
and below, inscribed with value 
like the preceding, and in the upper 
edge FOREign, sarcharged inscrip- 
tion in green ink sbhvicb POBT*aB. 
Col. imp.; narrow rect., perf. at 
sides. 

8 annas lilac and green. 

mi 

Same type as issue of 186?. Col. imp, ; 
rect. perf. 

20 centesimi lilac. 

Design of 1858. Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 
Fourpence deep red. 
One shilling deep brown. 

SeJint, 

{OrBuseian Steam Navigation Compamj). 
Jjact^s nnmeral of valae, and denomination 
KOII, in centre of lined oval, frame 
inscribed with Russian characters, 
^p^onnd of interlaced lines. Col. 
imp. ; I'ect. perf 
1 kop. dark brown on reddish ground. 
S „ green „ green „ 

5 „ bine „ bine „ 

10 „ carmine „ green „ 



^larailionTg. 



Same device as issue of 1859. Col, imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

4-centimes vellow. 
20 „ brown. 



Current series for Portugal, with tbe word 
MADEIRA surcharged in black ink, 
crossing the centre of the stamp. 
Col. imp. 

5 reis black (perf.). 
10 „ yellow. 
20 „ yellow-ochre. 
25 „ rose (perf.). 
60 „ green. 
100 „ lilac. 
120 „ blue (perf.). 
{To lit coneluded in our nexl.) 

A DAT AT DB LA RUE'S TWENTY 
T,EARS AGO. 

(From Chambers's Journal.) 
On being conducted into that department 
of Mr. De La Rue's establishment which is 
devoted to the making of post-office en- 
velopes, I had before me % busy scene of 
machines and human labourers — pulleys 
whirling overhead, belts driving wheels be- 
low, and an incessant clank-clanking noise, 
which renders it necessary to speak some- 
what louder than a whisper if one has any 
particular wish to be heard. 

With respect to the material on which all 
this activity was eierted, I had seen it pre- 
pared some time ago at a mill in Hertford- 
shire. It is made, tike any other ordinary 
paper, at a machine, and with a sufficiency of 
size in tbe pulp to prevent the ink from run- 
ning. The introduction of the threads is a 
matter of extreme simplicity. Froni reels 
suspended over the pulpy substance as it 
goes below the first pair of cylinders, threads 
are let down, aud inextricably crushed into 
the web. After being cut into sheets, the 
paper is taken in reams to the factory which 
I was now visiting. 

When the paper comes into the hands of 
Mr. De La Rue, it is so far unfinished on the 
surface, that it requires to be milled, by 
being put through rollers. So much care 
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is taken to insure finish of surface, tbat 
each sheet is milled five or six times before 
it is considered perfect. When it las under- 
gone tbia tedious process, the sheets are laid 
in handsfal of about six inches thick be- 
neath a cutting apparatus, which, for want 
of a better simile, I mast describe as nccing 
on the principle of the guillotioe. A great 
broad knife is pressed by a powerful action 
down OD the paper, and with the utmost 
ease severs the mass in twain. Having been 
cut into breadths, the paper is next, by the 
same instrument, formed into lozenge shapes, 
this prodacing the least possible waste of 
material. In this form, the paper is handed 
to the succeeding machine, where, coming 
under the action of descending angular 
chisels, small pieces are smartly notched 
from the corners, and the envelope is made, 
all except the stamping aud folding. 

rdlowing a natural course of things, the 
envelope paper might now be expected to be 
carried to an adjacent apfaratus for im- 
pressing the medallion stamp which is to 
give it currency through the post. Circum- 
stances divert it from this direct course. 
The presumed necessity for keeping n care- 
ful watch over the dies, prevents govern- 
ment employing any but their own officers 
to impress the medtdlioiis, and the operation 
is accordingly performed at Somerset House, 
which, with a knowledge of this eccentricity 
of movement, I had visited the day pre- 
viously. Conducted down to one of the 
lower floors of this lai^ government office, 
I there found, in an apartment overlooking 
the Thames, a number of machines, of a very 
peculiar construction, engaged in stamping 
or printing the medallions. These machines, 
■which, I believe, are the invention of Mr. 
Edwin Hill, superintendent of the stamping 
arrangements, may be considered as forming 
a combination of the printing press and die- 
stamping apparatus. All are moved by a 
steam engine of two-horae power. At each 
press are two lads : one plasiug the papers 
below the die, and the other removing tbem. 
The impressions being cfiected at the rate of 
sixty in the minute — an amazing celerity, 
considering tbat the die is inked at every 
impression ; the laying down and taking up 
require a sharp eye, and no small expertness 



of fingers. In sncb processes, every little 
mutter requires to be studied, in order to 
economise time and trouble. Were a boy 
to try to lay down sixty pieces of paper in a 
particular manner within the period of a 
minute, without once missing, he should 
certsinly fail in the attempt, unless he ar- 
ranged tha papers in a way convenient for 
handling before he began. The spreading 
out of the papers into handsfu!, in the shape 
of a fan, ia on this acconnt an indispensable 
preliminary in the operation I am now de- 
scribing ; I was told that there ia even a 
knack in rapidly forming the fans. After 
much experience, it has been found that it 
can be most expeditionsly done by throwing 
the papers on a table covered with soft 
cloth, and passing a brash over them. Who, 
on nsing an envelope, could imagine that 
the mere mode of handling it has beeif the 
subject of so much solicitude ? 

In stamping, the die is snspended over the 
paper on which it is to be impressed, and 
consequently the inking is effected by rollers 
pressing upwards. Having thus to work 
ocmtrary to gravity, the rollers require to be 
artificialy pressed upon the die ; and Mr. 
Hill's device of springs acting on the rollers, 
to accomplish this object, is at once simple 
and ingenious. So also is their great merit 
in the method of shortening and lengthen- 
ing, at each impression, the screw and bolt 
apparatus to which the die is suspended, in 
order to afford room and time for the action 
of the rollers. It consists in interjecting 
and withdrawing a piece of metal at every 
lift and descent of the screw over the bolt ; 
in other words, the power acts, first, by 
means of a rapidly- working screw ', second, 
the piece c^ metal which is pushed below it ; 
and third, the bolt to which the die ia at- 
tached- — all three being kept in a vertical 
line by the supports of the apparatus. The 
number of papers stamped by each press is, 
aa I have said, sixty per minnte; at which 
rate aeveral machines, with their attendants, 
work six hours daily ; which, althongh little 
more than half the time occupied in ordinary 
printing-houses, is, all things conaidered, a 
fair amonut for a government office. 

Stamped and connted, the envelopes now 
retrace their steps to Mr. De 1» Hue's 



Jan. 1,' 



).] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



establishment, to which I again invite atten- 
tion. Qreatty aa I had heen delighted with 
the operation of stamping, I was etill more 
pleased with that which now name nnder 
my notice. In folding an envelope, six 
movements are necessary. First, the paper 
must be laid down ; four flaps must nest, 
one after the other, be turned over; and 
sixthly, the envelope must be withdrawn to 
make way for its successor. All these move- 
BiontB, except the laying down, are per- 
formed by a machine of the height and size 
of a sm^l table, with some interesting ap- 
paratDB arranged over its surface ; the whole 
the united invention of Mr. Edwin Hill and 
Mr, Warren De La Rue. A boy haying laid 
down a lozen Re-shaped paper, a hammer 
falls, and knocks its i>quare oentral part into 
a device ; and on the hammer risyig, we see 
the fonr comers standing erect — the enve- 
lope having taken the form of a bos, witb 
standing sides and ends. A broad iron 
thumb, as I may call it, now rises and 
presses down one of the ends ; another 
thumb presses on the opposite end ; and 
next, the two sides are similarly flattened. 
The envelope being now made, an iron airm 
comes forward with a rapid jerk, and with 
two fingers draws it away. It is not drawn 
aside into an indiscriminate heap, but is 
bronght to a halt npon an endless piece of 
cloth, which, travelling over two rollers at a 
alow rate, gathers the mass of envelopes 
into regular binge, and thus obviates the 
necessity for shaking them even. The 
action of what I call the fingers is cnrions. 
Instead of drawing away the envelope, as if 
by hooked claws, the effect is produced 
merely by touch, the same as if you were to 
pnll towards you a sheet of paper by the 
tips of t;wo fingers. How two metal pointers 
could perform this delicate operation is the 
wonder. It is indeed a cnriosity in art. 
The explanation is, that the pointers are 
tipped with india-rubber — a substance which 
will readily draw aside any lipjht object by 
the touch, as an experiment with a morsel of 
rubber and sheet of paper will convincingly 
show. The interest attached to this appa- 
ratus is increased by observing that when 
the boy fails to place an envelope-paper on 
its appointed place, the two fingers are' , 



projected outwards, and do not dip down to 
draw the envelope aside — as if thei-e was a 
consoionsness in the machine that any efibrt 
on this occasion would be thrown away. 

The whole of the process, of which this 
affoi'ds the scantiest outline, is a rapid evo- 
lution of paints, all acting in harmony to 
effect a particular end, and without any 
perceptible interval of repose. The rapidity 
may be judged from the fact, that two 
tbonsand envelopes are folded per hour, or 
twenty thousand in, the day. 

At a former, visit, a year or two pre- 
viously, I found that all the envelopes were 
folded by girls ; and so active were they, that 
I could not have anticipated the invention of 
anything more smart or economical. The 
resul' shows how useless it is for an on- 
looker to speculate on such matters. But 
still more useless would be the sentimental 
maunderings of those who afiect to lament 
the substitution of iron and power-belts for 
human muscle and intelligence. The more 
machines Mr. De La Itue introduces into his 
workrooms, ' the greater is the number of 
hands he reqnires to employ. "So far," 
said he, " from the folding-machine robbing 
our girls of their employmeni;, we have more 
work for them than ever." One can only have 
a forcible perception of the truth of this re- 
mark, by having visited, as I did, the estab- 
lishment at two distant periods. On the 
present occasion, when conducted into the 
manual-labour rooms, I found that depart- 
ment thronged from the garret to the cellar — 
a houseful of girls, all as busy as possible at 
agreeable and reiOanerating labour ; many 
folding at long tables. Others gumming, and 
a third class finally putting the envelopes in 
packages ready for sale. The place was in 
itself 0, factory, and not the least interesting 
and curious on various accounts. As all the 
envelopes, whether made by machine or 
with the folder, pass through this depart- 
ment, I inquired how many were turned out 
in any given period of time. The answer 
was, that the quantity of envelopes alto- 
gether made was seventy-five thousand a 
day, or twency-two-and-a-half millions per 
annnm, but that this was only those stamped 
for the post-office. The quantity of fancy 
envelopes mannfactured was equally large. 
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This led me to an examination of the kinds 
made without stamps, of which there were 
nnmerons varieties in progre&B. One species 
■were without borders ; others were bordered 
with red, blue, or some other fancy colonr ; 
and a, third kind had narrow or brnad 
borders of black for mourning. The pre- 
paration of mourning note-papers and enve- 
lopes seemed in itself a great concern. The 
putting on of the black I did not see, that 
being done out of the house by a person 
whose business is the blacking of paper. 
" To give you a notion of the extent of this 
kind of trade," said Mr. De La Rue, "I may 
mention that we pay £500 a year [this was 
in 184C] for merely blacking the edges of 
note and envelope papers." Equally ready, 
however, to play the part of L'Allegro as II 
Penseroso, this great man has not disdained 
to bring bis ingenuity to bear on the im- 

?ortant subject of matrimonial stationery, 
am rather inclined to think that De La 
Rue prides himself a little on what he has 
accomplished in this way. And who that 
recollects what marriage cards were a few 
years ago, can wonder at a man feeling 
prond of being the purveyor of snch splendid 

names, borders, wafers, and true lovers' 
knots, all in a blaze of enamel and silver ! 



. NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

The middle of nest week is a point in 
futurity at which we sometimes wish our 
acquaintances when circumstances render 
their presence unwelcome ; but for the sake 
of our monthly chronicle, we could almost 
wish we were there ; for " the middle of next 
week" signifies to us a period when some- 
thing positive will be known as to the new 
series of stamps to be emitted on New-Year's 
day; and for want of that knowledge now, 
we fear our list for the present month will 
be rather a meagre one. However, such as it 
is, we offer it to our readers, and must pray 
them to be content, as the fault is not ours. 
TuREET.— Our old friend, Le Timhre-Foste, 
to which we are not unfrequently indebted 
for early intelligence of stamps, notices the 
arrival of unpaid letter, stamps, printed in 



pale yellowish bistre, with red-brown in- 
scriptions in lieu of black, and border (?) of 
the same shade ; like the 1 sh. Virgin Islands. 
The cause of this change, about which we 
may have more to say when we see the 
stamps themselves, is said to have been the 
theft of a considerable quantity of stamps 
from the post-office. The valnes already 
known are 1 and 2 piastres, but probably 
the others will also appear, 

CevLos. — The new tenpenny envelope 

forms the handsomest addition to onr albums 

■which has been received 

during the past month. 

I Our cut will give a. good 
B Idea of the design, which 

II is worthy to be placed by 
Is the side of the pre-issued 
a valnes. The impression 

is in pale vermilion, on 
thin paper with a slight 
blue tint. On the same 
kind of paper the sixpence has also been 
issued. The envelopes are, we should ob- 
serve, of a much larger size— about 6 in. by 
S^in. 

A correspondent sends us a rather hand- 
some penny adhesive stamp, but whether 
postal or not we cannot be certain. It bears 
an apparently postal obliteration — "1. A," 
between horizontal bars — but the inscription 
gives no hint of its emplovment, being simply, 
CEYLON, ONE PBNNT. The dovicB resombles 
closely the Jamaica penny receipt stamp, a 
specimen of which we once took off a letter, 
where it was side by side with the postage 
stamp; the Queen's head, diademed and 
turned to left, appears in a lined oval, sur- 
rounding which is awhite frame, bearing the 
above inscription; the comers are filled in 
with a kind of foliate ornament; watermarlr, 
so far as we can trace in the heavily-marked 
specimen from which we describe, there is 
none. Examining the stamp further, we 
observe, crossing the upper portion, the 
segment of an oval, and can trace the letters 
CO., doubtless the commencement of the 
word Colombo. On the whole, we. are in- 
clined to believe this is a postal emission, 
probably, one of a series which shall alto- 
gether supersede the existing labels. The 
shape of the new comer is rectangular ; it is 
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white paper, and 



impressed in blae i 
perforated. 

South Austbai,ia. — We have here another 
value of the new series — the twopence 
orange-red, printed in white 
j^ paper, bearing the annexed 
B watermark, and perils en 
S ligne. The design is the 
§ faintest possible reminis- 
H cence of the Nova Scotian ; 
9 in fact, it is alraoet a libel 
on the Nova Scotian to affect 
to trace any resemblance to them 
in the stamp before ua. As will 
be seen, this new comer differs 
from its predecessor iii having a 
lined instead of a aolid ground ; 
the inacriptions also are smaller, A ^? 
and, though insignificant, are xV^<l 
better arranged. The watermark is another 
novelty, and a pleasing one, which will 
commend itself, moreover, ati very appro- 
priate. No doabt, in due time we shall 
have the penny, sixpenny, tenpenny, and 
shilling, as the present stock of each be- 
comes exLaasted. 

Russia.— Upon the Ist nit, a new en- 
velope for this empire appeared, a 10 kop. 
brown, totally different in type from its pre- 
decessors, resembling, in fact, both in size 
and general design, the emissions of Prussia 
and Austria. Its shape is oval; in the centre 
appears the liassian arms very finely em- 
bossed ; and surronnding this is the oval 
reticulated border, bearing a Russian in- 
scription, and showing in its lower edge a 
small circle containing the numeral 10. The 
colour of this new arrival is brown, and it is 
impressed on ordinary white paper. 

New Granada.— Spain and New Granada 
go side by side in their beneficence (?) to 
stamp colleetora. The interval of a year for 
these countries has become 
too long to be allowed to C S 

elapse between their emis- Q u 

New Granada, at any rate, r j 

is a monthly occurrence ; jE 1 

and aoon, as a continental n a 

contemporary suggests, an J S 

album will be required solely 
for the series of this postally-fertile coun- 



try. In the design above given, we see the 
type of a ne^ leading series : that is, one for 
general postage. It is, take it altogether, 
of (he uanal type, its most prominent 
characteristic being a auperabnndance of 
inscription, which strikes the observer at 
first sight. The improvement of perforation 
has not yet commended itself to the mind of 
the Granadian authorities, though, as they 
are in favour of such frequent emissions, we 
should have thought they would have wel- 
comed it, as effecting another and very 
visible change in appearance. Collectors, 
however, may perhaps consider it lucky that 
the advantages of this invention have not 
yet been perceived in that quarter, as the 
same love of novelty, manifest in the altera- 
tion of type, might lead to the creation of 
endless varieties of perforation — both as to 
style, and as to number of dents. These 
are pleasures in store ; meanwhile, collectors 
have nothing more to anticipate than the 
arrival of the complete series, of which the 
above is a forerunner. Its colour, we should 
add, is lilac, and it is impressed on white 
unwatermarked paper. 

HiJNOARV.— We gave last month a hint of 
the emission of a series for this kingdom. 
Since then we have obtained specimens of 
■ the lowest values, and give 
I I annexed the illustrations. 

I M ^^ must, however, caution 

I A our readers against ac- 

I i cepting these until further 

I I information can be obtained, 

i I as part of a postal series; 

as it has been stat^ by a 
contemporary that they are, 
in fact, fiscals. The in- 
scriptions do not aid us 
much : they signify simply, 
" Royal Hungarian Journal 
Stamp ; " or, " Journal | 
Stamp for the Kingdoi 
Hungary;" nothing indicative of a postal 
use appears here, and we are left in doubt 
as to the application of these new comers. 
We will confine ourselves now to stating 
that the colours are 1 kr. dull blue, and 
2 kr. bistre. 

Newfodndlahd. — Just in time for de- 
scription, we have received one of the most 
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elegantly -designed stamps we have ever had 
the pleasure of examioing. Its value is one 
eea^, and its colour a delicate mauve, some- 
what richer than that of the 2 c. Nova 
Scotia. In the centre appears the portrait 
of the Prince of Wales which did duty on 
the obsolete 17 c. of New Brunswick, bat 
enclosed in a far more tasteful frame — a 
large oval, occupying nearly the entire recU 
angle, and bearing on its lower half the 
name, NEWFOUNDLAND; whilst crossing and 
covering its upper extremity is a neat scroll, 
inscribed with the value, one cent, in wordB; 
and immediately below it, in the oval, the 
letters n. f., one on each side. The design 
is completed by numerals in the lower cor- 
ners, and leaf-work extending along the 
lower margin and up the sides. This 
charming acqaisition is irnpressed on white 
paper, and perforated. 

Hamburg. — In another part of the number 
we have alluded to the probability of the 
series for this city being shortly reprinted ; 
and already we are in possession of a posthu- 
mous variety, the 2\ sch. old type, on plain 
unwat«rmarked paper. Opinions vary as to 
the value of this stamp — some oonsidering it 
to be a re-impression ; others, that it was 
found among the papers of the postmaster, 
and is, in fiict, one of the early specimen 
copies. Time will prove.- Of this variety 
there are two shades: dark green and yellow- 
green. There have also been found 3 schg. 
envelopes, with the arms watermarked ; 
these were intended to be issued on the ex. 
liaustion of the un watermarked stock. 

United Stated. — One of our correspon- 
dents favours us with the following infor- 
mation r " I have ^een, coming direct from 
Mr. Nesbitt, specimens of new 12 c. and 
15 c. envelopes ; they both exhibited the 
American ei^le in relief; the 15 c. was evi- 
dently modelled from the U. S. silver quarter 
dollar, being of the very size and style of 
the 'reverse' of that coin; the 12 c. was 
an oval shape, and not nearly so effective 
looking a design." Other values are ex- 
pected. The 24 c. black and 3 c. rose, of 
the current series, is on very light straw 
paper, almost white ; the latter value is also 
printed in a much deeper shade. 

Spain. — The 19 cuartos, so t 



contemporary states, has changed its colour, 
being now brown in lieu of rose. M. Moens 
appears charmed, to think that the pre- 
visions of those who anticipated an entirely 
new series have been falsified, but Kome 
was not built in a day ,' when the govern- 
ment is consolidated, we may lo6k out for 
novelties. 

Wdbtembdho. — Our illustration of the new 
type was taken from a phoCograph of the 
stamp submitted to the authorities ; but we 
Qow find that an alteration has taken place : 
the inscription, post freiuaree, being in 
rojnaa io^lien of text. 



THE OLD SWISS STAMPS. 

"nUNSLATBD FBOH "LB TIMBBB-POBTE." 

Here is a question, which at first sight seems 
trite, but the importance of which will soon 
be appreciiited. Do there exist, or, better, 
have there i>een stamps emitted by, and 
exclusively reserved for, the cantons of Vand. 
and Neufchatel ? What, we hear some one 
say, are not these stamps in all the albums ? 
Yes, more or less aathentio specimens. But 
it is not their existence which we are con~ 
testing to-day, but their origin ; and that 
malgre the unanimity of all the catalogues, 
journals, albums, &c., in considering these 
stamps as special to the two cantons. We 
know what sach unanimity is worth : it ia 
announced, for example, that stamps have 
been issued, say, at Timbuctoo — stamps 
about which privately-acquired informatioa 
is given ; at once, and without question 
whether the news is true or not, the papers, 
eager for novelty, reproduce the tarlare ; and 
later on, wben they change their opinion, 
lavish invectives on the contemporary who 
first made known their existence. 

What is true as to the .stamps of Tim- 
buctoo, is equally true in the present case. 
We first announced that the cantons of 
Vand and Nedfchatel had emitted stamps. 
It was an error, which we hasten to correct 
with the proofs in our hands. We have had 
the good luck to acquire a bundle of Swiss 
letters, of the years 1644 to 1850, and all 
dated from Geneva; and we now give the 
resalts ofonr examination of them. 

The canton of Geneva emitted, at the 
commence tnent of the year 1844>, the 10-ceitt 
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stamp of tlie annexed 
type, for tlie prepay- 
ment of letters for 
the entire caoton. 
We have a Rpecimen 
nsed on tbe lOtb 
March, 1844. The 
letters posted in the town for the town paid 
5 centimes, and for ench letters one of the 
two stamps, which form together the 10 c, 
value, was employed. 

We find, on a letter of the oth October, 
1846, tbe 5 cent, pout cantonal printed in 
black on apple-green, with the figure S thick, 
and ita head slightly bent round ; never- 
theless, it seems the public were allowed 
still to use the preceding 5 C. stamp (in- 
scribed POET local), for we observe one 
doing duty on a cantonal letter of the 2lBt 
January, 1846. This reduction in the rate 
from 10 to 5 centimes necessitated the sup- 
pression of the 10 c., which, as we Bee, 
enjoyed a circulation of only eighteen 
months at moat 

A letter of the 6th Jan., 1847, acquainls ns 
that the cantonal 5 c. stamji has a successor. 
The type and shade remain the same, but 
the figure 5 is more elongated, and its head 
is thick and straight. It is not till the 5th 
January, 1849, that we see it, for the first 
time, in dark green; and we find this shade 
still in nse on the 24th of April, 1852, 
although ofBcially superseded in December, 
1849. Specimens then may be found with 
the different cancellations nsed after that 
date. 

Up to November, 1849, we remark that 
all the Genevese stamps, from ibe date of 
their emission, bear a red postmark, forming 
a cross, the centre of which contains four 
balls, so to speak, also uniting in the shape 
of a cross. 

In November of the same year the balls 
disappeared, and except for this alteration, 
tbe obliteration remained the same, and 
served to annul the new stamps considered 
as belonjring to Vaud, which appeared per- 
haps in November, but certainly in Decem- 
ber, 1849. 

The first of these Vaud stnmps which we 
meet with is a 4 centimes. It is employed 
on the 2nd Dec., 1849, and the letter is taxed 



3 centimes, being no doubt insufficiently 
prepaid. The 31st December, the same 
correspondent again franked a letter with 
the 4 c. stamp, and the letter was subjected 
to the same sarcbarge. Nevertheless, a letter 
posted at the same place, and for the same 
destination, prepaid on tbe 5tb January, 
1H50, in the same manner, arrived free; 
though another letter, which made tbe same 
journey on the 5th March, is furnished with 
a stamp of 5 centimes. What oonelusion 
ought we to draw,^that 4 centimes only 
was charged from January to March, and 
after that 5 centimes ? We think not. Our 
belief is, that letters of the town, for the 
town and its suburbs, were charged 4 cen- 
times ; aud those for the canton generally, 
5 centimes ; and that the letter went free 
for 4 centimes as the result of an oversight, 
which "must have often occurred, through 
the resemblance between the two stamps. 

In April, 1850, we got for tbe first time a 
ponlB-lucale stamp — 2^ rap pen— destined for 
tlie prepayment of letters for the town and 
its environs -, an entission which easily ex- 
plains the rarity of the so-called 4 centimes 
Vand stamp, which it replaced, probably in 
conseqnence of a diminution in the rate. In 
fact, from this time we do not see any more 
of the 4 c, except on a letter of the 30th 
April, 1850, which bears two in prepayment 
of a single-weight letter, for which the rate 
was but 5 c. The sender can only have 
used these stamps at a loss ; instead of keep- 
ing them for two local letters, he used them 
for one for the canton, and thereby lost the 
3 centimes over the rate. 

The 5 c. remained in favour until the 
decision of the postal department, on the 
4tb September, 1850, to create two new 
stamps, the emission of which was fixed for 
1st October, — 5 rap. Wack on blue (Rayon 
I.), 10 rap. yellow on black (Rayon IL). 
But though superseded by this emission, the 
S'.'c. " Vaud " continned to be received in 
payment of postage, and we find tbem on 
letters of the 9th August, 1852. Specimens 
then of this stamp also may be met with, 
showing a postmark used only after their 
nominal suppression. , 

In 1851, we see that the stamps are can- 
celled by a " gjidiron," in a lozenge frame i 
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and in August of the same year, by a lozenge 
formed of little horizoiitat lines, almost 
tonehing each other. Conjointly with the 
appearance of this mark, we observe the 
first of the toi^dUani Keufobatel S-centime 
stamps, on a letter of the 11th Angast, 
1861. It completely disappeared from onr 
view after the 2lBt February, 1852 ; and 
throughout its period of circulation, we find 
it obliterated with the lozenge of horizontal 
lines. At first, it was printed un white 
paper ; later, on yellowish white. 

We hare found the 5 c. "Neafchatel" on 
letters sent from Geneva, by one and the same 
person, at the commeDCement of September 
and 'October, 1851 ; and the b rap. black on 
blae on letters of the end of August and the 
15tb September, which proves beyond ques- 
tion that the two stamps were in circulation 
side by side. Add to these the 5 c. " Yand," 
still admitted to currency, and we shall have 
three stamps — without counting that emitted 
in January, 1852, at which date there were 
four — all in full work. 

There were emitted, on the Ist Jannary, 
1852, the date which perhaps may be con- 
sidered as that of the'f official] suppression 
of the "Neufchfttel," the following stamps, 
the 10 rappen black on yellow retaining its 
currency with them, acd representing the 
rappen under its new valae : 

5 rappen blue on white. 
15 „ rose „ 
15 cent, rose „ 
This last stamp for the French cantons. We 
cannot ourselves eiplain why 5 and 10 cen- 
time stamps were not emitted conjointly 
with the 15 c. for the n8« of the French 
cantons. 

It results from the facts that we have 
produced, * that there were never any 
stamps issued for-the cantons of Vaud and 
Kenfcbate), those hitherto ascribed to them 
having, as we think, been issued by the 
federal administration. M. X. Bondot, in 
the Magasin Fittoreeqiie, affirms that the 4 
and 5 c. stomps said to belong to Vaud, have 
been employed at Lausanne, and thronghoat 
the canton ; and that it is certain that the 

* [Va., that the stamps hitherUi Bupposed to hare 
ti«en peculiar to Vaud uid Xeufchatel were all used 
eqaallystGeiiCTa.— Ed. *. C. Jf.] 



so-called Nenfchatel has been used in that 
canton. Was it not then the case that these 
stamps were used in, and only in, the French 
cantons, viz., Fribonrg, Geneva, Nenf- 
chatel, Valais, Vaud, and the Jnra Bemois? 
We are rather inclined to that belief, as we 
have never yet seen these stamps with post- 
marks similar, for exaa^ple, to those em- 
ployed in the canton of Zurich. Their 
rarity also increases the probability of onr 
supposition. 

The Federal stamps should then, accord- 
ing to oar view, be thus classed : 
Federal Administratiok. 
November or December, 1849. 

Oblong. Arms of Switzerland in post- 
horn [hitherto termed Vaud stamps.] 

4 centimes black and red (suppressed in 

April, 1850). 

5 centimes black and red (suppressed in 

October, 1850). 

April, 1850. 
BectanguUr. Same arms as the pre- 
ceding, bat surmounted by a post-horn, 
2^ rappen (post locale), black and red. 
2\ „ (oris post), „ „ 

The latter for the Germau cantons. 

(Both suppressed in January, 1852.) 

October, 1850. 

Same type. 

Bayou I. 5 rap. black on blue. 

Bayon IL 10 „ black on yellow. 

August, 1851. 

Rectangular. Arms of Snitzerland, witb- 

ont post-horn [hitherto termed the Neaf- 

ch&tel stamp.] 

5 centimes black and red (suppressed Jan., 
1852.) 
1st January, 1852. 
Bectangnlar. Arms of Switzerland, sur- 
mounted by post-hom. 

5 rap. blue on white. 
15 „ rose „ 
15 cent, rose „ 
This new classification suppresses the 
stamps considered to appertain to the t^o 
cantons of Vaud and Neufchatel. 

The other federal stamps are sufficiently- 
known and well classified : we pass tbem in 
silence. 
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THE CASHMERE STAMPS. 

BT J. C. WILSON. 

I HATR great pleasure in bein^ able to give 
a correct translatiDii of tbe iaBcription on 
the Cashmere stamps. Since they first 
appeared I have taken great interest in 
them, but knowing nothing of the langoages, 
I have, till qatte lately, pnt them aside. My 
interest was newly awakened on reading Mr. 
Pemberton'e article in The Philatelisl for 
October, and yonr remarks on it in the 
November nnmber of yonr magazine. 

The npper part of the circular stamp is 
in tbe Kobistani or Pabari character-^ the 
language spoken by the people in tbe Hima- 
laya monntajns — and reads thns : haeiu . 
JUMOON, meaning "Government of Jamoon." 
Tbe low,er is in Persian, and mns as follows ; 

QALAURAW-l-BIGCAR-I-JUHOON Wl EA8HHBEB, 

1923, Bikrama or Hindoo chronology, which 
translated signifies : " Sovereignty of the 
government of Jnmoon and Cashmere, A.D., 
1866." The centre of tbe stamp contains 
the value surrounded by the lotns leaf. 

As yon infer, Serinagnr is another name 
for tbe town of Cashmere. 

Of tbe rectangular stamps, tbe upper half 
of tbe inscription is in Kobistani, which 
reads : jumoon cashhebe, with the lotus leaf 
dividing tbe names. 

The words of the lower inscriptioti in 
Persian, are identical with those on the cir- 
cular stamps, with tbe exception of tbe date, 
which, in tbe rectangular, is in the central 
oval. Tbe centre disc is in mized characters, 
Persian and Kobistani, as follows :—— ANNA, 
or AtiNAR, in Persian, followed by the date in 
the same language, and both the value and 
tbe date repeated in Kobistani, which is in 
the i, 2, 4, and 8 annas, 1923 Bikrama, and 
in tbe ^ and 1 anna, 1924, i.e., A.D., 
1867. 

In tbe 4 and 8 annas the date is in Kobis- 
tani only. 

The values of tbe rectangnlar are : 
Faoa anna, ^ anna. 
Neem 
Yak 



The characters vary a good deal from bad 
printing,and are so roughly formed, tbat they 
could only be read by one thoroughly con- 
versant with the languages, 

I bave not yet seen any of tbe forgeries, 
but should think that the cbaracters are too 
difficult to imitate succesBfuUy. 

From Major Cracroft we have received li 
somewhat different interpretation of the 
characters on the above stamps. 

He says : ", Tbe iuacription is in two 
languages. I give as specimen a quarter- 
anna label. The outer contains in Persian 
and Dagree (a Hindee dialect) the words 

(JULUM RO SIBKAK JUMMOO WU KASHHEER, i.e., 

state of Jnmmoo and Cashmere; and tbe 
inner oval in the same languages, Persian 
above, and Dagree beneath, pao anna st 
1923f i.e., quarter anna; sumbdt (or Vik- 
ramajit year) 1923." Accompanying this 
is a rough sketch showing how the inscrip- 
tion reads, qnLUH 80 SIR kar running from 
left to right ronnd the lower half, and JUM- 
HOO WD KASHMBER from right to left round 
tbe upper half of oval. 

From this we nnderstand that the inscrip- 
tions run side by side ronnd the stamp, 
whilst from Mr. Wilson's description we 
learn that the inscription in the local dialect 
occupies by itself the upper half of the oval, 
and the Persian inscription the lower — which 
is right? In the reading of the latter, both 
linguists are virtually at one, allowing for 
some slight differences in spelling, but whilst 
Major Cracroft states tbat the inscriptions 
in the two dialects are tbe same, Mr. Wilson 
informs us that the one in Kobistani simply 
means jumoon, kabhmebe, — again we ask, 
which is right ? 

Upon the central inscriptions our two con- 
tributors are agreed ; they consist of tbe 
value and date in two languages, and it is 
easy to identify the Bikrama year of Mr. 
Wilson, with the Vikramajit year of Major 
Cracroft. 

It does not surprise us tbat there should, 
be various interpretations of these eastern 
characters ; we are, we alm,ost dare to say, 
happily, unacquainted with them ourselves ; 
but we, in common with our readers, are 
aware that very slight variations in their 
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tano, often cause great variation in their 
meftniDg, and that the most experienced 
doctors often differ most widely in their 

We note, in conclusion, as corroborative 
of the statement that the circniar series had 
only a local currency, that the Kohistani 
chai-ftctera signify simply " Government of 
Jummoo," whilst those on the rectangnlapB 
stand for" Jnmmoo and Cashmere." 



BEVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Alfred Smith ^ Co.'s Deecriptive Price Cata- 
logue of the Postage Stamps of aU 
Nations. Illustrated with upwards of 
100 Engravings. London: Marlborongh 
A Co.; Bath: Alfred Smith & Co., 
Office of Tlie Stamp-Goliector's Maga- 

Thb elevenllt edition — what shali we say of 
itP When one meets an old friend^one 
with whom one is perfectly familiar- — we 
do not use such formalities as are necessary 
towards a stranger ; we shake his hands, 
and perchance, if circumstances warrant it, 
may observe, "Tou are looking remarkably 
well, my dear Sir." Such a greeting we 
extend to this old lamiliar catalogue; and 
wo can with truth aAd-^it is looking re- 
markably well. It has eichanged that coat 
— which, with slight variations in the cut, it 
has worn through half-a-dozen editions — for 
another and far more ornamental one. The 
new cover bears a pre-eminently-tftstefal 
lithographed device, with something of the 
gothic about it, and is printed in two colours; 
within appear, aa in the last edition, fotu- 
sheeta of illnstrations on toned paper; but, 
another innovation, in the new comer, the 
cuts are printed alternately red and blue, 
instead of red and black, and with verybappy 
effect. The plan of the catalogue itself has 
undergone no alteration, bat the additions 
necessary to bring the list ap to date have 
been made, and the prices have also been 
brought into accordance with the present 
state of ibe market. 

Oar publishers certainly deserve credit 
^r their efforts to combihe the ornamental 
with the nseful ; and in the rapid exhaustion 
of editions we find proof that those eSbrtg 
are appreciated by the philatelic commnnity. 



yJe Perynanent Fottnge-Stamp Album. Infonr 
languages. By C. van Bixsuu. Am- 
sterdam : H, de Hoogh. 
Tats work bears evidence throngbont of 
painstaking care in its compilation. It has- 
evidently been to the author a labour of love, 
and no inconsiderable labour either; but we 
doubt whether the title which it has received 
is its most appropriate one. In our opinion, 
it would have been much more justly styled 
the "Polyglot," than the " Permanent" 
album. We do not recognise in the arrange- 
ment of the work any great divergence or 
improvement upon the ordinary plan. There 
are very few countries to which any spare 
space l»s been allotted. The various series 
are, generally speaking, arranged in designs, 
so to say, which occupy the entire page, and 
there is not a single blank page in the book. 
As in Lallier'a and Moens' albums, the issnes 
of the seveml West Indian colonies are 
grouped three or fonr on a page, with no 
room between them ; and other countries 
which possess few stamps are classed to- 
getheF in the same manner. 

The author's scheme for making bis 
album a permanent one is simply the well- 
worn one of publialiing supplementary al- 
bums as occasion requires, and provisional 
leaves in the meantime. 

We cannot, however, see much in this 
plan to admire. An albnm, to answer the 
requirements of the day, should contain 
within itself the elements of permanency, in 
the shape of extra space. A supplementary 
album could only be issaed sonje six or 
seven years hence ; allowing, in the inter- 
val, an average of (say) 200 new stamps 
per annum, and it would tax the patience of 
most collectors to hoard their new cmissionB 
for sach a lengthened period. They have, 
it is true, the alternative of mounting them 
on provisional supplementary sheets, but — 
there's the mb: stamps are frequently 
injured, and more or less deteriorated in tbe 
course of mounting and dismounting and 
remounting ; and aiter all this trouble and. 
delay, when the stamps are finally placed in 
the supplementary album, they will still bo 
separated from their predecessors. By such 
a plan as this, any of the albums ^ready 
issued may be made " penoanent," but few 
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collectors, we appFebeoi], will find ia it a 
solution of the " album qneBtioo." . 

Taking Mr. van Binsum's work as it is, 
and putting aside the proteasion to per- 
manency, we find it on tbe whole a com- 
mendable one. 

We recognise, before all, the great labour 
involved in making catalogues of stamps in 
foar different languages ; and tbe compiler, 
we have pleasure in admitting, has shown 
considerable mastery of our own. There are 
fewer errors in English than would be found 
in Lallter's, and tbe few there are we hope 
to see corrected in the nest edition. 

As we have already indicated, the various 
series for each country are arranged iu 
designs, and as the squares differ in size, 
each page has had to be separately planned 
out, and set np by the printer. This again 
most have entailed a great amount of 
labour ; and from experiments we have 
made, we find that the squares, at any rate 
for the adhesives, are, generally speaking, 
sufficiently large. But as the designs for the 
series necessitate tbe placing of the stamps 
of a series close together, there is barely 
any interval between them. It is a matt«r 
of taste whether this be preferable to an 
arrangement whereby space is left between 
each stamp ; for ourselves, we do not like it 
so well, as the stamps look crowded. 
Neither can we say we admire another novel 
feature, viz., giving the name of each state 
as it is spelt in the state ; thus, we find 
SVERIGB above the stamps for Sweden ; 
03IBBBE1CH over those for Austria ; bachskn 
over those for Saxony ; and so forth. The 
Roman States figure as Stati} di!;li.a Chiesa; 
Tuscany as Toscano on the first, and Tos- 
KANE on the second page ; whilst some 
countries, such as Russia, Turkey, Egypt, 
&c., have the names in the four languages of 
the catalogue — Dutch, French, English, and 
German— written at tht^ head of the page. 
There is no great utility in this plan, and 
there are few collectors in this country who 
would not have preferred to see the title of 
each country in " plain English." If, how- 
ever, this be not feasible in a polyglot 
album, then it would be better to give the 
name uniformly in the four languages. 

The grouping of the countries is another 



point on which we are at issue with the 
author. Tbey run now in some kind of 
geographical order, from vrest to east, with 
occasional divergences to north and south — 
a very troublesome arrangement, which in 
future editions we should recommend the 
author to supersede in favour of the alpha- 
bet ico- continental system. 

One other error we noticed, which we 
dtire say the author has ere this discovered : 
by some mistake in the making up of the 
sheets, the stamps for Portug'al, Spain, and 
Denmark, are inextricably entangled. We 
would direct bis attention to sheet No. 10, 
and he will notice, on the first page, tbe 
conclusion of Belgiam and the commence- 
ment of Spain ; on the second, the entire 
number of spaces allotted to Portugal, and 
the commencement of those for Denmark ; 
and on the third and fourth pages, the 
remainder of the Spanish spaces ; whilst 
the first page of Sheet No. 11 contains the 
concluding portion of Denmark. We have 
tried, by refolding the sheet, to remedy " 
these errors, but though successful in 
uniting the pages for Spain, the two. DaniBh 
portions still remain divided. 

Turning from these defects, we can heartily 
commend the catalogue, which is certainly 
very complete and accnrate. One of the 
most difficult portions of the work has been 
well performed. 

The type is clear and good ; and the duty 
of correction and revision has been, taking it 
altogether, conscientiously performed. The 
paper also is thick and of a very fine texture. 
Of the externals we are unable to speak, as we 
write from an early copy in sheets ; but we 
do not donbt, judging &om the manner in 
whioh the interior is got np, that the ex* 
terior is or will be equally tastefnL 

Our examination of this work,.as a whole, 
impresses as with the belief, that, whilst 
possessing many excellencies, and evidencing 
much care on the part of the compiler, it is 
also characterised by such defects as are 
likely to prevent its becoming popular in 
this country; but the author, by correcting 
these defects in the next edition, may make 
the work in every way a valuable one, and 
capable of holding its own against any other 
production of the kind. 

jtizcdCyGoOgle 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOK'S MAGAZINE. [Jan. 1, 



POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

Death op tub New Ruah of Saba wak.— Since the 
aketeli contained in our November oumbur on the above 
eonntry and ita first ruler, he, by whom he was succeeded 
is also called to his rest, after a very abort rajahahip, on 
the Ist of Setember. Captain Johnsaa B. J. Brooke, 
was formerly of her Majeety's 88th fool. In 1848, at the 
requeat ot hia uncle, Sir Jamea, lie left the Queen's serrice, 
and joined him at Sarawak ; and when in 1863 Sir Jamea 
was incapacitated by an attack of paralysis from further 
active eiertioQ. Mr. Brooke effectively' carried on the 
govemmeat. Last year Mr. Brooke exhibited eymptoms 
of a fatal malady, similar to that which cauBcd th« death 
of hia uncle and early friend, a few months ago. Within 
sbt months the two principal actors in the Bcenes of 
Sarawak have passed away under the influence of disease 
brought on by the cares and anxieties attending their 
position in a new and rising country. Mr. Brooke married, 
ID 1856, the daughter, of Sir. and Lady Lucy (irant. of 
Ki^raslon, Ferthshire. by whom he hail two sons. The 
eldest dying at Sarawak in 1860, he la succeeded by hia 
second son, Hope Brooke. In 1858he was left a widower, 
and married again in 1881, to Miss WeUtead, of KJmbolton, 
who died in 186Z, leaving issue one daughter. Mr. 
Brooke was the eldest eon of the Hev. Charles Francis 
Johnson, of White Lackington, Somersetshire. He died, 
a^ed 46, deeply regretted. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE MUTILATED SPANISH STAMPS. 

To (i«&(iiOro/"THBSTAHP-COLLECrOB'S MAOAtlHB." 

Sir, — I see on referring to " Answers to Corrcspondeni 



n of your magazine for Ueoember, that you havt 

it Been any of the Spanish stamps with the " ' 

d punched out. I have pleasure in sending y 



not yet Been any of the Spanish stamps with the Queen' . 
head punched out. I have pleasure in sending you one I 
received an s letter from Madrid, doted November 23id, 



1868, with the head so served. Some others that , _ .. . 
had since have not been touched, but have arrived entire, 
one of which I enclose, with the date on the envelope, 
December Sth, 1868. You will perceive that the die with 
which the head is punched out nas not been cut exactly 
to the form of the head, but has left some small pieces of 
hair, &e,- IVusting you will insert thia in the next num- 
bn of four magazine, 

I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 
Zenden. 1. C. mLSON. 

THE OLD BOLIVIAN STAMPS. 

lb (** Sdilar af " Thb STAMP-CoLLECToa's MAGiifrra." 
Bis. — Some time since I noticed an article in one of the 
Parisiaii magsiinea, denying (he authenticity of the one 
peso of Bolivia, and as you have ti'ansfenva a portion of 
it to youi magazine, I beg you will allow me to give you 
file histi^ of the old Bolivian stamps, including the 

I Am indebted to F. C. Milne, Esq., of the United States 
Consulate at Cobija, Bolivia, for the following information 
oonceming them, which he chtained through the courtesy 
af Don Alberto de Baiios. of the Bolivian postal depart- 
ment, together with a complete set of the old Bolivian 
stamps, which are now in my possession. 

Stamps for postal and revenue servics were authoriaed 



The design is nearly the same for all the values, except- 
ing the IS cent; this Blam)i was issued for registered 
letters, and has the word .moTADOS (registered) in the 

Slace of coNTHATOs, and the angles outside the oval are 
lied with colour, forming a solid groundwork. Both the 
one peso blue and the red unquestionably did duty in 
that almost inaccessible republic, as copies properly post- 
marked h.ive been received upon letters direct from 
that country, and I myself have received them direct 
from CobiJA, which fact is podtive evidence in their 
favour. I agree with you that the entire set offer great 
fecilities to the forger, but M. Uahe, and coilectois in 
general, should be careful, and not condemn newly-issued 
stamps until theirtipurious character is well autbcnticated- 



Very reapeclfnlly youn 
S U.S. W. C. BAN( 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

J. S. F., ■Winchester.— The stamp you refer to is a 
Frankfort newspaper elanip. 

JusTrriA, London.— We cannot admit your letter npoa 
a subject which was definitely closed last month. 

T.UoBNEB, Penzance.— Tile English Btamps are uted 
at Malta. 

P. T. O , Wolverhampton.— We certainly think the 
bright red Antigua is worth collecting, as a di^inct and 
offieially-issued abade. 

F. E. C, Saimundham, describes a stamp purporting 
to be of the Confederate States, similar in design to the 
early-issued 10 c. laree reet, blue, head of Jefferson, value 
6 cents, and printed in green. We have not the leaat 
iloubt it is an imposter. 

Ohboa, Bristol.— Your 15 c. Dutch, red-brown, is one 
of the new series, which at present numbers six values. 
— If you never intend paying more than 6/ for a stamp, 
your collection will certainly be minus the majority of 
the rarer stamps. 

Abthuk, Lowestoft.- The entire series of Porta^l 
exists, surcharged with the word madeiba, and again, with 
the word acores. Though apparently the emisnonB thus 
fabricated are only provisionals, we have at present 
no news of coming permanent issues for the respective 

M. L. B., Stroud, would like to know the best method 
for attaching stamps so as to permit of reference to the 
backs. Our present plan, and we find it to annwur 
as well as any, is to cut up the mamn of a alieet 
of stamps into little strips, of about haU an inch 
long, and one fifth broad ; double them cross- wise, 
with the gummed side outwards, and attach one 
half of this side lightly to the stamp, and the other 
half firmly to the book. The annexed diagram 

will make this dear; a is the half affixed to the 

stamp, S the half which is folded back and otloched to Uia 
book. . -^ [ 

I ctizcdbyGOOgle 



Feb. 1, 1869.] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



A SCHOOLBOY'S COLLECTION. 



THonsDAT, Dec. 11th, 
eighteen til birthday. 



lODi 



I £ 



nigbt be termed- 



hardly a boy any 

arrived at that age when I 

I by chance to do 



Diething very brave — an " heroiq youth ; " 
or, were I to commit some very reprehensible 
action, a " misguided lad," My old maiden 
aunta may even style me in derision, a 
"hobbledehoy," but I cao afford to smile 
at even anch a remark as that — the nn- 
kindeat cnt of all — for am I not away from 
home, earning my own bread? and no man 
can do better than that. Tes, away from 
home, sitting here in my little room, alone, 
in the midat of a great city. But if my 
thoughts did not wander back of tbemselvea 
to the qniet little house a huudrSd-and- 
thirty miles away, I have plenty of things 
to remind me pf it, little soavemrs whiqh my 
mother and sisters packed into my tmnk 
that sonny day, now more than a year-and- 
a-half ^o — aye, and there resting on the 
shabby book-rack is my old collection of 
stamps, side by Mde with the newer and 
more brilliant book in which I now arrange 
my possesaions. Let me look through it 
once more. I'm glad I did not dismantle it 
for the benefit of the new book. Almost 
every stamp it contains — even the forgeries 
which plentifully besprinkle it — possesses 
associations of its own, and helps to bring 
back to the mind those happy school-days, 
which, whilst they lasted, I thought so little 
of. Ah ! how carefully I nsed to stick 
my stamps down, and consequently how 
" cockled " every page ! An Oppen's album, 
and a good one too in its time, thoagh when 
it came into my hands some of its pristine 
brilliancy had worn off, for its first possessor, 
Jack Rcse, was not too careful of it. I paid 
well for it, not in money though, schoolboys 
are seldom troubled with too much of that ; 
with them pens, marbles, and a dozen other 
such things have regular currency, and a 
boy is not looked up to so much because hia 
father has a substantial balance at the bank, 
as becanse be himself has a substantial hoard 
of marbles. My chief wealth at the time 
when I coveted this album was a case of 
butterflies, on which I vastly prided myself. 



I had been a whole twelvemonth collecting 
them, and could show a by no means bad 
assortment of tigers, elephants, and mag- 
pies — of the moth kind. But my paasion for 
butterSies had taken wing, and the charms 
of entomology paled before the newer attrac- 
tions of timbrophily. Hose's collection of 
stamps, numbering in all some 300, waa the 
admiration of the school. It was a veritable 
triton among minnows, and with the desire 
to collect came au eager wish to become 
possessor of this paragon. I negociated 
with its owner, but at first unsuccessfully. 
He was deaf to the voice of the charmer — 
marbles he scorned, and be had a soul high 
elevated above buttons. My case of butter- 
flies alone seemed worthy to compare, in his 
eyes, with his nonpareil album. And so it 
went, and in return the album became mine. 
How carefully I enveloped it in the cleanest 
available piece of newspaper, and deposited 
it in the very bottom of my box, after a long 
examination of its contents. How I gloated 
over every stamp, and scarcely dared to 
guess at the enormous value of the whole. 
Well, I shouldn't like to lay this book before 
a brother amateur now, but in those old 
days it stood me well, and, small as I was, I 
rose greatly in the estimation of mj frienda 
as its owner. 

Turning over its crumpled pages. I can 
hardly help laughing at the strange mixture 
of specimens it contains. What pieces of 
stamps! what forgeries! and all stuck down 
as firmly as if the whole collection were to 
be handed down from generation to genera- 
tion as an heirloom. But to a schoolboy 
what did it matter ? the squares were filled; 
the various issues were in some disreputable 
manner represented, and that was enough. 

Pasted in with the stamps proper, are cuts 
from newspapers, and receipt labels, some of 
these latter showing np very well. Chief 
among them are some large Indian stamps, 
which my elder brother, who has been several 
voyages to the other hemisphere, brought 
me home. These, however, are not the only 
ones which I owe to him. Coming back 
some two years ago, he put in at St, Helena, 
and remembering that his little brother at 
school in England was a stamp-collector, 
went up to the post-office, and obtained the 
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entire set of proTisionaU — all new — aqd 
gave them to me on his arrival. Those 
Btamps were my pride, and the envy of my 
friends, and 1 hope never to part with 

Still casntdly turning the leaves, I come 
npoD the Ionian sqnareB; two oat of the 
three are ornamented with rank forgeries. 
I paid dear for those, and considered them 
great acquisitions ; it was no slight dis- 
appointment, then, to find afterwards that 
tbey were worthless. 

That green two-grote Bremen has been 
another source of vexation in its time, for I 
bought it as a choice variety. The St. Lucia 
counterfeit I believed in until quite a recent 
date, and the black one-crazia Tuscauy was 
to me no less an unquestionably genuine 
Htamp, nntil 1 submitted my book to older 
and wiser collectors. 

Scattered through the book are some 
dozen or more new and good stamps, which 
a dear old tViend bought and sent to me as 
a prexent not long before he left England. 
He was several years older than nie, in fact 
1 had been at one time bis fag, but between 
the big boy and the little one there was 
always a warm friendship ; and when, having 
received an appointment in a foreign house. 
Martin was obliged to leave rather hurriedly, 
and could not wish me good-bye in person, 
he wrote me a kind little note, and enclosed 
in it these unased stamps. 

Here on the French page is a reminder of 
another old friend, or rather of a friend of 
the family, in the shape of an obliterated 40 
c. stamp, which came on a. letter, almost the 
only one I received from him. This Austrian 
two kr. I took from off a. circular which was 
eent to my father ; these New South Wales 
emissions I purchased at a nominal price 
from a school-fellow, whose initial, "N," still 
appears in the comers. 

I might go on for ever thus calling up the 
histories of these worn little squares of paper, 
but the hour is late, and my solitary candle 
is burning low. I have suffered brain and 
pen to ramble on together, nntil my .hand at 
least is weary. Let me close the book, and 
think of friends at home. 



LIST OF STAMPS FIRST NOTICED 
IN THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S 
UAOAZINE FOR 1868. 
(Caneludtdfi-om page 6.) 

SiKitl. 
Type of first series. Col. imp. ; reCt. 

5 (medio) real greenish blue 7 on bluish 
1 (un) „ bine. j paper. 

1 ( „ ) „ grey-black on green. 
4 (cnatro) „ red on yellow. 

Same device. ,Blk. imp.; rect. 
1 real black. 

GUADALAJARA SEEIES. 

Same type as issue of 1867. Giro, blk, imp. 

2 reales rose. 

1 peso dull rose, perf. and unperf. 
Portrait in circle, Mexico in upper margin, 
value below, name of issuing BlBt« 
in Gothic letters at aide. Beet, 
perf. 
6 cent black on chamois. 
12 „ „ on green, 
2.5 „ blue on flesh. 
50 „ black on yellow. 
100 „ „ on fawn. 

^tto (Sranalja;. 

Device of issue of 1867. Col. imp, ; rect, 

1 peso carmine, flesh. 
Arms surmounted by eagle in ornamental 

oval frame, with wreath beneath ; 

inscription E. n. de colombu, COb- 

BKOS NACIOKALES. Blk. imp. ; OIL 

gltized paper, rect. 
5 peso green. 
10 „ vermilion. 

SOBRB FORTE STAMPS, 

Arms iDipaled on crossed spears, each bear- 
ing a Phrygian cap, nine stars 
above,on ground of horizontal linee. 
Blk. imp.; rect. Inscription SObre 

PORTE. 

25 c. flesh. 
Arms with stars at sides on lined ground, 
wreath in lower margin ; inscrip- 
tion SOBRE FOBTE. Blk. imp. ; rect. 
50 c. pale green. 
Arms and value DH feso in words in pointed 
inscribed oval, with stars in lower 
part, lined spandrels containing 
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the valne; inscription sobre porte. 
Elk. imp. i tect- 
1 peso (1 dollar) pale blae, 

VIGNETTES FOB REGISTEKED LETTBB8. 

Similar device to issue of 18G6, bnt fl^ 
tnmed to lefb, and inscriptioD dis- 
posed in a different manner, space 
ibr the address smaller, and eu- 
closed in a frame of straight and 
waved lines, 
50 centavoa black on white. 

LIBEL FOR OFFICIAL LEn'Elta. 

Inscriptfon — estados dnidos de cOLOMsrA. ser- 

VICIO DB COHBEOS NACIONALES. CERTI- 
FICADO OFICIAL, SALE DE...EN...DE 
...DE 18f»,.. REJ(ITB...EL ADMIKIS- 
TEAlfOH,— occnpying five lines in all, 
and enclosed in an oblong ornO' 
mented border, size 5 in. by 3 in. 
Blk. "imp. 

Black on bine. 

S* Smifl Hiltj. 

Profile of Queen to left in circle, curved 
labels above and below ; inecrip- 

' tion NEW SOUTH WALES FOSTIGE. 

Col. imp.; reot. perf.; watermark, 
italic figure 10. 

Tenpence lilac. 
Profile of Qneen to- left in centre of lozenge, 
ornaments in angles ; inscription 

NEW SOUTH WALES POSTAGE. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 
Fourpence brownish-red. 



Itortoaji. 



Same design as issoe of 18C7. Col. imp.; 
rect. perf. 

1 skilling grey-black. 

iinnge im ^fatf. 

Orange tree and three post-horns on lined 
, rectangular disc, inscription in 

mai^in oranje vru staat. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 
Een (1) penny brown. 
Zes (6) pence rose. 
Een (1) shilling ■ 



1367. Steam-ship, sailing to right, in oval , 
shield containing numeral at each 
comer ; inscription iiefiiblica del 



PABAOUAT, value in words at sides. 
Col. imp. ; oblong perf. 
5 centavos red. 
provisional series. 
!ame design, with large numeral in 
block type surcharged in red on 
centre of oval, representing the 

tirovisional value. Col. imp.; eb- 
on g perf. 
10 centavos deep green, 
deep blue. 



50 






Design of 18C2. Col. imp. ; square. 
1 dinero green. 



Same design as i^sue of 1866. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf 

5 reis black. 
10 „ yellow. 



50 



blu. 



120 „ green. 

.ftBESia. 

ENVELOPES. 

Devices of the three pf. (1865) and six pf. 
(1861) adhesives, respectively, im- 
pressed on right upper corner of 
envelope, and crossed by two lines 
of print. Col. imp. ; oct. 

8 pfennige mauve. 

6 „ vermilion. 

i^netuslaiili. 

Device of issue of 1866. Col. imp. ; rect, 
perf. 

Fourpence slate. 

^oiiian Bhttt. 

Device of issue of 1866. Elk. imp. ; on 
glazed paper, perf. 

2 cenLesimi green. 

light bine. 



10 



ailio 



lake. 
40 „ yellow. 

^onmBnia. 

Similar design to issue of 1866, bnt crosses 
instead of numerals at angles. Col. 
imp. ; rect. 

2 btini orange. 
4 „ bright blue. 
18 „ rose. 



:yGoogIe 
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20 kopecs pearl grey. 

Saint f tltns. 

Same design as isaue of 1855-63, with new 
value surcharged in black ink. 
Col. imp, ; rect. perf. 
Twopence yellow. 
Threepence dark pnrple. 
Five shillings orange. 

_ SaratnaK. 

(P) Head of Rajah Sir James Brooke on 
radiated gronnd in oval, Sarawak 
ahove, J. B. B. s. in the four comers 
(one letter in each). Col. imp. ; oh 
yellow paper, rect. perf. 
Three cents brown. 

Strlria. 

Design of issne of 1866. Col. imp. rect. 
(uDprf). 

1 para bright green. 

2 „ brown. 

Sutj ^aritimt €arnl Compaits. 

Steamer to right in ovali inscription canal 

MARITIME DE SUEZ POSIES, numeral 

of value in four anglei 
obi. 

1 centime black. 

20 ," blae. 
40 „ pink. 

S0utii ^Hstralia. 

Same design as iaaae of 1866. Col. imp. ; 
Tenpence deep orange. 

^trails jgcttlenients. 

PROVISIONAL SERIES. 

' the current Indian series, with 
crown and value surcharged. Col. 
imp. ; rect. perf. 
Three-half-centa red on blue. 
Profile of Queen, with diadem, to left in 
circle, inscribed straits settle- 
ments POSTAGE, value in lower mar- 
gin, different spandrel ornaments 
for each value. Col. imp.; rect. 
perf ; watermark c c and crown. 



I. imp. ; 



Type . 



24 „ green. 

Profile of Queen, diademed, to left in reci- 
angular lined disc, some inscription 
as the preceding. Col. imp. ; rect. 
perf., same watermark. 

S2 cents vermilion. 

^^ i> greyish green. 

§Mt)frlanli. 

Design of 1862. Col imp. ; rect. perf. 

25 centimes green. 

ENVELOPES. 

Design of 1867. Col. imp. ; circ. ; water- 
mark, a dove. 

25 centimes green. 
30 „ blue. 

aiiiitti mm. 

Device of 1860. Col. imp. ; rect. perf.* f 
24 cents violet- black. 
30 „ dark orange. 

JTeiKjoela. 

Same type as issue of 1866-7. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

i oentavo green. 
\ real rose. 
1 „ vermilion. 

©jttoiia. 

Lanreated profile of Queen, on solid disc, in 
inscribed circle with scroll edge, 
and surmounted by crown; inscrip- 
tion vioroBiA. Col, imp.; on yellow- 
ish paper, rect, perf., watermark v 
and crown. 

Five shillings blue. 

Same device, but printed in blue on white, 
with inscription and crown in red. 
Col. imp. ; rect. perf., same water- 
Five shillings bine and red. 

' The deei^e foi tbt Macapa of a new eenea are eiven 
at p. 17L of Tal. vi,, but Ka we are aa yet uaacqutunted 
witb the colours, we have thought it best to omit the de- 
ecriptioD from the preaent list. 

t All, or nearly all, the values of (liiB series are found 
with a raised squani quadrille pattern on the back, im- 
pressed ■ by order of the authorities for (he purpoee of 
causing the etamps to adhere more finnly to the envelopea 
to which (hey may be affixed. , 
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» of issue of 1866. Col. imp. ; rect. 

perf., watermarked with the word 
SIXPENCE. (Variety.) 

Sixpence bias. ' 



Design of the series of 18fi4-6G. Col. imp. ; 
rect. perf. 

3 kreuzer lilac (variety), 
7 „ deep blue. 
Numeral of value on diaper ground ia oval, 
with double frame, the ianer in- 
scribed, in small letters, post fhei- 
UARKE 1 the outer, wurttembubo and 
value; staghoms in oval at corners. 
Col. imp. ; rect. perf. 

1 kreuzer green. 

3 „ rose. 

7 „ blue. 



POSTAGE-STAMP PORTRAITS.— VIIL 



it ia valiantly conducted, wilt yield the imflginatiou 
bigher jo; than any fiction."~E)iEsaoN. 
The consequences of a new epoch in the 
United States postal system gave to phila- 
telists portraits of one of America's greatest 
patriots and presidents. 

Until March, 1863, the payment of drop- 
letters had been optional, but on the third of 
that month, an act was passed, compelling 
prepayment, and fixing the single rate at 
two cents. This law came into force in July, 
when the adhesive sjid envelope stamps, 
suitable to the new order of things, were 
issued. Every juvenile collector is familiar 
with the black labels, bearing a large head 
with a fine head of hair, and an intellectual, 
but decidedly American, countenance. That 
is a representation of Audrew Jackson, and 
it is of him our sketch shall be this month. 

Jackson, nnlike Washington or Jefferson, 
could not boast of a long roll of famous 
ancestors, or look back to a genealogical 
tree laden with noble names. There is 
always something adyantageouB to learn 
from the history of one who, to use the cant 
phrase of the day, is a self-made man ; for 
how often are the branches of the family 
tree, as we ascend, higher and higher from 
the root, laden with fruit which has sadly 



degenerated, and become, like unto the 
apples of Sodom, all beautiful without, but 
within nothing but ashes. The tenthredo 
which has punctured them may be either 
tyranny, vice, sloth, or any other destroying 
principle ; bnt whatever it may be, it remains 
still the same to the modern Huredipetee, so 
long as the rind, or the covering of riches, is 
left upon them. It is, therefore, a sign of 
sterling worth, for a man to make for him- 
self a name, revered and honoured by bis 
country, without the aid of this golden 
mantle, in which to envelop himselt Such 
a one was Jaokson. 

His family was originally Scotch, hut had 
settled in Ireland during the eeventeentli 
century. In 1765, his father, bearing the 
same name as himself, emigrated to the 
States, taking with him a wife and two sons. 
They finally settled in Union county, Caro- 
lina, where, on the I5th of March, 1767, the 
subject of oar sketch was born. As the 
family was still in indigent circnmstances, 
bis education was hut limited, and nearly all 
hia future knowledge was due entirely to his 
own exertion. He had the misfortune to 
lose his father when still very young, and 
his mother and her three sons had then to 
leave their home, as Jackson did not possess 
an acre of ground. They lived for some years 
in the house of a relative, a well-to-do 
liirmer, and whilst there, Andrew went to a 
small school, when it was open, which waa 
but seldom, the education being conducted 
by a travelling schoolmaster, 

Jackson, when quite a boy, fought in the 
War of Indopendence, and joined in many 
campaigns. A party of horsemen, collected 
to protect bis native villus, was joined by 
our hero and his brother Robert. They 
wore obliged at last to obtain shelter in the 
farm of a relation, where they were seized 
by an English officer. It is of this event 
that Jackson used to speak in after life, and 
particularly at his election for president, 
with snch acrimony. The usual ly-aecepted 
story is, that the " Britisher " ordered 
Andrew to polish hia jack-boots, which were 
thickly splashed with mud. The youth 
indignantly replied, " Sir, I am a priaoner of 
war, and claim to be treated as such." This 
speech irritated the officer, who adopted a 
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Tery pitiral way of revenge, by striking the 
hoy with hiB sword, and indenting a deep 
wound in his forehead, and, from. Jackaon 
attempting to ward off the blow, another 
gash in hie hand. The brothers were incar- 
cerated in a miserable prison, where their 
enfferings were fe:irfL]L. It is a qaestion if 
they wonld ever have come out alive, had it 
not been for the nnremitting perseverance of 
their mother in obtaining an exchange. On 
their release, both the boys were attacked 
with the ravages of small-pox, and after an 
agonizing journey, during which, as the 

Carty possessed only two horses, Andrew 
ad to walk ; footsore, limping, and weary, 
they arrived at their home, the elder brother 
to die within two days, and the younger to 
become a maniac. It was long ere be was 
sane again. On his recovery, he taroed his 
mind to the study of law, and having ob- 
tained, at Salisbury, in !North CaroHna, a 
license to practice, he started in business 
there. Nob finding the inhabitants suffi- 
ciently ahve to the advantages of htigation, 
he went farther west, to that portion of 
Carolina which was afterwards a district of 
the State of Tennessee, but before doing so, 
he obtained the sitnatidh of connty solicitor, 
answering to the office of public prosecutor. 
He arrived at Nashville when about twenty- 
one, and, notwithstanding the short existence 
of the settlement, found a large connection. 
As the single licensed legal practitioner in 
the place was in the pay of the tradesmen's 
cre'ditora, Jackson gave his assistance to the 
much-abused storekeepers, and in less than 
a ntonth had issued seventy writs. With 
such a state of affairs, it is only natnral to 
conclude that his progress w.as rapid and 
considerable, and that he at last managed 
to kill that Sindbad'a burden, poverty, with 
the stone of prosperity. 

He practised at the bar for more than 
twenty years, with the exception of short 
intervals engaged in the employment of the 
state. In 1796, he was elected a member of 
the House ofReprcsentatives, andthe follow- 
ing year found him transferred to the 
Senate ; this office he only retained for one 
aeasion, when, resigning, he was appointed 
a Judge of the "Supreme Court" in Ten- 
nessee. Previona to this, he had been made 



a Major-Oeneral of militia, and in 1812, ha 
obtained, from President Madison, a com- 
mission in the regular army. After a 
hazardous campaign with the Creek Indians, 
the most powerful of the British allies, he 
sabdued them, and effected, by a conp d'Stat, 
a victory to the republican canse. In 
November, 1314, he succeeded in taking 
Pensacola, for which he was highly com- 
mended; bnt he reached the sammit of his 
reputation as a warrior by his defence of 
New Orleans in the next year. The fol- 
lowing is an anecdote, given by an American 
writer (James Parton), of the general before 
the battle. It shows the manly character 
of the man. 

"At half-past one o'clock, p.m., on the 
23rd December, 1814, Qeneral Jackson was 
sitting in his office, in New Orleans, examin- 
ing papers and do<.-nments. He had been 
safferiug for several months from chronic 
diarrhcea, which had rednced him to a skele- 
ton, and greatly diminished his strength. 
Almost any man bnt General Jackson would 
have fonnd in his bodily condition a good 
excuse for resigning his commission, or 
going home. Not ho with this fiery and 
indomitable chief. White he was engaged 
in reading, the sound of horses galloping 
was heard withoat, and the sentinel soon 
announced the arrival of three gentlemen, 
who had important intelligence to commani- 

" ' Show them in,' said the general. 

" They entered, stained with mud, and 
panting from their furious ride. 

" ' What news do yon bring, gentlemen ? ' 
asked the general. 

" ' Important ! highly important ! ' replied 
one of them. ' The British have arrived at 
Viller^'s plantation, nine miles below the 
city, and are there encamped. Here is 
Major Villere, who was captured by them ; 
baa escaped, and will now relate his story,' 

" Major Villere proceeded accordingly ; 
and at the close of his narrative, the general 
brought down his clenched fist qpofi the 
table, exclaiming : 

" ' By the Eternal ! they shall not sleep on 
our soil ! ' 

" Then, with his nsual thoughtful polite- 
ness, he invited his jniests to take a.elkas of 



Feb. 1, 1869.] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



23 



wine, and sipped a little himself ia compli- 
ment to tfaeiu. He then tamed to liia aids, 
and quietly said : 

" ' Gentlemen, the Britiah are below. We 
mast fight them to night ! ' 

"His preparations were instantly made, 
and in a few minutes the American troops 
were on the march — about two thousand in 
numlMr. With this small force, aided by one 
little armed schooner in the river, Jtbcksou 
bad the aadacity to attack the enemy that 
night, and dealt them ahlow fromwbich they 
did not recover, and which prepared the way 
for the astonishing victory of the 8th of 
January, 1816. It was that prompt resolu- 
tion to strike the enemy as soon as he had 
landed which saved N^ew Orleans, and made 
the victorious general President of the 
United States." 

Not long after these events, Jackson was 
appointed commissioner to negotiate with 
Spain as to the transfer of Florida, on the 
settlement of which be was made the first 
governor of that province, but after holding 
this office for about a j^ar, he resigned, and 
again entered tbe Tennessee Senate. 

In 1824, Oenernl Jackson " ran " for the 
presidency with Messrs. Adams, Clay, and 
Crawford ; the first named came in ; but ou 
tbe next election, in 1828, Jackson waa suc- 
cessful. He was re-elected in 1832. 

At the end of his office as chief magistrate, 
be retired to his seat, the H^rmRage, near 
Nashville, where he closed a valuable life, 
June 8th, 1845, aged seventy-seven years. 
He was married, but left no children. 



NEWLY-ISSUED OB INEDITED 

STAMPS. 
The difficulties of jonmalism is a subject 
which bas frequently been dilated on, bat 
one on which, notwithstanding, the outside 
world of readers is still very much in the 
dark. Even wo, in our circumscribed sphere, 
bave obstacles to contend with, whereof our 
indulgent readers little dream. We have, for 
instance, to gather from fifty different sources 
the information concerning new issnes which 
is retailed in this our monthly chronicle, and 
the non-arrival of the more important 
auxiliaries places us in an awkward position. 



It will not do to "draw on our imagination 

for facts;" could we do so *e might present 
our friends with a long list of stamps which 
ought to be, but are not, and gladden their 
hearts with news of the suppression of issues 
whose sole characteristic is ugliness, in fa- 
vour of charming and appropriate designs. 
Being debarred from this line of action, 
however, what better can we do thaji to take 
our readers into confidence and confess to 
them tbe predicament in which we are for 
tbe moment placed. That " next week " for 
which we expressed onr longing last month 
has come and gone, but unfortunately has 
brought with it no snch a plethora of news 
as we anticipated. Our usual correspond- 
ence has not arrived, and thus onr pre- 
sent notice of novelties is likely to rival onr 
last in baldness ; and, to make matters worse, 
our engraver has disappointed us. At tbe 
moment of writing we have reason to fear 
that the illustrations of those new comers of 
which we have information will arrive too 
late for insertion. There is nothing for it^ 
then, hnt to bow to the inevitable, and lire 
in hope that the same concourse of adverse 
circumstances will not again occur. 

Spain. — Considerably to our surprise we 
bave received four new Spanish stamps, all 
bearing tbe head of Queen Isabella. They 
are of fonr values— 25, 50, 100, 200 mil. 
The 25 m. is a simple reprint of the existing 
design in light blue. The 50 reis shows the 
same portrait as before, hut enclosed in a 
somewhat different frame. The inscribed 
oval is broader, and the inscription, which is 
in Roman charaoters,is in white on a coloured 
ground. The angles are occupied with a 
kind of shell ornament, on which is displayed 
on the one side the figure 50, on the other the 
letter v. The colour is a rather deep mauve. 
The 100 mil. is perfectly identical in design 
with the late li cuartos, and is printed a 
clear brawn. The 200 mil. which makes ita 
appearance in deep green, resembles the 
19 c, having a five- pointed star at the angles. 
All four stamps are printed on white paper 
and perforated. The question naturally oc- 
curs, in looking at these stamps, how cornea 
it, if tbe very taee of their late qiieen is so 
much an object of hatred to the Spaniards, 
as we have been given to understand, that 
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that face is cboaea for the adornment of a 
set of new stamps ? Perhaps the explana- 
tion must be sought in the tact, that every- 
thing in Spain is in a "provisional" state. 
New stamps are wantei3, and the old plates 
are at hand whence to print a supply. With 
the prospect of the speedy in-coming of a 
new mler with whom again mnst come new 
coins, new stamps, new everything, it ia 
hardly worth while to go to the expense of 
preparing and putting in circnlation new de- 
signs which, in all probability, wonld have 
only a circnlation of two or three months at 
most. And this reminds ns that the stamps 
above described will, in all probability, bie- 
come very rare. The interregnum, of which 
they will be the representatives in our albums, 
is not likely to be of much longer duration, 
and with its cessation their currency will 
doubtless come to an end. We should ad- 
vise our friends, then, to obtain these stamps 
early, and not to follow the rule by which 
some collectors of our acquaintance are 
guided, not to trouble about obtaining new 
emissions immediately on their appearance, 
on the ground that they must become com- 
moner, and that there will be plenty of time 
after getting the old to look after the new. 

Holland. — Long expected come at last, 
is our welcome to the new 1 cent stamp 
which made its appearance on the 1st of the 
new year accompanied by another stamp of 
the value of 2 cents or centimes. The de- 
sign is neat and tasteful, and forms a decided 
contrast to the other stamps of the series. 
In the centre are the Netherland arms, a lion 
varapant grasping a dagger, on a shield sur- 
mounted by a crown ; this is suppoi'ted by 
cross branches which almost touch the crown 
on either side, and the whole is enclosed in a 
pearled circle ; this portion of the design is on 
a white ground. The rectangle is filled with 
a ground of horizontal hues on which appears, 
above the circle, the word KESGEtLANr ; and 
below, the value ; a scroll ornament occupies 
the comers ; and an outer frame of a thick 
single line completes the picture. The lower 
of the two values is printed black, a colour 
which shows up the design very effectively ; 
the higher is in pale huff. Both are on white 
un watermarked paper and are perforated. 

Cafe of Good Hope, — A correspondent 



forwards ns the following notice, extracted 
from the Gape of Good Hope Qovernment 
Gazette, of Nov. 17, 1868. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICE.~No. 356.— 1888. 

Colonial Offitt, Cape of Good Eape. 
16 Sot-ember, 1868. 
His Eicpllcnny the Governor dire^ it to be aalifled far 
^oiUiml inrarTUBlion Ihat he has eanctioned the eoaversion 



been eftected hy obliteraliiig the words, "postage si 
penec," nl the foot of thi' atiimp, and printing aci'osa Iho 
body the word. "Fourpence," 
Uy eouuuand of His Eicelloncj the Qoreraoi, 
a. SOUTHEY, 

Cotaaial Secretary. 

Wo have just seen one of these changed 
stamps, and find that the new denomina- 
tion is printed across the face in red letters. 

Transvaal Republic. — We have received 
authentic information that four values are 
shortly to be issued for this state, and wUl 
give fnll particulars nest month. 

CfitLON. — We are assured by an amateur, 
whose information is generally of the best, 
that the penny stamp we described last 
month is beyond dou^t a postal. 

CoKRiBNTES.— The editor of Le TimbrophUe 
has received at various times several copies 
of the Corrientes design printed in black on 
yellow paper, and is confident of their an- 
tbenticity. Qis supposition is, that, like the 
old Prussian, this type has been re-issued. 
Have any of our readers met with this 
stamp ? — we appeal more especially to those 
who are resident in the Argentine Republic. 

United States. — We have received a copy 
of the Postmaster-Qeueral's report for the 
last year from a correspondent, who draws 
attention to the fact, that no mention is 
made of a new issue of postage stanaps; 
and observes, it ia by no means certain 
that the designs described last month in 
our columns will be adopted. In this con- 
nection, we deem it well to quote the 
statement made by Le TimhrophUe, to the 
effect that the new emission which has been 
referred to is adjourned, the types presented 
by the American Bank-Note Company not 
having been accepted. Not one of them ia 
well executed ; and all who have seen them, 
have united in the one opinion, that they 
ought to be rejected. 

EcUADOB. — M. Mah^ having made ipqairios 
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of the French consnl at Guayaquil, with ft 

view to determme the gonnineQess of the 
2 ris. green and 12 rls. red, has been in- 
formed by thie ffentleman, in reply, that the 
only true Ecuador stamps in existence are 
the ^ rl. blue, 1 rl. yellow and. green, and 

4 rls. red. 

Pbince Edw*kd Island.— a correspondent, 
in reply to an inquiry addressed to the post- 
master of the island, has received information 
that ft new stamp, value fimrpence, waa in 
preparation, and would be issued in a few 
weeks, but no mention was made of the 
colour or design. 

FR.tNCE. — We copy the following piece of 
news from Le Petit Jiniitial, the stamp re- 
ferred to being in part postal, 

"Wo have seen to-day in the Aheilte de 
Fontainebleau the first application of the new 
adhesive journal stamp. It is about 3 centi- 
metres (1^ in.) in length by two in width, 
and of a lilac colour. The centre is occupied 
by the imperiiil anus placed in a frame ; 
above appears tiuebk imperial, below the 
word JOUKNAUX; at the right and left, the 
* value — 2 cent for the departmental journals, 

5 cent for those of Paris, The stamp is 
placed in the text, which is printed over it." 



CONCERNING REPRINTS. 

{Omtinucd from p. 2.) 

Italy. — Under this title it will be well to 
comprehend the emissions of all the separate 
states in existence prior to the formation of 
the kingdom of Italy. 

Sardinia. — The first series, we believe, baa 
not been reprinted. Unused specimens are 
still rarer than obliterated. The former have 
certainly a somewhat fresh look about them, 
but this may be due to their having been 
carefully kept. The second and third series 
have been reprinted, at the request of the 
government, by the engraver. The reprints 
of the third series are very scarce, and 
unused copies are among the rarities of 
an album. The re- impressions of its pre- 
decessor are comparatively common, and 
the engraver has also worked the plates in 
fancy coloars on cardboard ; these latter 
impressions, In our opinion, have no value 
whatever. 



Modetta. — Opinions differ as to the value of 
the nnused specimens which are so generally 
offered for sale. Dr. Magnus believes that 
whatever may be said, they ar« genuine. 
Mr. Pemberton, on the other hand, recom^ 
mends that unnsed sets should be avoided 
as scrupulously as " the gentleman with the 
orthoptedical shoe." There is certainly a 
probability of their being reprints, but again 
it should be remembered that the cnrrency 
of the emission was suddenly cnt short by 
the revelation, and that at the time there 
may have been a large stock of stamps in 
hand. It is, then, equally as probable that the 
unused sets which come over to this country 
may have formed part of this stock, and be 
therefore genuine originals. The fact that 
bhey are sold at a very low price is not con- 
clusive proof of an inferior origin ; though 
with most emissions it furnishes a strong 
ground for suspicion. The perforated seta 
of Sardinio- Italian stamps are, like the 
ModenesB, offered at a price far below what 
might be supposed to be their value, as 
originals of a scries which has been out of 
use for upwards of five years ; yet, that they 
are originals, is certain; and the explanation 
of their cheapness is found in the fact, that 
they also were comprised in the surplOa 
stock in hand at the date of suppression. 
On the whole, then, we should be inclined to 
place faitb in the Modenese as originals. 

Parma.— The first issue has not been 
reprinted. Of the second, we are not BO 
certain, as it was not in use when the revo« 
Intion took place; to defend the originality 
of the unused sets, we are driven, then, to 
fall back on the theory of " surplus stock,'' 
In support of this theory, we would observe 
that the second issue had currency from 
eight to twenty months at most. It waa 
emitted in April, 1857, and suppressed some 
time in the following year. That the first 
stock of this series should not have been 
exhausted at the time when the succeeding 
type was emitted, ia therefore not unlikely j 
and neither, again, is it at all improbable 
that the remnant — -be it great or small — was 
kept in stock, and found in the post-office 
on tbe examination or removal of the papers. 
What tends to increase onr belief in the 
originality of the specimeua now oti sale, ia 
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ihe fact, that, to oar certain knowledge, the 
two higher valoes (25 o, purple, and 40 o. 
blue) are becoming rarer: onouranppoaition, 
the original bIocIc, which wonld have been 
leBs for these than for the lower denomina- 
tions, is exhausted, or ou the point of ex- 
haustion. For the third series, and for the 
provisionals, there remains the like proba- 
bility. Of the two, the third series is by far 
the more common ; the higher values of the 
provisionala are now, like those of the second 
series, becoming 'scarce. Be it always 
■nnderstood, however, that we do not venture 
to affirm poaitively that the Parmesans have 
not been repriated, we can only represent 
the probabilities, and most leave onr readers 
to balance them. 

riMcan I/,— Properly speaking, there has 
been DO reprint of the lion series, ati the 
reprints in existence have been struck on 
wbite nnwatermarked paper, whilst, as is 
well known, of the two editions of this series, 
the tirst was on bluish paper, watermarked 
with a large ducal crown (of which only n 
portion appeared on each stamp) ; the second, 
on wbite paper, watermarked with lines 
irregularly intermingled. The reprints above 
described should be avoided, as used originals 
ai'e much preferable ; but unused water- 
marked stamps may always be accepted. 
There is, however, one exception to this latter 
rule; a 2 soldi stamp has been fabricated 
from the die of one of the " crazias," printed 
in a thick but brilliant red, and on paper on 
which tbe original watermark has been 
counterfeited. By counterfeited, we mean 
in some way imitated on the surface of the 
paper. This stamp once seen cannot be 
forgotten, the colour is so pecuhsr, and has 
been pnt on so thickly as to render the 
design in parts indistinct. 

Of the provisionals, there have been no 
reprints made, but unused originals of the 
lower values are by no means rare. The 
8 lire, however, continues to be as &baloue]y 
T&lnable as ever. We have never bnt once 
in the oonrse of oar life seen an unused copy, 
and that was in the album of a friend who 
was resident at Leghorn at the time of the 
revolution. He had bought it with the 
intention to prepay a lett«r to England with 
it, bnt — happy accident! — ore the letter 



conld be sent, the sovereign people had risen 
" in -its millions," and suppressed at oncg 
the dynasty and its stamps, and our friend's 
'S lire was relegated to his then newly-formed 
album. 

Napleg and Siet2^. — The Ifeapolitans have 
Certaiuly not been reprinted ; the same is not 
equally certain of the Sicilian. Dr. Magnns 
gives us the following information concern- 
ing these latter : — 

M. the Baron de L ha« sffirmed to ui that ths 

S'jiter of the Sicilian BtKmpB having the plutes in his 
nda, bu reprinted from them. 'J'he poeition of the 
author of this asaertidn does not permit us to oonsiilur 
the qucBIioD itny longer doubtful. What we can statu 
is, that Che majority of the ahadfa of (ha Bi>-called 
reprinta are found obi lit rated. 



now upwards of a year since the con- 
Toversy respecting the gennineneas of the 
large-figure Argentine was closed. Since 
ihen we have observed with some regret, 
hat we stood almost, or entirely, alone in 
he philatelic world, as defenders of the 
authenticity of these stamps. The principal , 
authorities have combined to condemn them 
as impostors, timbres de ftintaisie, concocted 
reprints, and we know not what. Our own 
opinion has not, however, been subjected to 
aoy change, and to-day we are in possession 
of further proof of their genuine character. 
The original discoverer of these stamps, 
Senor Arenales, has set himself resolutely to 
work from the first moment when they were 
called into question, to obtain evidence of 
their being true and valuable stamps; but a 
severe illness, which confined him to his bed 
for several months, coupled with his with- 
drawal from Buenos Ayres on account of 
the prevalence of cholera there, has retarded 
his progress in the accumulation of proof, so 
that it is only recently he has been able to 
obtain the required information from tlie 
Argentine audit office. This is comprised in 
the following documents, of which we give 
the translation in fall, feeling persuaded 
that they will be read with interest. 

Buenoa Ajres, October 8lh, 1868. 
To hia Eicel1«ncy the Minister for Horns Aflaira, 
DoD Christucal i^iiirre. 
HoKonasD Sia,— The undsrfflgaed begs your worship 
to order a eerCifical* to be sent to him from the general 
Audit-offloe on the following poin^ : — 

I, iA.(H' 
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re are in the ttrchive* of the 
_ Audit-ofBoe any books from whkh the general Audit-office 
of Parana has derived a branch revenue ; of what claflsea 
and importauBe? 

4th.— State any other information the Audit-office can 
sive in refereuoe to the postage elamps of the Argeutine 

Being obliged to send to Europe these oSoial statemente, 
I bpg your worrfiip to order that uttti receiving the in- 
fonnalion, a copy should be handed over to me for the 
above purpoEti. 

Youra meat respectfully, 

A. MZ. ALVAKEZ DE ARENALES, 

Buenos Ayrea, Oct. 9, 1868. 
Let the Audit-office give the infonuation. 

J. COETINET. 

HONOUBED Sir,— The audit-office forwards the re- 
quired information as tollows : — 

lat.— There are in the archives of this genetal Audit- 
office three pecbela of postage-stamps of the Argentine 
ConfederalioD. One packet contains 1,400 sheets of 
stamps of 6, 10, and 16 c. of two classes. The second 
contains 1,200 sheets of 5 c. small number; and the third, 
1,150 sheets on medium size paper of fie. large number, 
nil of ohich are now useless, being the issue of 1B69 ; and 
for the better underatanding of %ese classes, specimens 
are here attached — three stamps of 5, 10, and 15 centavos, 
large number, and on medium folios of 96 stamps each 
sheet.— [Here specimens of the three large-figure stamps 
are attached.]— Three stamps of 6, 10, and 16 centavos, 
number much smaller than the preceding ones, in folios 
of 216 each. [Here appear the three amall-figur 



2nd.— The three naekf 
laht on the 13th o ., , 

ilher with all the othpr documents of the ^vei 



brought 



!i of January, 1862, from Parana, 



of the Confederation, by Ihiea persons commissioned by 
the present national government, to bring them to Buenoa 
Ayres, with all the records of that govemtnent, and they 
figured in the inventory of 1he^^>ers collected in Parana, 
and entrusted to the ei-audilor. Sir. Pedro C. Pereyra, as 
belonging Co the general Audit-office of Parana. 

3id.— The commissioner brought into this cajiital all 
the books which were in Parana, amongst which were 

fetring to the stamps received and sent out. They 
indicate plainly the quantitj of stamps that were issued ; 
those that were sent to the different departmenta of the 
Confederation ; those wanted by] the Audit-office itecU, 
and those which were not used and brought into this city. 

The Audit-office has received other information from 
Mr. T. Romero, who was the chief officer of the Audit- 
office of Parana, from which it appears that it was more 
economical to print them off in folioe, because they cod- 
tained a larger number of stamps than the two medium 
ebeets, which latter were put aside, temporarily. It is, 
however, beyond doubt that both classes were put into 
cinulation by the government of the Confederation. 

This is all the informatian this office can furnish. 

FKANCISCO VIVAS. 

Sueaoi Ayret, Oct. 9, I86S. 



Let the information ^ven bj the Audit-office be sent to 
(he interested party. 

AUOrRRE. 

The' undersigned, chief clerk for foreign a&iis of the 
Argentine RepubUc, certifies that the signatiire above, 
viz. : "Aguurre," is authentic, and deserves to be credited 
(believed), because it is the same used in all his publio 
acts as Uinister fbr the Some Affiiirs of the Argentine 
Bepublic. 

PEDHO BELANSTEGUr. 
Attached to this information is the certifi- 
cate of the British consul as to the gennine- 
nesB of the last sigaatnre, couched in the 
following terms : 

I, FRANK PARISH, Her Britannic Majesty's Consol 
in this City of Buenos Ayrea, do hereby certify unto 
whotusoever it may ccncem, that the signature of Pedro 
Belanstegui, affiled to the Document hereunto annexed, 
is of his own true and proper handwriting, and that he is 
the Chief Clerk of the Department for Foreign Affairs of 
the Ar^ntine Republic. Also that the Seal affixed to his 
Signature is the Seal of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
of the Argentine Republic. In teatimany whereof I have 
granted this Certificate. 

Given under my hand and seal of office at the British 
Consulate, this Tenth day of October, One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Siitv Eight. 

FRANK PARISH. . 
The above documents bear upon their face 
the stamp of antheaticity. If on soma points 
they are not so clear aa might be wished, their 
comparative ohscurity must be attributed to 
the inforniFLnt's ignorance of the value to 

Ebilatelists of such details as he might easily 
ave given. 
The principal facts evidenced by these 
documents, are, 

1. That the snrplns stock of the large- 
figure series is preserved among the archives 
of the Argentine Aadit-office. 

2. That they were previoaalyin theAadit- 
ofBce at Parana. 

3. That they were included in the inven- 
tory of paper and records taken by order of 
the govemment. 

No specific answer has been returned to 
Senor Arenales' inquiry how many stamps 
remain in the hands of the office. There is 
only a genera! statement that there are more 
of the large than of the small-figore of the 
two higher valncB. This, by the incidental 
way in wliich it is given, seems to have been 
no more than a gnesi, and we should be 
inclined to question its accnracy. £y Mr. 
Wood's analysis of the figures formerly 
given, it would seem that only a em^ 
number of large-fignre stamps was printed ; 
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yre mast, therefore, fall back on one of 
two Rlternatiyee : either the fibres are 
capable of being so divided aa to show a 
greater .namber of larf^-figure, or else a 
great nuiDy of the amall-figure sheets have 
been withdrawn from the stock. This latter 
seems more probable ; the so-called reprints 
of the small-fignre, which are so common, 
may all have been derived from this fmitful 
Sonrce. 

It is a pity that instead of merely stating 
the (act that the Parana books give details 
of the issue of the stamps, the details them- 
selves were not given, aa they appear to be 
faller than those rendered by Cul. Espejo. 

There is one poiafc in which the report 
above given appears to us to be inaccurate- 
It speaks of the large-Sguro as being on 
sheets of 96^oi: rather we should say pages; 
now those we saw were certainly on double 
sheets, with 96 on each page, and Don Supere 
speaks also of these doable sheets bearing in 
all 192 stamps. Further, both sheets (those 
of 192 and those of 216) were of the same 
size, or we are greatly mistaken. We can- 
not, then, profess to explain the above state- 
ments, but we may remark, that the most 
important, Senor Romero's, is given second- 
hand. Tliat Senor Romero should recollect 
that there were two kinds of stamps, and 
that there was a reason for substituting the 
second for the first is, however, worth noting. 

There wai an economy effected by the use 
of the small-figure stamps, but it consisted, 
not in printing 216 on a somewhat larger 
sheet, but in so arranging the designs, that 
216 conld be impressed on sheets of the 
same size as those which contained only 192 
large- figure. 

That there ahonid be some disagreement 
between accounts emanating from various 
offices is not surprising; neither, moreover, 
is it discounting, since, despite such differ- 
ences, these accounts combine to prove the 
chief fact in dispute, viz. : that the 10 and 
15 c, large-figure, were really prepared in 
1858 for emission ; in other words, that they 
are genuine originals. We tmst, then, that 
our readers, and the philatelic world in 
general, will reconsider their opinion oa 
them, supported, aa they are, by bon& fide 
and valuable proof. 



POSTAGE-STAMP EMBLEMS.— L 

Tiara and Keij). — Roman Staits. 
Thb valne of an " observing eye " is nowhere 
better exemplified than in the study of 
stamps. To the casnal examiner of a col- 
lection, there is nothing more in it than a 
brilliant array of colours; the boyish ama- 
teur, whose sole object is to fill a book, is a 
gainer in knowledge only to the extent of 
recognising the countries to which the 
stamps belong, and perhaps in being madn 
aware that there are such places as the 
Virgin Islands and the Orange State ; but 
he who values his possessions for what tbey 
teach, and not simply for their gay appear- 
ance, may make them subservient to the 
acquisition of lore, which, tike the stamps 
themselves, shall be both useful and oma- 
mentaL There is one department of know- 
ledge, appertaining perhaps more to the 
latter than to the former class, but yet by 
no means despicable, which, in connection 
with stamps, has certainly not been suffi. 
ciently worked, though our " coloured 
fovourites" furnish an excellent stepping- 
stone for its study, — we refer to heraldry. 
It is not our purpose now to lead the way 
to the examination of the abstruse mysteries 
of what has been well denominated a 
science ; we simply aim to lay before onr 
readers sncb. information as we possess aa 
to the meaning of the heraldic devices with 
which many of our stamps are embellishod, 
aad leaving it open to them to pursue the 
study to such further extent as they may 
please. 

We will this month endeavonr to present 
some particulars concerning the ti^r& and 
keys displayed on the Papal labels. Before 
doing so, it may not be out of place to make 
a few remarks on heraldry in general. 

That some distinctive emblem was often 
adopted among the Greeks in time of war, 
there seems but little room to doubt, as in 
Euripides' tragedy of PAtehiseos we read, that 
" Parthenopceus had, in the centre of his 
shield, the domestic sign^ — Atalanta killing 
the .^tolian boar." The expression, " do- 
mestic sign," is certainly curious, but most 
likely the crest was taken from some incident 
which had occurred in his family. Epi 



family. Epripides 
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lived 442 b.c, bnt Homer, who flouriBhed 500 
years antecedent to thia, apeaks of sculptured 
shields, so we may reasonably conclude that 
these escutcheons bore some device. It was 
not till the tenth century that the use of 
armorial bearings became general, at which 
time they were very popular in Germany. 
From the seal of Richard I. bearing two 
liooB on a shield, it seems to have assumed a 
more fixed character in that reign ; bnt it 
reached its height during the first crusade, 
when, to qnote Dryden ; — 

" At each trumpet vex a banner bonnil, 
Whiuh, waving in the wind, diapla^'d at large 
Their master's coat of anna and knightly charge." 

Under Edward I., we find that "all great 
commanders had adopted arms which were 
at that date really coatg, the tinctures and 
charges of the banner and shield being 
applied to the anrcoat or mantle which was 
worn oTei* the armoar ; while the trappings 
of horses were decorated in a similar man- 
ner," • Camden, in his Eemaint, tells us 
that " the esteem in which crests were held 
in the reign of Edward III. may appear by 
his giving an eagle, which he himself had 
formerly borne for a crest, to William 
Montacute, Earl of Saliabory." 

The custom of bearing anna, in course of 
time, spread beyond men of the sword, and 
was adopted by corporations and monas- 
teries. "Persons of the middle class," writes 
Mr. Lower, " not entitled to coat-armour, 
invented certain arbitrary signs, called 
merchant's marks, and these often occnr in 
the stonework and windows of old bnildinga, 
and upon tomlja. Piers Plowman, who 
wrote in the reign of Henry III., speaks of 
" merchantes' markes ymedeled " in glass. 
Sometimes these marks were impaled with 
the paternal arms, of aristocratic mercbants, 
as in the ca^e of John Halle, a wealthy 
wool-stapler of Saliabuiy, rendered im- 
mortal by the Uev. Edward Duke, in his 
Prolusitmes HUtoricts. The early printers 
and painters likewise adopted similar marks, 
wbicK are to be seen on their respective 
■works, A rude monogram seems to have 
been attempted, and it was generally accom- 
panied with a cross, and occaaionally a hint 

• CmioiUut of Mrraldrp, by A. M, Loww. 



at the inventor's pecniiar pnrsnit. The 
heralds objected to such marks being placed 
upon a shield; for, says the writer of Harl. 
manuscript 2262 (fol. 10), "Tbeys be none 
armys, for every man may take hym a marke, 
bat not armys without a herawde or purey- 
vauntej" and in Ttie duty and o^ee of an 
Herald, by F. Thynne, Lancaster Herald, 1605, 
the officer is directed " to prohibit merchants 
and others to pnt their names, marks, or 
devices, in escutcheons or shields, which 
belong to gentlemen bearing arms, and none 
others." 

But space will not permit of our indulging 
farther in these historical details ; we will 
therefore proceed at once to the subject of 
onp sketch — the tiara and keys. To com- 
mence with the former, we may premise thai) 
it took its origin from the turban worn by 
the Jewish priests when performing their 
holy offices. It was worn by the encient 
Persians, and is fomid adorning tbe heads of 
the kings of Pontus, as represented on their 



f beaming eunny rayi, i 
ircled theu heads." 
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These ornaments were usually embellished 
with peacocks' feathers, and worn in tbe 
form of a tower. 

Pope Damasins II. waa the first crowned 
with the tiara, which was at that time a high 
round cap. This was in 1053. It waa 
encompassed with a crown by John XIX. in 
1276 ; a second coronet was added nineteen 
years later, by Boniface Vtll. ; and it 
assumed its present form of a triple crown 
about 1334, from Benedict XII. In its 
complete shape, it represents the persona of 
the Holy Trinity. The keys are of oonrso 
those given to St. Peter by our Saviour, 
when he said, "I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatso- 
ever thou shalt bind on earth, shall be bound 
in heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth, shall be loosed in heaven." There- 
fore, the confession of penitents is termed, 
in the Boman communion, the power of the 
keys. Milton beautifully eipressen the idea 
of a heavenly key, in the lines,— 

ic there be, that by due steps upire 
•<-■■-"•'-'--'- itgotUnkey 
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■ The tiara is the emblem of the civil rank 
of the Pope, and the keys of hia Bpiritual 
jarisdictioD ; for on hia death his arms are 
represented with the tiara alone, mintis the 

Keys were formerly much used among the 
Romans for purposes of divination, and 
even now many Italian young ladies, when 
retiring to rest, on the eve of St. Pet«r, 
place ander'their pillows some keys, and ask 
the Saint to tell them of their ^tnre has- 
banda, singing something to this effect : — 
" Gran SbiiW, pel tun favoro 
Fa felic? 11 mio amore 
E pel tuo potiT nnlico, 
'■ Faterai veder I'amico." 

A somewhat similar cnatom of obtaining 
omens throngh keys existed in Cornwall, 
the head-qnarters of prognostications. 

The Papal arms are displayed on an oval 
shield, surrounded by gold arabesque, and 
Hometimea supported by golden leaves. On 
the field are emblazoned two keys in saltire, 
one or, the other argent ; in chief a tiara 
surmounted by orb, or, adorned with pre- 
cious stones. When the pontiff has belonged 
to one of the holy orders previous to his 
election, he often impales the arms of that 
order with those of the state, in addition to 
those of his own &mily. As examples of 
this we will give the arms of the present 
pope, and of his predecessor in the chair of 
St. Peter. Pius IX. is of the noble house 
of the Counts Mastai—Ferreti, His armorial 
bearings are — quarterly : 1st and 4th, azure, 
a lion rampant, or; 2nd and 3rd, aTi/enl, a 
fhevron, yulet. Thusa of Gregory XVI. are 
parted per pale ; the dexter half, containing 
the arms of the Cappellari family, is parted 
per fesae gules, charged with three mullets 
(stars), or; the sinister of the shield bears 
a chalice or, on the top of which are two 
pigeons argent, in the act of drinking, &oing 
each other, in chief a comet in splendour, 
or; for the order of Camaldoleuses. 



Envelopes, which we all uee for our leCtera, were not 
invented till abaut forty yeara ago, when a atationer at 
Brighton, named Brewer, devis^ them aa wrappers for 
paclietB of ladiea' tiny nole-paper. Then the ladies took 
them up for pnvate notw onlj, for if seat by post the 
letters coclosed in them, as a "'double," vouM be aub- 
ieeled to additional poalaga. Then M.P.'a and nobis 
lorde used them for their franks; and lastly, on the intm- 
duction of the penny poBlal Byslem in 181U, they came all 
■t once into general uee. 



REVIEWS oc POSTAL PUBLICATIONS, 
M. JUoent' Anglo-French Stamp Albam. 
Translated by 'C. W. Vines, Esq. 
AM., Ph.D. With Maps, upwards o_ 
500 11 lustrations, 77 repreaentationa of 
fhe Arms of the principal Conntriea of 
the World ; together with a Money 
Table arranged by M. Bebgek-Levrault, 
and a description of all stamps known 
to this day. Brussels : J, B, Moens ; 
Bath : Allred Smith & Co. 
The English edition of Moens' album is -at 
length before the world, and we do not 
doubt it will be heartily welcomed by col- 
lectors. It is an old friend, with a some- 
what altered &oe. The original work, with 
which most philatelists are acquainted, was 
considerably smaller, and the " designs " 
were lithographed. The new comer is en- 
tirely the work of the [winter, and one of 
which, we do not hesitate to say, the printer 
maybepcond. Inthe"get-np"of abooksnch 
aa this, much closer attention ia required, 
and even greater skill, than for the prepara- 
tion of an ordinary publication composed 
entirely of letterpress. Every page has its 
own particular squares for the reception of 
stamps, and these squares mast be exactly 
of a given size, and arranged in a specif 
manner. And if the printer has reason to 
be proud of the result of his labour, the 
author has even greater reason for satis- 
&ction. It is bnt repeating a worn-out 
tmism, to say that no work can bo altogether 
perfect ; there are some minor faults even 
in this one, but the Ivule-entemhle of the 
album is most pleasing. 

The number of stamps for whioh places 
are provided must be very great, as space 
is given for every important variety. Our 
readers, however, can better judge of the 
completeness of this album irom the fact, 
that it contains 350 pages, all carefully 
allotted out to the various countries. 

The collector will be greatly assisted by 
the descriptions which appear on the pages 
opposite to those on whicui the stamps are 
to be placed ; and the engravings of the 
various types, which are given ^wve the 
descriptions, will still further aid in the 
work o£ recognition. 

jtizcdCyGOOgle 
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t most carefiilly claaaified, the author 
having no doabt given to this work his 
special attention ; and we do not hesitate to 
say, that any collector who devotes himself 
intelligently to the work of filling up this 
book, cannot fail to acquire a profoana and 
BCCnrate knowledge of stiLmps. 

The aole fiinlt which we find is the in- 
clusion of the Hamburg locals. We do not 
think the author was well advised in leaving 
spaces for these worthless stamps, and 
should decidedly recommend their omission 
from future editions. Purchasers of the 
present one must put np with this defect, 
and may perhaps be the more easily recon- 
ciled to it, as the spaces can be filled at such 
very slight expense. 

We mnst not omit to point out the fact, 
that the fact of the translation from the 
French being made by Dr. Viner is in itself 
evidence of the mostcarelu! rendering of the 
French descriptions. M. Moens did well to 
secure the services of a gentleman who is 
at once a philatelist and a scholar; and it is 
greatly to be regretted that from the pressure 
of time, the author was unable to send to Lis 
translator for correction the proof of the 
English preface which is affixed to the work. 
This preface, from the general inaccuracy of 
ilfi language, forms a slight blemish, and we 
understand M. Moena intends to reprint the 
sheet in which it is contained. We our- 
selves, however, hardly think the fault re- 
quires such expensive " correction." 

To these remarks we have only to add, 
that the paper is of extremely good quality, 
and that the cover is ornamented with 
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vet-y tasteful device. With everylhing in 
its favour, the new-comer cannot fail to win 
its way, and we doubt not the proof of its 
success will soon be forthcoming, in the 
shape of another edition. 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

A Cockney inquired at the Ueneral Post-Offlce the 
olher day for a letter for "Knery Hogden." He waa told 
there was none. "Look 'ere," he replied, a little angrily, 
"you're hiiiamined a hodd letter for my name. It don t 
commence with a haitcb '■ It begina with a ho 1 Look 
fain the 'ole that'a got the ho'a I " 

Thb Bajab of Sjikiwae.— i friend irritea ua oa 
followa: — " Your correspondent ia in error respecting the 



decease of the preKnt Rajah of Saravak, the nepheir 
and Bucceeaor of Hajiih Brooke. He »till lives. It is hia 
brother, another nephew of the late Bajah, who died. 
This vaa coniniudicaCed to the Timtt a few weeka back : 
end you will find reference made te the fact, if yon look 
over a file of that paper. 

Ocean I^ennt Postaob. — The ocean penny postage 
scheme is again alnrted, and Mr. Keverdy Johnson has 
eipresaed to Mr. Bayley, Mr. Hadfield, and other mem- 
bers of parliament, who memorialiaed him on the aubject, 
his willingneSB to momotc the object between the United 
States and Great Britain. There is, therefore, a pro- 
bability of Elihu Bunitt aeeing his pet idea at leait 
partly adopted. 

The Pony Expbsss. ~In the American " Statutes at 
Large," dated March 2nd. 1861, the following passage 
occurs; "The postmaster-general ia directed to run a 

Sony express from New York to San Francisco, in ten 
aya for eight months, and twelve days for 4 montha: 
carrying for the government, free of charge, 5 lbs. of mail 
matter, wilh the privilege of issuing postage stamps, and 
charging the public one dollar per half-ounce letter, the 
contractors shaTl receive £20,000 par annum, and the con- 
tract eiplrc July Ist, 18M." 

A Beuaheably Ihtellioent Amuiai..~A lady ia 
London— rather an citeneive radius— had a favourite 
poodle, which earned her letters from the postman to a 
couch in the lady's parlour. On one occasion, the mistresB 
of this sensible little canine obsbrvod, no doubt greatly to 
her astonishment, that instead of the only letter arrived 
that morning being carried to her settee, t!ie dog ptit it into 
the fire. Amazed, she rushed forward, and rescued the 
letter, although nearly half burnt ; and. Id and behold^ it 

we shall be pleased to see it. 

Heetino the Mail Tender.— Mr. Diekena, after 
describing his thoughte and adventures "aboard ship" 
Item the United States, on nearing the Irish coaet, goea 
on to say, "Then up came the half-dozen paasengers who 
are going ashore at Queenstown, and up comes the mail- 
agent ia charge of the bags, and up come the men who 
are to carry the bags into the mail lender that will oome off 
for them out ot the harbour; lamps and lanterns gleam 
here and there about the decks, and impeding bulks are 
knocked away with handspikes, and the port-side bulwark, 
barren but a moment ago, bursts into a crop of heads of 
aeamen, stewards, and engineers- The light begins to be 
giained upon, begins to be alon^de, begins to be ItA 
astern. More rockets (bodib having been fired previoualy), 
and between us and the land steams beautifully Uie 

' steam-ship, City of Paria, forSew Y-"- — ' * 

-"' ^ -e with c ---' "--■ 

litvhca (the sickest passenger 
delighted by this ci 

and now the lights ol 

What vagaries the mail tender perfort ._ ._j, 

every point of the compass, especially in those where she 
hae no business; and why she performs them, heaven 
only knows ! At length she is seen plunging within a 
cable's length of our port broadside, and is bein^ roared 
at through our speaking trumpets to do this thing, and 
not to do that, and to aland by the other, as it she were a 
very demented tender indeed. Then, we shickening 
amidst a deafening roar of steam, this much-abused tender 
is made fast to us by hawsers, and the men in readineai 
carry the bags ^»aid, and return for more, bending under 



1 board is the moat 



circumstance). Time rushes by as W8 
we see the light in Queenstown harbour, 
s of the mail tender coming out to ua. 
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their burdens, and looking just like the pasttsbourd iron* 
of the miller and his loen in the theatre of auv boyhood, 
and CDiRporling themeelvcB almost as unsteadily. All the 
while the unfrrtuiiate tender plunges high and lour, and 
ia roared al. Then the Queenatown pasaengerB are pat on 
boArd of her, with inHnile plungini; and roaring, and the 
tender geta heaved up on (he tKato that surprising exient, 
that she looks within an ace of washing aboard of us high 
and dry. Koared at with coalnraely to the laaC, this 
wretched teiider ia at length let go, with a final plunge of 
great ignominy, and falls spinning into our wake." 



CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE FLAP ORNAMENT OF THE IKDIAN 

ENVELOPE. 

roi(l*jai'/WrO/"THESTAMP-COLLECTOa'BMAOAZmi." 

DEinBiB,— In Tol V. of Tht Utamp-ChUttlor'i Msga- 
J. 182, lobserve, under the head of enTelopes, "India, 






with 



thedeagn of X^ie I'mnand palm tree ? One has juat been 
■howa me; it is ao anutid specimen, and therefore it 
does not aSbrd evidence of the stamp having been in 
circulation. 1 eannot find it mentioned in any catalogue. 
Tours bithfullv, 
MaHrM. P. H. H. 

A ONE CENT U. S. WHITE NEWBPAPEB 
WRAPPElt. 

To (ft»£lft(oro/'"THESTAMP-COLLECTOH'gMAOAIlNE." 

Dki - '• ■ 

collectors, that we poseesa, among i 
per and envelope slauipa, a one tr.a\ op^niicu u.i a—^c 
paper. I have had a cut copy in my collection for a 
number of years» and many peraons who have examined 
it have pronounced it either a diieei^ted four cent (3 and 
1) envelope on white paper, or the one cent envelope 
buff changed to white by application of acids. I take 

Eleasure in handing you an entire wrapper, ehowiug it to 
e a veritable stamp, embossed on white watermarked 
(u.B.p.o D.) paper. I also beg to hand you a similar 
stamp on a butf wrapper. The one cent stamp before 
mentioned, has been usually printed on an envelope, and 
this gave rise to the idea that there were no wrappers of 
that denomination, until a buff one recently appeared. 



imdcnts 
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i always had the idea ital the English and Welsh 
were numbered alphabetically at first— now I find Ponty- 
pridd, 163; CarEele, 16S; Newcaatle-on-Tyne, 545; 
Sloke-on-Trenl, 617. This does not look much like an 
alphabetical arrangement. Again, 1 always thought that 
a letter preceding a number was [>eeuliar to the British 
colonies.-~A for Malta, Gibraltar, and some ot the West 
Indies, British Guiana, &c. ; B I used to think was the 
distinguishing mark for Hong Kong, Mauritius, &t. ; D, 
-■ •■ " — ■ ■' -'■^ d theEngliah --- "-'- 

. , : UlaeH 

D iO; fence Houses, ffi 



All this is very puziling tome, but I have no doubt but 
there are persona who could give some eiiilanalion, and a 
good deal of informalioii on British and colonial post- 
marks, if they would only take the trouble to do so. 
Yours resuec;fulty. 

Melon, Camberlaad. WM. VlPOND. 

LALLIER'S STAMP ALBUM. 
Tb the Eiilor of "Tv.^STKae-Cau.'Etnov.'a Maoazinb." 
Dear Sir,— As I hear Lallier intends to make a per. 
manvnl stamp album, allow me to offer a few suggestions 
for the improvement of hia last editions. I think myaelt 
there ought to be -an other pag:e for the JIulready envelopes 
and covers isaued in 1840, In LilUer's fifth eiKUon, 
which I pOBsesB, there is onlv one page, at the beginning 
of the book, for a black and blue envelope, the covers 
being entirely left out. In thtf pages prepared for the 
United States, the West Indian IAl-*, and Aew Onmada, 
there is hardly any room for future anissiona, and the 
West Indian pages aro so cramped, that in a few month* 
i( will not bepoKnible to place a pencil between thealanips. 
In the Sth and 6th editions of the album, the deecHution 



I am, yours truly, 
Snjfilk. F. E, CAVELL. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
A PosTAOB Stauf. — The impetforate 2-pan Berrian 

was iasued several months back. 

K. S. N.^llie stamp about which you inquire, in- 
scribed CEa RE13 ia the current 100 reis Kraiilian, 

B. H., Braintree.~We are rather surprised that an 
amateur of your experience did not at ouc^i rea<^niBe in 
the stamp you describe the English lid, essay, 

R. P, K., I*icester.-Tour stamp la one of the series 
issued for use in the foreign branithH of the Aoatiiaa 
poat'Offlce, 

J. A. M,, Gainsborough. — The design you describe is 
that of one of a series of Austrian commercial stamps, 
which, under this title, ia deao-ibed at p. 29 of our voL 
for 1867, 

Iota eonfirms "Thela's" statement, that no two 
of the Nevis sixpenniee are alike, andsays, that the eaiae 
peculiarity characteriws the Id. and la. We can add our 
con&rmatiou on this point. There are twelve varictii^ 
thai being the number of stamps on a sheet. 

MahTEH C. inquires if the Indian stamps with a&RViCB 
printed Bcroea are different from those which do not beair 
the word? — Upon a superficial view of ihe matter, we 
should be inclined to say— Yes. 

UABCtiN Winchester.— The lilac-tinted 10 c. ItsUan 
forms a distinct shade. — We collect two shade* of the 
2 skill. Norwa;^ (arms, single figure), but in thia we 
follow our individual predilection. 

H. L. G.— If yon wish to collect in a "prepared '* 
album, we do not think you could du better than procuro 
a copy of Uoens' ue* Anglo-French Album, which 
may be had for a few shilllnga on applicalioa to our 
publishers. 

A110LE.SCES9. — We have not had positive information 
of the witlidrawal of the 3 centesimi Roman, but we 
should be inclmed to think that it has been suppressed. — 
llie IBc, Hong Kong, which we had long l>clievi..d. to have 
been suppressed, we were BUrprised to receive very recently 
a copy on a Hong Kong letter. It may, however, be that 
this stamp bad been long in Ihe Benders poaacsaion. 
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES. 

Febrcart 1G, 18C9. 
Odk readers have doubtless remarked the 
absence from the last three numbers o€ the 
mag^ine of the monthly reaumA which we 
purposed giving under the above heading. 
The cause must principally be sought in the 
irregularity with which oar contemporaries 
have arrived. Our continental friends do 
not appear to be impressed with the belief 
that " punctuality is the aoul of hufiiness," 
and that the exercise of this virtne ia more 
especially requisite in the pabli cation of, 
periodicals, Le Timbrophile is the most 

E eminent sinner in this respect; its num- 
r for the Slat of December only reached 
us at the end of January. Will it, then, 
pardon us if we ask, whether it intends to 
descend from the rank of a " periodical " to 
that of an " occasional ? " Is it about to 
fellow the example of Le Oollectwnncur, which 
flits across the philatelic horizon at irregular 
intervals varying from three to six months ? 
or does it consider that so long as its twelve 
numbers appear in the course of a year, its 
subscribers have no caase to complain ? 
Even Le Timlire-Poete, which we have been 
accustomed to receive within a week or ten 
days from its nominal date, has, within the 
last two or three months, fallen into irregular 
habits, though in its case we believe the 
decadence has arisen from temporary and 
exceptional causes. Only our American 
contemporaries have been punctual, and 
their pages are, unfortunately, so much 
occupied with their personal squabbles, that 
there is not much left of their contents, 
whence to glean anything of interest for 
the unconcerned collector. Perhaps, bow- 
ever, with the new year our tardy friends 
will turn over a new leaf, and our dispu- 
tatious contemporaries cease from quarrel- 
ling amongst themselves ; for such an 
alteration in the state of things no one 
will be more grateful than we. And now — 
to business. 

The Philateliet. — The nn mber for December, 
though far from being uninteresting, contains 
nothing of an "eitractable" nature. From 
Mr. Pemberton's letter therein, it would 
seem that progress is being slowly made 



towards the formation of a philatelic society. 
A correspondent in the January number 
writes lucidly upon the composition and ad- 
vantages of the proposed society, and states 
that several friends of his have inquired of 
him respecting its scope. Still, the project 
ia for all practical purposes m Jtubibua; it 
has not advanced beyond the region of sug- 
gestion, its warmest supporters appearing to 
hesitate from taking the decisive first step, 
and forming a nucleus. There ia certainly a 
sufficient number of collectors in the metro- 
polis alone to start the thing, and once on 
its feet, we cannot believe its success would 
be long uncertain. Its proposers are, it seems 
to us, indulging in chimerical ideas if they 
eipect the society to spring, Minerva^like, 
into existence with a complete or^nization 
and branches in the country towns. It can 
only have a small beginning, and instead of 
seeking members here and there in the 
country, it would be far better if the London 
collectors were to combine at once. With 
a few good names at their bead they would 
soon make way. At Paris the leading 
amateurs do practically form a kind of 
society ; they are not associated together by 
any rules, or bound in any formal manner, 
but in point of fact they do meet each other 
more or less frequently, and though there 
may be no distinct work in existence, the 
result of their united efforts, the effect of 
their intercommunication is seen in the 
greater ardency with which philately is pur- 
sued, and, upon the whole, the greater sub- 
stantial worth of their studies. Union is 
strength no less in this than in other matters, 
and from the certainty that the project of a 
philatelic society, if vigorously and ably 
carried out, will tend in every way to ths 
advantage of collectors, we shall most 
heartily hail its execution. 

In i'he Fhilatclist for January a cursory 
notice appears of an impression worthy to 
rank amongst the curiosities of an album. 
It is, in brief, "an envelope used by the 
Abyssinian field force. It consists of a 
common overland envelope, with two 4 anna 
Indian stamps in front, obliterated with fou^ 
letters, A. T. F. p,, and stamped behind with 
a round hand- stamp, reading abtsbikiam 

FIELD FORCE POST." 

jtizcdCyGOOgle 
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. The January and Febmary ntimbers of 

our Brighton coji temporary nre enriched 
with an elaborate and careful I j- compiled 
reforence liat of the stamps of New Sunlb 
Wales, the work of Mr. Pemberton, assieted 
by Mr. Thos. F. Erskine, a gentleman whose 
name for the first time appears in philatelic 

Eages. He does not, we Relieve, trace back 
IB connection with stamps to the primitive 
Pirchin Lane era, but he is a collector of by 
no means recent standing, and one whose 
oonnection with this reference list proves to 
be no superficial amatenr. Of the exbans- 
tiveness of bhis list, the fact that. it' com- 
prises 317 varieties is. sufficient evidence. 
Every shade of colour, every change in per- 
fpratioD, every variation in the quality of 
paper, ia noted ; and what is more, the dates 
of all, or. nearly all, the varieties are giveo, 
so that upon collating their book with tbe list, 
collectors can see whether their specimens 
of any of the types are of the normal shade, 
or possess tbe distinguishing characteristics 
of any of the catalogued varieties, aud the 
Terification, owing to the excellent arrauge- 
meut, can be accomplished in a very brief 
space of time. This list we need not fear to 
place in camparison with any production 
of amatenrs on the other side of tbe 
chftnuel. 

LeTimhre-Posie. — In the December number 
the most noteworthy of the contents is a 
second article on tbe old Swiss stamps. The 
first portion of this article is devoted to the 
disproof of the very far-fetched idea of a 
correspondent, that the cantons of Vaud and 
Keufchate! may have lent their stamps to 
Geneva ! Sach an hypothesis is hardly 
worth a moment's consideration. The re- 
mainder of the article is taken up with 
extracts from other communications. With 
the first of these was sent to the editor an 
obliterated 5 c. cantonal Geneva, postmarked 
5Juhi,1Bi6; the earliest postmark previously 
known is, as stated in the article which we 
translated, the 5th of Octuber of the same 
year. This stamp was accompanied by a 5 
rap. blue on white, obliterated 19 November, 
1851 — a value which, it has hitherto been 
supposed, was only emitted on the 1st of 
January, 1852. Another correspondent 
ezpreBBes bia belief in the correctness of 



M. Moens' statement,thatthe«ot-ii£anf Vaud 
and Neafchatcl stamps were really employed 
in Geneva, but queries whether they werensod 
in any other cantons. " It is probable," be^ 
observes, " very probable, that they were not 
issued for Geneva only, still it is n fact which 
strikes me forcibly, that every one of these 
stamps comes to me eiclusively from that 
town, whilst the cantons of Vaud and Nenf- 
chatel furnish me only with the 2t rap. poal- 
heale and orts'poet, never with the 4 and 5 c. 
pott-loeale." He adds some other remarks, 
which we think it worth while to trans- 
late: — 

For your Kuidance, neither Iha siamps nor the cnve- 
lopcB of Geneva have been reprinted. I hare il from a 
fpoA source, that the atones were broken afier the aup- 
prefision ot Ihe eerie*. 

The 16 een'i. Kayon ni were destined, you say, for 
the French eantona' nevcrllleleBs, I have several letteni 
addressed from Basle to Geneva in 1S52, ftuiked «i:li 
these Btampa, and Basle is a Uennan canton. 

JHalinction ought to be made between two types of the 
6 rap. of Zurich ; in one, the hyphen whieh unites the 
words CANTONAL-TAXE touches the lettei* 1. and T \ in 
the other, the spaee between the words is greater, and the 
hyphen does not touch. Further, there are Zurieh 
Btampa on ordinary paper, that is to say — withont the 
rose lines. Enclosed is a csopj of this vtuiety, genuine- 
boyond euspicion. 

The most worthy feature of the January 
number is a carefully- written paper, by Dr. 
Magnus, on " Varieties of the first emisBioa 
of Mauritius." He seeks in this to trace the. 
position on the plate of the twelve separate 
impressiona of which it ia composed, and 
having a goodly number of these rare Btamps 
under his eye, is able to carry out his inten- 
tion. He further examines the details of 
tbe design, and in the course of his analysia 
gives an interesting explanation of the e£fect3 
of use on the plate, which we regret apace 
will not permit us to introduce here. 

In the February number of our Belgian 
contemporary, Dr. Magnus again figores 
prominently, the oontinuatiou of his article 
on envelopes being thepi'^ee de resUtance. In 
the present instalment he treats of the Rus- 
sian envelopes, and establishes the existence 
of two different types, distinguished from 
each other by slight varieties in the deaign^ 
which ore duly noted. He gives the date of 
the first type as 1845, of the second as 1864, 
and in further elucidation, the measurement 
of the envelopes on which tbey appear. 

The most amusing article of all that we. 
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have bad tbe pleasure of reading in onr con- 
jemporaries, is one which appears in this 
number from the pen of M. de Rivea de 
Seine, entitled " Tiie Letter Paper of the East 
Indies." It ii very wrong to laagh at what 
niiist Lave been T'ritten in the most Berioua 
of moods, but — will our readers believe it ? — 
a tirade against that much-abused creature, 
John Bull, ex tending through an entirepage, 
is made tbe prelude to a column of descrip- 
tion of certain palm-leaf letter-paper, made 
by the natives of Ceylon. Here is a " small 
taste" of II. de Seine's Anglo-phobism ; — 
' Ab ta the nivilization of thow he [John Bull] Bnncifs.he 
tioubli* biiuBetC very little about that. He givea Item 
brandy bb long as they can drink, to brutaliHe them, und 
mnke them eupport their oppreseors; but he refuses them 
paper, in order that they may not have the notion of 
Bnling what (hey think. It is by brutaliaing that be 
civilizps, and at nations but lately brilliant be niokea 
iinbeciles, who wallow in the disgusting drunkenness of 
Isnaticism, and cuise their invaders when they are not 

After remarking that people fall in admira- 
tion before a bit of paper bearing the head 
of the Queen and the word Ceylon, &c., &c., 
he continues : — 

Since the postage stamp, which there was such trouble 
in brin^g into use amongst the moat civilized people of 
the world, has been implanted where but n few years ago 
were navght but hideous savages, one would think tt^l 
civilizatlim had made indeed prodigious eSbrts. All 
is but an illusion. We see indeed a poatage-atamf 
there is no paper, unless it be for the exetusive i 

the invadeis. Itisfoundin the town where comm 

Illations exist Were it not, indeed, the invader would 
be troubled to do his business. But beyond tbe walla 
there is nothing but savage barbaiism, governed, adutitiis- 
tared, by civHiiid barbansm. Paper, which would appear 
tp beoueof the wants of the population, is not to t»e found, 
OT but very little of it. 

! All this, end a great deal more, as preface 
to a description of some palm-leaf paper. 
We will not follow onr Anglo-phobic friend 
into thfs field of discussion, but we cannot 
help being amnsed at the notion implied in 
Ifis remarks, that it is the duty of the English 
government to send out missionaries among 
the natives of oar colonies, armed with a box 
of pens in one hand, Etnd a five-quire packet 
of note paper in the other. It is good to 
shut one's eyes and dream of a secretary of 
state for the colonial stationery department, 
or of the chief of the house of Do La Rne 
leaving England to falfil the important mis- 
sion entrusted to hipi by the government, of 
diSusiug a knowledge of the benefits of 



cream-laid among the Hottentots and the 
Cingalese. We must not linger longer over 
this extra-postal subject, hut wo cannot help 
asking M. de Rives de Seine to favour us, 
if be can, with statistics of the number of 
letters written (on ordinary paper) either 
in French, or in the mclodioas dialect of the 
isle, by the cullured natives of New Cale- 
donia. 

Le Timhrophile for December has nothing 
specially noticeable, except an article on 
Bolivian stamps, of which we make mention 
elsewhere. As,however,M. Mahe is generally 
very exact, he will permit us to point ont a 
tittle error in the title of the article on the 
Confederate States locals. It reads, " The 
Provisional Postage-stnmps of the Confede- 
rate States of South America." Of course 
a moment's perusal of the article was 
sufficient to show whn.t stamps were meant, 
but when we first saw the title we were in 
hopes, that it ted the way to some entirely 
new discovery. 

The January number contains a copy of 
Dr. Magnus' remarks in Le I'imbre-Puate, re 
the Russian envelopes, and a short article on 
the "Signature on the Prussian envelopes." 
This is in reference to the microscopic word 
SCHILLINQ (the name of the engraver), which 
is found on the edge of the bust on tbe old 
Prussian series, and is sometimes followed, 
sometimes not, by a figure, 1, 2, or 3, as the 
case may be. The writer, M. Mabe, gives a 
list of all the varieties he can find, with or 
without the figure. Of these distinctions we 
can only say it is interesting to know that 
they exist, but no one would care, we should 
think, to collect the 28 stamps enumerated, 
merely to exemplify them. Following this 
comes &n amusing little criticism on French 
post-OfBce law, which requires that every ' 
letter, sealed or not, must be sent through 
the post. After hinting at the many ways 
whereby this law is of necessity evaded, the 
writer winds up with a suggestion to the post- 
master-general, that he should get a law 
passed to the effect, that " Any citizen who 
pilta in his snuff-box a bit of paper to re- 
mind him of something, without first making 
it known to the post-office, shall be punished 
by a fine of 2000 francs, and throe years im- 
prisonmeut, for having cheated the udmiius- 
I :jt,zcdl:y<^:.OOgle 
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tration, in fraudulently SMiding [and re- 
ceiving] a missive." 

The tontinuation of Dr. Mt^nuB* paper 
on locals, embracing this morf.h the Bergen 
and l}rontheim stamps, and a smart piece of 
poetry, conclude the number. The poem is 
sent by M. Ijallier, who says of its author: 
" Louis Brochot ia certainly one of the in- 
teresting personalities of the street. He is 
a true child of Paris, where he was bom the 
5th of September, 1815. He composed before 
1848 a large number of popular songs, which 
are still known under the name of Little 
BmchoVe Ghips, and his editors, MM. Anbert 
and Stall, can witness to the extent of his 
popularity. He merits, like Beranger, the 
title of the inorkman's poet." The title of 
his contribution to our Parisian contem- 
porary is, ".La TimbroTnaniograpMe, — cltan- 
»}nette, more or less stamped, improTiBed 
(?) at a banquet of timbromaniographs 
(?) It is a well-written, sparkling bit of 
rhyme, despite its un grammatical title, but 
with Sydney Smith's maxim in our mind, 
we will not venture on even a partial trans- 
lation. Indeed, had we the will, the space 
is wanting j we have already exceeded oar 
limits, and must, therefore, bring this article 
to a close, keeping over our American cousins 
ttntil nest month. 



THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC, 
AND ITS NEW STAMPS. 

Poor Richard's sayings are, no doubt, very 
piquant, but we must protest against the 
stand-still doctrine embodied in the lines : — 



"Home, sweet home," is a very delightful 
air, bat we prefer it with " variations." If 
the fonnders of the Transvaal republic had 
been too much attached to their village 
steeples, it would not now hare been our 
pleasure to chronicle an emission of postage 
stamps for that state. 

We are indebted to the kindness of Fred. 
Jeppe, Esq,, the Postmaster- General, for 
early information on the subject, which has 
enabled us to place before philatelists what 
is in store for them. The date assigned for 




the issue was New Year's day, but it seems 
doubtful if they were ready by that time. 
They are, or will be, of four values, via. : — 
Id , 3d., 6d., and Is. The design, #hich is 
rather intricate, we will endeavour toexplain. 
The arms are emblazoned on an oral convex 
shield, which is divided across the centre by 
a horizontal silver band, termed a fesse 
argent; the upper half of the escutcheon is 
subdivided perpendicularly, the right side 
bearing a gold liOn sejant on a red field ; and 
the left, on a blue ground, a Boer habited in 
shooting costume, and with gun in right 
hand. In the base oc lower portion of the 
shield is a waggon, with red wheels, on a 
green field. Over all, in the centre, is a 
small silver escutcheon, chained with an 
anchor. The crest is a blade eagle, dis- 
played with extended wings. The arms 
are supported on either side 
by three flags bearing the 
national colours arranged thus. 
At foot on a blue ribbon ia the 

motto, ENDRAGT UAAKT UAOT 

(Union is Strength). The 
stamps will be issued in the four different 
colours of the republic : the penny, green ; 
the threepenny, white ; the sixpenny, blue ; 
and the shilling, red. The postmaster in- 
forms us that there is some doubt as to 
whether the engravers will be able to get 
the whole of the above design into sncb a 
small compass, but we, for our part, think 
they will not find any difficulty in doing so. 
From a remark contained a short time since 
in the Trangvaal Argus, we ore led to believe 
that the production of the labels has been 
entrusted to a bouse in Prussia, but oannofc 
vouch for the correctness of this. 

The history of the South African Repub- 
lic is a short one, and the earlier portion is, 
in a great measure, bound up with that of 
Natal. About twenty years ago, a company 
of Dutch emigrants, " trekking " from dis- 
trict to district, obtained farms, and plodding 
on. Boon raised the jealousy of the natives 
with whom they had numerous skirmishes. 
The Boers, as the farmers are called, were 
under the leadership of Andries Pretorius, 
who was styled commandant-general. Their 
greatest battle was with . a chief — Dingaau, 
on the 16th of December, 1838, which 
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resalted in a victory to the Datcli. Soon 
after this, varioos petty disagreements 
cropped up with the British, which resulted 
in the greater portion of the Boers travelling 
over the Draoheuberg mountains and settling 
upon the land now known as the Orange 
Free State, tvhich "sovereignty," although 
acknowledging Her Majesty as Qneen, has 
its Qwa laws and ruler. Soroe of the farmers 
not relishing the idea of subjection to Eng- 
land in any form, made another move ; this 
time going much farther up and crossing the 
Vaal river, where they founded a coloiiy of 
their own. This, of course, took time to 
accomplish, as having to fight against the 
natives for every foot of the soil, they had 
hard work in making their way ^ but then 
we know there are few things that by perse- 
verance man cannot attain to. Rome was not 
built in a day ! Fretorius having died, his son 
and adjutant, Marthiuus Wessels Fretorius, 
encceeded in 1854 to his father's post ofcom- 
mandant. The following year he was kept 
actively employed in suppressing the outrages 
of the KaffirchiefMakopan, who had behaved 
most brutally in murdering several women 
and children. With the aid of sis hundred 
extemporised troops, the " Makopaners " 
. were entirely defeated and placed in sub- 
In an amusing and interestiug sketch • by 
a writer well versed in all Transvaal affairs, 
we are told that " In 1856 a ' constitution ' 
was formed, and Mr. W. Fretorius took the 
oath as President of the South African Re- 
public; a 'Grond Wet,' or general law, was 
made, which provided for a ' Volksraad,' or 
House of Representatives, and an Executive 
Council (at which the President sits). 
The President and the Executive Council 
are answerable to the Volksraad, and the 
Volksraad in turn to the people. All laws 
passed by the ' Raad ' must be advertised 
three months before coming into force, in 
order to give the public an opportunity of 
accepting or ' agitating ' against the same." 
The title given to the President is " His 
Honour." His salary (exclusive of travelling 
expenses) is £800 a year. 

• To Ophir Dirtel ; or, the South African Gold Fields. 
By ■' BamHng-Wato." London: E. Slanford, Charing 



The area of the conntry is something like 
that which was given in old stamp albums to 
the Confederate States ; in other words, un- 
defined — very much so. It may be given as 
something between a hundred or a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand square miles; for 
even lately they have annexed — on the maps 
— a largo tract of land to tbe north-west 
belonging to various chiefs, the most impor- 
tant of whom is Matjin. Their southern 
boundary is the Vaal river and the Orange 
Free State ; on the east they are bounded 
by the Zulu territory; while on the west, an 
andefiuod line separates it from the land of 
the Betjuana tribes. Great prominence has 
been accorded to this rising republic during 
the last few years from the discovery of gold 
and diamonds. Many emigrants have gone 
out to the BI Dorado, and from recent 
accuiints they appear to find their settlements 
the very reverse of that Eden whereat Mr, 
Mark Tapley made himself happy under 
such adverse circumstances. 

Pretoria is the capital and seat of govern- 
ment, but Potchefstroom is the most import- 
ant town. Each district is under the super- 
vision of Landdrosts, or magistrates, under 
whom are veldt-coruets and sheriffs. Al- 
though the Transvaal is not a Utopia in the 
matter of peace it has only twice been dis- 
turbed by civil commotions. In time of war 
each burgher is bound to contribute either in 
money or kind to the support of the cam- 
paign ; they prefer however to supply the 
latter commodity. The climate is very 
delightful, and it is stated to be highly 
renovating to individuals affected with 
disease of the lungs. It Is a large sheep- 
producing country, and a capital place for 
sportsmen desirous of "potting" a Hon or 
sharing in an ostrich expedition. Elephants 
are plentiful on the land of the chief 
Masela, but he, having a great idea of the 
fneum and ieum principle has closed his 
establishment against all comers. Sugar, 
coHee, tobacco, and corn are largely grown, 
which, with tanned skiua, ivory, wool, Ac, 
form the staple exports of tbe conntry. 

There are many things described by his- 
torians, especially those of a new and little- 
known country, that must be taken cwm, 
grano ealk; among them may be clasaed the. 
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Btatemeats that have appeared at Tarions 
times, both in oar own and the Natal news- 
papers, reapecting the sapposed traffic iii 
slaves at the Transvaal. Some of the facta 
(?) given might be worked up into a capital 
drama, of the bldod-and-thnnder style, for 
the edification of the galleiy at the Theatre 
Royal, Whitechapel. Bat as regards the 
tmthfalnesa of the matters dilated npon, we 
fear but little praise can be given to the 
authors for their veracity on the subject of 
republican " nigger-driving," We will not 
for a moment do these gentlemen the injustice 
to suppose that they had any intention of 
"economising the trnth ! " Oh, dear, no! 
We would merely recommend to them, as 
an interesting and instructive study, that 
fuble of the mole-hill, which by degrees was 
increased to a mountain. One or two cases, 
no doubt, have occurred of cruelty practised 
by the Boers against the natives, hut tliey 
have been greatly exaggerated. Such in- 
stances were, of course, perfect godsends to 
the penny-a-liners, and to those individuals 
who had a taste fur " holding forth " on the 
"frightful depravity of the Dutch farmer." 
Here ia, indeed, a splendid field for aiiti- 
every thing agitators to bestow their energies 

We have no connection whatever with the 
Republic onrseives, but we candidly believe 
that those slave sales that have taken place 
have been without either the sanction or 
knowledge of the government. If we are 
wrong, we regret that any civilised state 
should allow this inhuman traffic to exist 
within "its boundary. The aubjecfc ia now 
before the House of Commons, so we may 
trust it will bo thoroughly investigated. 



THE BOLIVUN STAMPS. 
We published in oar January nnmbera letter 
from an American correspondent, Mr. Ban- 
croft, giving a list of the stamps comprising 
the first Bolivian series, with their respective 
dates of emission. We inserted this letter 
under reaerye, noticing that the catalogue 
given included some stamps whose existence 
is not well -authenticated ; or, it would be 
more correct to say, we inserted it without 
any comment of our own, feeling doubtful 



of its correctness. Its appearanoe has been 
the subject of observation in our continental 
contemporaries, who combine in qnestioning 
its accuracy ; and in the hope of gleaning 
further information npon a question as yeb 
by no means fnlly elacidat«d, wedeem it well 
to give the gist of their remarks. 

And first, he TimbniphUe observes : " lo- 
an article lately published, M. Albis gave 
details concernmg the stamps of the first 
two series. The information which he had 
obtained emanated not trom a Phitadelpbio 
amateur, but trom themost official of sonroes; 
and it was with stamps in hand that be 
prepared bis list. As may be seen, be 
places a note of interrogation before the 
stamp of 15 and 20 centavos, and those of 
1 peso, for honesty's sake." [This list we 
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" We differ from the note published by The 
Stamp-Guliectiir'a i!ngitztn§, first; upon the 
date ; and further, because it does not include 
the 100 centavos green, which we have be- 
fore our eyes, and which wo can produce if 
required. All the stamps of these two first 
emissions are engraved in intaglio (en creux). 
We have never seen the 15 and 20 c. of The 
Stamp- Cotlecior'g Magazine, bub we have bad 
the opportunity of studying the two 1 peso 
stamps which it patronises [?]. These two. 
stamps are engraved in'relief, and printed 
iifpograjphically ; they are upon a ccttunisb, 
machine-made paper, very unlike that em- 
ployed for all the genuine stamps which we 
have seen ; lastly, the valne is expressed by 
1 peto, instead of by 100 cetdoMioi, as it ap- 
pears on the three tme emissions of this value. 

" Are not these difierenoes striking ? See 
how mmours fly about ! Some one hears that 
Bolivia has a stamp, value 5 francs ; it has 
never been seen, but that matters little, the 
imitator is not stopped by such a trifle. He 
takes some stamps of the conntry, and makes 
an imitation ; and as the stamps of that value 
already in existence generally bear the words 
i;m peso, he puts it as 1 peso. Yes, bat the 
true stamps are known from the fact, that 
they were sent over by a person who has 
the best opportunities for obtaining a com- 
plete collection \ and among those which 
have been received, tbe stamps of 15 and 
20 c, and I^kbo, are iiot found ; and further. 
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llkoae -which- fire- -v^oHh 1 peso' are marked 
100 etntavos, jnst as those of 5 pesos are 
marked 500 centavot. Another time, Mca- 

sleurs Iks inveiifeurtj- try to get a sight of the 
stamps before yon counterfeit them." 

Le Timbre-Potte aays : — " Our special in- 
formation npon these stumps is &r from 
being in accord with the details given by Mr. 
Bancroft. He pretends that the 5 c. green 
and the 5 c. lilac were issued the same day. 
Ouj' ooweepondent at Cobija affirms, that in 
consequence of counterfeits -having been cir- 
catftted,- the -one- replaced the other in one 
department of the Republic. Every one 
*ill agree that it is .hardly possible to 
tioTinterfeit a stamp on the day of its appear- 
ance, and to meet the imitation the same 
day, by printing the true stamp in lilac. 

:"0n the 21st December, 1867 (observe 
the date), onr correspondent wrote us that 
there nere in exislence but three stamps ; 
5 cent green, '50 cent yellow, 100 cent bine j 
thata lOcentwasearaestlydemandedby the 
public, but that that value, though more 
uaefnl than the 50 or 100 c, had not yet 
been emitted. According to M, Bancroft, 
all the values were emitted by the lat June, 
1367 ; and his list is also inexact, in affirming 
the authenticity of the 15 c, bine and green, 
and 1 peso true and*blne. 

" As for M. Bancroft himself, may he not 
be in corrospondeni;e with the Boston im- 
postors, and hia letter possibly nothing more 
than an attempt to pass off their wares, and 
^ve them the seal of authenticity P We 
think eo, hnt if mistaken, shall be ready to 
make the amende honorable." 

In reply to this last qnery, we can only 
say that Mr. Bancroft is not pei-sonally 
known to ns, and his information must be 
judged of by its intrinsic worth. The donbt- 
ful stamps we have ourselves never seen, 
with the exception of the 1 peso red and 
bine ; the blue had a genuine appearance ; 
the red, quite the reverse. The 15 centavos 
we have only seen a tracing of; and for our 
own part, without further evidence of its 
genuineness, should be inclined to relegate 
it lo the category of "mythicals," equally 
with the 20 c. 



Ifa is worth while, as we are upon this 
subject, to note the fact, . that there does 
exist at Boston a feet of impostors, who con- 
spire to palm- off on collectors stamps of 
their own invention and fabrication. We 
are already in possession of some details of. 
their modue operandi; and we can assure 
these gentlenien, we shall continue our in- 
quiries ; and, further, shonid circumstances 
render it necessary, shall not hesitate to 
make public the information we may acquire, 
with the names of the defaulters. This to 
all whom it may c 



■ The following is a translation of the article 
by M. Albis, to which Le Timbrophile refers, 
and which was published in that journal ; — 

The dfcree of (he Bolivian soTcniment for the emiBsion 
at postagi! BlainpB. and of Atumps for contrai^te or notarial 
aclB, is dat«d the 12tli Maiob, 1867, but it was not put ia 
force until the monlh of July. The Bnjraver, whn made 
tbe " eagle " alaraps, it of Spanish origin ; be had great 
trouble to obtain passable plates — several, indeed, were 
rejected immediHlelf after their preparation. All the 
etaiapa of Ihe eame eheet differ m the drawing of the 
eagle, hke those of New Caledonia. The sheet of 5 
cctitavo9 contains 72 impresBions. Here U a pretty coiU' 
pleteliMot these stamps : — 

5 centavos dail green, pale green, and apple or jellow- 



10 



IW) 



sepia. This, aa fkr iu ths engraving goea, ij 

blue and green (anotados), for registered 
Utters (?1. 



veil 
ligl 



d orange, yellow. 



green, • 

red (f). 
. „ blue{S). 

The first oblitorations were made with pen and ink, 
then with a hand-stamp, indicatins, in large capitals, the 
town where the letter was posted. Thus w'e have copies 
dated from suche, the chief town of the republic, in long, - 
very thick letters, covering half the stamp, with black 
and oily ink. lliis mode of obliteration is also in use in 
the town of Cuzco, in Peru. The postmarks are at 
present made with an ordinary round atojnp, showing the 
town, the date, and the coudIi}'. 



What is the Post-Office oohimo to f— The post- 
DiBce ofBcials have been charged with the duties of a 
Savings' Bank, a Telegraph Company, and the Exeiso 
Office; and not long rince, a Utile girl, entering the 
post-offlce of a fashionable town, deposited on tho counter 
a piece of card-board two inches by one inch in dxe, and 
esclaimed, " I »ant this booked for three months." Tho 
clerk on duty saw the error which the child had made, 
auddireeling her to a pawnshop not far' distant, laugh- 
ingly said to those who witnessed the mistake, "Wo 
haven't come to that yet." 



oogle 
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NEWLT-ISSrED OR ENEDITED 
STAMPS. 
We liav'e thie month to make amende for the 
ahortcomings of our last number, as well 
aa to introdnee the new arriviils. Giving 
seniority the preference, we will tiike first 
those stamps which have already been 
noticed, commencing with 

Newfoundland. — We gave a fnll descrip- 
tion of the new one- cent 
stamp in January, and we 
DOW Etappiement this with 
an engraving of the type. 
It is a fair representation 
of the design, bnt to fully 
appreciate its delicacy, 
OQr readers must refer to 
the originals ; and as 
these are fortunately so 
cheap, they can easily adorn their albums 
with what we can but style a eUf-d'amre. 

Holland. — Were it not for the sake of 
future reference, at a time 
when the numbers for the f 
present year shall have be en i 
bound, and the littlo sheet j 
of advertisementa which C 
faces this page shall have ^ 
disappeared, it would be 5 
hardly woi-th while to in- i 
Bert an engraving of the J 
new type, our publishers 
having forestalled us, by giving a specimen of 
the original with the last number, whence onr 
readers will get the best possible idea of the 

Russia. — The annexed engraving will 
evidence the sort of envelope design, in 

©favour of which the Busbians 
have superseded the fine de- 
vice so long in vogue. It is 
neat, and Germanesque, and 
will, no doubt, as the imperial 
anthorities are not fond of 
change, remain current for 
many years. A 20 kop. bine 
and 30 kop. rose have, it appears, been 
emitted, in addition to the 10 kop. brown 
which we Lave already chronicled. 

The adhesive stamps ai'e now watermarked 
-with undulating lines, forming a primitive 



sort of device, of whioh onr engraving is 






reduced copy. The 1 kop. yellow, and 5 kop. 
lilac, are the only values as yet known to 
possess this addition, bat no doubt the others 
are, or will shortly be, impressed on the new 

Spain. — Of the four new stamps described 
last month, three being mere reproductions 
of a former type, the re- 
maining fourth is the only I 
one of which it is neces- 
sary to give an illustra- 
tion. The latter appears 1 
to have been the first of ■ 
the series iu point of time, 
M. Moens has seen 
specimen postmarked i 
December, 1868 ; whilst, bo far as can be 
known, the others only saw light on New- 
Year's day. 

As showing a movement towards the 
abolition of the Queerf's-head type, it is 
worth while to chronicle the emission of a 
new telegraph stamp — 400 mil., — showing" 
for device the arms of Castile, Leon, Arragon, 
Navarre, and Granada, quartered on a shield, 
and surmounted by a mural (not a royal) 
crown. Something like this we shall pro- 
bably see ere long on the postage stamps. 

Ceylon, — We are now able to give an 
engravipg of the type, which, under reserve, 
we described in onr Janu- 
ary aumber. Of its postal jT 
character there can now j 
be no doubt, and we may J 
expect from time to time \ 
to receive other of the f 
values of the same design, \ 
until a complete series ? | 

appears. To the details 
already given, we have only to add, that the 
paper is watermarked C C and crown. 

BELOiau. — The current 20 c. is now 
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printed in what onr Brossels contemporary 
(who ought to know) describes as a pearl- 
grey blue — a light and doKcate ehade, pre- 
Benting a marked contrast to the previous 
one. The last copies we hafe received of the 
10 c. are also of a mnch deeper hue than 
those previously current ; they are quite a 
Uackish grey, and appear to be impressions 
ft'om a retouched plate, all the details of the 
design coming out with unusual clearneBS. 

Le Timbre-PoMte givesareport of a probable 
change of series, the present minister, M. 
Jamar, being dissatisfied at the enormous 
expenses which faave followed the purchase 
of the present die, which is supposed to be 
a representation of Leopold the first. 

Our contemporary states that M. Jamar has 
already called the engravers 

I to his aid, and gives the 
annexed types as the first 
results of the action he has 
taken. Which (if either) 
will be accepted is not 
known, but M. Moens avers 
that both coulain faitbful 
portraits of the reigning 
king. He gives his own 
suffrages to the first, as R I 

being the better executed K H 

of the two, and in this we, B | 

are disposed to agi^e with B a 

him ; the bell-shaped cor- E ■ 

ner devices of the second K 3 

being a decided disfigure- B ■ 

ment. He gives the further 
intelligence, that the present " arms " stamps 
^ill be suppressed, M. Jamar having " fallen 
in love " with a design which has been sub- 
mitted to him, representing the Belgian lion 
eonehant in the centre ; and below, the value 
in large figures. The <i and 8 centime 
stamps will be kept back for the new type, 
but, as M. Moens says with regard to this 
type, we must not give ourselves up to a 
false hope, as in Belgium things hasten 
slowly. 

Gebmin Confederation. — A correspondent 
reminds us of an omission on onr part (which 
we had intended to have corrected ere this) 
to chronicle certain peculiar envelopes, in 
nse in the Confederation. It seems that 
there remained in the Berlin post-office a 



considerable surplus stock of the old "eaglo" 
envelopes ; and instead of following the 
example set by the Finnish post-office in a 
similar case, the Prussian authorities hit 
upon the rather novel idea of covering the 
old device with a new adhesive stamp. We 
first saw these metamorphosed envelopes 
mentioned some two or three mouths back, 
bub hardly cared to describe them without 
first having ocular evidence of theirexistenco. 
This we did not have until a comparatively 
recent date, when we became possessed of 
copies of both the 1 and 2 sgr. We find, 
then, that the stamp is so placed as entirely 
to cover the oval impression ; and after the 
stamp had been tbns.affixed, a kind of ground- 
work design was struck in relief over it. 
This design consists of a taUet, with 
rounded comers, about 1^ in. deep by 1 in. 
wide, having a narrow Greek border, and 
the whole space within occupied with minute 
repetitions of the words norddeutscher post 
Bi{ziaK. It is impressed in very slight relief 
(as may be supposed), and is coloured a 
faint pearl-grey. The hue of the adhesive 
stamp itself appears somewhat dimmed by 
being thus covered with another colour, but 
is by no means subatantially changed. The 
eSect of the whole is, when the stamp is 
squarely placed, to make it appear to be in 
the centre of a large rectangle. 

The Prussian envelopes are not tbe only. 
ones which have been thus treated. Of the 
Oldenbarg also there appears to have been a 
superabundant stock, and these too have been 
" plastered." The correspondent referred 
to at the commencement of the paragraph 
sends US one of the 1 gr. of this state, 
covered by the new adhesive; but there is 
this difference : had one of the ordinary 
adhesives been stuck over the large oval, 
portions of it would still have been visible ; 
so, to meet this difficulty, the stamps have 
been printed in the centre of large rectangles 
of paper, showing a margin of about the fifth 
of an inch all round, and these special 
impressions have been employed to hide 
the old design. These rectangles are all 
perforated, or rather, " pierced in line," like 
the ordinary adhesives ; and in order to 
print them, the "forme" must have been 
entirely re-arranged, so as to leave four or 
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five times the ordiDaiy mar^n bet^reen the 
^owa of stamps. . In other respects, the 
Oldenbarg changetings are the same as the 
£>ra3Btan, the tablet being printed over the 
itamp, and colour the same. We will just 
Add, foe clearness' sake, (hat the new 1 gr, 
rect: is printed over the old 1 gr. oval (rose), 
and the new 2gr. over the old — like npon 
like. 

- Cuba. — UndistTirbeil by change of govern- 
ment in the home country, or by rebellion 
in the colony itself, the postal anthorities 
have made their nanal annual change in their 
stamps. They h&ve ret&ined the design, 
but altered the colours, vrhich now stand as 
follows :— 

5 centi^los pink. 
10 „ light brown, 
2U „ omnge. 
40 „ lilac. 
The impression is, aa before, on nnwater- 
marked paper, and the stamps are perforated. 

TuKKBT, — The new series for this empire 
is the same in design as the last, the colours 
Only having been changed. We have as yet 
only seen the four lower values r 10 and 20 
paras, and 1 and 2 piastres, whose colours 
are, respectively, lilac, very light green, 
orange, and bright red. We hope to be able 
to give farther information next month. 

SocTH African [or Transvaal] Rehdelic, 
— We wonld draw oar readers' attention to 
the interesting details re the stamps of this 
republic given by one of our correspondents 
in another part of the present number. 

Canada, ^ — ^We have jaat received copies of 
the one cent printed in brilliant orange. No 
doubt this colour has been adopted in order 
better to distinguish it from the 3 cents, 
which it has hitherto too nearly approached. 

North Germany. ^ — M. Moens reports 
having seen a J gr, coloured rose {like the 
1 SgT.) in lieu of violet. He supposes, and 
nadonht correctly, that it is an erreur d'ivir- 
jireaaion. A correspondent sends bs a copy of 
the 1 sgr. perforated, not pierced as hitherto. 
This is an advance in the right directioa. 

Bhazil.— The 10, 50, 8U, and 100 reis 
stamps are now printed on paper of a slightly 
bluish tint, like the first 20 reis. 

Nbwfodndlanc. — The 5 c. is now printed 
brownish black. 



pN VARIETIES OF PERFORATION, - 

BI TKETA. 
PBRFOBATtOH,' aS applied to pOStKBfl Bt&mps; 

for the parpose of separating them . fcoiQ' 
each other,' may be divided into two classes ; 
" The first, .which I will style imperfect 
(that is, not properly accompUafaed) per- 
foration, comprises the so-called " pricked " 
and " serrated " inethods, Che ordinary andi 
pointed roulettes, and the different varieties 
of serpentine denticniation. < 

The second or perfect mode applies to all' 
those cases where the machine emplcuredi 
clears away the perforated matter, leaving' 
the sheet perforated, in the common OO-! 
ceptation of the term, which t,he other does 
not. 

It is with respect to the first class that 
the greater number of variations will have 
to be recorded, but of the second also there 
are several varieties, which I shall notion in 
their proper place. 

Imperfect Perforation. 

1, — Pricked. — -This denticniation is fonild 
on all the earliest perforated issues oC 
Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Ceylon, Gre- 
nada, Natal, St, Vincent, and Trinidad. ' 
In appearance, it is like a succession of 
incisions with the point of a pin, leaving,' 
when the stamps are separated, a jitgged' 
edge to the margin, which generally presents 
a somewhat crimped look. 

2.~ Ser/ieftitMfl,— The serpentine perforfr. 
tion, in present use in Finland, and which 
was at first adopted for the La G-naira 
stamps, is very large and coarse in cpn~ 
structlon, and so imperfectly does it effect 
the purpose it was designed for, that it is 
extremely difficult to get a perfect specimen, 
as they are all more or less damaged by the 
act of separation. 

The two varieties of this method, which 
occur on some of the Victoria sixpenny 
" postage stamp," are largo and very smalt, 
respectively. They are also often found in 
combination, one with the other ; as, for 
instance, large top and bottom, and small 
at the sides, or vice vena. The smaller vSr- 
riety is very finely executed, and gives an 
extremely neat appearance to the margin, 
as will be readily observed on exatninor^ 
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tion of a perfect specimen. Few collectors, 
however, have such a- copy to refer to, all 
these varieties beiiif; of great rarity. They 
may have been trials of perforation by tha 
aathoritiee in Victoria, bnt might be ascribed, 
with greater probability, I tbinV, to the 
caprice of private individuals, which fac6 
wonld iu some way acoonnt for their extreme 
scarcity. 

3, — Doubh terpentine. — This name is given 
to the scarce variety of the Portngaese 
stamps (doubtless trials of perforation by the 
government) which preceded the emission of 
the present set, perforated in the ordinary 
manner. It is evident, I think, that although 
the ovals are very neatly defined, such oval 
pieces were never intended to be removed 
altogether from the sheet, and thei-efore I 
have placed this variety in the first division 
of our sabjeot. Moreover, since ray former 
notice of the existence of the 120 I'eis dark 
blue thns perforated, I have met with single 
copies of the 10 and 20 reis, to which a like 
species of denticulation is attached. 

4. — Serrated, — This variety ocCDrs on 
some of the New Zealand stamps of the star 
watermarked and nn water marked series, and 
is a very singular method, the margins of 
specimens so treated assuming almost a 
ragged look at times. The smaJlness of the 
dents, and their close contiguity to each 
other, gives a serrated or toothed appearance 
to the edge of the stamp, and hence the 
name by which it is generally known. The 
New Zealand, which show this species, are 
the rarest of all the issues of that colony, 
and among the most valuable of any varieties 
of pe rf oration .- 

5. — Boulette. — Ronletted stamps may be 
farther divided into sik kinds. 

In the first of these, the incisions are 
long, and the blades of the instrument by 
which the cuts were made having been un- 
doubtedly very thin, as a consequence, 
stamps thus perforated are extremely difficult 
to distinguish from imperforate ones. 

This species of roulette is found on all 
the Kew Zealand and Victorian thus treated, 
with the exception of the two-shilling Vic- 
toria, of which more hereafter. What has 
been said as to the character of the serpen- 
tine perforation of the sixpenny ** postage 



stamp" Victoria, may, to my mind, beadi 
vanced with great probability - and- equal 
justice in the matter of the. ronletting found 
on the New Zealand and Victorian stampsj 
viz., that it is to be looked upon as an 
invention made use of by private individuals 
or firms for their own oonvenience solely. ' 

The second class of ronlettesiavery similar 
in appearance to the first, the slits, however, 
are invariably much shorter, as short even 
as those of the next class to be noticed ; 
they are found on all the rouletied issues of 
South Australia. 

The third class, namely, that which occurs 
on the Western Anstralian stamps, is easily 
distinguishable, since the incisions are 
always short, and— from the fact of their 
having been made by an instrument with 
thicker blades than that which inflicted the 
dents on the stamps referred to in the two 
last classes — very sharply defined. This 
sharpness of the dent is also observable in 
the fouctb class, of which I only know one 
instance, viz., the two-shilling Victoria aW 
luded to above, which, as to the size of the 
iBBLsions, comes between the first and second 
classes. 

The fifth division of ronletted stamps, 
sometimes styled "line" perforation, is, 
comparatively speaking, quite, a mcxlern 
invention. We meet with it on all the 
recent issnea for Denmark, Hamburg, Meck- 
lenburg- Strelitz, North Qerman Confedera- 
tion, Oldenburg, Fmssia, Schleswig and 
Holatein,, Wurtemburg, Ac. 

As this mode is in present use in several 
of the above states, a description of its 
characteristics is perhaps hardly necessary ; 
but for the benefit of the uninitiated, it will 
suffice for me to remark that it is merely a 
succession of very small slits, placed close 
together, and giving an extremely neat 
appearance to the edge of the stamps. 

The sixth division is precisely similar, 
with the exception, that the sides of the 
dents are coloured of the same hue as the 
impression. This perforation is observable 
on all the latest issnes for Thnrn and Taxis, 
and Luxembourg. 

The above is the last class of tme rou- 
lettes that I have to describe ; bnt there is 
yet another variety, which though partaking 
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somewhat of the character of ronlette per- 
foration, is entitled, in my mind, to an 
altogether separate description ae a distinct 
method, viz, : — 

6. — Pointed perforation. — -In this species 
the slitB aro placed at acute angles to each 
other, BO as to give, when the stamps are 
separated, a pointed appearance to the 
margin. It is fonnd on only one iosue of 
the La Onaira stamps (the most recent, I 
believe), and seems to he as mnch an un- 
encoessfal introdaction as the large serpen- 
tine method originally adopted hy the same 
oonntry. 

PEBrECT Pehfokatioit. 

This, the second part of oar snhject, is, 
as I have already explained, that method 
in which the machine employed clears 
away the perforated matter. Hitherto, this 
style of perforation has only heen accom- 
plished by circular dents, hut great differ- 
ences exist as to the size of the holes, and 
likewise as to the juxtaposition in which 
they stand to each othor on the stamps of 
various conntrie's. Snch difi^rences are 
capable of division, for purposes of study, 
into the four followiug classes : — 

1. — The dents large, and close together. 

2. „ „ wide apart. 

3. „ small, and close together. 

4. „ „ wide apart. 
Before, however, proceeding to notice each 
of these classes, and the illnstrations of them 
that onr alhnms famish ns with, separately, 
I may as well observe that there are many 
varieties which are little better than hybrids 
between, say, a oonple of the said divisions. 

1. — Holes large, .and close together. — One of 
the instances which we have of this class of 
denticnlation is the first perforated French 
issue, which comprised the 1, 5, and 10 
cents, pierced with very large holes, close 
together. They are extremely rare now, 
though I remember having seen the 10 c. 
very frequently in Birchin Lane, when, of 
course, in common with any other "variety," 
it was not appreciated at aJI. The above is 
the coarsest illustration that we have of this 
class; in all the modern adaptations of it, the 
dents are of a much more moderate size, 
althongh still a great deal larger than the 
perforation in general use. As examples, I 



may name the present issues for Austria, 
Baden, and Tasmania, the last emission but 
one of Wurtemburg, Ac. 

8. — Holes large, and wide oparf,— Here we 
have but one solitary instance^ namely, the 
first issae for Prince Edward Island ; this 
variety is rather scarce now, I believe. 

3. — Holes small, uttd dose together. — This, 
which is the mode of perforation most 
commonly made use of above all others, is 
the one which was first introduced by, anij 
is yet in use in, our own country, and which 
is now almost universally used over the 
whole globe. It is so generally known, that 
I need only remark further in connection 
with it, that there are innumerable variations 
as to the number of dents that go to the 
two centimetre gnsge, which it will be better 
for the amateur to fiod out^ by comparison, 
for himself, as he will then be able to 
arrange his specimens according to a cal- 
culation based on his own observations. 

The one penny brown English, on white 
and on blned paper, and the twopenny on 
white, watermarked with the large crown in 
present use, instead of the small crowa 
found on the black penny and the ordinary- 
penny brown, but perforated with smaller 
holes than those in present use, are exces- 
sively rare, almost, I might say, unattainable. 
I should advise all our friends who have any 
old correspondence by them (i. e., dated 
between 1863 and 1856) to look out for 
these great rarities, which, although they 
occur obliterated, were doubtless trials of 
perforation, as they will be amply repaid 
for the trouble they may have taken in the 
search, should they be fortunate enough to 
secure an example. 

4. — Holes small, and wide apart. — The 
perforation in question — for the utility of 
which I cannot say mnch, as it appears to 
me to he a very clnmsy and absurd inno- 
vation upon the invariable neatness of the 
last method commented upon — has lately 
been introduced for the stamps of British 
O-uiana, which I believe is the only instance 
we possess at present. 

liecently a cnrions combination of tlie 
imperfect and perfect methods has arrived 
from South Australia, in which rouletting 
appears down each side, and the circular 
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dents of class 3 at top and bottom. The 
one pe&nj is the only value Bo treated that 
I have noticed hitherto ; and I presnme 
this mode has been already di scon tinned, as 
it and several of the other values have now 
the denticalation of the top and bottom 
continned rU roand. 

The best way to study varieties of perfect 
perforation is nndonbtedly by application of 
a ^age to the perforated margin of the 
stamp, as practised by the French collectors. 
The uniform meaanre which they apply 
indiBcriminately to either of the four varie- 
ties classified Ir^ mynelf ia two centimetres, 
which is nearly equivalent (not quite, I 
laelieve) to 11 dents of t.he present English 
perforation. 

The space. comprieed by these 14 dents, 
however, will be near aiongh for all or- 
dinary purpoaea; indeed, 1 have hitherto 
adopted it without the alighteat compunction 
in ail cases, and any calculations that I may 
hereafter make, in connection with this 
snbject, will be baaed on like data. My 
mode of procedure, and I fiud it very easy 
of attainment, is as follows : taking a perfect 
specimen of our own penny stamp, I lay it 
on its back, and in the centre pf the first 
dent, on either of the eides, make a mark in 
ink, which I repeat in the middle of the 
fourteenth hole from it. The space between 
the two points I then apply to any class of 
perforation I may be studying, and classify 
the same according to the number of ita 
dents, whicb are comprised by the gauge. 

There aro many instaocea, however, to 
be observed with reference to this system 
of gauging the number of dents, in which 
it will be seen that there are more holes 
included in the length of the measure at the 
top and bottom of the stamp than there are 
at the sides, or vice versa. 

The present Egyptian, and the laet issues 
for Belgium, show this combination of two 
difierent scales of denticulation, the former 
very manifestly to the naked eye even, and 
the latter immediately on application of the 
guage, although the difference between the 
number of dents on the ends and sides only 
amounts to half a one. 

I must now draw this paper to a conclu- 
sion, trusting that I have accomplished my 



task to the satisfaction of those collectors 
who have been led to notice, though perhaps 
only in a moderate degree, the very evident 
alteration which perforation effects in the 
character of a postage stamp. 
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COKCEBNING BEPEINTS. 

IConlmuid from p. 26.) 
-Sardinia. — A very well-informed 



. correspondent writes ns, questioning 
the accuracy of our statement last month, 
that the third series had been reprinted. 
He says, " I have a new copy of the 40 c, 
and have seen the 20 c. new. I know of but 
two new copies anywhere of the 5 c. They 
both came from the Connt de P. ; one 
is in his collection, the other be sold to M. 
Herpin; and he assured me that the first 
and third series had never been reprinted. 
If they had he could have obtained copies, 
not only on account of his position as an 
Italian, but of his relationship to the impe- 
rial family here." We accept this correction 
the more readily, as our own idea was that 
this series had not been reprinted. In 
writing as we did we were under the im- 
pression that Dr. Magnus had stated posi- 
tively that it had been, but on reference to 
his paper we found we had mis-read his re- 
marks. His statement was to the effect that 
the two emissions were fabricated for the 
state by a private engraver, in whose hands 
the plates remained, and he by means of 
them issued essays, or rather fancy impres- 
sions on paper and on card. We were woU 
aware that the second aeries had been re- 
printed ; we have indeed had many copies of 
each value in our hands, and our recollection 
of them is, that though in shade they were 
difierent from those of the genuine, they 
were still passable reprints in the ordinary' 
sense of the term. Of the third series we 
have never seen unused copies, and our state- 
ment that it had been reprinted was only the 
consequence of our misunderstanding of 
Dr. Magnus' (to say the least) ambigaouB 
assertion. 

Portugal. — The Donna Maria series was 
reprinted in 1864, and the reprints came 
over to England shortly after in large quan- 
tities. They were at one time very cheap, 
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)Mit the lessening of the supply baa consider- 
ably rtuseil their value. UnDsed originals 
are almost - priceless, coUectois therefore 
should decidedly possess themselveB of c<ipjeH 
of the re-impressions, unless they can obtain 
decent obliterated specimens. The higher 
denominations have been reprinted with such 
a careful regard to colour that theycannot 
be distingaisbed from the originals, but col- 
lectors may be assured that tbey will not be 
offered the latter. The 5 rets differs con^ 
siderably fvom the original iu shade, being 
of a light instead of a red-brown, and shows 
also divers variations in the design, the 
result of a retouching of the plate. The 5 
reis brown (curled hair) is the only one of 
the second series (Don Pedro) known to 
have been reprinted. This is far from com- 
mon, but being printed in a very dark brown 
—almost black— it is easily distinguishable 
from the originals. 

Pncssu.-^The first three issues and the 
"bead" envelopes have been reprinted, The 
i, 2, and 3 sgr. of first series are recog- 
nisable by the fact that they are on unwater- 
marked paper. The reprint of the 4 and 
pf, caniiot so easily be distinguished, as the 
originals exist on both watermark,ed and 
iin watermarked paper. The best teat is the 
shade of colour ; the reprint of the 6 pf. is 
paler than either of the originals ; the reprint 
of the 4 pf. is darker. 

The dateof the reprint of the second, and 
also, we presume, of the third series, is fixed 
by Dr. Magnus, as 1866. The &ame of the 
l85? series had been re-made, hence some 
dlEFerence in this portion of the design, the 
word FBDiUABKE especially appearing in a 
kind of semi-relief; the head also looks 
smaller. Levrault catalogues the reprints 
Coth of this and the third series as tirages 
tfo fatitainie (fancy impressions), and givea 
the colour of the 1 sgr, of the second series 



The third series ia chiefly distinguishable 
by ' the colours ; the reprint 1 sgr. is a 
bright rose carmine ; the 2, a thick blue ; the 
3, a yellow- orange. —If,, as Dr. Magnus says, 
the burelage of which one of our contributors 
lately spoke were found on all the stamps of 
the emission, it would be easy to distinguish 
originals from reprints, but, in fact, this 



peculiarity is not possessed 1^ all, and when 
it exists, as it is only a kind of light im- 
pression in relief, it disappears on wetting 
the paper and pressing it between sheets of 
blotting-paper. 

For . the envelopes, the following ' signs 
may lie generally relied on, so far as thoj go i 
the whole set are reprinted without the silk 
threads i for the higher values, then (4- to 7- 
sgr.), this alone forms a sufficient distinc- 
tion ; the three lower denominations may bo 
known by fhe blackness of the printed iur 
scription which creeses the envelope, this 
inscription in the originals being of a greyish 
black. The reprints are coloured — 1 sgr. 
bright rose„2 sgr. ultramarine, 3 sgr. orange. 
This will be of further assistance in discrimi- 
nating, but the collector must still rely to' 
some extent on his judgment, as the size of 
the env«lope being the same for both classes,, 
and also the. flap ornament, it is impo8sibl». 
to , give such a distinction as shall utterly 
prevent mistakes. 



THE CASHMERE STAMPS.-FURTHER 
NOTICE. 

BT J. C. WILSON. 

In reference to the communication from, 
Major Cracroft on the Cashmere stamps,. 
the Hindee dialects are all very similar, but- 
the inscription on the upper part of the stamp,- 
is, as I have said before, in Kobiatani, and- 
was translated for me by a native of[ 
Kohistan. , 

From Major Cracrofl's description, we are 
given to nnderatand that the inscription, r 
QULUU BO SIBCAB, IB begun in one tangpage,^ 
and the remainder of the sentence, JUUMOO; 
WD EASHMBBR, finished iu another. This is' 
not so, as the E!ohistani in the upper part of - 
the rectangular reads : jdmoon (neither. 
Jnmnroo nor Jnmnoo) cashuerk, and the 
lower in Persian: qalaubaw-i-sircar-i-jumooii'' 
WA EASBMEEB. Of coarse state and govem- . 
ment signify the same thing. 

The word wa, pronounced wir short, mean- ■ 
ing "and,"doesnot occur in the upper inscrip- 
tion. In translating the Persian inscrip- 
tion we must understand the preposition " i " 
(equivalent to our " of "), which is generally 
omitted in writing. 

jtizcdCyCoOgle 
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The Koliislani ia a totally difibrent charac- 
ter from tile Persian. 

The spelling I ba^e given of the Persian 
is that used bv the celebrated lesicograpber, 
Dr. Wilkins. 

To make the explanation plaiDer still, I 
have annexed two eogravingx, with the in- 
ficriptions as they run in both the ciicnlar 
and rectongalar stamps. 



The Kobistani inscription in the npper part 
of the circnlar stamp reads from left to right, 
as in English ; the Persian from right to left, 
viz. : from 1 to 2. It is, however, reversed 
in the circnlar. In the rectan^nlar the 
Persian reads from right to left, viz. : from 
1 to 2, and ia not reversed. 

REVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

The Continental Philatelic Magazine. Amster- 
dam : C. VanRinsum. 
The first nnmber of Mr. Tan Rinsnm's 
publication is before ns, but we trust the 
first is not the best. To be brief, it is too 
dry. Turning over its pages, one cannot 
but be struck with its catalogue appearance. 
There is no lack of information, though 
perhaps not much that is really new; but 
such as there is, whatever its value, is not 
worked up at all. The articles entitled 
" The Stamps of Mexico " and " The Stamps 
of East India" are simply lists of the 
emissions of the respective countries named ; 
and lists, moreover, which, so far as we can 
see, contain no novelties. As, however, we 
see a reference made in the introduction to a 
forthcoming article from Mr. Pemberton's 
pen, we presume it ia int*'nded to make the 
contents of future numbers more interesting 
than the present, by the aid of that and 
similar contributions. 



We heartily wish Mr. Van Rinsnm success 
in his undertaking, which is certainly by no 
means a light one. Should any of our readers 
be desirous to become possesBed of this new 
Anglo-continental work, thej may obtain it 
from the Knglish agents, Messrs. H. W. 
Taylor & Co., 139, London Road, Man- 
Chester, 

The Nein England Jmirned of Pkilaieli/'. 

Boston : W. W. Learned & Co. 
Tho new-comer ia a strong reminder, in 
appearance, of the ephemeral publications of 
yore, though we sincerely trust that a long, 
life may falsify those doubts of its per- 
raaneney, to which its too modest exterior 
givea rise. At present it is decidedly want>i 
ing in "body," hut as it grows older we hope it 
may grow bigger, and increase in -usefulness. 
Such matter as it contains is readable ; and 
in the style there is less of "buncombe" than 
nsual, thongh the entire absence of that 
nondescript peculiarity is a thing not to bft 
expected in an American publication. 



POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

FeenCh Towage Stamps. —The fabriftation of French ■ 
MBtage Iflbpla aseunieB larger ptoportionB erery year: 
luring 1868, 600 milUonewero produced. 

KeDUCED RiTBS FOR OCEAN AND INLAND PoSTiOB. — 

U the aDQual eonferenee of the Associated Chambeia of, 
1 London on (he 23rd ult., h rednted- 



for the adoption of 



igreedlo ^ 

a. halfpenny rate for letters * 

the conference expressed an oj 

lught to be earned by post on the 



Uiat small parce. 
regulations and 

"HaW) Lines" FORTHsPtisTMiaTEE,— A8ftapecimen> 
of the rough-and-rcody, free-and-easy style of literature, 
commend ub to the following in the earrespondence column 

of a Queensland journal: "To the Editor of the . 

Sir,— I wish you would speak to Captain^, when the 

poetniKBtcr any breakfast. Every time the steamer arriTOs 
in the morning, he goes on board, and stays there stuffing 
and gorging till his eyes nearly start out." For beauly 
of thought and elegance of dioVion, tlis last paragrHui 
is without its equal— Q. ^. fl. 

The United States Post-Opfice .and the Tei,e-> 
GRAPHS.— The proposition made in the American Congreefl,. 
thai the American government shall take poasessiou of the 
telegraph lines, and manage them in connection with the. 
post-omce, or as a separate depaituient, has been exten- 
eively discussed ; but the burden of opinion is so decidedly 
against it, that the plan will probablj be abandoned. 
Nearlv all the press are in favour of letting the control of' 
the telegraph test where it now is, in private hands, ibr the 
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it goes outBJde of ila legitunate task of goTOrding, to in- 
dulge in busincM enttrprisea ; and tiaC the telegmpb, if 
placed under govemmetitaJ control, would soon bconme a 
miTe political mnciiiiie, devoted, not to tnuisacting the 
buaineaa of tlie publie, but to securing tbe ascendancy of 

psrty- 



CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE VALUE OF THE CUBAN CEXTIMO. 
Ib(A»BiiVoro/"TuESTAin'-CoLLECTOa'gMAOizniB." 
Dgab Sis, — I eee, that U, Berger-Levrault, in his 
monaj table — both in his own catalogue and M. Moena', 
new stamp album— pTe« the value of the Cuban ccf-timo 
tfaue : 100 cenlimoa — 5 fr. 10 c, or about 4/^ Engliah 
moDcj. I hare authentic infomiation on this point, 
showing that hs in in error. The Cuban eurrencj is in 
ffentimi>$&riieicitdtii. lOO eentinuis = 1 etteadoj 2r'-jrudai 
7= 1 dollar ; and 1 dollar, 4/^ : "o that 100 eenlitaBi is 
equivalent onijto 2/2, and not"4/4, as M. Berger-Levrault 



■ Postage- Stamp Emblemt 
_7iB Stamp-CoUecioi'i M _ 
Poiier'i Qitcian Antiguiliea, I found an interesting paa- 
sage on "ensigns," which I think will tbrow a little hght 
on the subject of (jreek heraldry. Speaking of "ensigns," 
it savs:— "Of these there were different sorts, several of 
, which were adorned with images of animals, or other 



ings, beari 



relations 



1 the 



!s they b 



ingcd to ; the Athenians, for instance, bore 
their ensigns, as being sacred to Minerva ; the Thebans, 

(Edipus. The Fendans paid divine honours to the son, 
and therefore reprcsenlea him in their ensigns." 

Ferae, who is quoted in CTarfj Heralfiry, says.— 
'■'llie first aoveraigne that ever gave coale of arms to his 
Boldiers was King Alexander the Great, who, after the 
manner of his aunceators, desirous to exalt, by some 
^>edall raesnes of honour, his stoniest captaines and 
soldiers above the rest, to provoke them to incounter their 
enimies with manly courage, and by the advice of Aris- 
totle, he gives unto the most valiant of his armies certain 
Ejgnes or emblemea, lo be painted upon their armours, 
s for their service in hU 






Very truly youis. 



ANSWERS TO COERESPONDENTS. 



Snd, ourselves, v 






, veiT marki 
I of shade in all the Swiss series of \m ; wi 
two of each value in exemplification. 

A. B. W., Aiidric, N. B.-The shilling Natal is a com- 
pararively recent issue, and unlike the other values, 
which continue to patronise their ancient design. 

Mastln B., Ajrminster. — The 50 soldi Austrian is by no 
means common, especially used. — The 1 and 3 para of 
Servia are the only two values which have appeared un- 
perforated. 



F. E, C, Saxmundham —The question, whether Mul- 
ready envelopes and covers with and without advertise- 
ments should be considered as different varieties, is one 
which every collector must decide for himself. 

J, R. B., Surrey. — As the contribution which ^ou 
have been good enough to forward has no direct «r in- 
direct relation with stamps, we must decline it — with 



thanks. 
Fia< 



[:, Winehester, sends u; 



1 copy of an Italian bill- 



stamp, and wishes to know whether the head is 
aa that on the postage-stamps. It is: the heau loinm 
one die. the frame another; the head, then, ean be intro- 
duced intoany frame which may be made for it. 

Epsilon, London —The Swiss stamp you describe was 
issued in 18.50, and is one of the commonest of the obsolete 
" rayon " eeries, nsed specimens being worth about two- 

Ence. — The one-cent Dutch stamp given with our 
ibniary number, is the lowest value current in that 

K, C. L., Dewsbury.— r/w Slamp-CaUielo'i'aXagazint 
was commenced in February, 186S, and has been published 
regularly every month since that date. Vols. i. and ii. 
are out of print, but. those for 186a— 8 may still be had of 
our publishers. 

E. E. J., Truro.— Ton ask us to help you to select a 
good stamp album. This is a difficult matter, as tastes 
differ. Some collecloiB like a plain book, that they may 
irrange their stamps aa ihev list: 
' prepared" album, s 









A British Po*t*.oe Stimp, Liverpool. — 1. To the best 
of our knowledge, there have not been any looae leaves 
published for the last edition of LaUier's album —2. The 
Turkish stamps, so we have always understood, are only 
used for the payment, of interior postage.^. The Fh. 
collection, about which you inquire, is the property of a 
gentleman well known in philatelie circles, but who 
prefers to remain incog. The collection is, no doubt, the 
finest in eiistence, and its owner has done immeasurable 
good, by stealth, to the cause of timbrophily. 

G. W. B.| Manchester. — Of the stamps you send na for 
examination, all except ^'os. 1, S, 9, ii, and 23, are 
genuine. No. 22 is an imitation of the stamp provisionally 
used in Parma when the revolution took nkce in I8S9. 
5o. 26 (10 c. French Republic] appears to be an original, 
though the obliteration by square dots are rather againat 
it.— The anchor cancellation on No. 27 is that used by the 
French post-oSice in Japan. — We do consider the abadea 
eiempUned by your Nos. 28-31, worth ooUeoting. — Vfe 
do not consider the somewhat brighter colour of the 
English fourpenny deserving of special notice. — Tour 
No. 24 ts thehlue paper Is. New Zealand. 



N. W. M.— I.— The stamps affixed to the covera of 
the volumes of Tht Slamp-CBtteetoi't Magazine are all' 
genuine, excepting those on vols. ii. and iii., which are 
neither more nor less than copies from engravings whtcli 
have appeared in the magazine. — 2. All the values of St. 
Helena and of St. Lucia are respectively printed trrna 
oue and the same die.— 3. We hope in the cwurse of a 
couple of months to have the pleasure of reviewing the 
new edition of Dr. Gray's eatalogue; the price, wb be- 
lieve, will remain the same.— t. Aa a collector of the 
"very moderate" French school, Moens' album would pro- 
bably suit you best, unless you prefer the gi^aler fieedom 
of anangement, which (in spite ot the system of num. 
berod spaces) is practically afforded by Stafford Smith's 
permanent album, — 6. This question we have incideOtalW 
answered in the previous or- 
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES. 

March 17, 18C9. 
We were unable to include the American 
journals in onr notice last month ; thej 
therefore appropriately ooimnenco the pre- 

- The Atneriean Stamp Mureury. — Of this 
publication we have now four numbers he- 
foreus. ThroBgh these runs the continuation 
of 8. A. T.'s paper on "Our 'Local ' Stamps," 
which is worth reading, though many of the. 
statements must be taken cum grano salig. 
^01 instance, we are favoured, in the first 
number, witb a history of the Westervelt 
post, and are informed that the proprietor's 
prospectus forms " a etanding advertisement 
in the eolomns of the Oosken Democrat, 
embellished with engravings of his stamps." 
So doubt, but we should no more think of 
putting faith in a Westervelt stamp oo the 
strength of such appearances, than we should 
think of investing in the great professor 
Holloway's pills because the Little Pedlivgton 
Whig coutfuns a standing advertisement of 
those world-famous medicines. Of one 
thing we have littie doubt in connection 
with these stamps, and that is, that an 
obliterated specimen would certainly bo one 
of the greatest rarities in any collection. 

No inconsiderable portion of this article is 
occupied with the gossiping recital of the 
history of the Esses post stamps, showing 
how the post was established and terminated; 
and how, years after its suppression, one 
New York dealer swindled another over the 
stamps, causing the production of forgeries, 
which are distinguished from the genuine 
by their bearing the letters ss below the 
ship, and by the ship itseif having a pennon 
floating from the mast. The writer, from 
the manner in which he narrates these 
incidenbf, evidently " knows all about it;" 
and the whole matter shows up the htmesty 
of American stamp dealers in a strong but 
nnfavourable light. 

The December number contains a paper 
on "The Stamps of the Confederate States," 
from the pen of our old correspondent, Mr. 
Chute, which, though not distinguished by 
much new matter, is interesting and readable. 
The/inJ« in connection with the Confederate 



issues appear now to be pretty clearly 
established, and we cannot expect more from 
new writers than the discovery of minor 
details. On one or two points referred to 
in this article of Mr. Chute's, we are at 
issue with the writer ; we refer to hia 
remarks on the Nashville locale. He in- 
cludes in hia list a 3 cents light red; of this 
we never heard before, and wo sfafongly 
doubt its existence as a genuine stamp. We 
find no mention of it in Levranlt's catalogue, 
bnt, on the other hand, we do find it stated 
there that the grey 5 c. (the slate-bine and 
dark bine of Mr. Chute) is a counterfeit, and 
we ourselves have long understood that this 
stamp was au imit4ition. 

In the Pebmary number we find the 
translation of Dr. Magnus's brochure, on 
" Watermarks and Papers," commenced. 
This is a sign of the times. We thought 
American collectors were not in favour of 
making those finer distinctions between 
stamps which are in favour on this side of 
the water, and lo, and behold ! they have 
begun to study the writings of that philatelist, 
who, of all others, has done most to render 
the collection of varieties popular. It is no 
slight advance, and we trust it will be 
followed up by the collecting world generally 
in the northern continent. 

As another step in the right direction, we 
are glad to observe, in the same number, an 
article entitled " Schools of Timbrophily," 
in which the establishment of an " American 
School" is advocated. There is a rather 
needless appeal to the patriotism of the 
writer's philatelic conntrymen, couched in 
the following grandiloquent language :— ~ 

I cannot believe that American collectors are so utterly 
deToid of the epirit of their forefathers— that gloriou* 

Sirit of independence, which made our nation what it is — 
at now they will not endeavour to bring about this tety. 
desinible end, which can easily bedone now, if they will' 



This inflated style shows clearly that the 
writer baa not advanced beyond that imma- 
ture stage of mind which A. K. H. B. entitles 
" veal," and so plea'iantly discourses of in 
one of his amn.sing essays ; but the spirit is 
a praiseworthy one. There will always be 
in this country and in France, as well as in 
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the States, a large number of amateurs, 
saperficial or otherwise, who collect after no 
fixed priaciplea, and scorn to be guided hy 
any mle ; but there can be no doubt that the 
adrocacy of certain definite tenets by the 
leading philatelists tends to the consolidatioo 
of the puranit, and to the study of stamps, 
being generally conducted in a more 
systematic manner. Whatever " doctrines " 
the collector may adopt as his own, he will 
still have considerable room for the exercise 
of his own independent j udgment. 

For our part, wo should rejoice to see n 
series of papers in our American contem- 
poraries in support of those methods of 
collecting most in vogne amongst their 
readers. That there is room for any third 
" school," which in its principal theories 
shall differ from both those already in exis- 
tence, we question ; nnless, indeed, our 
Yankee friends choose to di'aw a " hard and 
fast line " at the designs of stamps, and refuse 
to admit any varieties whatever, whether of 
perforation, watermark, paper, or thread. 
This idea we recommend to their consider- 
ation ; and if they carry it into execution, 
they will andonbtedly attain to that inde- 
pendence which " Americns," the writer of 
the paper under notice, so eagerly advocates. 

The American Jimmal of Philateli/. — The 
JDecember number contains very little of 
interest. The philatelic society, at its 
meeting on the 21st Koveraber, confined 
itself to passing certain resolutions concern- 
ing the "journal ; " among others, one 
authorising its is^ue in an enlarged form, 
and on better paper. Pursuant to this 
resolution, we presume, the January number 
appears in a new shape, and contains a 
greater number of pages ; the paper also 
shows a great improvement ; and altogether 
the "journal " presents a much better 
appearance than before. 

The first number of the new series opens 
with a very self-laudatory article, entitled 
''Our Annual Review," wherein " onr de- 
partment of ' Newly- is sued Stamps' " is 
pronounced to have been, "as a whole, well 
np to the standard," and, " with a sinp;le ex- 
ception, onr illnstrations have been capititl " ! 
The principal articles are then touched on, 
: which must bo highly satis- 



factory to the writers. Of the " Chrono- 
logical system," by W. K. Freeman, it is 
observed that, " admitMng that it contains a 
few gwes eirvrs, it is due to him to say, that 
so far it is creditably compiled ; " and Mr, 
J. W. Scott's article on "United States' 
Locals " is declared to be " thoroughly and 
well written." After this, any commendation 
of ours is certmuly unnecessary. The editor 
of the " jonmal " certainly does do all in 
his power to assist his contributors in 
cultivating the good opinion of— themselves. 

Following this unique piece of writing, 
comes a readable article on " The Brattle- 
boro' Stamp," by Dr. J. A. Pptrie ; whence 
it appears that this stamp^ — which is but 
little known in Europe — was issued during 
the year 184^-6 as an experiment by the 
Brattleboro' postmaster, who cansod soma 
five or six hundred of them to be printed. 
The given impi-essiun was in black on buff 
paper, and oblong. The groandwork of the 
stamp is made up of di agon ally- waved lines ; 
at top is UBATTi.tuoiio', V'l'. ; on one aide, v ; 
on the other, o ; and at the bottom, h CTS. 
The central portion of the stamp is occupied 
by an octagonal flgare, with groandwork of 
perpendicular lines, on which appear the 
initials of the postmaster, J. H. P. (F. iN". 
Palmer), with dash beneath, in fao-simile. 

The plate of these stamps is said to have 
been lost. So, unless some enterprising' 
dealer discovers a large portion of the issue 
hidden away in some surprisingly ont-of-the- 
way nook, we may cousider ourselves safe 
from an invasion of Brattleboros. 

In the succeeding paper, the genuineness 
of the Paraguay stamps is controverted. ; 
aAd in proof of their falsity, a lett«r, pur- 
porting to be from the late Paraguay minister, 
is inserted, denying that he had ever ■writ- 
ton the communication which we gave some 
mouths ago iu our magazine in reference to 
these stumps. ^Ve, however, look with 
considerable suspicicu on this letter of !Mr. 
Washburn's. The mere fact, that it appears 
in a paper whicii numbers among its con- 
tributors the mythical Dr. Morley, is a 
circumstanco that militates strongly against 
its authenticity. We are far from denying 
the possibility of our having been deceived 
in the matter, but if the letter which we re- 



April 1, 1869.] THE BTAMP-OOLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



61 



ceived was a forgery, it was a thorongh one ; 
for it bore tlie printed heading, " United 
States Legation, Asancion, Paraguay," and 
other internal appearances of genninenesa. 
Settide this, we received a letter from an 
independent correspondent at Montevideo 
some months afterwards, confinfling the 
report of the emisBion of the now well-known 
5 centaros ; and enclosing copies of pro- 
visional stamps, which are described at 
length in onr number for December last. 
So we mast assume the existence of a very 
deeply-concocted conspiracy, before we can 
accept the statements of the New York 
paper as even probable. As a matter of 
duty, we note the fact, then, that it denies 
tho anthenticity of these stamps, but we do so 
under all reserves. 

The report of <& meeting of the Philatelic 
Society, held on tho ICth of January, 
occupies barely half a page of the journal, 
and the business transacted would appear to 
have been purely formal. Indeed, we do 
not observe in the reporte generally that 
philately itself is much studied by the 
members of the society collectively. The 
time occupied by the meetings appears to be 
passed in voting resolutions, electing officers, 
and reading reports of previous meetings. 
From this last report, we find that there has 
been a considerable change In the officers. 
We miss the familiar name of " Morley " al- 
together; and Professor Bungor too seems to 
have been either absent or unnoticed. Where 
can the former be P is a sad but interesting 
qnestion, about which, however, the New 
York Philatelic Society does not seem to 
trouble itself much. He has long been lost 
to sight, and there is little outward sign that 
his co-workers "keep his memory green." 
He has departed from public life beyond a 
doubt, and the suiiscribers of the Amerioan 
Jotimal can never hope to have the pleasure 
of reading any more of his interesting letters, 
unless, indeed, they should be posthumously 
published by the society. 

Continuing our perusal, we come to 
decidedly the best thing in the number — a 
readable letter from an anonymous writer, 
giving various sensible hints about stamps, 
and how to mount them, which American 
collectors would do well to read. 



The Feh?nary number contains little that 
is noteworthy, except a short letter, which 
we must give the conductors of the 
"jonrnal" the credit of courage for pub- 
lishing, and which is really a unique little 
bit in its way. We give it, italics and all, 
for what it is worth, only premising that it 
is introduced as being the production of " an 
unprincipled youth of weak intellect." 

MoNTEOSB, Feb. 10, 1869, 
J. Vf. Scorr & Co. ; Deab Sie3,— Enclosed pleascfind 
fifty ocntB, for whkh you may send me foe one year, 
coDuneneing January, 1889, ihat sheet eeUei "The 
Amedcan Joumal of Philately," not because that I think 
it amount! to anything (for 1 lake a paper of Mr. Trifet 
thatieafiitall to pieces), but that I may read llie amount 
of sfanj hurled at every " stamp dealer, ' eieept "J. W. 



S. & Co.," which ie about all ti . 

Joubhal. But fifty cents wont break » 
tbe maJcing of you. 



, and it may be 



. DEAKS. 
a friends, 
■ Old World contem- 
poraries. 

The Continental Philnteh'e Magazine in the 
first on which we lay hands. It is somewhat 
better than the first number, though minus 
the expected article from Mr. Pemberton. 
The editor writes English tolerably well, 
though certainly one may derive an un- 
intended amusement from his magazine on 
noticing those slips and imperfections into 
which foreigners naturally fall. Whether 
his publication will turn out a success or a 
failure, we should not like to prophesy, bnt 
in any event he deserves credit for hia 
thorongh earnestness, and the hond~jide 
character of his paper. In this second 
number he inserts a short notice respecting 
certain forgeries on sale in Amsterdam, 
mounted on sheets bearing a Prencb in- 
scription at the top. We have not seen 
those he names, bnt we have seen others 
marked simply Av, clioix, 16 c. la piece, and 
believe they are sent thronghout France 
to respectable booksellers, who, knowing 
nothing of slampa, receive them as genuine, 
and aid in the deception by exposing them 
in their windows. 

Collectors should lose no opportunity of 
exposing them, in the other sense of the 
word, whenever they can, for they do in- 
calculable harm to philately. Sir. Van 
Rinsum has done well to give what intelli- 
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genoe he could respecting these ''vermin," 
and we hope he will continue to do bo. 

Afler the notice referred to, cornea a 
review of the philatelic magazineB, somewhat 
after the ptanof thepresentarticle, and then 
the monthly chronicle, wherein the editor 
laments the uon -existence of a Dntch ^ c. 
gr 2\ c, aqd the remainder of the number 
ia filled with articles of the catalogne species. 

Der Brieftitarken Sammler. — We have an 
overwhelming objectioc against thia maga- 
zine, and that 19, that it is written in German. 
We have not the least donbt it is highly in- 
teresting, and nothing hot an anfortnnate 
want of acquaintance with the language 
prevents onr deriving pleasure from its con- 
tents. There ia one thing, however, in the 
number before us (the February one) which 
we could not help observing, and that was 
an illuatration of what we could make out to 
be a Bavarian envelope, whether an essay or 
a type about to be emitted. It is of oval 
shape and bears tlie Bavarian arms within an 
inner frame, much resembling that on the 
adbesives ; above is the word batep.n and 
below DREi XREiiZEH. Above the stamp and 
crossing the envelope itself ia the inscription 
in small type, komol B4YKk post couvekt. 
Finally, the colour is rose. Although the 
source whence we obtain these details is a 
most trustworthy one, we yet feel bound to 
give them with all reaerve^for reasons which 
our readers will appreciate. 



POSTE RESTANTE. 
rnoM "all the ieab bousd." 
There are sermons in atones ; tut how many 
in letters ! It matters^ little what may be 
within them. I have a whole batch, now 
before me, which I do not intend ever to 
open ; and one I know by the postmark, is 
fifteen years old. There is quite enough in- 
terest for me in their envelopes and their 
superscriptions, in their creata and stamps, 
in the blots and the scratches they have 
picked up on their way. For a letter cannot, 
»io more than a man, get tbrough the world 
without some rubs, often of the hardest. 
Here is a dainty little pink thing of an en- 
velope, longer than it is broad — a flimsy 
brick from the temple of love, shot away as 
rubbish long ago. It is directed in the 



beautifullest little Italian hand — so small 
that the effigy of her most gracious Uajeaty 
on the stamp might be, by comparison, the 
portrait of the sovereign of Brobdin^ag. 
But, woe is me ! that careless postman ! The 
little letter, ere ever it reached me, tumbled 
into the mud. Dun brown splashes deface 
its fair outside. The mud is dry as dast 
now, bat not dustier or drier than the 
memories which the envelope awakens. 

Dismissing tbe letters themselves, rele* 
gating them all to fiery death behind those; 
bars, I linger over the envelopes ; I dwell 
upon the postmarks, I long to be in the dis- 
tant lands to which those marks refer. There 
is vast room for speculation in the address 
of a letter, for, in tbe mass of band-writings 
yon have seen, many have been forgotten. 
In the letter itself your curiosity is at once 
appeased, for you turn to the signature me- 
chanically, and ten to one, if the letter be 
an old one, to read it gives yon a sharp pang. 
Burn the letters, then; keep to the enve- 
lopea. Especially scan those which have 
been directed to you at hotels abroad. In 
very rare instances does the memory of a, 
foreign hotel remind you of anght but plea- 
sant things, Tou lived your life. The bills 
were heavy, but they were paid. Ton enjoyed. 
How good the pickled herrings were at the 
Oude-Doelen at the Hague ! What a famous 
four-poster they put you into, at the Old 
Bible in Amsterdam ! Could anything be 
be better tlian the table d'h6te at the Hotel 
d'Angieterre at Berlin — save perhaps, that 
at the Hotel de Eossie, close by, and that 
other Russie at Frankfort F Here come 
Sal6 and Deseuzano, on the Lake of Garda. 
Ah ! a villanous hostelry the last; but with 
what exultation you huiTied back through 
BroBcia to the clean and comfortable Hotel 
Cavour at Milan ! Yon were rather short of 
money, perhaps, when yon arrived in tbe 
capital of Lombardy, Your stock of circular 
notes was growing small. No cash awaited 
you at the Albergo Cavour — nay, nor letters 
either. But there would be letters for 
you, it was certain, at the Poste Restante. 
Quick, Portiere, " un broum "—Milanese 
for brougham, and not very wide of the 
mark. Yon hasten to the Poste Restante, 
There the letters await you ; there is tbe 
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stack of circular notes. Tea, and here 
among your envelopes at homo, is the 
banker's letter of advice, enumerating a 
hundred cities where he has agents who will 
gladly cash yonr notes at the current rate 
of exchange, deducting neither agio nor dis- 

The postage arid the reception of a letter 
in foreign countries — notably the less civil- 
ised—are events accompanied by circnm- 
atances generally curions and occasionally 
terrifying. I never saw a Chinese post- 
man, but I can pictare him as a kind of 
embodied bamboo,' who presents you with 
your packet of correspondence with some 
preposterous ceremonial, or uses some ont- 
ri^ously "hyperbolical locution to inform 
yon that yoar letter is insufficiently 
stamped. As for the Russian Empire, 
I can vouch, personally, for the whole 
postal system of that tremendoas do- 
minion being, twelve years ago, environed 
with a network of strange observances. The 
prepayment of a letter from St. Petersburg 
to England involved the attendance of at 
least three separate departments of the im- 
perial post-office, and the administration of 
at least one bribe to a dingy official with a 
stand-up collar to his napless tail coat, and 
the symbolical bnttons of the " Tchinn '' on 
the band of his cap. As those who have 
ever made acquaintance with the stage 
doorkeepers of theatres in any part of the 
■world, are aware that those functionaries 
are generally eating something from a 
basin (preferably yellow), so those who 
have ever been constrained to do business 
^ith a Russian government clerk of the 
lower grades will remember that, conspi- 
cuous' by the side of the blotting pad (under 
which you slipped the T^juble notes when 
you bribed him), there was always a sod- 
dened blue pocket-handkerchief, the which, 
rolled up into a ball, or twisted into a thong, 
or waved wide hke a piratical flag, served 
him alternately as a sign of content, a ges- 
ture of refusal, or an emblem of defiance. 
Yon conldn't prepay your letter without 
this azure semaphore being pnt through the 
whole of its paces ; unless, indeed, previous 
to attending the post-office, you toot the 
precaution of requesting some mercantile 



friend to affis the stamp of his firm to yonr 
envelope. Then the official pocket-hand- 
kerchief assnmed permanently, the sphe- 
rical, or satia'fied stage ; and you had, more- 
over, the satisfaction of knowing that the 
stamp of the firm might stand you in good 
stead as an Eastern firman, and that, in all 
probability, your letter would not be opened 
and read as a preliminary to its being de- 
spatched to its destination. 

So much for sending a letter ; on which 
you seldom failed (purely through official 
oversight, of course), to be overcharged, 
There were two ways of receiving a letter ; 
both eqnally remarkable. I used to live in 
a thoroughfare called the Cadetten-Linie, 
in- the ialsnd of Wassili-Ostrow. It was 
about three times longer than that Upper 
Wigm ore- street to which Sydney Smith de- 
clared that there was no end. When any 
English friend had sufficiently mastered the 
mysteries of Russian topographology as to 
write " Cadetten-Linie " and " Wassili-Oa- 
trow" correctly, I got my letter. This was 
but seldom. It was delivered at the hotel 
where I resided, ia a manner which reminded 
me vaguely, but persistently, of the spectacle 
of Timour the Tartar, and of the Hetman 
Platoff leading a pulk of Cossacks over the 
boundless steppes of the Ukraine. The post- 
man was one of the fiercest little men, with 
one of the fiercest and largest cocked-hats I 
ever saw. His face was yellow in the bony 
and livid in the fleshy parts ; and the huge 
moustache lying on bis upper lip, looked 
like a leech bound to suck away at him for 
evermore for some misdeeds of the Prome- 
thean kind. 

This Russian postman ; don't let me for- 
get his sword, with its rusty leather scab- 
bard and its brazen hilt, which seemed de- 
signed, Hke Hudibras's, to hold hread and 
cheese; and not omitting, again, the half 
dozen little tin-pot crosses and medals 
attached by dirty scraps of parti-coloured 
ribbon to his breast ; for this brave had 
" served," and had only failed to obtain a 
commission because he was not "born." 
This attache of St. Sorgius-le- Grand, if that 
highly-respootable saint can be accepted as 
a Muscovite equivalent for our St. Martin 
of Aldersgate, used to dome clattering down 
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the Cadetten-Liaie on n shaggy little pony, 
scattering tho pigeona, and coufoanding the 
vagrant curs. If he had had many letters 
to deliver on his way, he would have been 
compelled to modify the ardour of his wild 
career ; but it always seemed to me that 
niueteen-twentieths of the Cadetten-Linie 
were taken up by dead walls, painted a 
glaring yellow, and that the remaining 
twentieth was occupied by the house whore 
I resided. It was a very impressive spec- 
tocle to see him bring np the little pony 
short before the gate of-the hotel, dismount, 
look proudly around, caress the ever-suck- 
ing leech on hie lip — as for twisting the ends 
of it, the vampire would never have per- 
mitted such a liberty — and beckon to some 
passing Ivan Ivanovitch, with a ragged 
beard and caftan, to hold his ateed, or in 
default of any prowling Ivan being in the 
way, attach his pony's bridle to the palisades. 
It was a grand sound to hear him thunder- 
ing — ho was a little man, but he did thunder 
— up the stone stairs, the brass tip of his 
sword- scabbard bumping against his spurs, 
and his spurs clanking against the stones, 
and tho gloves hanging from a steel ring in 
his belt, playinKrub-B-dub-dub on the leather 
ponch which held his lettera for delivery 
■ — my letters, my newspapers, when they 
hadn't been confiscated — with all the in- 
teresting paragraphs neatly daubed out 
with black paint by the censor. And when 
this martial postman handed you a letter, 
you treated him to liquor, and gave him 
copecks. All this kind of thing is altered, 
I suppose, by this time in Russia. 

I have no doubt, either, that the transac- 
tion of prepaying a letter has been very 
much simplified since the period in which 
I visited Russia. The Poste Bestante also, 
has, of course, been aweepingly reformed. 
Broomg were not used in Russia in my 
time, save for the purpose of thrashing Ivan 
Ivanovitch. The St. Petersburg Poate 
Hestante in 1856 was one of the oddest in- 
stitutions imaginable. It was a prudent 
course to take your landlord, or some Russian 
friend with you, to vouch for your respect- 
ability. In any case, you were bound to 
produce your passport, or rather your, "per- 
1 to sojourn," which had been granted 



to yon — on your paying for it — when the 
police at Count Orloff's had sequestrated 

your Foreign Office passport. When divers 
functionaries— all of the type of him with 
the blotting-pad and the blue pockethand- 
kerchiefy-woi'e quite satisfied that you were 
not a fdfger of rouble notes, or an incendiary, 
or an agent for the sale of M. Herzen's 
Kolokol, their suspicions gave way to the 
most unbounded confidence. Ton were 
ushered into a large room ; a sack of letters 
from every quarter of the globe was bundled 
out upon the table; and yon were politely 
invited tu try if you coald make oat any- 
thing that looked as though it belonged to 
you. I am afraid that, as a rule, I did 
not obtain the property to which X was 
entitled, and somebody else had helped 
himself to that which belonged to me. 
I wonder who got my letters, and read 
them, or are they still mouldering in the 
Petropolitan Poste Restaate? 

Poste Restanto ! Poste Reatante ' I scan 
envelope after envelope. I know the Poste 
Restante in New York, with its struggling 
striving crowd of German and Irish emi- 
grants craving for news from the dear ones 
at home. In connexion with this depart- 
ment of the American postal service, 1 may 
mention that in the great Atlantic cities 
they have an admirable practice of issuing, 
periodically, alphabetical lists of persons 
for whom letters have arrived by the Euro- 
pean mails " to be left till called for," or 
whose addresses cannot be discovered. The 
latter cases ai'e very nnmerons ; letters ad- 
dressed, " Franz Hermann, New York," or 
" My Cousin Biddy in Am Vikey," not being 



I roam from pillar to post, always, " Res- 
tante," and ten years slip away, and I conie 
upon an envelope inscribed, " Poate Ree- 
tante, Madrid." There is another name for 
this traveller's convenience in Spanish, but I 
have forgotten it. Otherwise " Poste Res- 
tante " belongs to the universal langua^. 
Everybody knows what it means. The Ma- 
drilena I'oste Restante is like most other 
tilings of Spain : a marvel and a mystery. 
You reach the post office itself, by a dirty 
little street called, if I remember aright, the 
Calle de las Carretas, one of the thorough- 
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fares branching from that C&stilian Seveo 
Dials, the Paerta del Sol. 

The entrance to the office is in a dingy 
little alley lined with those agjeoable black- 
ened stone wnlls, relieved by dangeon-like 
barred windows, common in the cities of 
northern Spain. 

I don't think I ever knew such a black, 
dirty, and decayed staircase as that of the 
Madrid jlost-oflice — save, perhaps, that of 
the Monte de Piele, Paris. Yoa ascended, 
80 it seemed, several flights, meeting on the 
way male and female phantoms shrouded in 
cloaks or in mantillas. The mingled odour 
of tobacco smoke, of garlic, and of Spain 
— for Spain has its peculiar though in- 
describable odour — waa wonderful. The 
odds were rather againBt you, when you 
yisited the Poste Kestante, that the occa- 
sion might be a feast or a fast day of 
moment. In either case the ofiico opened 
very late, and closed very early ; and the 
hour selected for your own application 
was naaally the wrong one. If the 
postal machine were in gear, yon poshed 
aside a green baize door and entered a long 
low apartment, with a ranlted roof of stone. 
Stack against the whitewashed walls, were 
hnge placards covered with names, more or 
less illegible. Knots of soldiers in undress 
stood calmly contemplating those lists. I 
don't think a tithe of the starers expected 
any letters ; it was only another way of pass- 
ing the time. A group of shovel-hatted 
priests would be gravely scanning another 
list ; a party of black -hooded women would 
be gossiping before a third ; and everybody 
wonld be smoking. 

Toa wandered into another vaulted room, 
and there yon found your own series of lists 
— those of the "estrangeros." In the way of 
reading those lists, madness lay. The sche- 
dules belonging to several months, hung side 
by side, yhere were names repeated ihrice 
over, names written in differently coloured 
inks, names crossed out, names blotted, 
names altered, names jobbed at with a pen- 
knife, so as to be indecipherable, by some 
contemplative spirit in a " sportive mood. 
The arrangement of names was alphabetical, 
but arbitrary. Sometimes the alphabet be- 
gan at A and sometimes at T. The system 



of indcKing was equally mysterious. I will 
suppose your name to be Septimus Terminus 

Optimua Penn, To this patronymic and 
piefiitea your correspondent in England has 
foolishly added the complimentary Esquire. 
Under thoso circumstances the best thing 
yon could do was to look for yourself under 
the head of " Esquire." Failing in unearth- 
ing yourself, then yon might try Optimns 
and Terminus, and so up to Penn. When 
you found yourself a number was affixed to 
ynu. At one extremity of the apartment 
was a grating, and behind that grating sat 
an old gentleman in a striped dressing- 
gown and a black velvet skull-cap. If you. 
can imagiae a very tame and sleepy tiger at 
the Zoological Gardens, smoking a cigarito, 
and with bitndles of letters and newspapers, 
in lieu of shin bones of beef, to e»ir,' yon may 
realise tho idea of that old gentleman in his 
cage at the Poste Restante behind the 
Puerta del Sol. Tou spake him kindly, 
and called him "Caballero." He bowed 
profoundly and returned yoar compliment. 
Then yon told him yonr number, and handed 
your passport through the bars. He looked 
at the number and he looked at the pass- 
port. Then he kindled another cigarito ; 
then, in a preoccupied manner he began the 
perusal of a leading article in the Epoca of 
that morning. Then atter a season, remem- 
bering you, he rose, offered yon a thousand 
apologies, and went away out of the cage 
altogether, retiring into some back den — 
whether to look for yonr letters, or to drink 
his chocolate, or to ofi'er hia orisons to San 
Jago De Compostella, is uncertain. By this 
time there were generally two or three free 
and independent Britons clamouring at the 
bars ; the Briton who threatened to write to 
The Times ,- tho Briton who declared that he 
should place the whole matter in the hands 
of the British ambassador; and tho persis- 
tent Briton who simply clung to the grate, or 
battered at the doortrap with an umbrella, 
crying, " Hi ! Mosaoo ! Donnez-moi mon 
letter. Larrup, Milk-street, Cheapside, h, 
Londrea. Donnez-moi. Look alive, will 
you ! " At last the old gentleman returned, 
lighted another cigarito, and began to look 
for your letters. For whose letters is he 
looking now, I wonder, and where ? i 
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Posto Bestante ! Poste RestRnte ! It has 
r«8te4 fof iQC cluae to tlie Bomaa pKntbeoD, 
and nndor the ehaclow' of that blood-stained 
Biicrificiat stone by tfao great Cathedral of 
Mexico. Poste Restante ! How many times 
have I journeyed towards it with flattering 
palse and a sinking in my throat— how 
many times have I come from it with my 
pocket full of dollars, or my ejea full of 
tears; tears that were sometimes of jny, 
and aometimef — but not often> — of sorrow. 
The Poste Uestunte has been to mo, these 
many years, a smooth and a kind post, on 
the whole. 



THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA. 
These stamps, though not perhaps of such 
interest as some of the other coioniea, are 
•till well worth studying ; and to the best 
of onr recollection, no paper has hitherto 
been published respecting them. We onr- 
selvefl shonld hardly venture to write npon 
snob well-known stampa, were we not in 
possession of some details which reach us 
from an official source, and are in part con- 
firmatory, in part supplementary, to those 
already recognised. Ourcorrespondent, who 
spent some years in Tasmania, was appointed, 
in 1864, one of the commissioners for re- 
viewing all the departments of the Groveru- 
ment, of which, of course, the post-office 
formed one. The manipulation and supply 
of stamps was as important item in the 
inquiry, in tho prosecntion of which he ob- 
tained information of the exact dates of the 
emission of the several series. We regret 
he has not given us this information respect- 
ing all the series ; he probably has thought 
it unnecessary to do so respecting the later 
issues, but in point of fact, there is a degree 
of uncertainty as to their dale of emission, 
which we, unassisted, cannot clear up. 

The first series, consisting of two stamps, 
appeared in October, 1853. The one fenny 
was printed in a uniform clear blue tint. 
Tho fourpence, howoTcr, was not printed 
with the same attention to colour ; hence we 
find it in three very distinct shades : red, 
orange, and light brown. The design was 
of an exceedingly simple character, and, as 
may be supposed, was fabricated in the 



colony. The Queen's head appears on tbe- 
penny enclosed in an oral band, on which 
are inscribed the words, van BiKsrEs'a lakd, 
OSB PENKT; which, again, is contained in a 
square lined frame with notched comers; 
the fourpence, by far the commoner of the 
two varieties, shows the Queen's head within 
a circular frame, bearing the same inscription 
as tho penny, the value alone being changed ; 
and the design is completed by an external 
octagonal-lined frame. Of the two, the 
penny is at once the simpler and more 
pleasing, but both are extremely crude. 
These two stamps were, until very recently, 
the only ones with the Queen's head turned 
to the right. The paper on which they are- 
printed is thick, but spongy. We are not 
sure that these values were used for com- 
mercial as well as postal purposes, idtboHgh 
we are not ignorant of the fact, that thej. 
are generally met with bearing a pen-and-ink 
obliteration. Without the means of referring- 
to any qnantity at present, and writing 
therefore entirely from memory, we do not 
recollect ever observing the mention of any 
sum of money forming part of the cancella- 
tion. Probably with tho postal organisation 
in a primitive state, the officials, at least in 
the onl^of-the-way settlements, had time to 
write the name of their office, as well as the 
date of forwarding, over the stamp. This. 
question, however, we must leave open ; and ■ 
in finally taking leave of the first issn.e, we 
have only to'notics the &ct, that the values 
were printed in sheets of 24 stamps. 

The second type (head of Queen on an 
engine-turned ground) was issued in Octo- 
ber, 1855. Levrault erroneously gives Isfe 
October, 1858, as the date of emission. 
Of this second type there are three values. 
One penny red, twopence green-, fourpence 
blue. These were first emitted imperforated 
and in deep tints. We give the generic tints 
above ; the actual shades were, for this first 
edition, dark carmine, dark green (a rich 
colour), and thick blue, and it appeared on a 
laid bluish-tinted paper, watermarked with a 
star. Sometime after a second edition ap- 
peared on unwatermarked paper and in 
lighter colours, that is to say, carmine, light 
green, and blue. We cannot give the exaot 
date of appearance of these stamps, but we 
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ahonlcl be inclined to pnt it as 1 857 ; it must 
certainly have been earlier than 1858, as in 
tbat year appeared the two higher valueB 
which we are about to notice, which were 
on paper watermarked with a figure ; and no 
doubt, had the first supply of the low values 
been exhausted at thu same time as or after 
tho emission of tbe 6d. and Is., the figure- 
watermarked paper would have been em- 
ployed as for them. 

The lilac 6d. and red shilling, both of 
which show the Qaeen'a portrait in a pecu- 
liar octagonal frame, were issued on the 1st 
January, 1858, EnpaMant, we may observe, 
that LevrauU gives no date of emission for 
these,, but places a note of interrogation as 
to the date before the description. He gives 
the first colours of the sixpence as violet 
and grey-lilac ; the shilling was then, as it 
still is, simply red ; onr correspondent terras 
It, dark orange. As above observed, the 
paper was watermarked with, a figure, the 
shilling beai-ing the number 12 in place of 
the usual denominator. 

At an uncertain date, the penny, two- 
penny, and fourpenny stamps were issued on 
paper watermarked with a figure repre- 
senting the value. Levrault places the time 
at 1863, but does not profess to give the 
date authoritatively, and we ourselves should 
be inclined to give a rather earlier date. 
Assuming that the unwatermarked stamps 
werp issued about 1857, they would, accord- 
to Levrault, have bad a currency of 
about six years — rather a long period for an 
hich was very probably issued for 
!. The higher values were 
issued at the beginning of '58, on the fignre 
watermarked paper; and, no doubt, had the 
stock of the lower ones lasted until that 
date, they would likewise have been re- 
issued on that paper; butas it was exhausted 
earlier, some temporary provision had to be 
made for meeting the requirements of the 
service. On our supposition, a very moderate 
stock would have been printed, calculated to 
suffice for only a short period ; and arguing 
from this theory, we should be disposed to 
place tho date of the omission of the flgijre 
series at about 1860 at the latest. This 
point, however, is capable of proof, by exami- 
nation of a quantity of obliterated speoimensj 



or, better still, by the officia!ly -derived 

information which it is in onr correspondent's 
power to furnish. 

With the appearance of these fignre* 
watermarked stamps, the list of emissionB 
proper closes ; bnt, as all the world knows, 
the Tasmanian series exists perforated as 
well aa nnperforated ; and it is generally 
understood that the perforation is the work 
of some private person or company. The 
fact is mentioned by Levrault in his cata- 
logue, and confirmed by Dr. Magnus in bis 
paper on denticnlations. Who it ia that, 
apparently without hope of reward, performs 
this public service is entirely unknown. If 
the generally-accepted statement on this 
point be tme, it forms one of the most 
curious incidents in postage-stamp annals. 
This private perforation has been going on 
for years, and the work too is well done; a 
fresh machine even has been employed, and 
in place of being perforated with 13 dents 
to the guHge, the higher values now come 
over showing only 10. 

This matter, in some degree, escaped our 
attention up to the present time; we have 
been content, in fact, to accept the common 
statement, that the perforation is the fruit 
of private enterprise, but we think it ia now 
time this statement should be put to the tost. 
If it be trnp, the name of the firm or indi- 
vidual by whom the work is done can be 
easily ascertained, and will well deserve 
publicity; if not, the sooner the .popular 
error is exploded the better. 

GAMBIA AND ITS NEW STAMPS. 

We have had the pleasure during the last" 
few years of enrolling under the banner of 
postal progress many kingdoms, colonies, 
and republics, and the cry is, "Still they 
come." Last month we gave particulars' 
of a South African state which has joined, 
or is on the eve of entering tho ranks ; and 
now wo have to chronicle another recruit 
from the same continent, this time one of 
onr dependencies in the west — Gambia, to 
wit. 

Tbis colony is composed of several small 
towns and factories on tho borders of the 
river from wbence it takes ita cognomen. 
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The capital is Bathorst, in the dietrict of St. 
Mary. The West African settlements are 
Sierra Leone, Lagos, Gambia, the Gold 
Coast, and their dependencies. The gover- 
nor and commander-in-chief is Sir A. E, 
Kennedy, C.B., whoso residence is at Sierra 
Leone. The Gambian legislative council is 
at present composed of the Administrator, 
vrho acts as president, the chief magistrate, 
the collector of costoms, and the Hon. T. 
Brown, one of the jnstices. The governor 
receives a salary of £3500 a year. The 
population in 1854: was 5693. The cenans 
has not since been taken, bnt if it had been, 
would show an eitenaive increase. The 
river Gambia waa discoverd in 1447 by 
Unnez Tristan, who after ascending it for 
some hundreds of miles, fiaatly met his 
death from the poisoned arrows of the 
natives. The river is navigable for more 
than six hundred miles into the interior. 
Like ihe 'Nile, it annually overflows its 
banks ; its month is at Cape St. Mary, 
where the width is eight miles. The supply 
of crocodiles is always quoted as being 
greater than the demand. Although the 
climate is not every thing that can be 
desired for the "creature's comfort," it is 
not nearly so nnhealthy a^ that of Lagos or 
of the Gold Coast. Their hottest season is 
from October to March. The country is 
well stocked with cattle, wild at\imals, and 
birds, some of, the latter being of beantiful 
plumage. Sugarj rice, Indian corn, and 
potatoes are amongst the chief productions. 
Some of these were shown at the 1862 Ex- 
hihition and elicited general commendation. 

After the fashion of those children who 
leave all the plums in their cakes till the 
last, we now come to our " tit-bita " in the 
shape of the new postage stamps. 

A white embossed bead of Her Majesty 
is contained in a circle, GiMBii is inscribed 
in a straight label above ; the valne is in 
white relief below, the spandrel ornaments 
being also embossed. The stamps we have 
seen are nnperforated. There are two 
values— 

4 pence, deep brown. 

6 „ deep bine. 



IXTERtTATIONAL POSTAGE STAMPS. 

PoaTAGB stamps, like the telegraph, are atill 
in their infancy. We hardly yet know to 
what extent they are capable of being 
utilised, but it is certain they may be 
applied for other purposes than those for 
which they were first created. In this 
country, it has long been the custom to use 
them for making small remittances by post, 
and the trade in many articlea has received 
no slight impulse from this fiicility, coupled 
also with the power, now possessed, of send- 
ing many such articlea themseivea by book or 
sample post. Of course there ia no commer- 
cial advantage which may not be employed 
for evil as well as good, and in this case we 
find that the new circulating medium lias 
been one of the principal aids to the exten- 
sion ofqnackery, which has now assumed 
snch monatrons proportions ; atill, on the 
whole, the benefit to honest trade morarthan 
counterbalances these drawbacks. To such 
an extent had stamps become naed for re- 
mittances, that the government, some yeara 
back, found it necessary to grant facilities 
for exchanging them for coin at the post- 
officea, of which no doubt the public has 
pretty generally availed itself. On sums 
under ten shilliuga there is an advantage 
given by this exchange, but above that 
amount money-orders are cheaper, as the 
percentage on stamps of higher sums is 
greater than the fee for orders. 

Hitherto this country has been alone in 
its recognition of the valae of stamps as a 
circulating medium, they have been and are 
employed in other countries to represent 
money, but no official assistance has been 
given to develope their capabilities ; now, 
however, it would seem, a step, and a very 
considerable one, has been taken towards 
the utilisation of stamps. We read in the 
current number of Mr, Van Rinsum's jour- 
nal (rfte Continental PhUalelie Magazine'), 
an announcement that " The French trade 
(?) is negociating with the govemment 
about the issuing of intemaiiotial stamps — 
to nse in the countries which have unity of 
coins, and also for the expedition of smalt 
sums of money." International stamps — 
who would have dreamt of such a thinif 
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a few years ago, and yet the tbing ia feasible 
enough. International money-orders have 
been iasued for some conaiderable period 
between France and Italy, and -why should 
not stamps be introduced ? Sueh stamps 
might be cnrrent throughout Prance, Bel- 
gium, Switzerland, Italy, and Rome. Some 
difficulty might arise in Italy where paper- 
inoDey ia current and ia at a discount, but 
this might be avoided by keeping a separate 
accODot for the internationals and reqairisg 
gold in payment. This plan is pursued 
with respect to raoney-ordera drawn in Italy 
upon French offices, they are only issued 
against gold. In this coaatry we cannot 
expect to have international stamps until tbo 
sovereign is mads the exact oqaivalent of 
25 francs, and then we shall also have the 
proposed international coin of that value. 
Should we have long to wait, we shall have 
time to envy our continental neighbours. 

International stamps would prove a vast 
benefit ; at present remittances from one 
country to another must be made either by 
banker's draft or by bank-notes, an incon- 
venience in respect of small sums and not 
unfrequently a loss on large ones ; with the 
proposed facility trade wonid certainly in- 
crease considerably, as for many smaller arii- 
cles, the buyer wonld be placed in direct com- 
munication with the original maker or teller. 
The advantage given in the matter of prepay- 
ment of letters is a minor but by no means 
despicable one. The principal continental 
states being so thoronghly connected by 
rail, there must certainly be a vast number 
of persons constantly passing between one 
country and another. At present any small 
stock of stamps they may possess is useless 
beyond their own frontier, and their value 
can only be realised, afbor arriving in another 
country, by remitting them home ; bnt with 
international stamps in their pockets, they 
wonld always be able to frank their tetters 
without troubling to pnrchaae the labels of 
the country they might happen to be in. 
We do not insist npon this as a great ad- 
vantage, but it ia worth reckoning in the 
general account of nsefulncas. 

Altogether the plan seems an admirable 
one, and we trust its novelty will not lead to 
its rejection or postponement. 



CONCERNING REPRINTS. 

i,Coalinusi from p. 46.) 

Romq.vA. — The provisional Romagneee have 
Qo doabt been reprinted. A new valae has 
been added in the reprints, and proofs have 
alao been concocted. Though not of the 
highest rarity, unused originals are far from 
common. The four baj. brown is the only 
one at all frequently met with. The value 
of used specimens has been greatly depre- 
ciated by the prevalence of the reprints. 
They do not fetch more than the latter, 
though in our opinion much more valuable. 
We, ourselves, should recommend collectors 
to do the best they can to obtain nsed 
copies, but if they fail, the reprints form a 
very fair substitute, being from the original 
dies, and in colours which approximate to 
those of the originals. 

RossiA-PoLAND. — ■ It appears from Dr. 
Uagnns, that there are two varieties of the 
common blue 3 kop. envelope, one with the 
impression at the left upper angle ; the 
other with it on the flap. The latter is 
stated to be a reprint, having been made 
after the closing of the Warsaw poet-office, 
and, as we may well suppose, that ia Russiai 
no tampering with the dies would be per- 
mitted, these impressions must have been 
taken by authority — though why, it is hard 
to say. We must not omit to mention that 
the reprint is on paper watermarked with 
the same check pattern as the originals. 

Saiont. — None of the stamps of this coun- 
try have been reprinted. Unuaed specimens 
of the first series are now rather difficult to 
obtain. Of the second issue there appears to 
be a rather more plentiful supply in existence, 
the highest value even being by no means un- 
common. We may remark here, that nunsed 
copies of the great majority of European 
stamps which have been in nso since 1860-1 
are easily obtainable. The influence of 
philately soon made itself felt; even at a 
time when it was no better than a mania, 
people commenced looking after stampB, 
and such aa belonged to superseded series, 
or to series about to be withdrawn, must 
have been carefully guarded. Hence very 
few of thesa more recently emitted indi- 
viduals realise anything like "fancy prices," 
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and for this philatelists may be thankru), 
for they gain no slight pecuniary advantage 
in coming after the " timbro maniacs." 
' To retnm : the arms aeries which has just 
been aappreseed has at once become com- 
moner than when current — we mean the 
UnnBed specimens, and already wo have 
commenced to receive inquiries from cor- 
respondents whether op not it has been 
reprinted. Tbat it has not ib certain. No 
doubt the explanation is, that a very large 
stock remained on hand, and that it has 
been disposed of by " private contract," at 
"ao enormous aacriflce." Collectors with a 
horror of reprints will thus be quite safe 
in investing in these stamps, and thank 
B'smarck for getting them so cheaply. 

8chijBswig-HolbtB[N. — Id all probability 
the nnnaed stamps now generally sold are 
reprints. Positive proof of the fact there is 
very little of, hat aa the paper is thinner, 
the colour paler, and, according to Dr. 
Magnus, the silk thread finer, there ia a great 
deal of circumstantiiil evidence against their 
originality. It would bo interesting to trace 
the history of the dies, and to discover the 
how, when, and wherefore they were used 
in the printing of poathumona impressions, 
botwitn all the attention given to philately, 
and to everything appertaining thereto, no 
one seems to have been able to find out the 
soarcea of unofiicial reprinta. As a rule, 
reprinters prefer to work in the dark, and 
whether it be good or evil that they do by 
stealth, would perhaps blush to find their 
names made famous. No donbt in many 
Cases a sort of back-staira influence ia ex- 
erted to procnre the disused dies ; in others 
HO doubt the engraver holds the dies, or 
casts from them, and is moved by the necea- 
sitiea of the philatelic world ' to work 
them, and thus it happens that presentable 
copies of the greatest rarities are placed 
within reach of collectors of the most 
moderate means. Reveyions a nos moutojis, 
the originals of the Schleawig- Hoi stein pair 
are rarely to be had, either nsed or nnnsed ; 
we have, however, occaaionally met with a 
very deceptive forgery of the two schg., 
inasmnch as, departing from the usual plan, 
it ia heavily postmarked, hut the absence of 
the thread forms a decisive teat. 



Of the Schleswig-Holstein stamps of 
1864-6, no reprints exist, the originals being 
safficiently plentiful. 

Spain. — -None of the numerous series of 
stamps for this country have been reprinted, 
and the reprinting of the old issues of 
1850-4 has been rendered impossible by the 
alteration of aome of the dies to make theni 
serve for fiscal stamps, and by the partial 
destruction of others. These old issuea 
have declined considerably in value during 
the last two or three years, bnt it has been 
by a perfectly natural process. The fall ia 
entirely the result of the discovery of large 
quantities of used specimena by enterprising 
dealers. The spirit of commerce, in relation 
to stamps, was a long time in penetrating 
into Sfxiin, bnt when it was once fairly 
engrafted, it made qntck prepress. We 
must remark, however, that no amonnt of 
searching has succeeded in bringing to lighfc 
any really influential quantity of unused 
copies, except of the 10 realea of 1851, 
which, once among the greatest rarities, has 
fallen to the rank of a stflmp of not mor© 
than ordinary scarcity. 

The specimens of various issues which <ire 
now being offered, with one or more lines 
printed or drawn with a pen across them; 
are not reprints, but simply remainders of 
the old stock cancelled in thia manner to 
prevent their being used, or in any way 
passing at their facial value. The 1 and S 
realea of 1854, and the 2 cuartoa of 1855, ara 
generally found with threo lines of print 
transversely crosaing--on6 thick between 
two thin ones ; the 1 real of 1855, and the 
185G and 1B57 series, on the other hand, are 
usually found with one pen-nnd-ink ' line 
each way across the stamp. Most frequently 
these lines appear to have been roughly 
drawn, without much attempt at straight- 
ness ; but we have seen entire sheets of 
these stamps thus marked with the lines 
regnlarly and carefully ruled across and 
down. The moat provoking thing in con- 
nection with theae line obliterations is, that 
they nearly always obscure the portrait t<i 
such a degree as to render preferable even 
inferior copiea postmarked with the nsnal 
hand- stamp. 
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HOW THE POST-OFFICE ASSISTS 
THE PRESS IN^ AMERICA. 

From T/ie Tima. 

The newspaper in America is regarded as a 
useful and necessai-y institution, and one 
which it ifl as much the duty of the govern- 
ment and people to support as the public 
school aystem, or any other of the many 
indispensable things that the community 
carries on for its benefit. This nsefntness 
of the newspaper is recognized by the 
government in every way. Every law passed 
by the Federal cougress is required to be 
published in a certain number of newspapers 
in every State in the Union ; the same is the 
case with every treatj ratified, with every 
presidential proclamation, and with other 
official acts of our rulers. Nothing can be 
bongbt or sold by government without 
advertisement duly made. In these ways 
miUions of dollars are distributed over the 
country among the newspaper profession. 

When congress, at the close of the war, 
lessened the heavy taxation upon the people, 
the first tax removed wad' the inland daty 
upon advertisements, and the importance of 
the newspaper business was recognized by 
exempting it from restriction. Bat the 
government even goes further than this, 
and holds it to be its duty actually to facili- 
tate the newspaper circulation. Every ad- 
•vaotago that can be asked in the way of 
postal facilities is extended to newspaper 
circulation. The " exchange papers " in 
every newspaper- office are an important 
HOurce of infonnation, and there are few 
American editors who do not exchange their 
paper with several hundred contemporaries. 
By law the poat-ofBce department carries all 
these exchange papers free of cost, either to 
sender or receiver. The Sim Francisco pub- 
lisher drops his journal daily into the post- 
office at that city, and it is carried 3,000 
miles to Philadelphia; the Philadelphia pub- 
lisher receives it, and in turn seeda his paper 
to San Francisco. Not a penny ia paid for 
this service, yet it goes on between the many 
iiewBpa^ier offices of the country, and tons 
of mail-matter are carried in this way at the 
public cost. 

The post-office doea even more, for it 



gives each pablisher a post-office box on 

its premises to receive hia hnndreds of ex- 
changes daily, to be his exclusive property 
BO long as thus used, and this, too, without 
any pay. 1,000 dollars a year from each 
would scarcely pay for the service thus done 
for every newspaper in the country, and 
done voluntarily and gladly by the govern- 

Tbe post-office does much . more than. 
this, for it considers it to be the wisest policy 
to benefit the subscribers as well as tfae pub- 
lishers of newspapers. The newspaper mails 
arc carried with the same speed and care as 
the letter mails, bnt at a much lower rate. 
Letter postage from any part of the United 
States to any other, provided the distance 
be not more than 3,000 miles, is at the rate 
of 3 c. for ft half-ounce. Newspaper postage 
for the I'ame distance is but 2 c. a single 
rate, and this single rate ia anything less 
than foar ounces, so that the sender may put 
half a dozen newspapers in one package, 
provided it docs not weigh over four ounces, 
and still pay only 2 c. postage for it. 

Besides this, the post-office grants a com- 
mutation to regular newspaper' subscribers. 
The subscriber to a daily newspaper wonld 
have to pay at the regnlar rate 2 c. postage a 
day, but by merely exhibiting a receipt from 
the pnblisher showing him to be a subscriber 
he is entitled to the commutation, and pays 30 
c. in advance for three months at the post- 
office where be receives his paper. For 1 dol. 
20 c. (4s. lOd.) a year, therefore, he can get 
throngh the post his 310 daily newspapers, 
that otherwise would have cost over six dol- 
lars postage. These advantages are extended 
to all publications — daily, weekly, or monthly. 
The publishers of weekly papers have an 
additional advant^e, as they can send by 
mail, free of charge for postage, one copy of 
their paper «ach week to any snbscriber 
within the connty where the paper is pub- 
lished. These are actual encouragements to 
the public to subscribe, and they are granted 
by the government in order to assist a 
business which is thought to be of incalcn-, 
lable benefit to the country. 

Books, authors' MSS., proof-aheetg, Ac, 
are also carried hy mail at much less than the 
regular rates, and for the same reason. The 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. [April 1, 1869. 



railway, steamboat, express, and telegraph 
companins, also, for the same cause, grant 
Ikcilities for the gathering of news and the 
circulation of newspapers, not enjoyed by the 
general public. While all the transportation 
lines give every facility for the carriage of 
newspaper bundles from the cities to rural 
newsmen and agents, they rarely think of 
charging anything for the service ; and the 
telegraph companies, recognizing the news- 
papers as among their best cnstomers, trans- 
mit their news messages at from one-third to 
one-half the ordinary rates. This, too, is 
done in order to facilitate the operations of 
an important business. 



EBVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Oppen'i Pogiage-siamp Athum ami Catalogue. 
Hevised, corrected, and brought up to 
the present time, by Dr. Viner. Twelfth 
Edition. London : William Stevens. 
A BOUND dozen editions of a work ia a very 
convincing testimony to its popularity. That 
the album which still retains the name of 
" Oppen's," though as it now stands it is 
really the work of Br. Viner alone, shonld 
have reteioed its position, is not surprising. 
It ia 'weli fitted for juvenile collectors, and 
future generations of schoolboys will, no 
doubt, testify to its worth in the most 
desirable manner — namely, by obtaining 
oopies. 

The twelfth edition offers no special feature 
on which to remark. It has been brought 
up to the present time, and will, no doubt, 
meet the pleasant fate of ita predecessor — 
rapid exhaustion. 

The Fermainerd Poslage-tlamp Album. In 
four languages. By C. Vah RtNaott. 
Amsterdam : H. de Hoogh. 

(8BC0N0 NOTICB.) 

SiNCe reviewing this work from the early 
sheets we have seen a bonnd copy, and are 
glad to find that the error in the printing 
of the sheets, whereby Spain, Denmark, 
Bdlginm, and Portogal, were jnmbled to- 
gether, has been rectified. For the guidance 
of collectors, we felt bound to notice the 
existence of this error, and have now much 



pleasure in announcing its correction. The 
compiler has written us in reply to onr 
complaint that tho album did not contain 
the elements of permanency, pointing ont 
that it contains a number of blank sheets. 
On reference to onr copy we find that 
there are indeed blank sheets, but they 
are perforated down the inner edge, and 
without other explanation, we should 
have taken them to be simply the guards. 
There are no otiier guards in the book : the 
effect, therefore, of mounting stamps on 
these sheets would be to caiise it to bulge 
inordinately. Even were no stamps put on 
them, the book would still bulge, havmg no 
guards; and the only way to remedy the 
defect, is to tear ont the sheets, leaving in 
only the nan-ow slip on the otLer side of the 
perforated line. 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 
The Oeneiul Pobt-office at Bqiira.i lull been 
tolally destroyed by fire. 

Wb I'NDEBSTAND TBiT inB PROPOSiL tO fofm SH 

" International " Philatelic Society ia on the iajiii. 

An HisTOHiCil. CosniiDBOM.— Why were there no 
postage labels in Henry the EJghtli'a reign ?^Bec«uao 
then a Queen's head was not worth a penny. 

Cautious. — Tho other day a little girl presented a 
letter at the poat-ofBce. There being no stamp on it, the 
postraaatec inquired whether she had not brought a penny. 
" No," she replied, " father has put the stamp inside." 

A Wise Ai.tbsa.tion.— The Dutch hare just taken 
a si^ificant step In domestic legislstiDn. They have 
abolished the stamp duty on newspapers, and to takke up 
the deSciency thos occauoned have loued the duty on 

A Good Cdhtoueh. — A boy, aome time since, went to 
the post-offlee at Totoes, and tried the following : — 
" Pl^ise, ma'am, bante a going to gie me anything for 
Christmas ? " — "For what resson ? " — "'Cause I always 
brings my letters to your pOBt-offlco." 

CuRiosmES or the Post-office. — At Addlestone, 
near Chertaey, in Surrey, a curious parcel was receireii 
by an angler, Bame time since, containing a quarter-of-an- 
ounce of the common house flica, which was found to 
amount to the astonishing number of 1273. 

A New Papeh Monev. — The paper money now in use 
is the postage stamp. TLia poBtal money is esaentially 
the poor man's bank-note, as it enables him to pay a aunt 
as low as a penny, or draw a cheque for twopence. When 
crossed over, it ia a sign that the payment of the note is 
stopped- It is endorsed with adheaire gum, which is m 
verv great ooDveoience for persona wlw are noted fOr 
Btickiiig at nothing when they wish to raise money. 

PosTMES ON Wheels. — Like as a sensible man may 
learn wisdom ftom the folly of others, the Parisian Post- 
master- General has adopted the velocipedian mania to 
the advantage both of the publio and the atate. At the 
commencement, it was only tried by the rural post;nen ia 
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the department Df the Aubc, but the success attending it 
tdng BoRrcat, it haa now been extended to the metropoliB. 
In addition to delivering letlen, the postznan, m he rolls 
along on his (hree- wheeled machine, executes UCtle com- 
miaaions, placing light parcels in a box for that nurpose. 
Three hours per day are saved In the dellTeiy of letters. 

OcEAK pEiiBT rosTAOE.— Of course, there are argu- 
ments ui^ed against the proposed reduction, both on the 
grounds of practicability and expediency. None, hovp-- 
ever, seem to ua of sufficient weight to counterbalance the 
manifest benefits to be derived from it. We cannot share 
in the fear that the regularity and efficiency of the mail 
service would be impaired by it. At tho figure of a 
penny, or two cents, per half ounce, freight on the mail- 
bags would amount to aomcdiing over forty pounds, or 
two hundred dollars per ton— autely euougb to make the 
efficient fulfilment of ^tal requirements an object with 
the wealthieat stcaioBiup company, both as to speed and 
regularity. — A'ew York Timti. 

Post-OFFICB CoLLoacT.— ThB Sultm Obifrvir says 
that the following colloquy once actually took place at a 
poet-office within a few miles of that city : — Patrick : 
"I say, Miflther Poatmaster, is there a letter forme?" — 
FoUmaiUr: "Who are jou, mv good eir? "—/'ai. ; "I 
am myself, that's who I am.^'-i*. M. : "Well, but 
■what's your name, sir ? "—fat. : "0 nivcr mind the 
name."— /•. M. : "Imusthavc your name, sir."— Pfl(. .■ 
" By the holy Bt, I'atrick, an' what do you want with 
myname?"— i", M.: "So that I can find your letter, if 
there is one."— Pa(.; "WbIL Mary Buma, thin, if jou 
must have it."— P. M. : " No, there U none for Mary 
Bums." — Pel. ,- "Is there no other way to get in there, 
except through thie nane of glass?" — P.M.: "No, 
air."— fii(. .- "Well ftr j-ou there isn't, I'd tache ye 
better manners than to itiidst upon a gintlenian's name '. 
But you didn't get it afther all, so I'm even with you." 

A Method von Pb kvk t iti ko the Robbeet of Bost- 
ACE Stamtb.— The attention of business men has lately 
been called by Mr, Joseph Slopcr, of Walbrook-honse, to 
the means afforded by his perforating machines ot com- 
pletely preventiiig the robberies of postage stamps which 
are constantly going on. In the despatch of ncwepapers 
and circulars by thonsands, it has often been discovered 
that a portion have never been forwarded to their destin- 
ation, the stamps having proved too ^reat a temptation 
to dishonest messengers. Again, many peisone transmit 
stamps through the post-offlce in payment of accounts 
which are not considered sufficiently large to reijuire a 
cheque, or, in other cases, where it is not conrenient to 



(as, for instance, by impressing the initials of firms), : 
such a way that the sale of them shall be prevented, and 
the temptation to wrong dealing at once removed. Tho 
post-office authorities have thcmeclvea issued printed in- 
structions, strongly recommending the adoption of this 
plan as the most effcelual means of preventing the fraudu- 
lent removal of stamps. By the process employed the 
mark docs not interfere at all with the obliterating mark 
used by the post-office.— .fle/f* it'ttkiy Mnitnger. 

TAKtMQ Stamps peom Lfttebs.- In the early days 
of our philatelic career it was often our misfortune la receive 
packets frem our correspondents abroad mulcted of the 
stamps with which they were supposed to be franked. Jt 
would have been folly to write to the post-office, and 
-'■" '— " — informed that "our coimnunicalion would 
y attention," not to hear anything more on 



the subject. About a fortnight since appeared, at Bow 
Street, a certain Joseph George Smith, charged with 
having "fraudulently removed, or caused to be removed. 
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the evidence, that Smith had previously been suspected [ 
so the usual species of trap was laid for him, into wMeb, 
not being endowed with the gift of second sirfit, he 
naturally fell, and was caught. The follo«-ing ia the 
recognisfd receipt for baiting a postal "man-trap:"' Make 
up a half-ounce letter, upon which (after privately 
marking) affix a twopenny stamp ; then addreea it to an 
individual whose real abode is most probably in niiiiim, 
and duly posting your packet, you will, nine times out of 
ten, "land" jourmaa. This was tried in the case under 
notice, and it succeeded admirably. Upon the defendant 
being searched, other atamps were taken from him, which 
likewise Beeroed to have been detached from letters. The 
defendant's counsel said, no doubt his client had acted 
fooliabl)-, but he contended that the prosecution ought to 
have proved that the stamps removed from certain letters 
were the same placed on others. If that were not rfiown, 
there waa no proof that tho removal was done with ■ 
fraudulent intent. The magistrate said, the point was a 
very ingenious one, but it was quite clear that if an 
official took a stamp oif a letter in its course throueh fbe 
post, it could only be with a fraudulent intent. Aa the 
case was fully proved, the defendant was fined £10 and 
cnats. Another summons was preferred against him, for 
affixing obliterated penny labels to letters, for which 
ofiVnce he was also fined. 



CORRESPONDENCE- 

THE SWISS STAMPS. 
To (Ae iKiior 0/ " The Stajjp-Collectob's Maoazikb." 

SiB, — I have been much surprised that no notice 
has been taken by English philatelists of your paper on 
the paternity and date of the Vaud, Neufchate^ and 
Geneva stamps, translated from Li Timbre- Ptate. Also, 
if JOU thought the Bubalanee of that article authentic, 
why did you not favour us with a. translation of Mono. 
Moens' second article on the same subject, which might 
either have eonfinncd the statements, or have provoked 
some interesting discussion from veteran coliectoiB ? It 
IS not now loo late to remedy this omission, though per- 
haps the whole article verbalim might be undesirable. 

Ciifian. PESTONIA. 

THE YELLOW COEEUE^tTES STAMP. 

Z!>(A*Brfl(Bro/"TUESTAS(P-CuLtECTOB'sMAOAZraB." 

Sin, — Having seen in your magazine an account of the 
"Corrienles," black on yeUoa giBund, and read the 
question asked, as to any one having met with this said 
variety, I beg to slate that I have seen it, last year, 
in a good -collection, belonging to sn amateur collector at 
Bordeaux. Tho variety is extremely pretty, being on a 
bright yellow ground, and the design clear. The gentle- 
man (French} to whomit belonged told me that M. Haht 
had admired it much, and considered it genuine and very 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Triale. E, B. S. 

THE DRESDEN "EXPRESS" STAMPS. 

To iA«£lfl(0r?/'"THESTAMP-C0Ll,ECroa'sMAOAZI.VE."' 
Deab Sir,— I have been in Dresden a couple of days, 
and notwilhstanding my efibrls, I could not discover any 
trace of the "Express' stamps; nor did I bear anything 
relating lo their existence, except at lUMiplaoe — ■ Hth»- 
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prapher's! I am fully persuaded that they are, like 
iheir already unmagked brethren of Breshiu. flclitious 
labels. Moae, Moens ie, indeed, on the right track, being 
more Ibas euspicinus about them. 

It 1! a matter of fact, or at h'Bst uniTersally kaonn 
among Britieh alainp.collcetiica, that in tierniany private 
penona oi companieg are not allowed to cany letlen for 
iranamiesion, unleas. they {i.e., the letters) are op<n, or it 
bf effected jrodit'om/y,- which hitter alternative is, in 



I think tJiie fact epeakefor itself. 

I beg to remain, dear Sir, your? respeeifuiiy, 
Jt^etlaa. MAX JOSEPl 



THE PERMANENT STAMP ALBUM AOAIN. 

To the Editor of "In^ STiup-CoLtFcroB'H Maoazin)!." 



a Sift, — I have carefuUv pcniBed the descrip'i 

01 lae albuDiE lately published, and now beg ttrtrouuie 

you with my idea of what a really good album aliould be. 



1. — Accommodation fob Sta 

The apaeea should be of uniform aize, capable of contain- 
ing, without crowding, the largest slainpa. These spaces 
should be on the right-hand aide of the pagea only, the 
left-hand side being occupied by (be catalogue. They 
should be numbered at the bottom or aide (not inaide, as 
then, in the ease of the first tloldo-Wallachians and 
others, the iiumb«a would show through the alamps), in 
aeeordaoce with the caalogue on the opposite page. Ihe 
numbering of each series of atamps should couimcnee 
with No. I at the left end of the cow ; and if any apat-es 
remain at the ri^ht end, these should be blank, fur the 
reception of varieties at the option of the coUeetor. 

2.— AcCOSIMOOiTION I«B Fi:TUEE Ib«UE3. 

About one hundred leaves should be inserted throughout 
the book, where they are most likely to be: required (as in 
BtafTotil Smith's album), with apaeea on the one lide, and 
blank on the other, for the conlm.uatioD in writing of the 
catalogue. 

3.— The Catalooub. 

Thia ahould be placed on the Itft-hand aide of each 
leaf. Each country ahould be headed in a similar manner 
to Oppcn'e album, with the arma on one side, and a apace 
tor ie portrait of the aovcrcign on the other. The dc- 
Bcripliona following, fully yet clearly worded, with en- 
gravings of each type at the aide. Every proiuinent 
variety, such as perforate and imperforate, and decided 
differences in shade, should be mctuded. Newspaper 
stamps might also deservedly have a place in the album. 

i. — PftlNTlNO AND EnGRAVINO. 

I think that a clear type, printed in blue ink on toned 

eper, would be about the best. The engrsvings should 
entrusted to a really skilful engraver. Specially-en- 
graved maps of the principal countries should be inserted. 

6.— BlNDIKO. 

In v-arious styles and at various prices. Clasps and 
guards are of course indispensable. 

I am aware that the album above described would not 
be a truly permanent one. but still it would hold all 
stamps likely to be issued for tlie next ten yeais. Tou 
will see that I have taken example by exiatiog albums in 
several places. I shall be glad to know what you or any 
of your readers think of the idea. 

Yours truly, 
. (Srrfy. W. H. 8. 



ANSWERS TO COSaES PON DENTS. 

Gertenblliannik, Clifton. —Babh ados, as on the 
Btanips, and not " Barbadoea," is the correct spelling. 

Dabbt ASO Joan.— There is no stamp in eiislencs 
with the heads of the ri^gaing king and queen, as on the 
William and Uary coinvge. 

CoNNEMARA. — We Can give you no further infoimalian 
respecting the word colon on the Chiti stamp*. Tha 
subject has already bi'eu discussed in our pages. 

B. ITAitftiaoN,— Thanks for the list you have been at 
the trouble of sending us, but, with one exceMion, ^ 
stamps have been either noticed, or ace hardly worth 

Viboinia.— The Sierra Leone siipenny etamp is the 
only value ever issued for that settlement. Unperfornted 
specimens do exist, but are seldom to be met with, and 
art therefore comparatively ram. 

U. J., Bresbiu.— We thank you for yours of the IStli 
ult. We nill write yow as soon as we receive the desired 
information. The second part of your communication is 
reserved for our May numfcr. 

8.K.L. -ITie 2 reales Spain 1866 stamp eiiats in several 
shades of colour. We nave specimens in rose, pink, 
and mauve, perforated and unpcrforatcd. The 1 real 
green of the same issue is sonielimes to be met with per- 



llecting ■ million of used 

^ .. „ . ... nor to any other reward 

sther than that accruing from the pracliee of a great 
virtue — patience. 

J. E. L. B., Portsea. — We stiU have considerabla 
doubts as to the authenticity of the so-called Honduras 
stompe. A short time ago a respeolable dealer sent uit a 
few specimens, obliterate with a pen-stroke, whieh were 
said to have been received on letters coming direct from 
the Republic. More precise information ia needed, ere we 
can class them with bona-Jldt issues. 

Jacobus.— We quite aj[ree with you that philately 
ahould be made to lead to the study of other thinga, hi"' 
especiallv, and arc obliged by your sending us the n 
._:-. .J. ....:.. V... . .,,_. ,^ g,yip jg u 

' inserting it. ... 

surselvea, but gaire 

the project on finding to what a length it must run 
it were made to comprise any account of the Azteoa 
and their aubjugation; and considering, also, that the 
popularity of Prescotl'a work rendered such an article 
Bomewhat aupertluous. 

J. T. M., Guernsey.— The unused Brunswick and 
Saiony stamps now offered for sale by dealers en not 
reprints. For t\irther information we refer you to the 
article on reprints in the present number..— 2. The 
4-4lhB Brunswick on white paper has never done duty 
as a postage stamp.— 3. In reply to your query n the 
Spanish stamps obliterated with bars, we mustag^ rH'er 



sfif;.E 



It article on reprints. — i. The proposed 
Spanish slamps, value 30, 40, 400, and 800 mil, bare 
never been issued ; the 100 and 200 are now iu existence. 
—5. We are not aware that any new work on forged 
stamps ia cipcctcd to appear. 
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY, LONDON". 

A MBETiNO of innat«BrR of tbe pliilHtelio 
science was held on Satnrday, the 10th of 
April, at 93, Great Russell Street, Blooma- 
burj', for the purpose of taking into con- 
sideration the espediency of forming a 
Philatelic Society, Sir Daniel Coopev, 
Sart., F.R.a.s., Ac, occupied the ehuir, the 
meetinp; being opened by a few words from 
Mr, Atlee, who said :— 



"Itii 



ighteeE 



of a philatelic society wa; 
magazines ; it is therefon 
pleasure that I reflect that 
a start in earnest, and I i 
believe it will be a 
proceeding fui-ther, 
ine to state what 1 1 



ifhe since the idea 
broached ia the 
with feelings of 
^e have now made 
ncerely trust, and 
issful one. Befoi*e 
]| be necessary for 
the matter. 



b'at I hope yon will exonerate me from beii ^ 
guilty of egotism. I have written to forty- 
nine collectors, aud have received most 
encouragiiig replies from aearly all of them. 
We know the proverb, Qucit hominPB tot 
gent'niticB; but I must say that pbilatelisia 
appear to agree very well as to the general 
advantages of a society, although as to i"ule3 
and minor details there is some diversity of 
opinion. 

" Now, as regards obtaining particulars of 
the exact dates of issae of every stamp 
(which is amost important branch of study), 
I should propose that the Secretary write to 
postmasters for that information ; and on 
receipt of it, cause it to be read at the meet- 
ings. In course of time, we shall he able to 
compile a catalogue, giving all varieties of 
colour, watermark, and perforation ; bnt as 
tlie nmassing of materials for a complete 
catalogue would take a long time, mono- 
graphs might be published in the interim. 
These wonid have to be arranged on the 
Ho-called French system, which would leave 
every one to retain or reject what he might 
think proper. I do trust that we shall all 
co-operate in effecting the purpose for which 
we have met to-day ; and, sinking all petty 
differences of English and French schools, 
devote oar energies for the benetit of tbe 
Bcienee in general." 

The following rales were then discussed, 
and approved: — 



1st.— That the Society be called The 
Fhilalelie Society, London. 

2nd. — That the objects of the Society be 
to collect all po'Ssible information respecting 
stamps; the prevention . of forgeries; the 
facilitating and spreading of the knowledge 
of philately; and the facilitating the acqui- 
sition and exchange of stamps among mem- 

8rd. — That all amateurs be eligible for 
election as members of the Society. 

4th. — The mode of election to be as 
follows: — -Candidates for admission to be 
proposed in writing by a member, and 
elected by ballot, by njajority of votes. 

5th.— The annual subscription to be six 
shillings, to bo paid in advance on being 
admitted a member of the Society, and 
annually on the 1st of December. 

Cth. — The business of the Society to be 
conducted by a Committee, compased of a 
President, a Vice-President, a Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and five other members. Three 
members to constitute a qnoruro. 

7th.— Tbe election of the Committee of 
Direclion to lake place by ballot, at the 
annual meeting of the Society, to be held on 
the first Saturday in May. 

8th.— A monthly meeting to bo held, at 
three p.m., on the first Saturday of every 
month, at such place in London as tho 
Committee may appoint. 

9th. — The Secretary to conduct the corre- 
spondence of the. Society. 

10th.— The funds of the Society to be in 
tbe hands of the Treasurer, who "is to pre- 
sent (he balance-sheet of the Society to the 
Committee in time that it may be audited, 
and laid before tho Society at the Annual 
General Meeting in tho month of May. 

The above rules having been carried, 
Mr. Pliiibrick {seconded by Mr. Hayna) 
proposed that the amateurs present at the 
meeting constitute themselves TiiE Pm- 
LATKLic Society, London. This having been 
agreed to, the following gentlemen were 
named, to form the provisional Committee 
of the Society; — 

President: 

Sir Daniel Cooper, Bart., f.k.g.b., Ac 

Vice-l're»ii}.cut: 

Frederick A. Philbrick, Esq. 



:yGoogIe 
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Secretary : 
W. Dadley Atlee, Esq. 

Memherg of the Committee : 
Edward L. Pemberton, Esq. 
Charles W. Viner, Esq., a.m., ph.d. 
Thomas F. Erakine, Esq. 
J. Speraoza, Esq., R.M.F, ABTILLEHT. 

W. E. Hajna, Esq. 

Letters to be addressed to 'the Secretary, 
Philatelic Society, 127, St. George's Boad, 
Warwick Square, London, S.W. 

The Secretary was requested to place 
himself in commtinication with the philatelic 
jonrnals, and ask them to publish the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting. 

A meeting of the Committee was appointed 
for Saturday, the 1 7th April, for the purpose 
of taking the necessary steps to procure a 
room for the meetings of the Society, and 
to transact other business. 

We are glad to find that the agitation in 
favour of the philatelic societj liaa at length 
resulted in something tangible. We urged 
the leading London amateurs to take the 
decisive first step a couple of months since, 
and are happy to learn that that step has now 
been taken. We trust the movement will 
be well followed up. The names of the 
officers of the new society form in them- 
selves a guarantee that tlieeSbrt is aserious 
and well-considered one ; and, no doubt, if 
the collectors of London and the provinces 
give it the support which may iairly be 
expected from them, philately will receive 
great and constant benefit from it. 



THE STAMP DEALERS OP BOSTON 

(MASSACHUSETTS). 
In our March number, in the course of some 
remarks on the old Bolivian stamps, we 
took occasion to observe, that " there doeg 
exist at Boston a set of impostors, who con- 
spire to palm off on collectors stamps of 
their own invention and fabrication ; " ad- 
ding, "we are already in possession of some 
details of their modiu operandi, and we can 
assure these gentlemen we shall continne 
our inquiries, and further, should circum- 
etaaces render it necessarv, sbull uot hesitate 



to make public the information we may 
acquire, with the names of the defaulters." 

This brief and general reference to a 
matter which has long been the subject of 
discussion among the leading collectors, both 
of England and France, has borne Bome 
rather sadden and unexpected results. 

In the first place, we received a rather 
formidable document from Boston itself. 
This is no other than the joint and separate 
testimony of certain of Mr. Trifet's admirera. 
to his integrity: The proper place for such 
a document, which is no more than a rather 
cinmey puff, would be in our advertisement 
columns, where we shall have no objection 
to insert it. Suffice it for. the present to 
state, that Lemuel Pope, T. W. Brewer, 

A. Robeson, jun., F. E. Hunter, F. H. Storry, 
and George Fuller, severally boar, witness 
that they have each bought a great number 
of stamps from Mr. Trifet, and have only 
found a few counterfeits among them, which 
have been returned to the vendor ; tbat Mr, 
Trifet is an honest man, &c., Ac. George 

B. Perkins certifies tbat the six deponents 
signed their statements iu his presence. 
Israel Perkins, justice of the peace, declares 
that George B. Perkins swore to the truth 
of the statement, and that O. B. P. is a 
credible person ; and, finally, the Secretary 
to the Commonwealth of Massachnsetta 
declares, on a printed forrai, to which is 
affixed the "seal of the commonwealth," 
that Israel Perkins was a Justice of Peace, 
for the county of Suffolk, at the date of the 
attestation thereto annexed. 

If this is not enough to convince any one 
of Mr. Trifet's honesty and general integrity, 
what more can be required ? There is only- 
one point worth noting, and that is, that we, 
at any rate, never expressed any doubt of 
tbat gentleman's honesty. In the remarks 
quoted at the commencement of the presents 
article we did not refer to any stamp dealer 
by name ; the excessive anxiety, therefiire, 
of Mr. Trifet's friends to vindicate bis 
character in advance offers food for some 
curious speculations. We are led to wonder 
whether his cnstomers really did, on reading 
our remarks, spontaneously combine to 
testify to his escelleuce; and further, did 
share among themselves the expense incurred 
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in obtaininf; the legal attestationB hj which 
they seek to give weight to their testimony. 
This is a question which we may well leave 
to our readers to decide. We, however, 
may point out to the six deponents that their 
declaration that Mr. Trifet has never or but 
very mrely sold them counterfeits, does not 
at all aSect the question whether or not be 
has been concerned with others in tbe fabri- 
cation of entirely fictitious stamps, i'orgeriea 
and falsities are two different things. A dealer 
JQ " works of fiction " would seriously inj are 
his trade by selling any considerable qaantity 
of forgeries. His position as a vendor of 
genaine stamps enables him to pass off his 
own mannfactDres ; but snapioion would at 
once fall on these latter, were they sold by a 
known dealer in counterfeits. We repeat, 
then, that this important declaration is en- 
tirely superfluous on every ground, and its 
only effect is to throw euspiciun on the 
dealings of the person to whom it refers. 

Following this declaration, comes an 
amasing paragi-apb from the little Hew 
thigland Jtiunml of Philately, wbich, as show- 
'ing how well our caution fo the Boston 
impostors has told, we must insert. 

With the concluding parajrapli [of the article in The 
Ftemp-Oilltetor'i JHigazine] have ye more particularly 
fo do ; this Btstee [?] that the Editi>is of the journals in 
question— Z« Timi'e-Poalc and TAe SlampColleelor'a 
Mugmint — are conjointly aware that there esists in 
Boston a set of inipostorB, who conspire to palm olT on 
collectora stampa of their own invention. In behalf of 
Boston, and in the name of the dealers thereof, «e there- 
fore call on the journalists in question for the names of 
these parties, so that we may cou^gu them to eternal 
Dud eierlaating infamy; and in. default of (he pro- 
ductioQ of such names by 1'ke Stnmp-Cotleeioi'i Maga- 
zini and Timbre- Votle, we do, in the name of Boston, jto- 
nounce Bucli statements a foul, malicious, and mendacioua 
■lander, and the editors of said journals as liars, traducers, 
and philatelic defamcis and slaudcrcrs of Ihe worst does. 

Our readers may be interested to learn 

that, notwithstanding this tremendous on- 
slaught, we continue in good health ; and as 
we received tbe current numher of Le TimbrS' 
Paste some days in advance of the usaal time, 
we presume that M. M.oens feels, if anything, 
rather better after it. 

As the New Eotjland .Temnial is bo ovet^ 
powered with virtuous indignation at the 
idea that Boston dealers are other than 
what tfaey ought to be, we will just point 
out to it that, on tbe very page in wbieb the 



above extract appears, there is an advertise- 
ment from S. Allan Taylor, of " Cheap Sets 
of Stamps," among which are mentioned 
tbe set of eight Pscifie Steam Navigation 
Company's stamps, used, for 15 cents (seven- 
pcnce halfpenny). These stamps, we have 
pleasure in informing the New England 
Journal of Philately, are forgeries ; the fact 
that they are " nsed " 'm alone sufficient to 
prove this. It is true, Mr. S. A. Taylor's 
connection with tbe stamp- fabricators is hot 
proved by his selling forgeries, but the New 
Enijhind /(«i)-naZ will, no doubt, find sufficient 
reason in the fact, that he deals in counter- 
feits, for consigni'jg him "to the etercnl 
and everlastiu)^ infamy" which it threatens. 
The legal declaration and the NewEwjland 
Jounial'g very emphatic disclaimer repre- 
sent, up to the present time, the effect of 
our remarks on the Bostoniaus; the following 
letter, from Mr. Pemberton, represents their 
result on this side of the water. In giving 
it currency, we do not bind ourselves to an 
entire agreement with tbe wri'.er'ij obser- 
vations. To no small extent, they are 
certainly justified; and if Mr. Pemberton 
speaks rery plainly, and calls a spado a spado 
in an entirely unequivocal manner, we, for 
our part, cannot blame him. If certain of onr 
American readers feel themselves injured by 
his remarks, Mr. Pemberton is, no doubt, 
well able to take upon himself the respon- 
sibility for ivhat be says. 

To Ihe Editor of " The Stamp-Collectob's Mao.\iine." 
Deab Sir, — *1 have a few words to say in the matter of 
«ie thrte most successful of recpu t Boston swindles. Why 
thesv people Imvebeon allowed to ^ on bo long, in the un- 
interrujil«d exei'cisc of their peculiar faculties for Kin;;, 
Bwindliiig, and forging, I cannot divine. That the letter 
in your January number, signed W. C. llancroft, purport- 
ing to be a correct account of the oJIicially-issued lioliviaii 
stamps, is altogether worthle«c, ii few minutes considera- 
tion of the remarks translated by you (on pp, 38, 39) will 
amply show ; it is, aa Z« Tiiilifi-I'oile says: "nothing 
more than an attempt to pass off the Boston inipostora' 
wares, and to give them the seal of authenticity. Pre- 
cisely bo; this has been the impudent "game" for years 
Cast. The iicuador 12 reales was soon knocked on tho 
ead, the proprietors having forgotten to write u lett 
from the United States consul at Quito. This w 



' Mr. Pemberton commences his 



Be|uiiaU'ly in our (Jar- 

cdcGoogle 
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be that of 



, The itat Bwindla of all appci 

the Paraguay atanip. I can uuly roRara ii as a gwinaie, 
though lor some timo I hh doubtful. When I ivad the 
onslaught upou it in J'ke Aiiui icau Jouitial of I'iilalelv, 
I fell faidv puzzled tjr a little time, for I Marcely 
thought it likely that uvea Bujton awindli^ca would go 
tn the length of forging a cousura loiter, but now I 
firmly believe that they have done ao, and hero are my 
reaaoiis ; Firit, I lee no motive why the American Joui not 
of J'hilaleiv Bhouli attack the Etainp i/ it uei e gtnuint, 
Bare poasibly an animui against your infoi-mant. C. P. 
Wright; bnito gratify this they theiiiselvea would have 
te forgo the conaul'a denial. Un the other hand, if Iktg 
urt Jalif, there ia at once a motive for eiposing thera— 
to spoil the trade of another man. I do not for an instant 
think that any American dealer would be intluenced by 
care for the pockets of coUccton ; 1 know to very few 
United Stales dealers who sutfcr ftom that antiquated 
diseane, pangs of conscience, that, UDsatiafaclory as it ui 
one haa lo look at all motives in eiamining their doings 
and wriiingB. From this exposure in the Amtrican Jini<iiil 
vf l'h%i»itty, 1 imapne there has been a split in the 
Boston camp, and "when thieves fall out," proverbial 
honesty gets the benefit. Secondly, if we turn to p. 47 in 
■Jht b-ump-Colheio,-; M«v~zi»e of last year, we find 

1 the very flist notice of the Paraguay stamp under 

.....: IS contributed by Charles L, HUl, 0/ So./o«, 

, ■ uu .cci.ed it from a person at Monte Video." This 
1 fear is the same as your '^indepeudent correspondent 
at Monte Videii," who bad been primed with (he 
B-amps to act ihe swindle fairly going. Thirdly, the 
denial by the post-master at Yonkers, New York, of 
the cjdattfn™ of any such pcnion as Charles P. Wright 
—(his in an»wcr to an inquiry by Sir. Jainea A. Peiria. 
with whom I uin in correBiJondenec. Pourlbly. we know 
Irom indisputable evidence, that the lettev of W. C. 
Banctolt contains "information" which can only have 
been invented. It such a thing will be attempted in 
line case, it certainly will be in another. Why sliould 
we credit the evidence tta the Paraguay more than that 
for the Bolivians, when we have such a denial as that in 
put Amei-ieati Jourtiatof FliilaUty > To be introduced 
by a Boslonite is quite enough lodamn any new stamp now- 
B-days. Ilio "inventors" really must change their place 
of readence ; we are all getting sick of lioston. 

Another of yoiir Boston tyrrespondents, Mr Chute, has 
never been asked to eiplain hia share in "introducing " one 
of the earlier humbugs of his city lo your notice; will he 
give us an eiplanation L If we turn to vol. v. p. 40, we 
remark how carefully and how kindly he explained about 
■ certain rose-coloured s.ainn, value 2 reales, accredited 
to St. Uomingo ! How, lo allay all d..ub^ he mentioned a 
friend— no, a relative, I see,— iwiidiiig in U.a; chaste 
locality, who, perhaps, kindly ncelecfed important busi- 
ness to aupply him with the co[ae8 he sent you ! Huiv 
particular be waa to call your attention to the variety of 
a dirty red colour, of which he paasesscd duplicates ! Yet 
this very thing was a awindle from first to last. How 
came Jfr. Chute's relatite ia St. Domingo to know so 
much about them, and lo be so prodigal with bis infonua- 
tiou } Many people would bo giad to know. 

Another swindle is thai of the forged Canadian enve- 
lopes, which I recently noticed: theae Mr. Chute first 
pomted out, and my correspondent, who sent me the 
apecimens, after reading my letter in llu StiiBo-CalUe- 
t«'> Mesozi<.t (vol, vi. p. 176). wrote me that "thev 
were struck from the original die in the poesesaion of Mr. 
Kesbitt, and came from him, through one peraon only 
(Mr. Benjamin Haines, of Eliiabeth, New Jergoy), to 
me. They are piinted in ahecu of 50, allowing about 






half-an-inch margin round the st 



told us 



If a 



U> stagger many people, but we am 
nuwing to swallow everything that is 
can produce an impression, from what 
itire envelope, 



I consider 

officiaUy watermarked, I admi 

They are not from the same dies as the genuine stamps nit 

white, with which we are bo well acquainted, this is > 

primA-fade evidence that they are fine forgeries; beside^ 

why should Mr. Chute denounce them, if they were 

genuine ? If they are false, we have the same reason aa 

Amtriean Journal of Phitatety. I imagine they are 
Boston forgeries— at any rate, Boston always has credit for 

tVom U^ton is due to unother split in the camp, and 
honesty obtains another benefit. My cnrrespondent says 
that Ht. Tcifet (Mr. Chute's friend) wished to purchase 
a quantity of them from him, " but be would not gira 
my price, and bo he Wiib olTended, and got them written 
down." I mention all these trifiiug matters, to thowr 
the ebb and flow of honesty in Boston. What a charming 
picLum for we poor deluded English collecIocB, who have 
so long aHbrded practice for the exendaa of thoee 
illimitable powers «f lying which the Boston forgera 
possess ! lly language is strol^, but one cannot write loa 
s rongly on such a subject — a polite style would hardly be 
in diameter with it. My correspondent who sent ma 
these Canadians is personally unknown to me, and I have 
not had much currespondenco with him; but 1 do not 
aecitio him of any knowledge of their real character, I 
rather bncy he has been victimised. In conclusion, 
tlujse who know anything of 8. Allan Taylor's laira . 
dealings in United States local rubbish and Boston goods. 



rlenius Ward's anecdote of meeting " Old Poodles, the 
allGrdist gambler in the country. ' Whither goist thow, 
sweet nimp?' sez I, in a play-aetin' tone. 'To the 
mines, ur, he unto me did say, ■ to the mines, lo tarn an 
/nmtal /will'.' Thinks I, that air ain't very cool, I guess. 



With regard to the Pnragaaynn stamps, 
we mast ailmit Mr. Pemberton's argnments 
have considerably shaken our faith in them. 
The case of the Bohvian stamps tcUa Tery 
much ngaiDSt them. We may be accused of 
inconsistency in changing our views respect-' 
in<r tiicm. hut it must be remembered that 
the pretended i.jsncn cf Paraguay h&va 
always given rise tu dillicuUies, and that the 
evidence is in favour of these paiticular 
stamps. Without goiog BO far as to declaru 
them false, we must now place them in the 
catalogue of " suspects." 

Aa to the Ecuador 12 reales, wo never put 
much faith in it. We chronicled it originally 
without remark either way, further than 
that our specimen was on a fragment of 
envelope, postmarked New York ! — acircam-: 
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stance which, at tlie time, ire thought rather 
snspicious ; and in September lant we ad- 
vised its rejection. We may add, that it 
was noticed by the American Stamp Mereitrg 
(Mr. Trifet'8 paper) in Jnly last, and ia the 
following' namher of that paper, it was 
positively atatod that "the 12 realea stamp 
was issued early in the year." ilr. Trifefc is. 
certainly the only person who haa been 
favoured with such exact information respect- 
ing this stamp. Some months after, it is 
true, he admitted it was suspicious; but if 
he had grounds for his positive statement 
as to date of emission, why did he so quietly 
yield his belief in this stamp V 

With regard to the persons named by 
Mr. Pemherton : we know nothini^ of Ban- 
croft, nor of C. P. Wright. Mr. J. M. Chute 
is an old correspondent of onrs, and we regret 
to think that, as appears to be the case, he 
has beoti mixed up with a set of impostors. 
It ia a fact that ho gave ua the information 
respecting the spurious San Domingo two 
reales, which we retailed to our readers, and 
it is di&icalt to reconcile bis statements 
respeotiug the stamp with belief in hia 
integrity. 

Mr. S. A. Taylor is well known in both 
hemispheres, but the notoriety he has ac- 
quired is not altogether an honourable one. 
We have long been aware of his having 
been concerned in the fabrication of various 
" locals," " college stamps," &c. ; and though 
we cannot prove his having been the " pro- 
moter " of the Ecuador and San Domingo, 
we can state that the copy of the Guatemala 
design, from which we wrote our original 
description catne from him. The very fine 
engraving of this design thoroughly deceived 
na. We knew who was the sender, but did 
not doubt he had by chance lighted upon 
an early proof of a genuine emission. We 
all know the value of the Guatemala design; 
and as to Mr, S. A. Taylor, we mnst believe 
of him one of two things — either that he 
was the dupe of some more " designing " 
person, or waa accessory to the manufacture 
of the stamp. 

We should . have given expression to 
our views respecting Boston stamp dealers 
earlier, but we delayed doing so, partly until 
™« — ij — ;_g ^j Bomething lik« cartainty 



e conld £ 



that those views were (boronghly well- 
founded, and partly until a fitting oppor- 
tunity might occur. Such an opporlunity 
has now arrived, and we feel it is time to 
take active measures against a set of people 
who do infinif-e harm to collecting. We 
anticipate our so doing will have the effect 
of drawin;j upon n« unlimited abuse from, 
the parties concerned, but, disregarding 
tbiSj-we shall continue our investigations, 
and do,not despair of getting to the bottom 
of the matter, with the assistance {which we 
invite) of those American collectors who 
feel interested in the suppression of a fraud 
on the commuDity. 



OUR CONTEMPORARIES. 

A?B[L 19, 1869. 
The Fkilalelist for April opens with a short 
but interesting article by a Parisian collector, 
entitled Notes on Reprints. The writer, who 
has hut recently comraeocod to give the 
public the benefit of his experience, has a 
thorough knowledge of stamps, and we 
therefore welcoma his appearance in onr. 
contempoi-aiy's columns. In the course of 
bis remarks he refers to a passage in our 
own article on.reprinta, which he quotes, and 
as he does not appear to understand the 
meaning of the last sentence therein, we beg 
to point out to him that the two journal 
stamps of 1861, lilac and blue, head to left, 
are intended to be indicated ; at the same 
time we admit it would have been clearer 
had this sentence been made to form a 
separate paragraph. His hiforniation about 
the Austrian journal-taz stamps (arms, 
square) is of much importance ; we give it 
in his own words:- — 

On otiserving the diacrepancice poinled out nbove, wo 
[ipplii!<) lo IheMiniatrv of Finnnoe atTifnnii for informa- 
tion on the subject, 'the Becretmy. in reply, informed u* 
ihat no reprints ■whatover liad been made of any of tliii 
newspaper tan etanips, either for Aualrin or lambardo- 
Venetia. On eenrehing the archives in the minislrj-, ho 
found no mention of any order for supply of the 4 kr. 
brown, and i kr. red, eicepl in the year iSSS; but ho 
tbund that a fresh supply of 1 kr. black had been ordered 
BO late «.» in January, 1^. Aa the 1 kr. black, and 2 kr. 
red. ceased to be used on the 6th October. 1866, it is not 
Burpriaing that a considerable number of the 1 kr. stamps 
have reoiained on hand ; th« only wonder is that they 
have not fallen 1« tho same price aa the 2 kr. red. 

itk. r- 
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rest once Tor all, and affords a satisfactory 
explanstiou of the Buddea abundance of the 
1 kr. black. 

Tlio correspondence colnmn contains an 
interesting letter froDi M. Berger-Levranlt, 
contradicting the report which appeared in 
TIte Fkilatelint, that his workshops and offices 
had been destn>yed by fire. He says : — 

IC is true that I am in the net of rebuilding the oSIccb 
nnd workrooma neceaaary for our business; not in con- 
sequenee of a fire, but merely because the prBmisea 
occupied bf our family for more Ihan eighty years, vicre 
iosufScLent for the aocommodntion of the large statt' of 
■worlinien actually employed; and, moreover, allon-ed no 
means for ths augmentation necosdtattd by the conlinnal 
apreiid of our oonnciions. 

The aequisition of additional ground, the settlement of 
plans for buildings, &c., besides my ordinal y : 

^liah edition of my catalogue 
I trust, however, in the couree of nei I month, to be nble 
ODce more to bestow my attontion upon it. 

Onr readers will be gratified to learn that 
M'. Berger-Leyrault has such a satisfactory 
reason for rc-huilding ; and the fact that he 
will shortly be able to go on with the Engh'sh 
edition of his catalogue, is equally a source 
of pleasnre. 

Le Timhropliile for the 30th January is full 
of readable matter. M. Mahe discusses the 
origin of the k. z. watermark on tho New Zea- 
land stamps, and is of opinion that the use 
of paper bearing this mark was pnrely acci- 
dental, or the result of an unexpected ex- 
hanstiou of the star watermarked. 

An extract from Dr. Magnus' brochure on 
the Moldavian and Konmanian stamps, in 
reference to the lately discovered 27 paras 
of Moldavia, forma tho next article. The 
learned doctor gives a detailed description 
of this " resuscitation," and then his views 
respecting its worth. He is decidedly in 
favonr of accepting this, value as genaine, 
and we should be disposed to coincide with 



this is a ntpital list of the 
Guadalajara stamps, which, with varieties, 
number 32, It is carefully compiled, and 
neatly arranged, and is valnable as the 
first attempt towards a complete catalogTie 
of these strange provisionals. 

The current number was published, as 
appears by the date on the front page, on 
the 30th of February — a day peculiar to the 



present year. Will the nest nnmber appear 
on the 33rd of March? It on^t to have 

been out already, bnt perhaps M. Mah^ finds 
some dilEcuity in fixing the date of publica- 
tion. Copying, with a little alteration, a 
sentence from M. Mah^'s reply in the present 
nnmber to M. Moens, we wonld observe, 
that, " Vne erreur est ioujourt ufw erreur, 
mSme dans le — Timbrophile." 

M. Mahe, it\ his notice of new Btamps, 
includes a description of a Great Northern 
Railway stamp, hut adds : — 

Each day witneases the appearance of new serie* of rail- 
way stamps, the use of which seems to us rather proble- 
mutical. We believe it then our duty to stop here, and 
from this day we riiall -pass in rilence all sueh stamps of 
this class as may be etmtled, unless a great number of our 
readers should wish them lo be described ; we will Ih^n 
tako them up and continue the description, but until 
further orders we declare tbese stamps to be of yery 
mediocre interest. 

We quite agree with M. Mah4 as to the 

amount of interest appertaining to these 
stamps. They are genuine enough, are 
issued by companies to whom the profit ac- 
cruing by the sale of a few thousands to 
collectors would not be an object, and they 
do prepay the carriage of newspapers from 
station to station ; but they are, as a rale, 
unsightly, and inconveniently large. Their 
number is now large, and their employment 
at most only semi-posial. 

In his article on Lb Vieux-Neuf, M. Mab^ 
mentions the fact that the existence of the 
red circular Cashmere has lately been es- 
tablished. This fact has also been noticed 
by the "Parisian Collector" in TkePhilatelut. 

Dr. Magnus, in the continuation of his 
article on local stamps, asserts his belief in 
the genuineness of the Livonian. The 
following are his remarks on the point : — 

The authenticity of tbese stamps is no lnng«r doubted 
by the majority of collectors. Tneir omission jrom the 
catalogues of Lt Htnbre-Fotle and Le Timbrophitt is due 

M. Ber^er-Levrsult, in his catalogue (June 1867), con- 
siders them as very doubtt\il. and states that be hna never 
met with any obliterated copies. However, M. Mahi has 
declared to us that he bas received from Riga, through a 
trustworthy comispondent at St. Petersburg, several used 
specimens, obliterated,— it is true with pen and ink only, 
but tMs kind of cancellation is found on the stamps of 
other countries, and does not prove aoything [against 
these stamps] . "Vie, for our part, are satisfied to accept 
the particulars given by our correspondonta. 

We are surprised that Dr. Magnns should 
so readily believe in these stamps. His 
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3 of the most nnBubs tan tiftl kind. 
He appears not to have read M. Berger- 
Iievrault's remarks at p. 109 of our last 
volume. 

Le Timhre-Posle. — We have the March end 
April numbers before us, but do not find 
anything noteworthy in tliem. Their con- 
tents are simply the chronicle of noveltiea, 
and the continuati'in of Dr. Magnns' article 
on BtAmped envelopes, which now Bpprovea 
itself of great valne. The stamps treated on 
in the current numbers are the Russian and 
Finnish. 

The Gontinenial Philatelic Magazine opens 
■with an attack on The FhUatdlel. Our 
BnghtoD contemporary was rather hard on 
Mr. Van Kinsnra for his mistakes in English, 
which decidedly are of an aninsing char- 
act«r, and Mr. Van Rinsum does his best 
to reply. The best thing in the present 
number is decidedly an article by Mr. 
Pemberton, entitled the "Boston Forgeries,'' 
in which, amongst others, a new forgery of 
the 13 c. Sandwich Islands head is described. 
As this is a very fine and dangerous counter- 
feit, and likely to deceive even experienced 
collectors, we deem it well to give bis 
description : — 

Sundwiiih. Wsnda, 13 c, head, red — m»T be told bj the 
absence of a. full slop afttr statbb (right side) ; bv the 
top of the arch containing the word pofliACE touching 
the border line above it for a ereatfr length Ihan in the 
genuine. The grent difference is, this forgery is on a very 
alightlj-bluiah paper and gum white; the colour very 
much brighter, varj'ing from very bright red to fine 
vermilion; originaU are always on erenniy paper, gum 
ereamy, colour leas intense, being red with rather a rosy 
tint, on thick paper. The foreery ia slightly ahorler than 
the gcDuine, ajld ia from a nne steel die; fhe originals 
appear from a copper plate. Thif being so finely engraved 
requires some little description. 

Against this latest resalb of American 
ingenuity we hope both collectors and 
dealers will be on their guard. 



NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDITED 
ST.AMPS. 
The omission of onr usual article on novelties 
from our last number, coupled with the date 
of publication of the number, may possibly 
have led some of onr readers to imagine we 
were endeavouring to hoax them on a com- 
paratively large scale. We can soberly 
assure them, however, that nothing was 



further from our wishes than this omission, 
which was partly the result of accident, and 
partly of design. This, in brief, is the 
explanation which we feel due to our readers 
to give. On account of the Raster holidays, 
it WAS necessary that the magazine should 
be prepared some days earlier than nsual ; 
and we onrselves being, from circumstances 
over which wo had decidedly no control, 
unable to send our mannacript so soon, our 
pnblishers had to choose between two evils — 
delaying the magazine beyond the first of 
the month, or issuing it without the article 
on " New Stamps ; " and wo think our 
readers will agree that, having regard to the 
valne of panctaality {on which we ourselves 
lately had occasion to insist in speaking of 
onr contemporaries), they accepted the 
lesser one. That auch a mishap should occur 
again is at any rate very unlikely, and we 
trust that, taking into account its unique 
character, it will on this occasion be ex- 
cnaed. 

North German Co nfedk ration. — A pair 
of interesting stamps reach us from the 
Confederation, being none other than the 
successors of the gold-beater-skin Prussian 
stamps of 10 and 30 groschen. The values 
remain the same, and so in their principal 



features do the designs, but paper takes the 
place of skin, and the new-comers are per- 
forated. The colours also are changed, the 
10 groschen now appears in sober grey, and 
the 30 groschen in a much brighter blue. 
On examining the design, we find the follow- 
ing differences : the inscription FBEUSaEM 
gives place to nobddeotscher post bezirk, 
and silh. gk. to groschen ; and the finely- 
drawn Prussian eagle, which adorns the 
borders of the old, give place to little 
rosettes or florets in the new. There is 
one alteration perceptible in the new stamps 
which will be very unwelcome to collectors, 
and thai is, they are obliterated with the 
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poBt-office clerk'B signature, an<) the date, 
written across the face of the stamps. Con- 
cluding onr notice, we must not omit to 
mention that the impression is on white 
paper, and that the two Btnnips were issued 
on the 1st of March. 

We have had lent ns a specimen of the 
current 2 gr. adhesive, purporting to bo a 
variety, bat which has no doubt been con- 
cocted for a fraudulent purpose. It is 
apparently printed on yellow paper, but we 
Lave no hesitation in saying that the paper 
was originally white, and has been coloured 
yellow by some chemical, which, acting on 
the impression also, has changed its colour 
from blue to yellowish green. 

Danish West Indiks.~A correspondent 
sends na a proof of a new emission by a private 
mpany running be- 
tween St. Thomas and 
Porto Rico. It is rather 
a large stamp, neai'ly 
square, and containing 
within atrnnsverse ovnl 
the representalion of a 
steamer sailing to i-ight, 
and above, the Danish crown, swoi-d, and 
sceptre, posed as on the stamps. Beneath 
the ship, and within the oval, is a small 
label inscribed in dark letters, clara kothe, 
the name of the steamer, we presume. The 
border of the oval consists of two broad 
scrolls, the upper one inscribed st, 
THOMAS, PORTO RICO; the lower, JIEDIO 
CENTAVO. These scrolls give the stamp a 
very heavy appearance. Were they more 
tasteful, the fineness of the other portions 
of the design would render it more than 
passable. Our correspondent is informed 
that the following values have been issned : 
1, 1, 2, 3, and 4 centavos; ^, 1, 2, and 4 
reales. The centavos, he says, are all printed 
in black ; the colour of the others are as 
follows: — 

1 „ orange, 

2 „ mauve, 
4 „ green. 

He adds, moreover, that all are perforated. 
We are inclined to believe in these stamps, 
the more especially as M. Mahii, who usually 
orre on the side of incredulity, refers to 



them, though without giving any details, in 
his last number. 

Since the above was written, we have rend 
an account of these stamps in Le Tlinbre- 
Pogtn, in whicli it is stated that they have 
been made for a company under contract 
with the Dinish government, and that the 
design hai been engraved by M. Stern, of 
Paris. Our illustration, we find, is not 
quite correct, onr engraver having omitteil 
the ground of trans\erse lines-within the 
oval, which may be taken to represent the 
clouds. 

BfirrHH CoLOMRiA ^Some months back 
we announced, on the authority of a trnst- 
worthy correspondent, the postmaster's in- 
tention to issue new values. The Phdafdisl ., 



bei: 



reports the foltov 



■ abont to 



10 



■ntso 



pink and bin. 



knd black. 



yellow 

50 „ violet and red. 
1 dollar green and green. 
These will all be printed from the die of 
the threepence, like the two cents already 
in eKistenoe ; and of the two colours above^ 
mentioned for each stamp, the second in- 
dicates that of the surcharged value, tho 
first that of the stamp itself. We shall 
give farther details of this emission npoa 
receiving ocular demonstration of its ex- 
istence. 

B.vvABiA. — In our usual review of our con- 
temporaries last month we described the an- 
nexed design, and guessed, 
• as we now find correctly, 
\ Ciiat it was that of a new 
hI Bavarian envelope. As 
Rl will, we think, be admitted; 
W it is very simple and taste^ 
' fill. Only this value, which 
is printed on rose, has ap- 
peared as yet, but we may anticipate that 
others will shortly be emitted. The impres- 
sion is on white paper, and above the stamp 
is the usual transverse inscription, thia time 
consisting of the words, konicl. bayeb. post 

COUVBKT. 

Fernando Po. — Shade of the ever-memo- 
rable Dockwra, what next— and next ? Shall 
we soon have to describe the first series for 
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mythic&l Timbuctoo, or an emifision for Juan 
Fernandez 'i We bad begun to thiuk thattbe 
age of new countries was paet ; that we 
sliould be forced to confine ourselves for 
the fututt) to chronicling tbe emissions of 
states and countries already enrolled as 
stamp- patrons, and now we receive news of 
the appearance of stamps 
or series from no less than 
four nlmost nnbeard of 
African settlements. First 
came the Orange State, 



, tbe Trai 
Republic, . Gambia, uuu, j^ 
lastly, Fernando Po. There ^ 
has been but one stamp emitled for this 
Spanish settlement, and that is already ob- 
solete. According to the information given 
by M. Moens (on whoso authority alone we 
chronicle this novelty), it was issued in 
September of last year, and was superseded 
on tbe first of January.of the present yciir by 
tbe current Cuban type, which is now to he 
Dsed, so be says, in all tbe Spanish cob 
We give an illustration of this stamp, wb 
a fuc-siinile of tbe engraving in Le Ti 
Paste, from which it will be perceived the 
value is 20 eentesi'moa d'escudu ; the colour, 
according to M. Moens, is brown on white. 
That it is, and will be, very rare, there can 
be no doubt; indeed, the fact that it was 
not beard of in Europe until after its 
prossion, proves how little it was used, 
. New Gkanada. — Tbe second individual of 



I 



then 



' culatiqn. From tbe annexed 

^ illnatration, it will be seen 

|> that tbe design is substan- 

# tially the same as that of the 

I 10 c. The colour is the 

g usual one for this value — 

^ orange. 

. Uruouay, — -Tbe 1 centeaimo journal stamp 

of this repnblic has been withdrawn from a 

most satisfiictory cause — it is no longer 

wanted, the journals themselves being now 

carried by tbe post free of all charge. The 

decree for the suppression of the stamp is 

dated tbe 11th of November, 1868. 

' Gambia. — In a separate article last month 

we gave details concerning this conntry, and 



tbe two stamps — 4d. brown and 6d. bine — 
which it has just issued. 

Fhasck.— In our impression for May, 
18G5, we referred to tbe project for issuing ad- 
hesive journal- stamps, 
representing tbe tax } 
and the posta^. These ^ 
stamps, or at any rate < 
a portion' of them, are . 
now before the world. ^ 
They i ....... 

type 



the sido, 






two values, each 

which appears in three A 

colours. We say, lvx> K 

values, but in fact, by 

a rather complicated arrangement, these two 

different values are increased to six. The 

colours are as follows : — 

2 c. and 5 c. violet. 
blu< 



5 c. 






The violet pair represent the journal tax 
only. Tbe blue pair represents tbe tax and 
the departmental postage of 2 c. Tbeir real 
values are, therefore, 'I c. and 7 c. The red 
pair, in conclusion, indicate tbe tax and the 
general postage of 4 c. : their values, then, 
are 6 c. and c. With regard to the taxes 
or duties, that of 2 c. is charged, we believe, 
on provincial ; and that of 5 c. on Parisian 
papers. 

The decree authorising the emission of 
these stamps prescribes certain fornialitioB 
in connection with their employment, as, 
1. — That they must be stuck at the right 
upper angle of the first pi^e, on the edge of 
the outside column, so that they may be 
obliterated by the print. 2. — That proprietors, 
of journals must give notice fifteen days in 
adva^ice, at tbe stamp office, what quantity 
of stamps tbey require ; and this notice 
must include a statement of the average 
number of copies printed. 3. — Tbe stamps 
will only be sold in sheets of 101 ; and tbe 
proprietors of journals must keep a book, in 
which account is kept of tbe quantities they 
purchase. Tbe two latter provisions eeeui 
superfluous, and only made to give (be 
government information, and the proprietors 
trouble. 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 
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- These new stamps, or at any rate snch as 
represent the postage as well m the duty, 
are, in onr opinion, worthy of collecting, and 
philatelista will not require nrnch excuse to 
add these handsome and novel impressions 
to their stores. 

TORKEI. — The entire new aeries is aa 
follows : — 

10 paras lilac, 20 paras green, 1 piastre 
yellow. 

2 pe. vermilion, 5 pe. blue and lilac-blae, 
25 pe. red. 

Uhjted States. — We have now before as 
two individuals of- the new series for this 
country — the 2 c. and the 12 -c They are 
both very finely engraved, as might be ex- 
pected, bat wo do not think the designs are 
quite ao tasteful as are the majority of those 
prepared by the National Bauk-Noto Com- 
pany. There seems to us nither too much 
ornamentation in them, the framework as a 
resolt appearing heavy, and, to some extent, 
dwarfing the central device; this is more es- 
pecially noticeable in the 12 c. In the 2 c. is 
represented a man on horseback, a kind of 
district postman we presuirie, though wore we 
to write from " first improssions," we should 
Bfty the figures were intended for racehorse 
and jockey. They are well drawn, and with 
ihem is introduced a pretty little bit of 
landscape. The inscriptions are in the 
upper and lower margins ; in the upper, 
UNITED STATES POSTAGE ; in the centre of the 
' lower, a large figure 2 ; and on either side, 
the words two cents. The 12 cents has 
in the middle a representation of a steam- 
ship ploughing its way across the ocean — a 
capital ly-drawn little picture, — enclosed in 
a transverse oval frame, of which, however, 
only the lower half has a wide margin. In 
fbe centre of this margin is the numeral of 
value, as in the 2 cents, and the vatae in 
words on each side ; above, on a horizontal 
label, is the inscription— united states 
POaTAQB. The colonrs are— for the 2 c, a 
warm brown ; for the 12 c, gresn. Both are 
on white paper, and perforated, and have the 
qnadritled square at tfae back ; they are, 
moreover, small in size and square in shi^. 

We have since seen the new 3 c, 6 c, and 
90 c. The 3 cent is poorly designed ; the 
central figure in it, the locomotive, does not 



stand oat clearly, the surroundings are too 
many For it. It seems to have come to a, 
stand-still in a very dull and sombre station, 
so that, looking at it, ono's thoughts somehow 
revert to the underground railway and its 
twilight. The most prominent portions of 
the design are the word postaob and the 
comparatively gigantic fignre 3. The cc^onr 
of this stamp is ultramarine, aa is also that 
of the succeeding value, the 6 cents. ]'ho 
total dissimilarity in type, however, renders 
the two stamps quite distinguishable from 
each other. The 6 c. is the neatest stamp 
of the series, or rather of that portion of it 
which has come under onr notice. It bears 
the portrait of Washington in the centre ia 
a circle, which is contained in a sqanre 
external frame, wherein are the inscriptions. 
The effect is very neat and pleasing. The 
90 cents also looks very well. The portrait 
of Lincoln, which has hitherto adorned the 
15 cents, is called in to fill the centre, and is 
enclosed in a chastely-ornamented frsme< 
work. The portrait is in an oval; above is 
the inscription D. s. POSTAGE ; on either side, 
and carving down to the lower margin, are 
scrolls, tbe one on the lefli inscribed nikeit, 
the one on the right, cents ; and the numeral 
90 in the npper angles completes the device. 
The appearance of the stamp is much height- 
ened by its being printed in two colbnra — 
the centre in black, tbe frame in carmine. 

Primcb Edward Island. — Tbe expected 
fonrpence has appeared. It is a common- 
looking stamp, so common indeed, that an 
inexperienced^ amateur might well be ex- 
cused for suspecting it to be a foi^ry. The 
old portrait ia made to serve again. It is sar- 
moanted by two aorolls inscribed prince 
EDWARD ISLAND POSTAGE, and another scroll 
below the portrait bears the value in words ; 
the sides are occupied with a kind of diamond 
ornament. The colonr (in the words of 
onr N'ew England contemporary, who was 
the first to describe it) is " black, nob 
deep-black, nor light<black, nor yet grey- 
black, but jnst simply hlaak, without qualifi- 
cation." 

Sebvia. — In bis current nnmber M. Moena 

S'ves the following information : " The 
nstrian post-office at Belgrade is to be snp< 
pressed by July next. At that date the 
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Servian ^verament, under the new treaties, 
will itaelf take cbargo of and transmit the 
foreign letters which have hitherto been 
forwarded through the Austrian post. At 
the sanie date we shall be favonred- with the 
new series of stRmpfl ornamented with the 
effigy of the yonng Prince Obrenovitch IV. 

Roman States.— From the same jonrnnl 
we learn that very shortly a new series will 
be emitted for thene states, which will leave 
nothing to bs desired upon any point. 

RussrA. — We have received from an old 
and tmstworthy correspondent at St, Peters- 
burg, a specimen of a new and peculiar 
local stamp. He saya of it : " It is nsed in 
one of the circaita of the connty or govern- 
ment of Moscow. The insci'^ption on it 
reads, th-laqe post op thb circclt op bogo- 
RODSK, 5 KOPEKS. I believe it mnat be 
gennine, as I have seen several others used 
tor other places." It is a stamp of rectan- 
gnlar shape, rather above the nsnal size. 
In the centre is an upright oval, the upper 
half of which showfl St. George and the 
Dragon, rather hazily drawn, on a ground of 
vertical lines ; the lower half, a snn-dial on 
a dotted ground. The inscription, which is 
of course in Russian, is contained in the 
border of the oval, and is in dark letters. 
The outer frame is composed of two waved 
lines, and the space between them and the 
oval ia filled in with colour, the denomina- 
tion, 5 K, appearing in white, in the four 
angles. The impression is in blue on white 
paper, and the copy before ua is obliterated 
with two faint penstrokes. That it is 
gennine we see no reason to doubt, though 
its exact nse still remains to be explained. 
We trnst our friend will be able to obtain 
and favour ns with some information on 
the point. 

The same correspondent writes ns, that 
there ia a mmonr current at St. Petersbui^ 
that new adhesives with the portrait of the 
emperor will soon be issued. 

NoKTH German Confedeiutioh. — The one- 
third sgr. green has jnst appeared perforated, 
tw also have the I and 2 sgr. The perforated 
copies of the 2 sgr. are of a much paler blue 
than their predecessors. The change from 
piercing to perforating has mach improved 
the loot of the stamps. 



} 



BouuANtA. — We have just seen copies of 
two of the new values, 2o o. and 50 c, taken 
from a letter received from Bucharest. They 
are lai^r than the previously issued stamp:), 
but the same portrait of the Prince Charles is 
employed. They are printed in two colours ; 
the 25 c. has the central oval in blue, and the 
border in orange ; the 50 c. has the oval in 
red, and the border in blue. The valne ap- 
pears in words in the upper and lower mar- 
ginn, and the words fosta romana are in- 
scribed on curved bands at the side. In 
the lower angles are the numerals of vnlue. 

Queensland,— An entirely new watermark 
now appears on the Id. nnd. s"'jtj"i'"'-'-^'j-v/»j; 
2d. stamps. The cut here- ' .-.£-, T 
with gives a good idea of 
the design, which has the : 
merit of being appropriat«. ' 
No doubt it will appear in [ 
due course on the other ( 
values. ' 

MAHHiTiDe.— Our Brighton contemporary 
reported, some two or three months back, 
the emission of a lavender two shilling 
stamp for this island. The postmaster has, 
however, written to one of our correspon- 
dents, informing him that " there are no 
stamps of two shillings issued here, neither 
was it ever in contemplation to issue such 
a value." This is a pretty conclusive denial. 

Msxico.^We have been informed that 
the provisional 4 realea (Hidalgo), formerly 
printed in red on yellow, has lately appeared 
printed in red on white paper. The typo 
having gone entirely out of use, this variety 
will no doubt be rare. 

RouAN States. — The 80 cents has now 
appeared perforated, thna completing the 
set. 

WcBTEMBHRO.— On the authority of M. 
Uoens, we chronicle as a forthcoming stamp 
a 14 kr. adhesive, yellow. 

Belqiuh. — From the same source we get 
information of the appearance of the 2 c. 
stamp, of the same colour as the 20 o.— 
pearlish-lilac. 



RiOHT AT Last. — The proriBioOBl conititutiiin of 
Spain has decreed that for ttie future the letters of its 
Bubjecls shall not be eelseil at the post-offioe, and that 
thould it be nceesBarj to open them, it ahall be done bj 
■ magiitratD in tbe pretence of the accused part;, 

Ic 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOH'S MAGAZINE. [May 1. 1860, 



POSTAGE STAMPS IN PARLIAMENT. 

BT OTEGT T4TL0B. 
VI HOLD in my hand," said Mr. Graves, in 
the course uf a speech mode by him on the 
6th alt., in the House of Comttions, "a sheet 
oontftinitig the stanipB of twenty-five coun- 
tries. Every one of these stamps is nndcr 
the value of a penny: the lowest being one- 
thirteenth of e, penny ; and the highest, 
th ree- fart h ings , " 

A very powerfnl argument this on behalf 
of n reduction in the rates for circulars and 
printed matter. What man has done, man 
can do ; and the same holds good as to 
nations. Better proof of the feasibility of 
Mr. Graves' proposal could hardly be given 
than the fact that five- and- twenty countries, 
great and small, had been able to carry its 
principle into practice. " Go thou p.nd do 
likenise " was a very easy moral to tack to 
BDch a story ; and though its force may not be 
at first appreciated, we have little doubt that 
in a short time the public will force the 
government to take action upon it. 

A much- esteemed correspondent inciden- 
tally remarked to us a short time since, that 
" linguistic, historical, and geographical 
investigation alone seemed to him to render 
postage- stamp collecting a worthy pursuit." 
If this were tme, in the sense that no other 
benefit is derivable from collecting, the 
pnrsnit wonld be entitled to take at once 
the highest rank amongst the lighter studies ; 
but, as it appears to us, the attractions be 
names are far from being the only ones 
appertaining to philately. The study of 
engraving, of peper, and of design, may be 
mentioned amongst the collateral advan- 
tages ; but, as touching more upon onr 
present purpose, we vrontd insist, now more 
especially, upon the interest which collectors 
are gradually led to take in the great subject 
of postal progress itself They cannot regard 
the emissions of far-off and even semi-civi- 
lised countries without astonishment at the 
rapid spread of the most beneficent of 
" liberal ideas," nor can they help feeling the 
liveliest satisfaction in witnessing their fur- 
ther adoption and extension. Hence, then, 
to us and to our readers, the recent dis- 
cussions in parliament, to which we have 



referred above, are fraught with interest, 
and we are sore that our readers will regret 
with us the somewhat unsatisfactory ter- 
mination of the debate. 

There was a great deal of truth in what 
the Marquis of Hartington ni^ed against 
the immediate execution of Mr. Graves' plan ; 
but what we were sorry to find was that, 
instead of heartily adopting it, and promising 
his influence and exertion towards its being 
tried as early ns possible, he confined himself 
practically to giving a promise that he would 
take the matter into consideration. " Oh,- 
I'll think it over " is the answer not nn- 
freqnently made to a request to which it 
may be hardly prudent to give a direct 
denial. What politionl complications may 
occur between this and the nest financial 
year is more than wo can say, but we may 
safely predict that, unless the post-office 
officials should be driven to propose some 
plans to carry out Mr. Graves' suggestion, 
there will not be wanting some pretext or 
other to stave off the " consideration " of the 
matter for another year or two after. Come 
the reform must, sooner or later; this even 
the moat obstinate of officials must see ; bnt 
the obstructives will no doubt do their best 
to put back its advent as far as possible 

One would have thought the redaction of 
a postal rate could hardly have been made a 
party question, yet it is evident from an 
examination of the division lists that it waa 
virtually made one. The small minority 
which supported Mr. Graves principally 
consisted of conservatives ; the majority 
which followed the Marquis of Hartington 
into the lobby, of liberals. Strange inver- 
sion! we are accustomed to think of liberalism 
and progress as synonymous terms, but in 
this instance we find the professors of the 
former substantially opposed to the spirit of 
the latter. 

The question, however, is now fairly 
started ; it is long since it was first mooted, 
but such changes are slow to recommend 
themselves, uutU the inconvenience of exist- 
ing arrangements presses strongly on the 
community. From time to time there have 
appeared, in sundry journals of more or less 
importance, well- sustained ar^ments for a 
redaction on the postage of printed matter. 
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wherein the existence of so manj low-priced 
Btamps has been over and over again urged 
in proof of the success of the scbenie ; bat 
the attention of the pablic hnd never been 
strongly drawn to the matter until Mr. 
Graves brought it before the House of 
Commons. There ia little likelihood, how- 
ever, of its now dropping out of notice. The 
raember for Liverpool showed, in the course 
of bia speech how strong is the desire for 
a redaction aniong those classes who have 
had moht experience of the value of postal 
facilities ; and how strong niso is their belief 
lu the ultimate pecnniary benefit from snch 
Induction; and with this tiuoleus to com- 
mence on, the agitation must continue, 
increase, and tinally succeed. 

For our part, we tjuile appreciate the 
temporary loss. £300,000 is not to be 
laughed at. But it appears to us that even 
had the House of Commons pledged itself to 
the principle of Mr. Graves' motion, it 
would hardly havo been possible to have 
acted upon it immediately. The consider- 
ation of the plans to be adopted to carry 
out the many and various arrange me nti>, 
■which would have to bo completed before 
the thing could be got into working order, 
would necessarily occupy no slight space of 
time. The reform could not havo been in 
any event, then, carried out during the 
present financial year, perhaps hardly in the 
nest. It might even, taking into account 
the Post master- General's complaint of want 
of room, have been considered in conjunction 
with the scheme for erecting a new Central 
Post-office, and its nctual operation post- 
poned until the completion of the proposed 
building. But the premier objected to the 
House voting an abstract resolution, affirm- 
ing the necessity for change, without indi- 
cating the time when the change ought to 
be made. He appeared to forget that the 
House has notunfreqneutly afiirmed by reao- 
latibn. the desirability of reducing various 
duties, that on tea for instance, without pre- 
scribing any period for the making of the 
reduction; aiid Mr. Graves' motion was, in 
iuct, f< r (ho reduction of a tax, as the money 
earned bv the post-office goes toward the 

le of the country. 

i fen,porary objection to the lowering 



of the postal rates on newspapers and other. 
printed matter, ilie aaacrtion, that it would 
tesult in an immediate loss of £300,000, at. 
a time when auch a loss can be ill afforded, has 
force ; but the worst of such an objection is, 
that it can easily be repeated year after year 
by economical chancellors or obstructive 
officials, and unless and until the change is 
made by the government, it will be repeated. 
They manage these things differently, not 
only in despotically- ruled Prance, but ia 
constitutionally-governed Prussia. There, 
upon the formation of the confederacy, a 
general post-office was established, and low 
uniform rates were made for the carriage of 
letters, A few weeks ago the postal report 
came l)efore Che federal parliament for dis- 
cussion, and Count Bismarck, after giving 
statistics showing the activity of the post- 
office, and the amoant to debit and credit 
thereof, whereby a deficit of £20,800 was 
shown, added, " This deficit is mach smaller 
than was universally expected, and it will 
donbtleaa, in 1809, turn into a large profit." 
We see, then, that without fear of the 
probable loss, and in a newly-formed state, 
tho government boldly initiated a new and 
much cheaper postal service, facing the con- 
sequences for the sake of the benefits ; and 
it has had its reward. The deficit tarns 
ont a mere flea-bite ; and most likely the 
predicted deficit on our reform would prove 
in the result much above the actual one. 

It is worth noticing in this connection, that; 
the proposed reduction is far from being so 
sweeping as that of 183!), when penny postage 
was introduced ; then very few letters were 
canried under id., and the groat majority 
went at 9d,, and upwards, A halfpenny 
postage is a reduction by one half, the penny 
postage was a reduction to, on an average, 
aay, one-si:i[th of the previous rates. 

Again, Mr. Graves' proposal was very 
moderate with regard to weight; circulars, 
and newspapers under two ounces, he sug- 
gested should be charged a halfpenny. Well, 
we have always understood that a letter 
from London to Edinbnrgb costs the post; 
office, for carriage, &c., the thirty-seventh 
part of a penny ; weight, up to half-an- 
ounce, making no difference. Assume, then, 
that twocirculara together would weigbhalf^ 
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an-onuce (in fact, limit their eeparate weight 
to ^ oz.), at preeent, their jfostage would be 
twopence, tinder the new system, a penny ; 
the poat-office would then lose a penny ; 
bat sapposing four to be sent iu place of 
two now (in other words, that the number 
sent were to be doubled, (w the consequence 
of the reduction), the post-office would lose 
nothing, as the four circulars would together 
only weigh as heavy as two letters, and wouM 
coat therefore no more for carriage, and the 
post-office would, for either the fonr cirenlara 
or the two letters, receive twopence. Were 
the number of circnlars to be trebled^i. e,. 
Bay six instead of two (again as the ctm^e- 
quence of the redaction), the posl>office 
would be the gainer of a penny, legs about 
an eighteenth, the cost of carriage of the 
third couple ; and so on for any further 
increase. To this, it is true, may be opposed 
the probability of an increase in the working 
expenses, for sorting, &c. The Marquis of 
Hartingtoo, indeed, drew a sad picture of 
the mail-bag apparatus ttt the Btationa 
proving utterly useless under the pressure 
of extra matter, and of the travelling poat- 
office coming to a dead lock from tbe same 
cause ; but, for the credit of the service, he 
was bound to admit that these difficulties 
were not iusupcrable. Speaking, it may be 
said, with the boldness of outsiders, we ven- 
ture to coincide in this belief. As to circulars, 
immediate delivery is not so important for 
them as for letters. Let them, if necessary, 
be delivered over the post-office counter 
within specified hours (as is done in France), 
kept separate from the letters, sorted sepa- 
rately, and sent on by a later mail. The post- 
office now stipulates that newspapers may be 
delayed, at the option of postmasters, twenty- 
four honra, and this stipulation might be 
extended to circulars. Some expense would 
undoubtedly be incurred, but it need not be 
incurred all at once ; let the extra buildings, 
bags, or railway post-offices, be added as 
required, anil the cost would be in all pro- 
bability almost immediately reimbursed by 
the traffic. 

We have suffered our reflections on this 
matter tA run to a considerable length, for 
which we claim and hope to obtain our 
readers' indulgence. AVe have, indeed, been 



compelled to leave some points untouched, 
and will therefore, with their permission, 
return to the subject again next niontb. 

REVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Alfred Smith ^ Co.'t Descriptive Price Caia^ 
h>gue uf the Pottage Stamps of all Nations. 
Illustrated with upwards of 100 En- 
gravings. Twelfth Edition. London: 
K. Marlborough & Co. Bath: Alfred 
Smith & Co. 
The iwELTTH EDITION ! We might stop 
with these words, as no commendation of 
ours can add force to the testimony they 
convey. We have really nothing to add to 
our remarks on the previous editions, but 
we feel it would be unjust to make the 
popularity which causes bo rapid an exhaus- 
tion of successive editions a reason for pass- 
ing unnoticed the appearance of this new 
one. We, however, shail fulfil our duty if 
we call our readers attention to it, and men- 
tion the fact that it has been brought up to- 
dale. 

Oppen'g Fostage-etamp Album and Calalogue. 

Revised, corrected, and brought up to 

tbe present time, by Dr. Vihkk. Twelfth 

Edition. London ; William Stevens. 

[second notice]. 

In our review of this edition we stated that 

" it offered no special feature on which to 

remark." This statement was not quite 

accurate. The perpendicular lines which 

were expunged from the preceding edition, 

have, in the one before us, been partially 

restored, and the sizes of the squares formed 

by their re-insertion, regulated according to 

the sizes of the stamps. This return to, 

and improvement on, the old arrangement, 

entirely meets onr views, as we think if an 

album he ruled at all, it ought to be ruled 

both ways for the sake of appearance, and 

also as a guide to the collector. 



Jt Kentish pafgb wiys that B,t a village not man; 
miles from Aalifoid, the poaC-boj can neitlier read not 
wFite. Hov be muiafieB to deliver his letters u a 
mfitory, known only ti> bimadf and the poatmaster. 

The Disvas op Envelofk^ is becomiiiK fashiotmble 
in Paria, The sheet on which the letter ia wiilttn ii 
folded in the old style that Was in vogue bufore envclolioi 
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COBRESPONDEyCE. 
THE C4SHMEEE INSCRIPTION. 

Tethi Editor of "The STUtT-doLLBcroii-BUxouunB." 
DeauSik,— TheCaihmereinicriptionieBtillBnivitprj. 
I hare cmtultnl Carliinero merchmits who cannot de- 
cipher it, and lbs beet Drientkl soholara wbom I liHvecon- 
sulUd ore o( oninioa tbul tiiu hdhi' part caneiste ol 
j^vati marti. Olhan, lioweier, fancy they d«t..bl eome 
NHgri written cluractcrti. If it is in any kiiown charac- 
ten, I am inclined to Uiink it is Kohiilani, which, with 
J'lihari, arc the Imigiiiiget tgiolien ia ihe Ilioittlehsi 
iut rHhari, 1 believe, ii not writlrn. 

Yaun &ithfa11y, 
Madra: 1, H. H. 



mbject, again broached by 
of your magazine. Ihe piimanence of that Fam>BpoD- 
dent's album aeema to uie to be very precarious, and, 
uioreoTer, ita plan i^ not t]m.t >\hich new seems to be 
generally considered best. 

I. — Stamps .^uiEiDY Issued. 
Bltoik pages are decidedly to be prefem<d, aa giTing 
greateat liberty of airanKeuient. A simple edging of 
double wavy Imea would look .ery well. Ihe l*»t size 
for a page would, I think, be about 7 inehea bv Sj (T 
inean within the edging). Ibia would eaiily hold in a 
row aix ordinal- iized eiampB, perhaps Ihe average num- 
ber in a separate issue, 1 decidedly disapprove of a 
catalogue being interleaved, or even bound up at the end 
of the volume. It is far Utter for every philatelist lo 
collect according to hia own viewa, and not bo rciliicted 
lo the arrangement of another. It ia, however, objec- 
tionable to face the stamps, so, in mv opinion, the best 
plan would be to leave the ^(-hand side of the pages 
entirely blank. The collector himself might write on 
these iiort notes relative to the stamps on the opposite 
pf^es, or in afto- years, if hard preied by new issues, 
might mount new varieties on them. At the top of eacli 
page the Dame of the country should bo nrnply printed, 
without anylMng else — no arms or portraits— lot Uicre b« 
stamps, and stamps only. A separate page should bs 
devoted to every counttr, &c , houever few atampa it may 
posseaa. It can never be foreseen how many new itampa 
may be issued. The only eiceplion to this would be in 
the ease where the country is dead in a philatelic sense — 
aa fur instance, the Ionian Islnnds, Beivedor^ &c. I may 
add, in conclusion, that I think there ^uld certainly be 
a separate volume for uncut envelopes, similar in every 
resf«et to that for adbesiTes. 

II. FuXUHA ISBtTEH. 



'0 countries, te 



it of ni 



r additions lo the pbilateho 



best). Tsldng into conaideration the great number of 
leaves to be thus inserted, and the fact that stamps are 
only lo be mounted on the right-hand side, we see the 
nccesaily for having two volumes {for adhesives jone). 
This is no doubt objectionable, but it cannot be helped— 
it would be impoasible to make a permanent stamp album 
'- - -inglo volume at all neat or handy. IT ' * 
' ' ' * * 11 11,^,^:.. 



division of CI 



■a would be:— vol. 1, Britain and i; 



colonies; val. 2, rest of the world (both of these to be for 
adhesive },Dii'<T;fBlamps) ; vol, 3, whole world (envelopes). 
A fourth -volume might be added by Ihose who collect rail- 
way, fiscal, or other stamps. 

Ill — PjtPEIl, BlNDIKQ, &C. 

A pure white paper with names and ed^g printed in 
black would bs t^st, as nnt at all tending to kill the 
eoloun of the atampa. Mapa 1 consider superduoiu. 

The binding should be strong, and capable of allowing 
the book to open Rat. There should be two firmly.- secured 

Such an album aa the one deccribed above, would, if 
we suppoBc its owner to consent in lime lo mount atampa 
on the left-hand side of ihe leaves, and also to insert 
additional leaves on the guards (to prevent bulging, when 
the book might be rc-buund with new guu-da), be 
capable of holding, in addition to the stamps at present 

rough estimate about 200 new stamps lo be usued every 
year (which average, however, ia not likely to laat long), 
Ihis album would afford room for the new iaauvs of Ue 
neit century, and would, I think, be fairly entitled to the 
appellaticm of a I'emtatmt Aidant. Anv philateliat of 
the present gentralion would surely consider it sufficient, 
and It would suit any of the diHercnt schools of philately 
—affording abundant space for the followeis of either the 
Englieh or trench scboola, or for those who prefer to cut 
their envelmiea, to mount ihem in the first two volume* ; 
while for those who prefer the plan proposed by Mr. 
Weare {Phiialelitt for I'ebruary), the first volume would 

Apologizing for trespaaaing ao much on jour space, 

1 am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
JVaiVn, y.B. 1'. I. A. 

Ma, PEMBERTON ON PERFORATIONS, 4c 

To rA«£iflVeril/"TuBBT*HF-C0LLECTOIl'RlU0it21KI." 

IlEAtt Sia,— Ton oceadonally quote what 1 wrote in 
Tkt fhilatilinl upon reprints, giving such sa my teeipea 
for distinguishing between reprints and originals; in 
common justice to Dr. Magtiua, I must tell you that these 
teala were, with few eiceptiona, borrowed from him. To 
all readers of the French papers, Xhota's article, "On 
Varieties of Perforation," wiU appear very meagie and 
inaccurate, after the justly-celebrated series of papers, 
entitled "Denlel^s et non denteles," by I)r. Magnus, in 
Li Timbre- hi-te, of 1866-7, Theta certainlv ia no 
reader of the French papers, though he can hardly go lo 
the absurd length of saying, with Mr. Qreeustrcet, that 
he does not "place much confidence in their statementa 
when quoted (auch an opinion could only come from 
Birehin Lane, and it is a great pity that it and its 
OTomulgalor ever left there). On page 81, No. 46, of L» 
Timbri ■FtMtt.TiktXa. will End two common, and one uncom- 
mon, perforations engraved, which he ignores, lliey are 
the are. found on all perforated Hanover, and on the last 
set of Brunswicka ; the inr, as on the Bremen 2 and 10 gr. ; 
and the oiiigutparallilf found on some of the La Ouaira 
1 and i rls., and on a few — very few, and amazingly 
scarce-early New Zealanda. Ihese thinga, however, 
are omissions, yet, as Ihe same engravings occur on p. 101 
of The Philatiliit for June, 1867, there is no reason why 
Theta, when writing "On Varieties of Perforation,'^ 
should not have referred to an English magazine, even if 
he did not put faith in the French ones. When a writer 
considers himself competent to compose a paper aa a 
guide to eollectora, there is no eieuse for omittmg what 
alt will-informed collectors know, and what an Knglish 
magazine haa published u.\tecn months ago. In Theta'i 
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W-termed imperfect perfonitiona, the noticpe of all are 
good, except tht: ^'ar^rp^ntineBr" wbicb ate Dot made 
at all clrnr. llie a»rpeminB in use on the ^inlands 
U lai^ and fimeirui io nppearance ; the BUine oceui-s dd 
the Helsingfors (both on the old green and the new brown), 
but Tery n)ui;h reduced in size. The (erpentines of 
Viotoria have not thi! alighteat afflnity, either in Ihe cut 
cr in Ihe efi'pcl when Bcvei'ed, with thoee of Finland, 

Respecting rouleltee of the 2 shilling Vitloria, taT) 
varieties .are known— let aa veil as 4th class. Uonth 
Australia are all given as of the 'Jnd class, bnt there are 
inany Tarieties of these, which 1 possess, bnt hate not 
time to describe; Ihe same applies to Western Anatralia, 
&c. Theta is at great pains to itifotm us that the fancy 
serpentine, in present use in Finland, was -" at first 
adopted for the La Uuaira stamps ; " and to keep such 
valuable infuiination before our minds, be mentions 
further on, "the lai^a serpentine method originally 
adopted by the eame country (which was La Guaira). 
The account is precise, but who ever saw eerpeatined La 
Guaira f Ifsucheiiat, thry have been reserved for "tliB 
keen, detective eye" of Theta; or, perliapa Mr. Green- 
itreel, when profitably engnged in "hocussing" the 
French schoot may nave found this variety whilst 
studying (o qualify himself for that luudablp pmpose. 

Another series of erroTB, for which there is no e.icuse, ie 
his description of "Class I.— I'crfect perfonilion." Mis 
account gives them a» only of three values, and aa being 
officially perforated. The history ie this, as every reader 
of the atsmp papers must know : they Wei's a private 
perforaiion, by the firm of Susse Frvres, and the complete 

EC exists. Their whole history is to be found in the 
ngfish magazines, and in all the French ones, and Ihe 
whole set is catalogued by every recent w riler who acknow- 
ledgca perforations ; solhureiaiiofiieuseforBneha whole- 
aale blunder on Ihe part of one who professes lo write for 
the instruction of his follow colleclors ; such writings only 
Aiislead. Sundry French esist perforated by roulette, 
but these are far rarer than the Siuu. Levrault 
chronicles the sub, and also a 1 and W c. petcf m tcie, a 
■mall, pointed perforation. 

In English stamps, besides the small perfomtion with 
large crown watermark, there h an equally- scarce 2d., 
large pert, with small crown watermark ; the Id. also 
exists, biit is common. 

Hespeeling (he Sourh Aoslralinns with miscd perfora- 
tion and roulette, Ihere are, besides Id. in three shades, 
both 6d. and Is: Of the sot with perfora.ion all round, 
there are, up to this date. Id,, three shadee ; 4d., two 
■hades; 6d., two shades; with lOd. and Is., one shade 
each; these are all star watermarked ; the lOd.hosrecentlv 
appeared watermarked crown and S.a., and perforated all 
round ; Ihe 2d. and 2s. alone remain roulettcd. 

Hoaui time back, a question was raised as to the ex- 
istence of a postmarked Honduras; I certainly never saw 
one myself, but your correspopdent, Mr. Loniler, of San 
Francisco, tells me be has seen a poatmarked specimen, 
which came from a letter; Ihe specimen is pink, and 
ia penstroked as well as postmark^. 



BirmingAam, 



IIDWABD L. PEMBERTOS. 



Thb pHtLiTELlc Society. — The ailjoumed meeting 
of lbs Committee was held at Mr. I'hilliriek'schambiTS, 
on Ihe I7th ult. ; ihe Prefident in the chair. The chief 
buunesa done was the altering of the dale of the Annual 
General Meeting (f»r tbii ] ear) from the 1st to Ihe 15th 
6f May. The arrangenientii necessarv for the furlherancB 
of Ihe objects of the society were discussed at consider- 
■liU length, and Ihe meeting then adjourned till Ihe 1st 
bfMay. 



ANSWERS TO CO-RESPONDENTS. 

Geoouaphical. — Wien (pronounced Vlen) is the 
German for Vienna; Firenie, the Kalian for Flurenee. : 

Misj B., Colchester. — The SO soldi Austrian (current 
tj'pe) is very scarce, but we do not see reason to question 

BeoiN-Neu, Ipawich. — The Servian stamna (head 
series) are found on thin and on thick paper. They vary 
eonsidcrably in colour. 

U. F. KKO«-sl.Er. Trescot.— The twelve "atampa" 
' • jma Glasgow ' ' 
rightly suspect, badl ' ' 

of no value whatesc, 

F. S. I'. S., Quecnatown, Ki 
penny trinngular Cape stamp. 1 

uuce, .through the action of soiue cbemieal agency. 

CoLLEOiAS, Winchester.— Voni lilac Turkish, about 
which you have been to puzzled. i> none olhar than Iha' 
new 20 paras. In [he gencial chnnge of colour which 
baa lately taken plais, lilac has fallen to the lot of Ibia 

'e. K., Stockport.— Tes. All kinds of crest albums 

" ' ■ 60/— may be had of our pulilishers. The 

lies are usually ruled in squares ; but ths 

lay be had in el-gant de^ijjns and rich 






idings. 



—Replying to 



in our last, re t 
>u tbatwei/iffgi 



the lubalauceof M. MoenV second article on these alaiiipB 
in " Our Contemporaries" for March. We regret the 
subject has not been taken up by English collectors. 

K. C, M , Torquay.— The rareal Cape of Good Hope 
stamps are the one penny Slue and fourpenny >«/, wood- 
blocks, which hats been sold for as much as 60/ each. — 
The 3 lire provi^onal Tuscany (arms of Savoy) is also 
very scarce. We havo never met with more than one 
unUMd specimen. 

J, KiRBT, Southampton. — Up to the present time we 
have only seen the 1 kr. giwn, 3 kr. rose, and T kr. blue, 
of tlis new Wurtomburg issue, but no doubt lbs other 
\alu['B will follow in duo course. — The hallpenny green 
Barbados on bluirh paper ii much more fane than the 
same value on while paper, and should certainly be 
collected as a distincl variety. 

Dr. C. W. v.— We think you are hardly warranted in 
positively asserting thai the heud on the Chilian stamp 
IS that of President yrcire. This hypothesis has been 
put forward, but has been controverted in our pages (see 
p. 32, vol. v.) Ie Timbri-loiie for March of lust year, 
also contained a leller from U. Eugene Galiarret, a very 
well-ii.fcrmed collector residing at Valparaiao, complain- 
ing of Ihe adoption of Columbus' head as the* tvpe for 
the new series, and decidedly Ihe head on Che new i( [he 
same as that on the old. M.Gabarrut is very well phired 
for ascertaining decisiielt the fact of the matter, and we 
trust he will apply himself lo its settlement. 

A Student of thb Albuh QnEaTioN. Chester, pm- 
pounds a curious method of collecting. He would have 
a botJkofample dimensions, and make it a kind of stamp- 
sarcophagus, placing no stamps in it eicepi thow belong- 
ing to CDniilne- which. tTooToae eaure or another, had 
ceased issuing. 1'hus he would begin with the emissious 
of the absorbed German elates, the Ionian islands, &e., 
and he anticipates that, from political causes, the number 
of slam p-ia*uiiig countries will rapidly decrease, his book 
filling in inverse proportion. It will bo seen our eorree- 
pondsnt's polilicul notions hare ilrangely infloencett hi* 



ill rapidly deci 

Itwill'iwBe 

(Irangely 

:yGoogIe 
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POSTAGE STAMPS IN PARLIAMENT. 
[second article.] 
bt oteei taylor. 
BesoMiKO our coDBideration of tlte subject 
bronght noder the notk« of Parliameot by 
Mr. Graves, let na just take a glance at tl^ 
conntrieB posseBsiog stampB below a penny 
in value, and at the circnmstances connected 
with their adoption, 

Austria commenced issuing posts ge atampa 
in 1850, and a 1 krenzer label formed one of 
the stamps of the first series. In 1851, it 
issned a separate series for newspapers— the 
welMcnown MercDrjes, the lowest valne of 
which is again 1 krenzer (rather less than a 
birthing), whiob snm franked a single jour- 
nal through the post. This value has been 
nsed ever since, and, in addition, there is a 
2 kr. stamp for circulars. If we mistake 
not, two of these latter prepay a circular to 
England. 

Baden.— 'The first series of stamps for this 
duchy, issued in 1851, comprised a 1 krenzer, 
and the same has been iacluded in every 
subsequent emission. 

Baoaria commenced issaing in 1849, and 
with a I kreuzer stamp, 

Belgium, in 1850 produced a I centime, 
to which, in 18C5, were added 2 and 5 cen- 
times. The latter value prepays a journal 
to England or Prance. 

Bergedorf. — This little town issued a 3 
schilling stamp in 1861, either for circulars 
or local letters. 

Braiil, honourably distinguiahed among 
foreign countries by its early adoption of 
the cheap postage system, issued its first 
series in 1843, the lowest value iu which was 
80 reis (rather more than three farthings) ; 
and in 1846, it issued a 10 reis stamp for 
newspapers or circulars. To this, on the 
first of January, 1850, was added a 20 reis 
stamp; and these two values have since 
been continuously nsed. 

Bmnmnck brought ont its \ and j sgr. in 
1856 (the former equalling three-tenths, the 
latter four-tenths of a penny). 

Oanada, one of our most important colo- 
nies, included in its first series, issued in 
1856, a halQieuny stamp for joaruals ; and 



the new Dominion advanced the circulation 
of literature atill further, by issuing a half- 
cent stamp. 

GaahmeTe, — Even this oriental state has, 
for some years pRst, possessed a half-anna 
stamp (|d.) for district letters, and has 
recently added a quarter-anna stamp (three- 
eighths of a penny) for, we presume, a 
similar employment. 

Ceylon, again, baa nsed a halfpenny stamp, 
since 1857, for newspapers; and 

Ohili, a one-centavo stamp, since 1861, for 
the same purpoae. 

The Qonfederate States, almost as soon as 
they had established their administration, 
issued a two-cent stamp, and afterwards 
gave orders for the preparation of a onacenL 
That it was never actually in use, is due to 
circumstances with which stamp collectors 
are well acquainted. 

The Banuhian Priiicipdlitiee. — Moldavia 
emitted a 5-para stamp for newspapers in 
1854; united Bonmania, a 3 para in 1862, 
under Prince Couza, and a 2 paras in 1865, 
under Prince Charles. 

Denmark has had a 2 akilling (halfpenny) 
stamp for, we believe, local letters since 1851. 

Eggpt, though lata in its adoption of the 
postal system, deserves the credit of accept- 
ing it at Isat in its int«grity, as evidenced by 
the inclusion of 5 and 10 para stamps in its 
first series, issued in 1865. These represent, 
respectively; a farthing and a balfponoy. 

France produced its 1 centime stamp in 
1860, somewhat late in the day : but soon 
followed it up with the 2 and 4 c. stamps, 
both intended far newspapers, and also for 
circulara of comparatively high weight. In 
addition to these, it has a 5 centime stamp, 
prepaying cartee-de-vUite, sent in open enve- 
lopes, from one part of a town to another. 
The French colonies likewise possess 1 and 
5 centime stamps, 

ffermani/.^The Thum and Taxis office 
issned ^, ^, and \ sgr. stamps in 1852, and 
a 1 kr. stamp in 1850 ; and these values are 
still used throughout the new Confederation. 

Gheece issued 1 lepton and 2 lepta stamps 
in 1861 ; and it shonld be borne in mind 
that the lepton in even of lesa value than the 
centime : the drachma, composed of 100 
lepta, equalling only 88 centimea. , 
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Hamburg iesaed a | schilling; stamp in 
18i9. 

Hanover, a 3 pfennige in 1856. 

Heliijoliind, a | schilling in 18<J7, atid 

Holland, daring tho present year, 1, Ig, 
and 2 cent stamps, whit:h respeetiTcl/ equal 
in Yolac the 2, 8, and 4 c. Frencb. The 
postage of a journal from Holland to England 
or France ia 8 Freach centimes. 

India has been using a half-anna stamp 
since 1854, and even the 

Ionian lelande possessed a stamp valae an 
obolus (a halfpenny). 

Italy (or, more properly speaking, Sar- 
dinin) included in its first series, issued in 

1851, a 5 centesimi stamp ; and in 186B, 
aftet^ike nnion of the kingdom, 1 and 2 c. 
stamps, Jbr newspapers, were pat in cir- 
culation. 

Lubeek has employed a ^ schilling stamp 
since 1859. 

Luxembourg ' (the dnchy) brought out 
2 and 4 centime stamps in 1860, and a 
1 centime in 1863. . 

M-ckleatburg-SdiioerinisBnediba'^eW-kiioyin 
" mite "—-the ^ schg^ — in 185(!. 

MaddenburgSireliti, its \ sgr, in 1864. 

Modetia emitted its 5 centesimi stamp in 
1852. 

New Bninswich, following rather tardily 
the example set by Canada, issued its 1 cent 
stamp in 1860. 

New Qmnada, m 1865, emitted a 1 centavo 
stamp. 

Norway, in 18G7, a 1 skilling. 

Oldenburg, like the other German states, 
fias used low values for many years. Its 
^ sgr. appeared in 1852, and to this, in 1861, 
were added the J and \ sgr. 

Parma's first issue, which saw the light in 

1852, included a 5 centesimi. 

Portugal has used a 5 reis stamp (equalling 
about a farthing) since 1853. 

Prussia issued 4 and 6 pf. stamps in 1850, 
and a 3 pf. in 1865. These were ail used 
for papers and circnlara. 

Boman States. — Tho first series, issued in 
1852, for these states, comprised a j bajoccho 
stamp (equalling one farthing), and the new 
decimal series of 1867 includes 2 and 3 c. 
stamps. 

Itmsia. — 8ino« 1864, a 1 kopek stamp has 



been used for the postage of newspapers, &o. 
The far-off 

Sandjoick Idanda have had the benefit of 
a one-cent stamp since 1859. 

Saxony issued a 3 pfennige stamp in 1850 ; 
and this value, together with a \ sgr., was in 
use until the sepamte service of this country 
ceased. 

Schleswig-Hohtein. — The provisional issues 
for these duchies oomprise three ^ sclulliag 
stamps. 

Shanghai. — The local post included in its 
first series, igsned in 1865, a 1 candareen 
stamp, a value equalling three farthings. 

Spain. — A 1 cuarto. stamp was issued in 
1852, for. the prepayment of Madrid local 
letters; and every series since that of 1853 
has comprised a 2 cnartos stamp (value 
equalling rather more than a halfpenny). 
Among the stamps of the new decimal series 
are those of 5 apd 10 niillesimi — equalling 
respectively one-eighth and one-fourth of a 
penny, and specially intended for circulars 
and journals. 

Sweden. — From 1855 to '62 cheap stamps 
were used for the local service of Stockholm, 
and now another value — 3 ore (f of a penny) 
— is used for similar purposes. 

Switzerland. — The canton of Geneva issued 
a 5 c. stamp for local letters in 1843 ; Basle, 
a 2^ rappen (equal to 2g c.) in 1845 ; and. 
the other cantons equally low values. . At 
the present time, 2, 3, and 5 c. stamps are in 



n the 






TurJcey has used a 10 para stamp (worth 
less than three farthings) since 1865. 

ThaTwo Sicifics under the old regime used 
a J grano. stamp for the prepayment of' 
newspapers and circulaj-s — value 2 centimes. 

JJrTiguay emitted a 1 centavo stamp in 
1666, and, as lately mentioned, it has been 
withdrawn, as the newspapers which it was 
originally employed to frank are now carried 

Wuriemburg, ia conclusion, issued a 1 
kreuzcr stamp in 18f>l, and this value has 

This list is a long one, longer even 
than we had expected; but as. we, hope to 
address non- col lee tors as well as our nsual 
readers, we do not think it can be con- 
sidered out of place. Even to philatelists. 
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anch a ratalogae jna,j iodicato a fnct of 
wliicli tbey were before only partially aware ; 
and towards the general pnblic, stamp 
collecting' stands vindicated, and its utility 
demonstrated, when collectors can prodnco, 
ID proof of the benefit of the scheme now 
discussed, such a logical array of facts ; for 
certainly, but for the study of stamps, the 
existence of tbese powerful argumonta in 
favour of a reduction of postage would Lave 
been known, at most, only to a few oSiciata. 

Mr.. Graves eibibited to Parliament a 
sheet containing, according to some, the 
stamps of 15, or, according to others, of 25 
conntries, all under a penny in value. But, 
as will be seen, he was far from including 
all on his sheet, for the above list (from 
which we find wo have omitted Malta 
Barbados, and British Guiana) comprises 
49 countries, and among them are nearly all 
the most powerful states of the world, 
together with many of the minor ones. The 
esperiment, then, of carrying newspapers 
and circulars at a sum less than a penny has 
been, we may say, almost nniversally tried, 
and found successful. 

Whether or not it has been a monetary 
benefit to tbe governments we cannot say. 
The History of the Fostal Sygtem, which has 
yet to be written, should give details as to 
the income of every state poat-ofEce ; but 
without such details, one can only reason 
from probabilities that the system has been 
found a paying one. The mere fact, how- 
ever, that many countries have maintained in 
nse for several years from two to four stamps, 
all value less than a penny, is evidence in 
proof of the financial success of the system, 
for they would never have elaborated it had 
it been a fiiilure. Again, we know not 
whether, aesuming it to be profitable, the 

fiost-offices of other states have netted as 
arge a profit proportionally as our own ; 
but whether or not, we may well assume 
that, in a country like England, which does 
a greater amount of business than any 
other, a measure intended to give the mer- 
cantile pnblic increased facilities for selling 
gooda ia not likely to be other than a success. 
Neither ia it likely that a nation which reada 
more than any other, except the United 
States, and perhaps Canada, would neglect 



the opportunity which a hnlfpenny postage 
would give of obtaining a larger number of 
papers or periodicals. 

We are glad to find that within the last 
few weeks the Marquis of Hartington has 
instituted inquiries, with a view to teat the 
feaaibility of Mr. Graves' proposal ; among 
other things, he has instructed the poat- 
maatera of the principal towns to inquire of 
the chief business houses what additional 
number of circulars they would bo likely to 
send were the postage reduced. This, though 
a very cautious way of going to work, con- 
sidering the proots of success already in 
existence, is more than we expected, taking 
into account the tenor of the Postmaster- 
Geueral's reply in the House. We hope 
and believe, however, that the result of bis 
inquiries will prove even to him that the 
scheme is a good one, and deserves to be 

The proposition has been on the whole 
well received by the press, though there are 
Home croakers who would fain prophesy an 
evil result from its adoption. The Times, 
which has the reputation of following pnblic 
opinion, speaks strongly in support of it, 
and comes to the conclnaion that the "argn- 
menta in favour of further reform are so 
convincing, that there can be no doubt of 
the result." 

The Standard puta in a strong light the 
reasons for a reduction, but haa some doubts, 
which we give in its own words ; 

But with nil thie tlie caso is not without its drav- 
backs. It scema inevitoble that tho half-peim;' psstitge 
for circnU™ and nawspopera would bring odium on (ha 
penny postaga for Icttura. Mr. Graves CODteuda tllat it 
woulQ givo it increoaed' atability; but when once Iha 
reduction tua been coDceded in the ease it the fonnei', it 
will not ha easy to draw the line at the letter poatace. 
Whv ix a fhoct of paper bearing charajlers printed by 
tha hand entillod to more favour tlinn tho ahett thu 
charartera on wbicli are written by the hand i Why, 
in the latter cB!C, ia the charge (o be a penny for half an 
ounce, while the printed circular \i charged at the rate ot 
a halfpenny for two ouncei ? If once Iha halfpenny rate 
ia established in the case of circulars, no Ion; time wilt 



intended for their oiclusive brncat. 

Well, if the agitation were to cnlminato 
in a demand for a halfpenny postage for 
district letters, we do not think it would be 
greatly to be regretted. By district letters, 
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■we mean letters posted and delivered in one 
and the same town or its snbnrbs. Sach a 
thing is already done in other countrieH, and 
we. do not see why it could not be done 
here. There is no expenae for carriage 
whatever. A district letter wonld be posted 
either at the chief office or at a pillar*bos, 
so that it would only have to be sorted (and 
if pDt in n pillar-box, collected), stamped, 
and delivered. But ench a rednction is the 
furlheat extreme to which reform conld go. 
The idea that because circulars might be 
carried all over the kingdom for a halfpenny, 
letters should be, is not likely to be mooted. 
If people were possessed of such a notion, 
they would have quite as great an argument 
for a lowering of the rate in the fact, that 
fonr onnces of printed matter, against half 
an ounce of written, are carried for a penny 
Jioit'. It is very easy to nnderstand that 
letters, being more important and more 
private commnnications, always require 
greater care than mere circulars. 

The Morning Star concludes an article 
strongly in favonr of the reduction with the 
following forcible remarks ■.~- 

A11 testiuooy ehnvs that, having once got the idea at 
the penny postage from ua, foreiijn countriea hare de- 
veloped it to an I'stciit und with a nicety -'---'- - - >-- - 

„.. , . . newspaper go. 

from PBlGrmo to Aberdeen for a less fee than would frar 
itfrooiFIeet-Btrcct toHornsey. ThiBproveB, not that the 
Italian goTcmment hare adopted awhttaaically low scale 
of charge, not Dicrcly thai the British governmeiil have 

S'tod a foreign powtr hy Ireaty advantages which tliey 
I not iceiprocale, but that our po>t-Dfflca, with all its 
effieiency, has not grasped the real eitent of the service 
wbiuh it may render la tbe public. The question of 
bulk w undoubtedly a serious one, but it is loo late to 
permit it to stand between us and a copious exteDsiou of 
tbe parcel sen-ice of the post-oAlee. 

The Morning Poet, the only paper we have 
seen which* speaks at all seriously against 
,the plan, objects to it on the ground that it 
would impair the efficiency of the service as 
regards tbe delivery of letters. Its strictures, 
which are worth quoting, are aa fcJIowa r — 

W^ hava quite as much admiration na Mr. Graves for 
the manner in which the post-ofhce dischargee its gigantic 
duties, hut we cannot oonoeal from ourselves that of late 
foara a feeling has grown up that the huaineas of the 

Ct-officc has not been eonducledso accurately and care- 
ly aa it used to be ; and, rightly or wrongiy, there ean 
be noquestiou that this tendency to inaccuracy is traced to 
a, comparatively novel portion of the busineas of the post- 
office — the book and parcel post. If there be auf justice at 
all in this suppositiou, aurely tha letter-vtiuag public 



uld regard with suspicion any proDOMil having a ten- 
cy largely to increase the balk of the letter-bags. Nor 
the eiamples of continental couDlctes likely to allay 



this apprehension. Mr, Graves muataurely have eeen the 
oomplaints which hare been addressed to Englieb news- 
papers of the delay in the delivery of letters in Italy ; 
and it is almost impoBsible to resiat the conclusion, after 
reading his speech, that this delay may be partly dae to 
the eitraordinarilv low mte at which the Italian poet- 
offlce undertakes the distiibulioa of newspapers. 

The Morning Poet certainly gives us the 
first intelligence that the English public are 
dissatisfied with the post-office. We have 
never been aware of the existence of any 
feeling that the service was less accurately 
performed than before the addition- of tbe 
book and parcel post to the duties of Ute 
office, and we donbt if onr readers have 
either. That some eirors, some " neglects " 
occur, is not surprising, considering the vast 
number of letters which pass through the 
post, bnt the thorough excellence of the 
service is not impaired by them, and baa 
never been impeached. The argnment 
drawn from Italy has no force, as it is 
founded on the supposition that the Italian. 
post-office delivers newspapers at an extra- 
ordirtarilij low rate, whilst, in fact, as we 
have shown, that rate is no lower than those 
of many other countries from which no 
complaints are received. We should have 
thonght, too, the Morning Post wonld have 
been aware of the real explanation, which 
has been repeatedly made public, that the 
delay is due to the French government, 
which has endeavoured in every way to 
prevent, or at least impede, the transit of 
letters vi4 Mont Cents, because it does not 
wish Italy to profit by them. 

In conclusion, we nwst again express onr 
gratification at the apparent probability of a 
settlement of the question. Tbe Marquis of 
Hartington — the first Postmaster- General, 
by the way, who has ever ^at in the lower 
House— baa acted more vigorously than we 
expected ; bnt it is, after all, no great credit 
to the department that it waited until 
prompted by Parliament before oven initi- 
ating inquiries preparatory to the extension of 
tbe system, for it has had before its eyes for 
years the working of the proposed plan in 
other countries. Such a reform onght to 
have been spontaneously suggested by the 
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AN INTERESTING EMBETO. 

BT A PARISIAN COLLECTOR. 
Rtprinted from TAe Ihilntetiil. 

TiiE perusal of that portion of the article in 
The Stamp-Collector' g Magazine, for Janoary 
last, which treats of the reprinttj of the 
French RepQblic series, leads us to mention 
a circumstance which may not be known to 
many of our readers, and, in frtct, does not 
appear to be known to the author of the 
article. The author nays that tho reprinters 
went out of their way to make a 20 c. blue 
republic; thatitmnsthave been don« purely 
by error ; and that it is not entitled to rank 
as an essay, but " must be degraded to tbe 
pariah rank ofafancy stamp." This sweeping 
condemnation appears to be rather hard npon. 
the 20 c. bine, for there seema to us to be 
more of reason in regarding this aa a reprint 
than collecfcora are ordinarily inclined to 
admit, considering that no fewer than from 
eight to ten millions of stamps were printed 
in blue from the die of the 20 c, republic, 
previously to the issue of the 25 c. blue, but 
were never issned. The history of this con- 
templated issue is well known to stamp col- 
lectors in France, and is partially mentioned 
in a lucid and delightful paper on the French 
essays by M. Herpin, but we have never 
seen the subject referred to in any of the 
English philatelic journals. 

The law of the 15-18 May, 1850, raised 
'the single inland rate of postage in France 
from 20 c. to 25 c, from and after the 1 st of 
Jaly then nest. When the law was passed, 
the Minister of Finance informed Mr. Hulot, 
the printer of tho French postage stamps, 
that be had decided that the stamps for the 
single inland postage should, for the future, 
bo printed in blue ; and he desired to ascer- 
tain whether a sufficient number of stamps 
of the value of 25 c. could be fiirniahed for 
the service of the poat-offico previously to the 
1st of July. Mr. Hulot not being able to 
assure the Minister that this could be accom- 
plished within tbe time, it was agreed that 
be should print a supply of stamps in blue 
from the 20 c. dies, to the nominal value 
of two millions of francs, and surcharge 
them with figures in red of 25 c. This 
was accordingly done, and a machine was 



smployed to print "25 c." in red on each 
stamp, the machine being a wheel with types 
of the figures at the extremity of each spoke, 
HO arranged as to fall on each stamp in the 
process of ruling. However, by dint of 
great exertions, Mr. Hulot was enabled to 
complete the order for the 25 c- blue within 
the time, and the provisional issue of sur^ 
charged 20 c. blue was, in consequence, 
entirely destroyed, with tbe exception of 
some very few copies which have attained 
such a supet-lative degree of rareness, that, 
beyond the copy which is in our own collec- 
tion, we do not know of more than two or 
three others. 

It would appear to be probable that, in 
the confusion consequent on printing at 
almost the same moment a supply of 20 o. 
and 25 c, both in blue, one or more sheets 
of the 20 c. were mixed with those of the 
25 c, for we possess a 20 o. blue republic of 
precisely the same tone of colour as the 
20 c. surcharged, and the first issue of the 
25 a. This stamp was found in a mass of 
many thousands of 25 c. republic stamps, and 
appears to have passed through the post-office 
in a regular way, being obliterated with the 
mark in use immediately after the "gridiron" 
obliteration. 

But we have not quite exhausted this sub- 
ject of the French reprints, unless we reply 
to the remark of the author of the article 
above referred to, as to the reason why the 
1 franc vermilion was not included in the 
number of the reprints. 

It appears that tbe first issue of 1 franc 
republic stamps was made in a vermilion 
tint of red ; but, about the middle of 1849, 
the vermilion tint ceased to be used in the 
composition of the colnur, and in December, 
1849, all the stamps of that tint were called 
in and destroyed. We have before us a 
circular issued on the 1st December, 1849, 
by the then postmaster-general to all the 
postmasters. On the side of this circular 
are the halves of two stamps, one of which 
is ordinarily called the vermilion, and the 
other the carmine, but which are simply 
called in the circular covleiir rouge claire and 
couleur rouge foneee. The circular states that 
the post-office was about to issue stamps of 
the value of 40 c. orange, and being appre- 
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LenBire that mistakes might arise, from the 
similarity of colour between tiie new 40 c. 
and the light red'l fr., the pORtina8t«r9 were 
requested to examine carefully tiieir stock of 
1 fr. stamps, and to transmit to the bead office 
all those which were IJglit red, similar tu the 
portion of the stamp attAcbed to the circnlar. 
From other subficquent cirenlars, it would 
appear that the varions post-officea were 
supplied with the 41) c. orange daring the 
first ten days of February, 1850, thongh the 
order for their isEue had been given by the 
Ministry of Finance in the previoos April. 
The various catalogues fix the date of the 
issae of the carmine 1 tr. as August, 1B49, 
but we have not been able to find any official 
order for the i^ne of the 1 fr. stamp in this 
colour ; it is probable, therefore, that, after 
the issue of the 40 c. had been decided on, 
directions were simply given to the printer 
to print the stamp for the future in a colour 
with less orange in its composition ; the 
vermilion tint has not, therefore, we imagine, 
been regarded by the administration as a 
separate issue, hut only as a lighter species 

[We doubt not this artick will be read with interest hj 
our readeiB, aa the fuuta it narrates miut be ai new to 
them as ta ua. We do not dispute Ihewriter'aBtateniPat, 
that French eoUecfora are well acquaintpd with them, 
though in that case we think it Burprising that they have 
onlj- on one OMaaion been incidentally referred to by a 
French writer on alarape, even Dr. Magnus being ijuite 
Btlent about them. Ae for us, it can hardly be aurpnaing 
that we Durselrcs shatUd hare known nothing of ta 
incident in the history of Freneh poatage stainrn which 
hita practically never been made public before. ~Ed.] 



OTJB CONTEMPORAEIES. 

M*T 24, 1869. 
The American Journal of Pkilatelij. — Of this 
journal we have two nnmbera before ns — 
those for March and April — and both, we are 
bound to say, containing a fair quantity of 
readable matter. We place as little faith as 
ever in the mythical New York Philatelic 
Society; at the same time we think that 
apart from this unworthy feature, the paper 
is by no means a bad one, and capable of 
being made very useful. We only give it 
its due in acknowledginff that no " bogus " 
stamp has ever been pnfied in its columns, 
and we trust it will, by careful management, 
become a trnstnortby philatelic magazine. 



The March number opens with an article 
on "Franks and Pranking," in which the 
American system is more especially referred 
to. Following this is a paper on the Biva- 
davian series of the Argentine republic, 
wherein the writer endeavours to establish 
the existence of large and email figure 6 c. 
stamps. We, however, think the alleg^ 
difference a rather fancifnl one, or at best, 
no more than could he found between two 
editions of any stamp, one obtained irom 
new, and tbe other from worn plates. The 
remainder of tbe nnmber is occupied with 
tbe modthly chronicle of novelties, a notice 
of the new American series, reviews, and 
the " transactions of the philatelic society." 
The report of the latter ends with thefollow- 
Bcntence ;— 



This is too abrupt. We should like to 
know at what hour the society was called or 
re-called by the "Board," and why the 
Board called it. If it were not utterly im- 
possible, the form of the sentence might be 
taken to indicate that the society went on 
from half-past six o'clock adjourning and 
re- adjourning, " until called by Board " to 
cease from such irregular proceedings. 

The April nnmber comprises among its 
contents the continnation of an article on 
the United States local stamps, a well- 
written "Plea for Philately and Philatelists," 
and a letter from Mr. L. W. DurbLu, on the 
Saint Lonis stamps. 

The Philatelist — The most notable article 
in the May number is that on reprints, in 
which the circumstances connected with the 
fabrication of a provisional 25 c. French 
Republic are detailed. We deem these 
details of snfficient interest to be presented 
in their entirety to our readers, who will find 
them under another heading in the present 
nnmber. 

An extract from the PalUMaU Oasette 
follows, enbject : " Registered Letters in 
France," in which the difficulties connected 
with the re^stering letters on the other side 
of the channel are amusingly set forth. The 
writer especially remarks on the rules of tbe 
French post-office that coin can noder no 
circumstances be ^ent by post, whether in a 
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registered or ai> qnr^atered letter. This 
remindB ns that in France the raiUvay is a 
pawerfiil competitor with the post-ofiice oa 
this point, aa they nccopt and cany suihb of 
money for ft small fee. Of course their 
medium is not used for the transmission of 
a single coin or two', but for larger amonnta 
the facility it affords ie of much importance 
to mercantile men who have to make remit- 
tances to oorres pendents residing in the 
conntry, at a distance from any bank. 

In the coarse of the article on " B«cent 
and Undescribed. Kifiissions,"' the editor 
observes: "We do .not recoUeot 'seeing it 
remarked anywhere, that oar first sixpenny 
adhesives of the current type, emission of 
18^6, lacks the hyphen between the words 
of value, which is found in succeeding 
issues," adding! " ^^ ^^^ induced to note 
this peculiarity in consequence of having 
just received from a correspondent a speci- 
men of that value, evidently just out, from 
which the hyphen is again lacking.'' If re- 
ference be made to p. 36 of onr vol. iv., the 
peculiarity to which onr contemporary re- 
lers will be found stated in the course of a 
short paper entitled " Kotes on the British 
Stamps." 

Le TimbrophUe, .for April 30, opena its ar- 
ticle ^on "New Stamps" with the following 
pregnant remarks on the new St. Thomas 
locals, the " Clara Kothe," series : — 

Let UB epenk tint of tlie tenet of stamps of which ve 
gHV6 an engraving in our Febiuary number. Were theao 
Btampa realty required by the Clara Eglhs Cornpany, 
tcAicA hat eeaied to rziV, or sie they the fruit of nepecu- 
Ution, lilie so many olherg that we have seen > We 
ahoula lie inclined to adopt llie latter opiniun, the pticea, 
more than moderate, at wliich we have aeon lliese etampa 
sold, gin UB BQodreatmn to think that they have never 
made the voyago from St. Thonma to I'ariB, and that 
Ihey ought to find place in that "timbro-poalal mytho- 
logy " which WB purpose shortly to write. 

If, indeed, the company no longer exist, 
then graveis the suspicion which must attach 
to the character of these stamps. It is said 
that the design ia the work of M. Stem, the 
Parisian engraver. In that case it would 
seem that he has been as much behind the 
occasion with this, aa with hia Bonmanian 
stamps, made for Prince Couza's government. 

Dr. Magnus continues in this namber his 
paper on " Italian Essays," and also that on 
" Local Postage Stamps." In the latter he 
speaks of tbo Levant stamps, and confirms 



the statement that all the scries issned by 
the 'company have been authorised by the 
emperor, and have been fabricated in the 
ateliers of the imperial printing office at St. 
Petersburg. He adds, that these stamps are 
not to be had in Rasaia. They can only be 
prooared at the ports served by the company. 
He gives, further on, the description of a 
local Holstoin stamp, which we never re- 
member to have met with, nor to have seen 
any notice of before. The centre is occupied 
with a horse's head, and beneath that the 
numeral 3 ; in the border, the inscription 

HE8BB BT MBERWEEN — ALTON AER BOTEN IKSTITOT, ^ 

1865. This design ia lithographed in black 
on blue paper. Dr, Magnus, commenting 
on this stamp, says : — ■ 

The figure i, ploeed beneath theharae'shead, indirateii, 
without doubt, the value; but it would be impnawUa to 
say whether it refers to the i akillins of Denmark, or the 
i BcMlling of Hamburg. 'J/he laOerl ia more probably 
the case, as at that period (186^1 Uolstein hail ceased to 
belong to Denmark. The autbenlicity of this slanip 
requires confirmation. It would appear to have been 
emitted by the flnn or offiee of Heaje & KeerweiD, 
specially for the town of Altona, and the eummeroial 
importance of that eity would tend to sugjest ila having 
been employed in the same manner as the Uamer stamps 
of Hamburg. On tlie other hand, one may suppose that 
it is but a simple trade label. 

The learned doctor admits be is quite 
without information as to the character of 
this stamp, and does not mention whence he 
obtained it. For onr part we should hesitate 
to accept it ae a thing worth cataloguing 
and collecting, without good guarantees of 
ita genuineness. 

Le Timh-o-FoetetoT May, like the numbers 
immediately preceding it, contains nothing 
which requires comment. Ita contents com- 
prise another instalment of Dr. Magnus' 
paper on "Envelopes," and also the continua- 
tion of an article on the " Cashmere stamps." 
Of tbis hitter we shall speak when it is com- 
pleted. 

T/ie Continental Fidiatelic Magazine this 
month contains very little worthy of note ; 
hut the editor's miafcakea in English seem 
rather on the increase. Some of these must 
proceed from his too great confidence in his 
knowledge of our langnage ; an occasional 
reference to a dictionary would set him right 
on many little matters respecting vrhich he 
is now in error. " The Ohronicle System " 
is really too ladicrona, anditia unpardonable 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAOAZINE. [Josi! 1, 1869. 



to qijote Mr. Pemberton as Baying, that 
he will " extinct those vermin ; " finally, 
"Soctoniua," the historian, is au anthority 
new to clasBical soholor and ordinary reader 
alike. 



NEWLT-ISSTJBD OR INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
COMFiRMiNO (in commercial parlance) onr 
last respects, we have pleasure in laying 
before oar readers a representation of the 
new type for 

BOCMAKIA to which we referred last month, 
and which forms the most 
prominent item among cur- 
rent novelties. The design 
' I bold in its conception, 



5 (cinei) 
10 (deee) 
15 (eineU pi'eticci 
25 ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ 



simple, and, though r 
treated, effective in 
main ; the colours a 
the most brilliant, 
follows : 






.»•) , 



dark bine. 

red. 

oval bine, frame 



Lnge. 



50 (_cinei ded) „ red and bli 

The denominations of valnc are curiosities 
in themselves, and give one a peep into the 
Roumanian dialect. The colours are again 
the national ones— red, orange, and blue — 
and those only. Besides these new values, 
we are favoured with another edition of the 
preceding type, as follows : — 

2 bani dark orange. 

4 „ dark blue. 

18 „ carmine-red. 

The 2 bani we have not yet seen. The 4 b. 

is of a very dark, strong blue, and the 18 b. 

of a shade very distinct from its predecessors. 

Album-makers must take note of the 
tendency on the part of the Roumanian 
states towards freqaeut emissions, and pro- 
vide accordingly. 

United States. — We regjet not to be 
able to redeem our promise, to give en.* 
gravings of all the stamps comprised in the 
new series, this month. Our engraver, 
however, finds that from their unusual 
fineness they require an unusual time to 
copy ; and as he is desirous of producing 



illnstrations worthy, in their degree, of the 
originals, we have not been unwilling to 
give him a longer period for their com- 
pletion. 

Meanwhile, that we may not onreelves be 
" behind the times," we deem it beat to give 
at least a brief description of the remaining 
stamps of the series: 

Bnt, first of all, we must enter a strong, 
tboDgb no donbt ineffectual, protest against 
the &_;Btem of stamping the square of raised 
lines on the back. It greatly mars the 
effect of the design on every one of the 
values, and yet answers no really nsefiil 
purpose. It is a fanoirnl invention, which, 
it is much to be regretted, the American 
postal authorities were sednced into patron- 
ising. 

Recommencing now the descriptjona, we 
come first to the one-cent stamp. This we 
cannot say we greatly admire. The design 
consists simply of the head of Franklin in a 
circle, the border of which is inscribed, and 
of the numeral of value, which breaks into 
the circle. It is thoroughly insignificant, 
on too small a scale, and without any featnre 
in the design which merits praise. It is a 
trumpery stamp, and no one, who in its native 
country lays out a cent for the purchase of 
a copy, will be able to say that he has got 
more than his money's worth in appearance. 

The 10 and 80 c. stamps may be described 
together. In the lower valae, the bird of 
freedom is represented, flapping his wings 
above a shield, whereon is a rather minute 
inscription — united states pobtaqb — and a, 
rather large numeral of value. A scroll, on 
which the valae is repeated in words, and 
some rather indefinite shading, complete the 
picture. The 30 cents has the advantage of 
being printed in two colours : the eagle and 
shield in rosy red ; the rest of the design, 
which, in brief, consists of supporting fiags 
on either side, in blae. The words, tbibtt 
CENTS, which cross the flags and the lower 
part of the shield, are in red. Both stamps 
look poor, the 30 c. especially, as the colour 
not being well laid on, many Bpeciraens look 
smudged, Both would be very respectable 
as a New Granadian emission, but as the 
work of the American Buik-Note Compaay, 
they are beneath notice. 
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The 15 cents is by far the motit saccossfal 
fltamp of the aeries. It is one over which an 
engraver might go into ecetaciea, so beautiful 
is the design, aod so finely is it carried out. 
If the 24 c, which is kindred to it in type, 
is not equally as succeBaful, the fault rests 
entirely with the colours. It is impossible 
to give a giiod idea of the appearance of 
these two stamps, by dry verbal description. 
They mast be Been, asd seen in an " im- 
macnlate " state, to appreciate their beauty. 
The 15 c. represents the landing of Columbus 
on American shores. The representation 
occu|:^s an oblong space in the centre of 
the stamp, of the same width as the stamp, 
and about one-third of an inch in depth, 
aud within this space are some dozen or 
' more figures in varions attitudes, Colambns 
standing in the foreground, a sword in his 
right hajid, touching the ground, and his 
left hand raised above his head. The 
picture, as it may be truly termed, is printed 
in Prussian blue, the rest of the stamp in 
brown, and the harmony of the colours pro- 
duces an inconceivably flue effect. The 24 c, 
in which the parts of the design are similarly 
arranged, and wherein the picture occupies 
about the same space, is, if anything, atill 
finer than the 15 c. ; bnt, as we have already 
■aid, the effect is not so good. The colours 
which have been chosen are : for the picture, 
black ; for the framework, a delicate green. 
The contrast is too violent, hence the picture 
looks at a diataace like a little microscopic 
photograph pasted on the stamp, and does 
not blend at all with the other portions of 
the device. Nor does the picture tell its 
story so well as that on the 15 c. We know, 
simply because we have been told, that 
it represents the surrender of Sir John 
Burgoyne, but without prior information 
we should just as soon have suppoBed it to 
be the signing of the declaration of inde- 
pendence, or almost any other great political 
act which might be, performed bj a number 
of persons sitting round a group, of which 
three or four of the figures are standing, 
and the remaining one sitting. The original 
picture at the capitol may plainly enoagh 
tell its tele, but in the minute copy before 
us the colouring of the uniforms of course is 
iiot repeated, and there is nothing at a casual 



glance to indicate that the personages re- 
presented are military men. The dreadful 
quadrille square, too, conies in to obscnre 
the background, which, for a jnst under- 
standing of the picture, cannot be too clear. 
Of such a stamp we should like to have a 
proof impression, unspoilt by these uncomely 
lines. 

In spite, however, of these external defi- 
ciencies, these stamps will always remain 
marvels even of steel engraving, and most 
creditable to their fabricators. We sincerely 
wish that the example whichhas been set, in 
the reproduction on postage stamps of great 
historical events, may be followed by other 
countries; onr collections would then he- 
interesting than they are 



annexed illustration will 
acquaint- 



at present. 



-The 




CrAMBlA. 

make our readi 

ed with the type of the two 

stamps which have just 

been issued for this colony. 
The whole design is in 
relief The colours and 
values are, fourpence dark 
brown, and sixpence dark 



Prince Edward Island. — With the ap- 
pearance of the new value for this island 
many of our readers mnat be already aware 
by this time. Still, for regularity's sake, we 
^ i_ must not omit onr usual 

flS practice of giving an 
I? illustration. Here, then, 
1] is the fruit of the Prince 
Sd Edward Island engraver's 
1^ skill and ingenuity, from 
n^ which it will be evident 
S: that he has not yet at- 
tained the ne pine ultra 
point. Eor our part, whenever we look at 
the side embellishments of this design, we 
cannot help thinking of the marvellous orna- 
mental letters which it was the custom in 
our young days to print at school, and which 
were very frequently distingniehed by jnst 
such " diamonds '' as appear on the stamp. 

Antioqcia. — Advices received by a late 
South American mail slate that the peaceful 
citizens of that abode of bliss, "New Granada, 
are again in a state of agitation, this time 
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it is Antioqnis that is trying to cast off the 
yoke of the Bepoblic, not caring, we nifty 
, to come to the " union " in their 



old 



age. 



We do not know how far these oppressed 
people have succeeded in their attempt to 
run alone, bnt oonclnde that the revolution 
has acted aa a prelude to the emission of 
postage labelfl'. 'How ever' that may bo, there 
are the stamps, and it is oor pleasing duty 
to describe them. 

They partake somewhat of tho type of the 
last issne for the Qranadioe Republic, and 
are five in number : — 

2^ centavos, blue. 
,5 „ light green. 

10 „ manvs. 

^0 „ chocolate. 

1 peso, dark rose. 

In an oval are the arms of Colombia, 
surmonnted by the typical nine • stars, and 
encircled by the inscription e. s. antioquia ; 
EE. rn. i>E coLOMDu. At tho top of each 
label is the word co&reos, and at foot is 
given the ralae. 

^ rather novel method of placing the 
figtires has been adopted in the lowest value. 
In the right-hand npper comer ia 2, in the 
left -J, the lower angles being given vine verecl, 
BO as to cause the value to read as j 2 c. 
The five cents has the fignra iu all four 
comers; but the 10 c. and 20 c. have them 
in the lower ones only. The one peso is 
innocent of numerals altogether. 

We are indebted to the Philatelic Society 
for the above particulars, they having been 
read at their last meeting. - 
■ Tkansvaal Ebfublic, — Although the pro- 
mised stamps are siilt among the things which 
are to be, we begin to hear a little more of 
them. Thus M. Moens gives a quotation 
from the 2^-anevaal Argus, of the 8th Sept., 
1868, in which reference is made to the fact 
that a stamp-printing press, coloars, and 
paper, had been ordered by the postmaster 
from Europe, and was expected to arrive in 
time to admit of the stamps being issued at 
the commencement of the present year. 
Following this up with the conjecture, that 
the first snpply of stamps would be printed 
in Enrope and sent out with the matiriel, he 
argues that it will be easily distingnishable 



from snbseqaeftt workings by the general 
superiority of the impressiona, as contrasted 
with these latter. 

St. Domingo. — There has been a Tariation 
in the colours for the two stamps of this 
republic. The medio real is now prini«d on 
very thin dull green paper, and the one real, 
with the word Mw printed thns : UN, on 
similar paper, rose colonved. 
- Mons. Moens also chronicles, as resnscita- 
tions, a medio real, of the current type on 
straw-coloored laid paper, and an "on real" 
on green, laid paper, this latter bmng dis- 
tingnifihed, like the novelty above described, 
by its haviftg the word un in large capitals. 

Italt. — The old eegna tasta stamp is, or 
rather is about to be, superseded by the an- 
nexed design. Supplies 
were sent round to the 
post-offices «l' the end 
of last, or the beginning <|l 
of the presentyear; and ; 
some of the offices- com- ' 
menced, inadvertently, j 
to nse them at once. It 
is intended, however, that the new type shall 
be kept in hand antil the stock of the old 
kind is exhausted,' so that they "will only 
gradttally come into ciroolation. The new 
design is printed yellowish-brown on white 
paper, and peribrated. Its appearance, to 
which onr cut does fulljnstice, is neat and 




Fkanob:. — ^A peouharity Wbrth noting abont 
the new journal stamps is, that they are sold 
in sheets of 101. These sheets are made np 
of ten rows of ten, and an eleventh row on 
which is one stamp and nine blank perforated 
spaces ; the hnndred-and-first stamp occupies 
the left comer of this rOw. Collectors will 
remark in this arrangement a great resem- 
blance to that adopted for the Anstrian 
series of 1858, which gave rise to the " com- 
plementary stamps ; " but the odd stamp is 
not added on this occasion to make np a ronnd 
valne : it is simply given ia gratis, and in 
fact represents the percentage allowed to 
the buyer. 

Trinidad. — ^We have received intelligence 
of the emission of a five>shitling stamp for 
this island, of which we hope to give on 
engraving shortly. tn size and general 

I, . I.LnCHV^k' 
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appeaniiicQ. we are inrormed, it resembles 
closely tbe five-shilling stamp of this couDtry, 
bat its culoar is deep lake, a bue better 
adapted, we iiaagine, for eo largo a etump 
tbtm that employed for tbe same vitlue berc. 
Without a specimen before ux, it is useless 
to give BBcoorifiry details ; we therefore 
reserve further description until next month. 

Bavarja. — Our copy of the new envelope 
stampH beai^ the deiiomiiiation of valae 
spelt thus, DBSr, which is the old-fHshioned 
way of writing this word. Oar eugraving 
and, as a matter of course, the specimen 
from which it was made, bas the word spelt 
DREI. It wonld seem, then, that there are 
two dies, but which of tbe varieties is the 
more common remains to be eeen. 

Pahaguat. — Tbe editor of Le Titnlre-Potte 
gives information that he has lately seen a 
five c. dark green of tbe same design as the 
already known red stamp of tbe same valae; 
and also a dark blue of the same valne witb 
the figare 20 in black. The appearance of 
these varieties renders tbe whole series, to 
onr mind, more finspicions than before. 

HoLLAXD, — A 14 cent stamp, for which 
Mr. Van Binsora so earnestly pleaded in a 
recent nnmber of his magazine, baa appeared, 
— shall we say, thanks to bis appeal ? It is 
of the same design as tbe 1 and 2 cents, and 
printed in a delicate and pleasing rose. Like 
the others, also, it is perforated. 

Ceylon.— The innovation of " Service " 
postage stamps has been adopted in tbis 
island. The Id., 2d., 3d., 4d., 6d., 8d., lOd., 
and 2b. stamps are found witb tbe word 
sGBviCE printed across tbe face in red on the 
6d. and 2a. — in black on tbe others, 

New Granada, — The current 10 centavoa 
is now printed in bright violet, instead of 
lilac, and the 50 c. in bloisb-green, in lieu of 
yellowisb-green, . 

Roman States. — The 20 centstamp, perw 
forated, is now issned on paper of a Solferino 
coloor, instead of deep red as bitberto. 

POBTDGAL. — The 80 reis has appeared per- 
forated. Tbe 20 r. alone is dow reqnired to 
complete the perforated set. 

GBftHANiG CoNFEDEKATJOH. — Tbe 3 kr. and 
^ and f gr. are now perforated. 

Peru. — The green one dinero is also per. 
forated. 



OUR WEST INDIAN STAMPS.— I. 

BT EDWAED L. PEMBEETON. 

Under this heading it is proposed to bring 
together a series of critical papers upon the 
stamps of the British West Indian Islands, 
which, in common with those of many of 
onr other colonies, are little known and leas 
understood. The islands under British rale 
which issne their own stamps, are (taking 
them in alphabetical order) — 
Antigua. Nevia. 

Bahamas, St. Lacia. 

Barbados. St. Vincent. 

Bermada. Trinidad. 

Grenada. Yirgin Islands. 

Jamaica. 
Tbe stamps which are least known nre 
those of Barbados and Trinidad, though 
those of each of the other islands, excepting 
perhaps Bermada and Jamaica, nre well 
worthy of a careful investigation. Those 
who desire historical and geographical ao- 
coants, must not expect them in these papers: 
attempts at condensing snob facts are neither 
pleasant to the writer nor tbo reader ; 
so I would suggest a few dips into an ency- 
clopedia, on the part of any one interested. 
In the first papers I propose to treat of 
Antigua and Barbados; thongh I am not 
able to make these accounts so exhanstive aa 
those of the Anstralian colonies, still, they 
must prove of service to all amateurs of the 
French school ; and the remarks on perfora- 
tions wil!, perbaps, save many from wasting 
valuable time in trying to determine that 
which, when found, is without significance, 
and marts no phase in tbe history of the 
stamp ; this will apply in Other cases, bat 
notably to Antigua and parts of Barbados. 

Antigua. 
Issued autumn of 1862. Design, Qoeen's 
head to left, diademed, on an engine- 
tamed ground ; name at top, valae 
below, in white letters on solid co- 
loured labels ; tbe whole within a rect- 
angalar linear frame. Values : one 
penny, tiiepence; wmk., a six-rayed star; 



1. Of design. 

There being bat one type, we have few 
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observations to make. Like all other stamps, 
they Tary mtich in the fineness of impres- 
sion. This generally resnlts from the quality 
of the paper, the coneistenoy of the colouring 
matter, and the care nsed ia printing. Very 
few, if any, are from worn dies. 

2. Of ixlpuT. 

The more specimens one sees, the more 
the penny value seems to differ in shade. 
The ■following are chronicled by the French: 

Iievranlt; 1 p. violet rougeatre, carmin ; 
6 p, vert, 

Moens : 1 p. rooge violet, rouge, vermil- 
ion ; 6 p. vert. 

Mah£ : 1 p. viol, rouge,*^ rouge carmin,"' 
vermilion ; 6 p. vert foncS."- 

The latter is the most accurate. The let- 
ters CO. afler the colour denoting that there 
ore many aecondary shades, but that the 
most prominent have been selected. This is 
the only way to act in such cases. In the 
1 p. the oldest is undoubtedly that pecaliar 
shade of chalky rose violet, which varies 
from a very dark dall tint to a pale shade ; 
from thence the rose begins to predominate, 
bat still with a chalky cast ; the violet shade 
gradnaily disappears, and the stamps ran 
into soft and delicate shades of rose and dull 
carmine rose. The present shade is some- 
thing of a vermilion and an intense orange- 
red combined, and is of dazzling brightness. 

The first shades of this came from a dark 
dnll carmine to deep carmine-red and crim- 
son, dnll rose-red and dnll brick, getting 
gradually brighter nntil the orange- vermilion 
shade was reachedj these progressive shades 
are well marked and very beaatifiil, but it is 
gwi'te impoggible to describe their peculiar 
mised tints, so that they may be easily re- 
cognized. The 6 p. value is not so variable. 
The first shade is a very deep rich green, 
gradoally becoming colder in tone nntil it 
yriB simply dark green. Later specimens 
have washy colonrs : they ore all warm 
tints of green, varying to yellow-green ■ 

3. Of paper. 

None exist without the star watermark. 
The sheets are bordered with a watermarked 
frame of five lines, and the words postaob, 
Ac. The paper varies greatly in tone and 
thickness, but, except that the later stamps 



are printed on paper which appears to get 
thinner by each mail (some specimens which 
I have being exceedingly thin), these varia- 
tions are of little moment, as they indicate 
nothing. 

4. Of perfuralion. 

According to the French, there are four 
varieties of perforation. 

MaU: 15, 14, 14|, 15i. 

Levranlt : 14, 16, 16{. 

It wonld be a natural conclnsion to form, 
from the above manner of qnoting these, that 
these three or four perforations only oocar 
one at a time on one stamp. It was only 
when I had made a wearisome examination 
of them, that I arrived at the facta which I 
am going to commnnioate. A siniple perfo- 
ration I call one which occors on alt sides of 
a stamp, and happily this is the rule. A 
compound perforation is an eiceptioo, and 
shows two or more perforations upon one 
stamp. I found that the great m^ority of 
the Antignas had a compound perforation ; 
the simple perforati<ms I discovered were 
14, 14^, and 15. Of these, 15 alone was 
common. As a rale the compound perfora- 
tions were two on one stamp ; one top and 
bottom, another at sides. For the purpose 
of arriving at all the iaots of the matter, I 
gu^;ed an immense namber of specimens 
with the following bewildering results : 
Simple perforations, 14, 14J, and 15. 
Compound perfs., 14 by 14^, by 15, by 151. 
141, by i5_ by 15|. 
15, by 15|. 

From the above table and the apecimena 
examined, I come to the conclasion, that 
there are but two perforating machines used, 
but which, from being of inferior make 
perhaps, vary a trifle, causing these bewilder- 
ing combinations. The two machines, I 
take it, are : 14^, varying from 14 ; and 15, 
varying to 15j. In addition to this, I con- 
clude that these two are used in combination, 
for the perforating of all the Antignan, 
stamps ; and, from nnsevered part sheets, I 
can positively af&rm that this is so. I am 
not publishing this in the expectation that it 
will give even earnest philatelists unmiti- 
gated delight to collect these varieties; 
simply to deter them from wasting valuable 
time, in seeking to make into separate seta 
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the perforatioDB as given hy preriouB cata- 
logaes : it is impoeeible to do it. Only one 
conclasion can be arrived at, which is, Uiat 
in the caae of Antignan Btamps, the perfora- 
tiona are of no asBietance to classifioation ; 
and that, as tfaej occur ia oombinationB, 
their study ia to be deprecated, as a waste 
of time, and as productive of no good resnlta. 

5. Of obliteration. 

This is a subject npoa wfaiob I intend to 
touch in all my future papers. Obliteratiug 
marks have been sadly neglected by most of 
ns. If we consider the number of coUeotors 
who make used stamps the general rale for 
their collections, we shall see that we open 
a fresh source of inquiry to them ; and the 
greater onr knowledge, the less onr liability 
to be victimised by foi^ries and snch like 
vermin. I am not aware of any other post- 
mark than the well-known A02 occurring; 
The mark is traneveree oval, three lines 
above and below, with two on each side. 

Befbrekce List of the STiMPs or Antiod*. 
§ One penny; perf, 14 to 15^, usually 

corapoand ; wmk., star. 
a. Paper varying in thickness, but never 
thin, 

1. — Chalky rose-violet all shades. 

2.— Dull peach-rose „ 

3.— Chalky-rose 

4.— Dull carmine-rose 
18G8. .5.— Crimson-rose (light) 

6.— Brick-red „ 

7. — Orange- vermilion „ 

6. Very thin paper. 

tS. — Pale crimson-rose (dull) varying. 
9— Brick-red „ 

10. — Orange- vermilion „ 

§ Sixpence ; perf,, 14 to 15|, usually com- 
pound ; wmk., star. 
a. Paper varying in thickness, but never 
thin. 

11. — Bioh dark green, varying to ") 
12. — Dark cold green. t 

13. — Deep warm green, varymg to 7 
15. — Washy yellow-green, J 



died at Xortbleoch. who had been in his oL ^ 

twenty vean MBt, utd before be entered the b( 
app«n» he bad 1«8( boUi his hands. 



THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
The Committee having met on the 1st of 
M^, at Mr. Fhilbrick's chambers (Temple, 
E.U.), the president in the chair, the minutes 
of the preceding meeting were read and 
approved. 

A letter was read from Mr. Pemberton, on 
the subject of raising the subscription, and 
in favour of electing members at present 
without ballot. 

It was proposed by Dr.Viner,and seconded 
by Mr. Speranza, " that the subscription 
should be increased to ten shitlinga." This 
was agreed to, it being considered that the 
ori^nal rate was not high enough to cover 
the expenses of a really useful society. 

On the proposal of the President, it was 
decided that the election of members should 
be carried on according to the fourth rule. 

It was agreed that the general meeting 
be again postponed to the 29th May, in 
order to give amateurs time to enrol them- 
selves as members of the society. After the 
proposal of various names, the meeting 
adjourned till the 16th nit. 

The conimittee again met on the 15th ult., 
the President occupying the chair. Mr. 
Atlee read letters from gentlemen desirons 
of joining tlie society, and their election was 
then proceeded with. 

Mr. Speranza then raised the question 
as to the expedieocy of increasing the sub- 
scriptions for lady members above the 
original rate of six shillings, and after a 
discussion, joined in by all present, it was 

So posed by Mr. Speranza, seconded by 
r. Hayns, and carried new. con. : — 

" That ladies be admitted as members on 
payment of a subscription of six shillings." 

Mr. Atlee stated, that iu consequence of 
having to leave town upon basincss, he was 
compelled, much to his regret, to resign the 
office of secretary, but would act until the 
general meeting, 

Mr. Hayns, on being asked, kindly con- 
sented to £11 the place vacated through Mr, 
Atlee's resignation. 

A letter was read from Mr. Hughes 
Hughes, giving a description of a series of 
stamps for the Columbian State of Antioquia. 

The following were placed qn the agenda 
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for the next meeting : — A paper to be read 
hy tlie President, on " The discovery of tbe 
earliett Sydney stamps," and on " Proofs of 
tlie Sydney views ;" and a deBcription of a 
stamp for fiorov itch), by Mr. Uayna. 

Tbe meeting then adjonrned until the 29th 
of May. 

THE HAWAIIAN FORGE RT. 
Is " Odp Contemporaries" for last mouth, 
we quoted Mr. Pembertoa's description of 
a yery fine and dangerous forgery of the 
Hawaiian 13 c., head. We have since 
examined a specimen, and can safely say we 
never saw a connterfeit so well calcnlat«d, 
from its esact imitation of the original, to 
deceive the nnwary. 

We are happy to he able, on the testimony 
of a thoronghly trustworthy stamp dealer, 
to trace home this forgery to its sonrce. 
We need not give our informant's name, aa 
we are quite prepared to take the responsi- 
bility of our statement upon ourselven. He 
states, then, that be has received tmia 
Charles A. Ltford, of Boston, Massachu- 
setts, the publisher of The New England 
Journal of FMlalelij, a large quantity of these 
forged thirteen cents, aud aa he is the person 
malciug a trade of this imposture, it now 
lies on him to show he is not also the fabri- 

We publish the name and address of this 
gentleman, that the dealers of this country 
may be daly forewarned, and accept nothing 
which cornea from, suoli a source. There are 
plenty of genuine stamps in oiistence, out 
of which any dealer, with ordinary caution, 
can mate a fair profit; and we hope that by 
putting a stop to Mr. Lyford's illicit gains, 
we may inculcate in him a belief that honesty 
is, after all, the best policy. 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

The Londox Letteb Cahbiebs have adopted a nnw 
atyle of uniform. For tbe open tunic hitberto worn, a 
button-up tunic, vith b stand'Up collar and the diHtrict 
ioitisls, uuteud of tbe letters "G.F.O.," has been substi- 
tuted. A bandsome Isatber waisC-bett bas been added to 
tbs unkform. 

Nmt Buildiho in LEmm-BoiM.— At Baneor- 
Isacwd, near Wrexbam, a tun-tit cotomenced buiLdiag 
its neet in tbe letter-box of Dr. Priee, and iltbougb its 
Buteriole were continually [oiaoTed,lbe little bird still 
peniited, and there reign* undistU[bed,h>ving laid several 



eggs. Another, possessing the siimu inslinci of liberty, has 
taken up her abode in tbe lett/^r-bo.t of Sir. E. Lcistb, and 
U oaiCe undisturbed by thnt gentleman and thi' nnstman. 
Walks amd theiu IlEWAau.— The 



of the Ostraldkirk postal district huvo preseDted Iheii 
poal-meescnger with a silver teapot and stand, and i 
purse of gold, as a mark of their esteem. He baa belt! 
his siluaUon twenty-one years, and has never failed tc 



' are united by an esteraal frama 
of a single line. Each of the three is exactly like the 
others in point of design, which is of tbe aiiuplest : in 
the centce, on a square disk of colour, are the vvrds. ohb 
PE.VNY, MiURiTius ; the marginal inscriptions at top 
and bottom, read together, aro TespectiTely : tiust op 

BXCHANOE, iECOND OP EXCHANOG, and TBISD OP 

EXCHiJiOE— the word "eiehange" occupies the lower, 
and the other two words the upper mureiu. These threa 
stamps when required for use have only to be separated 
from each other, and placed each one on the bill ot 
exchange to which it refers. The system is simple and 
senublc, and lihelj to be more widely adopted. 

Our Mauritius correspondent, who sends us specimens 
of the above deacribed stamps, says that '" ' " 



of the now extinct di 



COBRESPONDENCE. 

THE AUSTRIAy JOTJTtNAL-TAX ST-UIP— 

FOUR KREUZElt, BIIOWN. 

Ta tht Edi/er^ "Tub SxAMP-CoLi,BCtOtt'8 Maqazine." 

Sib,— Paasiug through Vienna towards the middle o( 

last month, I bad occasion to call at a bookwUer'a. 

While waiting to bo seiyed,! noticed on the counter about 

a dozen copies of a recent number of the lUuilrafed 

Londan Hiwi, on each of which was affiled an unused 

i kr. brown Austrian journs!-tox stamp (arms, square). 

How can this be reconciled with a statement of tho 

Minister of Finance, quoted from Thi Fhiialeliit, in the 

May number of your magazine, page 69 ) The papoia 

were only for sale to subscribers, or I should have had 

much pleasure in sending fco* your inspection a specimen of 

the stamp in question. The only way I can account for its 

re-appBaranoe is, by supposing that it has been reprinted 

for use, and that the Minister of Finance must be mistaken. 

I am, Sir, yours folttkfitllT, 

Biuiogiit-Sur-MeT. ' E. S. 

FORGED -WATERMARKS. 

Jb(As£ai(0ro/"THESTlUE-Coi.LEi:TOE'BMAC3AIIKB.'" 

Sia,— Among the many oipediente employed by stamp 
fabricators, I do not remember haring seen the manu- 
facture of watermarks described. The following ease, 
therefore, which came under my oim observation, may 
con fey a wholesome and welcome caution to collectors. 

A short time ago, a stamp, professing to be a GO crazio 
of Tuscany, was sent to me for my acceptance, at a 
moderate priee. Uu the face of it, it had a fair and 
inviting appearsuce ; and on holding it up to the ligbt, a 
watermark of three nearly parallel lines, at unequal 
distances and dilierent breadths, WM >ery dutiiictlj to be 

I, I . Gooi^c 
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seen. But on hfuidUDg the Bttunp, it eeaned to be 
oomewluit vmk in the bodt, and this weainesa, I obaetred, 



mark more clonely ; and then it vaa eTident (o me that 
the paper had been tbijinei) an-ay along this liae bv H>me 
mechanical procesa— u also in the other two lines, though 



Thifl trick, of oourae^ could not be easily 
practised, ejteept in cnsea where the watermark consisted 
of straight liiiea, as in same of the TuBcany stamps. 
I am, voun truly, 
Wirkneaith. T. H. B. 

PEOPOSED NEW ISSUE FOE MAUBITIUS. 
To fi^ .EUiVar a/ '•The Stami'-Cou.bctob'sMaoazine." 
Deab Sie, — A paragraph in your article on QOTelties 
for last monlh says that the poBtmast er at Slauriliua denies 
the issue of 29. stamps, or that such an iseue was ever 
contemplated. Seeing this, I have made inquuy upon 
the subject, and I find that the Colonial Seeretarv wrote 
to the cro'wn agenls foe the colonies on the 18th January 
this year, and asked for a supplj of adhesive slampa of 
each of the following colours and denominations ; — 



— MflUYO 



6d.— Violet. 
8d.— Brown. 



Is.— Canary. 
2s.— Pink, 
3s,— Orange. 

5i. — Magenta. 



An entirely new issue woe intended, and a deagn sug- 
gested to De La Rue— the subject, Pietsr Botte, a mountain 
m the island. De la Bue recommended that this should 
not be engraved, but the present Queen's head 
as lera eKpensive, and a ' ' '"'" 

alteratioDB are, however, 
so, although w 
have, at any n 

London. 
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THE PERMANENT ALBITM, 
To the Eiitor of "■ The SiAMF-CoLLEcroit'a Mao.viinb." 
JlEAa Sib,— Allow me to say a few words in replj tc 

?iur carreapondent, " P. I. A.," on Ihe above subject, 
irat, he Btatea that the permanence of my album seems 
veiy precarious. If he refers to my letter, he ~" — 
that 1 said, " I am aware that the all 
truly permanent 



above described 

._. Certainly, no 

It may suffice, — ~'' — 



one book can 

nould, for ten or fifteen yet 
making it of an unwieldy — 
Beem to bo very confident respecting the peimancni 
his own album, altliough -• •- •" --"-"* -' < 
volumes, or possibly more, i 
the collector might put eta 
" if bard pressed by new issi 
that if the owner of an albi 
" that album can 



.. jf three 

remarks that in time 

I the left-hand page. 

Now it is self-evident, 

hard pressed by 



Swondly, 

by nio is "not that which now seems to be Eener^ny 
considered best" I think that if he will take the trouble 
to refer to the numerous letters in 2'hi Ulamp-ColUctor' a 
Magazine on this subject, he will find that prepared spaces 
aiZ a catalogue are there favoured by the major- "• 
also are maps and toned paper. An album lil 
proposed by P. I. A. w6uld need great 



like thct 



^ . , that the collector could 

annotate on the otherwise blank lef^hand page, or, in 
after yeara, mount new varieties on them, t^ Uiat ha 
would have same pages with written notes, others with 
stampa, and possibly some with notes and stamps jnter- 
luingled! One more remark, audi havedone. He says, 
that in time additional leaves may be inserted on 
the guards, which, to prevent bulging, the book might 
be rebound with now guards. I do not quite under^ 
Bland thia. Is it the guaSis or the additional feavec which 
are to be rebound ? If it is not either, then does P. I. A. 
mean the album itself? If so, I do not think many 
vould approve of hia auggestion, as it would entail much 
extra trouble and expense. To sum up, all tliat 
P. I. A. requires, to constitute a permanent album, ia 
several blank books, with names of countries, &c., printed 
at the top of some of the pngea. He would have no 
geographical statiBtlcs, no anus, enEravings, ok other 
useful information ; simply a large edition of a scliool- 
bov's first album ! I leave it for philateliats to decide 



Thanking you for in 



I am, yours truly. 



A HOVEL SUGGESTION. 
roi*«i</iViiro/"THEST*Mr-CoLLFcrou'BllAOAiniB," 

Sut,— I have long desired to offer an opinion on the album 
question, and should hare done so before this, had I not 
Uinught that the subject had been dropped, 

It IS very evident that a really peniianent album can 
only be furmed on the chronological system, the principal 
fault of which is, that the stamps of all countries are 
jumbled up together in the greatest confusion. This 
defect might be iu some degree obviated, bv amuiging in 
one volume all the stamps up to 1866 or '67 in the usual 
manner, that is to say, geogruphically ; and in a second 
volume pursuing the chronological system. 

But what I want most to speak of is this : It seems to 
me tliat all good collections (I mean all those amounting 
to more than fourteen or lifteen hundred) ought not to be 
kept in albums at all, but in eabintli. A cabinet of 
thirty or forty drawers, eaeh drawer about two feet 
square end hau or three quarters of an inch deep, would 
hold any reaaonablu collection. The drawers should be 
hmid with dark blue velvet; the material and general 
gct-up of the cabinet being of course left to choice. The 
advantages of this plan would be immense. In the first 
place, as the stamps would be only laid in rows on the 
velvet, and not fastened down in any way, they could be 
inspected on both sides : and the back of a stamp is often 
almost as interesting as the face. Again, the lack of 
specimens would not be very observable, for all the 



would allow of theh lying one half over the other. 

If we come to consider the matter seriously, it seems 
very absurd to stick stamps in books at all, for who would 
put a collection of coins in an album, were such a thing 
practicable ? If we do show only one side of the stamp, 
we ought at least to have two specimens: one showing 
the taee ; and the other, the back. 

For myself, I have atpfe«enta Very large thick Tolame 
of fine stout white paper, made to order, which I hava 
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ruled on the principle of Lallicr'a, onlj muoh more 
oompletsly. There are »pacei fcr all koown stamps (not 
including proofs or esgaj ■), and all vaiictieB, and there ia 
plenty of room left for fature issues. tTotvithgtandins, 
1 Btmll ghortly, I hope, transpose my stampa into * cabinet 
like I h«re described. 
Apologizing for the length of my letter, 

I renmin, youn truly, 



DATES OP EMISSION OF THE AU8XBIAN 

JOUENAL-TAX 8TA11FS. 
- To Ihf Editerof'Taa STAMP-CoLLEcroB'B Maoazinb." 
SlE, — In your reTiew of "Our Contemporaries." in your 
number for last month, vou have doue me the honour of 
referring to some remarks I made in TAt FhilaliiUi. on 
the J'eprints of certain Austrian stamps, in which 1 called 
ia qu&tioD the atatementa of some previous writers, and, 
amongst others, those of the author of the article on 
BeprintB, which has appeared in your December munber. 
I oonfesa now thati ought \a haie seen by the context, that 
by the "twoiSfiUtampe," the author intended the two 
Bianipa with the head of the emperor to left; hut I was led 
UtrHy by hia opening renarks, for he commences tiy saying, 
tbatcontinuisghifleiaminationoftheAuBtrianBenes,"'We 
come upon the reprints of the Austrian newspaper lai 
itamp^ those of tB6S and 1861." h'ow the two atamps 
*ilh the head of the emperor to the leil are not news- 

Sper tax stamps, but newspaper postage stamps, and the 
teof their issue is not 1S61. 

It may not be without interest to mention the dates of 
iitue of the several nevapiuier postage stamps, oompiled 
from offleial wurees. The hat has appeuvd m one of the 
continental magazines, but may not be known to all your 

The bine Uercury was issued on the tat of January, 
1851, in virtue of a deoree dated the 12th of September, 
1800. Its.ralue was l-60th part of a Serin conTentiou 
money. 

The yello w and the rose Merouriee were issued also on 
the 1st of January, 1851, in virtue of a decree dated the 
3Fd of December, 1850. The value of the former waa 
l'6th part of a florin convention money, and of the latter 
G-eths of a florin conveatioa monev. 

The rose Mercury was suppressed by a decree dated the 
9th of October. 1862. 

The yellow Mercury wai BU]:f)ntsBed by a decree of the 
20th of March, 1836, and lephued by the red Mercury of 



The blue and red Meieuries were both suppressed by a 
decree of the 4th of October, 18(8, which substituted for 
them the single stamp of the head of the erap«or to the 
left in blue. This latter stamp was issued on the 1st of 
November, 1858, and was ot the value of I-lOOth part of 
a silver Austrian florin. 

On the 12th of March, 1880, this latter stamp wag re- 
placed by the head of the emperor to the left in lilac, 
and this stamp continued in use imtilthe lAhof Janutoy, 
1801, when it was superseded by the head of the emperor 
to the right in various shades of lilac, issued in virtue of 
a decree dated the 21st of December preceding. The 
doubls-headed eaele replaced this latter etsmp on the 1st 
of December, 1863. 

The whole ot the above stamps have been reprinted. 
I am, yonrs, Ac., 

A FAEI5LUI COLLECTOB. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

InaunrrrvE, BristoL— We are not aware that say 
postage or othisr atampa have b«Mi iiaued by tha CnW 
insureents. 

A Schoolboy, Bedruth.— The pamphlets on " Forged 
Stamps, and how to detect them," written by Mews. 
Femberton, J. H. Stourton, and T. Dalston, are now out 

A Cbe9T Collectob. — Our jmMishere wUl shortly 
issne a)iewserieeirfereBtalbuiDS,uiaoheap.aBd attracdva 
form. EuU paitioulars will appeariu foitheomiiig adver- 
tisements. 
J. F. L., Huylater. — "Hie Germany newspaper-band 
1 ;i..j . >_, ^ liecember 



good enough to giye. 
K. L. TTS.— We think your Adams ft Co. Eipten 
w impreesiaB, but we are doubtful 



your Adams ft Co. 

stamp ia decidedly a new iraprr--— "■ 

if it is not &mn the genumt 



J. L. D. 5. — Your Nalal stamps are identical with our 
set of reprints, and we have no doubt they arc such. You 
will End the colours are not eiact to the old stamps of the 
issue. The fact that they are reprinle ia oonoluded by the 
fact of the bright yellow stamp amouK them. 

L. W. D., Philadelphia.— The St. Domingo 2reale8 ia 
decidedly a forgery | the 2 rie, of Honduras of which we 
have for a long time been sospiciona, is, it would now 
seem, genuine. Copies have been received on letten 
direct ironi the country, obliterated with penstrokes. 

F. E. CaVell, Saimimdham.— Your tHend'a way of 
collecting ia simple but rather uninteresting. He gets tiie. 
values of each country, and oiraages them in order, 
beginning on tlie left with the lowest value ; and, as ve 
understand, if be gets a spedmen of all the vafnei which 
have been issued, he is eontenC. He does not trotUile to 
collect the various emissions at all. 

J. H. E.| Scarborough.— The Roumanian stamps yon 
refer to are described in the present number. — There are 
DO 3 or 20 bani in existence.~The current 10 e. Dutch 
Indies has appeared perforated, but no new series has yet 
been emitted. Tlianka for yeur mention of stamps not 
noticed in our last list. Some wer« not out whan tiie list 
was made—the SO mis Portugal, perf., tor inatauca ;— but 

"" emitted by accident. 

. _ , .[ochdale.— S' ' ' 
French colony, 
empire ; but there being a great quantity of British 
property there, the town and the counuy within a radius of 
thirty miles round has been placed under the protection 
of tluB oouQtry, with a view more especially to prevent 
the inroads of the rebels. — 2. IJberia is not a colony of 
the United Stales, but a free republic under the United 
States protection.— 3. Slngapoie stamps and Straits 
Settlements stamps are the same thing ; Singapore is the 
chief town of the Settlements. 

P. J. A., Nairn— It ia true that one or two of the 
Berlin fisoal stamps have been aecidentally used for 

Ctage, but their employment iu this manner has never 
a sanctioned ; and for our part, we should not care to 
coUect unused specimens of these stamps : used copies, 
which have passed through the post, aps the only ones 
which would be aeceptAblu to us. — We cannot give you 
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETr. 
The first geoeral meeting of this society waa 
beld at Great George Street, WestmiuBter, 
on Saturday, tlie 29th of Kuy, the chair 
being occupied by the president. All the 
geDtlemen composing the committee at- 
tended, and with the presence of members 
the meeting was a most satis&ctory one. It 
was opened by the president, who Baid ; — 

" The first thing to be doae is to proceed 
to the election of officers for the ensuing 
year, those gentlemen now acting having 
been only elected temporarily, and by them- 
selves, as the fonoders of the society, and 
they now place themselves in the hands of 
the members, to be eilher individually re- 
elected or superseded, as may be considered 
most snitablo to the interests of the society. 
Before the members proceed to elect the 
officers for the year ending in May, 1870, 
I should liked to have given tb^m some idea 
as to the present position of the philatelic 
society; in fkct I had hoped to have had the 
reports ready for this meeting, but have 
been disappointed by the printer. 

" The nnmber of members admitted to 
the society up to this date is thirty-five ; 
and although we have begnn in a very small 
way, and have hitherto held all onr meetings 
in rooms lent by one or other members of 
tho society, I hope we may exercise mnch 
inflaence in increasing philatelic knowledge 
amongst aollecUxB, 

" In reepect to the treasnrer's acconnt I 
have not any report to make, so little cash 
having been expended as to make it useless 
to do so." 

The president, ia offering the names of 
the committee for re-election, stated that it 
would be an advantage to have an assistant 
secretary, so as to relieve the secretary in 
case of his absence or pressnre of bnsinesa, 
and that the gentleman so acting should be 
added to the committee of direction. This 
was carried nnanimonsly, and W. Donglas 
. Hemming, Esq., was elected to fill that post. 

Mr. Hnghes Hughes observed that he did 
not think the members could do better than 
to appoint the gentlemen who had acted np 
to the present date, and had great pleasure 
in offering the resolution: "That the old 



committee should be retained." This being 
seconded by Mr. de Tsasi, was carried nem. 
eon. The committee is therefore the same 
aa before, with Mr. Hayns as secretary, and 
the addition of Mr, Hemming as assistant 
secretary, Mr. Atlee being one of the mem- 
bers of committee. 

Mr. Speranza then proposed, and Mr, 
Atlee seconded, that " should any Tacancy 
or vacancies occnr in the committee during 
the year for which they are elected, that 
these vacancies be filled np by members 
elected by the committee." This was 
carried. 

Papers were then read " On the Earliest 
Sydney Stamps," and " On Proofs of the 
Sydney Threepence Views," by the preei- 
dent ; " On a Now Russian Local," by the 
secretaiy. These papers were replete with a 
vast fund of interesting and useful informa- 
tion, and that of the president on the Earliest 
Sydney is of great value, as proving, beyond 
doubt, the genuineness of these rMherehS 
stamps. 

Mr. Femberton remarked that in perusing 
the report of the select committee referred 
to in the president's paper, he was much 
struck by a statement therein made, which 
seemed to bear out in some sort, the 
varieties of colour of the threepenny stamps 
of Sydney, chronicled in the earlier edition 
of Mount Brown's catalogue, where, besides 
the green, are mentioned a brown and a 
flesh (or pink). He had seen stamps which 
appeared to be brown, but with au olive 
tmt; and the report named the colours of 
the threepenny stamps to be green, brown, 
and pink. After discussing this point, and 
examining examples of the so-called brown 
label, the decided opinion of the members 
was, that they were only green stamps 
changed in colour, and that the pink or 
Sesh-colonred gtamp was a myth. 

At thenext general meeting Mr. Pemberton 
has promised to read a paper on " Confederate 
Locals." 

On the proposition of Mr.Hughea Hughes, 
and the seconding of Dr. Yiner, a unani- 
mous vote of thanks was passed to the 
president for bis kind conduct in the chair, 
and for his very interesting papers. 

The-meeting then adjourned until Satur- 
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day tbe 26th of June, at 3 p.m., at Great 
George street. 

The oommitieo met on Saturday, the 12th 
ult., and af(«r transacting the UBuaL business, 
a letter was read bj Mr. Erskiiie relating; to 
the stamps of Java. It was from the Eev. 
Dr. F. Smith, who was for five years the 
chaplain of the cosanlate \i\ Java, and was 
to the effect that the Dutt^h Guiana label 
had never been current there, but one 
"similar to our 'Queen's head 'on the letter's 
envelope, same colour, with bead of the 
king of Holland, value ten cents." Mr. 
Erskine hoped shortly to be able to place 
one of those impressions before the members. 

The secretary read some, interesting re- 
marks respecting the ooncoctiona for Paj-a- 
eaay, which he had received in. 18(i4 from a 
Iriend residing in Ascunciou, The writer 
sajs : — " The other day I got bold of the 
postmaster-general, and obtained the whole 
history of the so-called Paraguayan postage 
stamps. He assures me that they never 
existed. The fact is, tbat when the general 
was in London or Paris, some enterprising 
printer called upon him with the design 
(which, by the bye, is a copy of the impres- 
aion on the one real notes), a lion impaled, 
Ac, and a few were printed in various 
colours as specimens, but they were never 
issued, and unless the postage system is 
entirely changed, never will be." 

The writer having returned from Paraguay, 
Mr. Hayns vfTote him respecting the stamps 
with ship in oval, and received the following 
reply : — 
. DeakSto, — Inantwcrla your question, I beg to inform 

ri that atainps ace not, and never have beeu, used in the 
public of Parusuav. 



'. MASTERMAN, 
-.rjHo ■ ■ 



Late Assistant- Surgeon, Gi 

AscuQctun drt 
W. E. Hayns, Esq. 

The committee then adjourned until June 
2Cth. 

We are requested to state, by a member 
of the society — who observed the reply we 
made last month to a correspondent who 
inquired what would be done with the 
subscriptions — that the moneys received will 
be applied, in the first place, to defray 
necessary expenses, and with the balance it 



is proposed to pi'int and publish monographs 
of the emissions of certain countriea, and 
distribute them, gratis, to the snbscribera. 
Eventually, it may be possible to isane a 
complete and elaborate catalogue of stamps. 



OUR WEST INDIAN STAMPS.— U, 

BY EDWAliD L. tEMBEBTOH. 

Bahbasos. 

I. l3S[;BDin 1852. Design: Britannia seated, 
with ship in distance, on an engine' 
turned ground; name in white letters 
on a straight label below ; star in each 
angle ; no value given, no wmk, ; green 
(J p.), blue (1 p.). red, Ac; (4 p.). 

II. — Issued {?). Design as above, but value 
below, and name in white letters in a 
curve on the ground above ; no wmk. 
Sixpetioe, one tliilUn^. 

1. Of denign. 

There are no deviations from the above 
descriptions. 

2. Of colour. 

As might be expected with stamps in use 
for so many years, there is considerable 
variation in colour. The oldest green upon 
blued paper are: blue-green, dark green, 
green, and yellow-green ; upon white and- 
yellowish papers, it runs through shades 
of green, and bright (slightly yellow) green; 
the first perforated are yellow-green, and 
since then we find all shades of deep rich. 
green, and dark green, and shades of cold 
washy green, both yellowish and bluish ; 
later shades are soft yellow-green and bright 
green ; these last are not very distinct im- 
pressions, and have a peculiar softness of 
colour, which will prevent them from being 
confounded with earlier impressions of some- 
what the same shades. The oldest blue 
upon blued paper are in very deep rich blue ; 
later, upon a paler blued paper, in ordinary- 
shades of blue, pale blue, and sky blue; on 
real white paper, we meet with the same 
rich blue, but in more variety, the pale 
shades being scarce ; these shades are liable 
to a black discolonration in parts, which 
quite alters the beauty of their shades. It 
is curious that many of our colonials, which 
are printed in blue inks, are liable to an 
unsightly discolouration whilst) thoy are in 
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an albnm ; indeed, we may observe, many 
cherished specimens taia nearly black befVire 
our eyes ; the dkuse I cannot explain, neither 
ctin I enggest any preventive, thongh many 
things have been tried. The earliest per- 
forated blue are in a bright shade, also in 
deep blue, pal&, and sky blae; after these, 
nil shades, exoepting dark ones, includiiig 
many in washy bine, matching the green of 
the same class. The red went through 
shades of dull roae-rcd, and suddenly 
changed to a rust-red. The first Cd. 
(imperf ) is in a rich shade of lake-red, Hud 
BO is the first perforata ; the next shade is of 
a vermilion cast, dark and rich, but not 
bright, then through orango-red shades, to 
an intensely bright rosy vermilign, which is 
the current shade. The Is. is black ; imperf. 
it usually has, a slight tinge of sejiia, but 
very slight; there is a pare black likewise, 
also a brownish black, but this I think a 
discoloaration. In the perforated Is., we 
find brown-black, groy-black, and a dnll 
black, the last, rery ollen, a smeared impres- 

Ko distinctive wmk. exists. The first 
stamps were upon paper chemically blued 
by the gum, of two classes; 

a. Paper bard and roughish, blueing not 
often penetrating to the &ce of the stamp ; 
varies from very thick to ordinary thickness. 

b. Paper smoother and crixper, blueing 
penetrates all over the stamp ; never thick, 
but of an ordinary thickness, varying to very 
thin. 

Of the first class, the blue is found upon 
the thickest paper, which is in consistency 
like cartridge paper ; on ordinary paper, we 
find both blue and green ; all of this class 
are rare, the blae on cartridge paper being 
virtaally unattainable. The second class 
varies much in stoutness of paper, some 
being almost pelnre, but these are raro; in the 
paler shades, the paper is often so faintly 
blued, that it requires some littlo experience 
to distinguish them from those upon white 
paper. Upon white paper, those not perf. 
are found upon a stoat white paper, upon an 
opaque paper of ordinary thickness, and 
upon a ertsper paper, hiirdly ever ao thick, 
lost pelnre, and always less 



opaque; another variety is apon yellowish 
paper, usually rather soft, of which the 
green impressions are commonest. The 
same varieties may be noticed in the perf. 
set, excepting the yellowish paper, which 
appears peculiar to the imperf. set. 

4. Of perforation. 

According to the French, there are four 
varieties of perforation. 

Mah6: 14,141 15_ 151. 

Levrault : 14, 14^, 15. 

The above, with the addition of 12 1, 13^, 
and 16, will bo complete. As with Antigua, 
the vast majority of the Barbados stamps 
exhibit endless and contusing combinations, 
from 14 to 16 in this instance. 

The only simple perforations which appear 
to us to be worthy of a place are 12^ and 
14. Doth these are simply indentations of 
the mdest nature, frequently doing no more 
than just raise the paper; in consequence of 
this, as modes of severance, neither of these 
perforations were successful, and we very 
seldom meet with specimens which have 
been separated by the perforation; on the 
contrary, the perforations have been mostly 
ignored, and scissors preferred, so that on 
some specimens we may see the imperfect 
perforations as clean and intact, on two or 
more sides, as when made. The inexperienced 
must take care not to confound these im- 
perfectly perforated stamps with imperforato 
ones. The green stamps seem most liable to 
this, but as no imperforate of the shade of 
those perforated 12^ or H are known, there 
need be little fear. With 12| we can only 
find the green stamps ; with 14, we find 
green and blue ; the red ia not found with 
either of them, neither ia the red known in 
an imperforate state (i'. e., there ia no copy 
inoaro, the margins of which are so good as 
to render the specimen indisputable) ; for 
several reasons, however, we feel a conviction 
that the variety exists, but why it should be 
so rare we cannot explain. This imperfect 
perforation is by no means common, the 
green 12| being the rarest ; it could not 
have had a long existence. The perforation 
next adopted, and which seems the same as 
that in use, is a compound of 14^ by 15^; 
hut 08 they will ea«h vary half a dent either 
above or below these numbers, wo get 
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every conceivable combmation, from 14 to 
16. It is true, we find specimena simply 
perforated 14|, 15, and 15|, but we can only 
ascribe them to accident. The earlier speci- 
mens had the dents finely and cleanly cut, 
and show 14}, 15, and 15^, in eimple perf. 
We shonld from these incline to think them 
clear varieties, only we have fine and 
cleanly-ei(t specimens showing 14J by 15J, 
Ui by 16, 15 by 16, and 15J by 16, which 
settles the matter. 

Beferekcb List. 
(■■ means varying in shade). 
1852, No Talae given ; no wmk. 
§ Paper blued by gum. Imperforate. 

a. Cartridg-e paper; blaeness not pene- 
trating all over fece of stamp. 
1. — Deep rich bine. 
a. Ordinary paper; blneness not pene- 
trating all over face of stamp. 
2. — Dark green. 
3. — Deep rich bine.*" 
4.— Chalky blue. 
h. Ordinary paper, smooth, and deeply 
blaed. 

5 . — Bine-green. 
6. — Bich green ."■ 
7. — Yellow-green . 

8. — Deep bine,'- smeary impressions. 
9. — Darker bine.*- 
10.— Dark greeny blue ) b„s imprenioni ; 
11. — Chalky blue }■ il & laofUnhaTB 

12.— Sky bine ) " Bteeny shade. 

13.— Red. 
h. Felare paper, smooth, and deeply blued. 
14. — Deep blue. 
§ Paper white. Imperforate. 
e. Thick paper. 
15. — Bright green. 
IC. — Deep rich blue. 
17.— Pure blue. 
18.— DuU blue. 

d. Ordinary paper, opaque. 
19. — Deep green. '■ 

20. — Bright green. 
21.— Deep rich bine. 
22.— Bright blue. 
23.— Deep blue. 
24.— Darker blue. 

e. Thinner paper, crisp, less opaque. 



25. — Deep green. 
26.~Bright blue. 
27.— Dull blue. 
28.— Deep bine. 
29.— Darker blue. 
30.— Chalky blue. 
/. Yellow paper, nsually thin and soft. 
31. — Bright jellow green. 
32.— Deep bine. 
33.— Sky bine. 

(To it tonHHiud.) 



THE DEVICE ON THE SCINDE 
STAMP. 

BT FENT01.1A. 

Some time since the Sciade stamp was the 
anbject of considerable discussion in the 
pages of this magaaiue. Whether there 
were more than one valae iasned, or whether 
they were embossed on envelopes, and that 
on the fiap only, contrary to ail precedent 
(except the Russian and Finland stamps), 
as stated in Ths Philatelht of Jniy, 1867, has 
never been clearly elucidated. I am nnable 
to throw any further light on these still 
doubtful points, nor have I succeeded in 
obtaining any fresh information respecting 
the postal history of the stamp; but it 
occurs to me tbat a few remarks on the 
design in the centre, and its connection with 
that grand old institution — the defunct East 
India Company, might not prove nninterest- 
ing. As re^rds the form of the design, the 
writer (G. B., of London), at p. 125 of vol. 
v., describes it most accurately, bat In stating 
that " it appears very frequently on theii- 
coins," I think he must mean on those only 
np to 1800. At any rate, in my limited 
experience I have met with none bearing it 
of a later date. 

It is, as the same antbority states, the 
East India company's merchant's trade- 
mark, and is probably coeval with the estab- 
lishment and incorporation of the company, 
which sprang into existence out of very 
small beginnings, towards the end of Queen 
Elizabeth's reign ; and my principal reason 
for opining that it was coeval with the in- 
corporation of the company, and previous to 
their adopting a coat of arms, is, that as 
far as my researches go, these trade-marks 
were disused after the reign of Charles L 
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Aanexed is a. foe simile of the design, copied 
from the obrtsrae of one of 
the company's coins, dated 
1791, the reverse being a 
I pair of scales, suppleniented 
by some Hindnstani cbarac- 
a. The whole device is 
well knovrn to arclksaologists, 
as not being exclaeively a merchant's mark, 
bat common to all tradesmen who choae to 
adopt it. The upperpart of the device, which, 
for want of a better name, we will call the 
figure i, is far more ancient than the com- 
bined form which inclndes the heart. In 
Bndlwt'g Diclionnaira dea Morwgrammea el 
MarqTtes Jtgiiraeg, miiiierona varietiea may be 
found, ascribedtoboth painters and engravers; 
also in Tiw.perlay'sll'ietory of Frinting, at least 
six of the earliest prinlera are shown to have 
nsed this mark ; but I believe in all these 
cases they were not only printers bat book- 
sellers also. The exact meaning of the 
device is not known ; in fact^ as late as July, 
18G8, it was nn satisfactorily diECossed in 
Noie» and Qiwrieg. My own opinion is, that 
it is composed of the cross, sometimes a 
double or "patriarchal" one, in this in- 
stance a St. Geot^o'a cross, the slanting line 
being added on one side to symbolize the 
Trinity, by forming a triangle. 
' In an example engraved in Lower's Curioei- 
iiee of Heraldry, a circle is added — a well- 
known mediaeval allusion to the divine 
eternity. Thus in those early days, when many 
tradesmen could not write their namee, and 
most of their customers conld not read, a 
seal or stamp wherewith to sign transactions 
■was almost imperatively necessary. To do 
so with Christian symbols seems particularly 
appropriate, as much as to say it was done 
on the &ithand honour of a Christian. The 
cross still directed by law to be made by 
way of signature by those who cannot write, 
is doabtless a remnant of these more elabo- 
rate merchant's marks. 

These " commercials " were, in chivalrous 
times, not allowed to wear coat armour; 
that is, in modem parlance, were not entitled 
to armorial bearings; consequently on those 
of their tombstones or brasses which are 
still in preservation, if there be an armorial 
shield side by side with the trade-mark, it is 



that of the guild or company to which the 

tradesman or merchant belonged— not that 
of !iis family. It appears, however, that onr 
ancestors under the Jacobite dynasty were, 
as much as in the present day, bitten with 
the mania to ape tiboir betters, so that in 
process of time they took the liberty of dis- 
playing this mark on a shield (of which a 
specimen adopted about 1580 is engraved in 
Ttmperlm/'s History of Printing, p, 419), 
which seems to have become so frequent, that 
in 1605 an order was given from the herald's 
college to prohibit "merchants and others 
from putting their names, msrks, or devices 
in escutcheons or shields, which belong to 
gentlemen bearing arms, and none others," 
The lower part of the East India company's 
device is not, T believe, found on very early 
trade-marks. It is probably, like the upper 
part of it, a religions type, bolng, I think, 
an allusion to the Romaa catholic adoration 
of the " sacred heart." The cross within 
the heart is that of St. Andrew, of Scotland, 
as the upper one is that of St. George, of 
England; and must have been peculiarly 
appropriate at the time when, or soon after, 
the company's first charter bad been grunted, 
jnst as the two kingdoms had been united 
under James I, 

These tradesmen's marks or devices must 
not be confounded with tradesmen's signs, 
which appeared to have been arbitrarily 
chosen, and to have belonged to the house 
or tenement — not to the individual occupy- 
ing it. Since people have been taught to 
read numbers and names of houses, these 
signs have fallen into desuetude, and evea 
hotels now spurn them, leaving them entirely 
to the humbler public-houses. An apt illus- 
tration of what has been stated on this 
subject is to be found in the beautifully 
engraved title-page of Alexander Bom'i View 
of aU Religions, 1653, on which the trade- 
mark (nearly identical with that of the East 
India Company), the arms of the stationers' 
company, and the booksellers' sign, a grey- 
hound, are all separately represented. 

This is the most modem instance of this 
ancient device being used as a trademark, 
always excepting the East India Company, 
that has come under my notice. I have 
reason to believe that the company used it 
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on tbeir cnlieo ftnd other goods up to 1833, 
and possiblj' later. It disappeared from 
their coins at the commencement of the 
present century, the armorial bearinj^a of the 
company being tlieace forward substituted, a 
not altogether correct engraving of which 
is given in Dr. Magnns' paper ou watermarks 
(vol. iv., p. 17), and which I shall presently 
more accurately describe. 

I have not been able to. ascertain when the 
company obtained a grant of armorial bear- 
ings, bnt they siro mentioned by Gwilhm in 
bis Dis}tlay of Heraldrij, 1724, and by him 
blazoned thos: — 

'' Azure, three ships under sail or, each sail 
garnished with a cross of St. George ; on a 
ohief or between two Lancastrian rosnapmper 
an additament (augmentation) out of the 
arms of England quarterly azure and gules, 
beanng in the first and last njleur-de-lifs or, 
and in the second and third a lioa paesant 
gardani of the same." 

This, however, is quite different from the 
arms aotually used by the company during 
at least the last hundred years ; but Boutell 
in his Historical Heraldry, 18G4>, says it is to 
be seen on a brass of 1632, at Great Sasham, 
in Suffolk. For those interested in heraldry, 
it may be as well to describe the company's 
arms as depicted on their coins and seal, 
particularly as they do not seem to be in any 
book on heraldry. Argent, the cross of St. 
Creorge, on a canton an escutcheon bearing 
the royal arms. Supporters, two lions 
rampant, each holding a flag. Crest, a lion 
rampant gardant or, holding a crown of the 
same. Motto ; Avspicio regit el aenattu 

The engraving of the only known oopy of 
this interesting little Scinde stamp is here 
reproduced, just as it was at 
first engraved in the 5th vol. 
I of this magDzine. It calls for 
> further comment, except, 
perhaps, to remark that Sir 
Bartle Frore'a idea, he being 
.misled by the incorrect part of the engraving, 
is now no longer tenable — namely, that the 
broad arrow was intended to be represented. 
I think, moreover, that the broad arrow was 
not peculiar to the East India company, bnt 
is, or at least was, stamped on all military. 




and perhaps other stores issued by govern- 
ment. It would certainly have been far 
less appropriate than the quaint and time- 
honoured little device, whoso history I have 

been endeavouring to unfold. 



OUR CONTEMPORARIES. 

June 25, 18C9. 
Wk have this month received only three of 
our contemporaries, which we proceed to 
notice. 

The PMlatelist.—'nie contents of the cur- 
rent number comprise [inter alia) a report 
of the proceedings of the Philatelic Society, 
an article entitled " Our Prize Essays," in 
which a resume is given of the best essays 
on the permanent album question which 
liave been sent in, competing for a prize 
offered by tho editor. Some of these are of 
considerable interest, and the publishers of 
the journal will, we should anticipate, avail 
themselves of the hints they contain, when 
occasion offers. 

In "The Editor's Letter Box," we find a 
reply given to the query of " A True Phila- 
telist," which is so thoroughly to the point 
that we cannot resist quoting it. 

Wo do not at nil son the necegdCj of "eheckinjr the 
ardour of oolleotucs in getting all sortB of ranetics." 
Aniateuis are certainly entitled to the priyilege of "riding 
each his own hobby, proTided he Eplasbea mrt on no ono 
else." Ons never finds the folloven of the Fr¥Doh 
school troubliag tLemselvca to >rrite Pendragon^like 
tiradca against Uioae who prefer confining themBelves to 
strongly -marked distinctions. Why, then, should yon, or 
any other "true philateliet," not be oontenl to collect 
wliat pleases you, and let otbera do the same in peace ? 
With regard to marked yarietiea, it is bo difficult t« draw 
the line of distinction, that their coUoction inuif be left 
to individual taste. You blame a certain collector for 
admitting any variety of shade cr tint in foreign stamps, 
accidental (H-otiprwisp. What proof can be adduced that 
such varieties are accidental ? The sisponny English ha9 
appeared within the last twelvemonth in three aeveral 



appeared 
shades, VI 



lades, varying iVom lilac to violet. TTiis was not aj__, 
dental. It Bcema the lilac hue rendered it liable to be 
mistaken for the receipt stamp-, the violet, therefore, was 
again chosen. If variations of tint are really the result 
of chanoe. how in the intended normal colour to be 
ascertained ? Which of the shades of colour is to he 
diseased P How, for example, is the penny English to 
be catalogued? Is it magenta, red-brown, brown-red, 
bright red, deep red, nna-biown, dark brick, or what ^ 

Masaa's Coin and Statnp-Golleetor'g Maga- 
ziTte.—This magazine now devotes a greater 
spaue to matters philatelio than it formerly 
did ; in consequence, as we understand, of 
the accession to the editorial staff of a gentle- 
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mnn who is well known as an earnest and 
enlightened collector. 

Fonr pages are now occnpied with notices 
of, and articles on, stamps, commencing, this 
month, with a description of the new issues. 
Following this chronicle, comes a review of 
the new United States postage etampR, in 
which the writer tmly remarks that, "Upon 
first acquaintance, the observer is at a loss 
to know whether the wee bit of print, with 
a blue locomotive and a big 3, is a local 
stamp, or a new advertising dodge of some 
enterprising railroad corporation," In the 
" Philatelic Brevities," which sncceed this 
article, is another humorons obeervation on 
the same stamp. 

Tbe new tliree-cent stamps, after piuvting through the 
post-office, tire tike pugilists emci^iug from a mill — quite 
ilBck end Hue In lie feet. 

Those who have seen the obliterated speci- 
mena of thia value, will quite appreciata 
the force of thia mot. The postmark ia a 
pecnliarly hazy one, which generally obscures 
half the design, and produces a curious 
effect. 

" Phiktelism as a fine art " ia treated of 
by " C. F.," but not with much encceaa. 
"Wb have heard so often about Birohin Lane, 
that we are getting tired of it. Surely, 
enough has been already written to im- 
mortalise it, and it is unnecessary for every 
BevF writer on the sciem;o to wander into 
that city thoroughfare. Here, again, is a 
queer Q.E.B. 

Philateliem host risen into an art. 0^« heyi are adept 
tn it, and peel IheBlampa from the foreign letters received 
by their employe™. 

If that he the best proof an American 
■writer can adduce of the " artistic " natnr© 
of philately, it is time for philately to cry 
out, " Save me from my frienda," 

More satisfactory reading than thia essay 
on " Philatelwwi " is the paper on "Varieties 
of the n. S. Two-cent Envelope," which we 
give in full in another part of the present 
number. The aobject treated of ia worthy 
of further study, and that, we trust, it will 
receive, eapeoially from American collectora. 

Th& American Journal nf Fhilaieti/ coatams 
little worthy of note. The opening paper, 
on " Ancient Poata," by Cosmopolitan, ia 
well written, but has the misfortune of 
treating on a subject which has already been 



made the theme of so many articles, that it 
ia pretty well worn " threadbare." Few of 
the facts mentioned can be new to readers 
on either aide of the water. 

The New York Philatelic Society has 
adjourned antil the 14th August. At the 
last meeting, " several intereating articles 
were read before the society, and new 
stamp a exhibited." 

A detailed notice of tho new U. S. stampa 
follows the brief report of the "Transac- 
tions." This is concluded with the following 
aomewhat iikeresting remarks : 

The unqualified prai«e we bestowed on tlie new isaua 
in our first acounta was due to its having been Riven 

tnm an inspection of the proofs, a"' ->--— -— -i - 

woHted off with 
better Bolecied t 

besides the tints ■_._. „._, 

or loss altered, by enlargiiii the %nr._ , 

ot the 30 cent, a totally different daaga was adopted. 

The " Review of Philatelic Publication a," 
which follows, comprises a notice of this 
magazine, in which an attempt to vindicate 
the gonnineneaa of the New York Philatelic 
Society is made. Professor Bunger, it ia 
therein declared, ia not a member of the 
society, but only attended one meeting. 
Dr. Morley's connection with the society is 
not explained, and we may assume, from the 
editor's closing remarks, that he ia virtually 
" thrown over." 

The Continental journals have- none of 
them reached ua up to the moment of going 
to press. No ; we are in error, one of them 
haa reached na — -the Briefmarken Sammler — 
but we have already given substantial 
reasons for declining to notice the contents 
of this publication. 

NoTEL Stu<p3. — Mr. Hunt, lat« Chancellor of tho 
Exchequer, haa laid before the House of Commons a 
rather remarkable bill. It proposes to enact, that when 
clerks of apeeial and petty aesiiona and clerks of justicoa 
are paid, wholly or partly, by salaries, by virtue of an 
order made under the Espenses of Prosecutions Aot ot 
1851, it shall be lawful foe the Quarter Saaaions or Town 



Council, if they think fit, to order that fees, fines, ! 
nenaUles, payable to the treasurer of the county or 
lugh, shsfl be received by meana of stamps, and not 



of the 
fed by meana of stampi , 
monav. " and to cause Buoh dies to be made as may be 
required^ for the purpose of enrrying thia bill ioto effect," 
the Inland Revenue Board assenting to the pattern, colour, 
and form of the stamps and dies. Peraons may be 
antborized by the Quarter Sessions or Town Council to soil 
tha stampa upon such terms and conditions as they shall 
direct, and none others may sell euch stamps.— I luiirj. 

nva tnllersthU tha " P.>Ut SsHlnni" >t>Tiip>Drire1iT>d initniplii.Fad 



104 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. [July 1, 1869. 



NBWLT-ISSUED OR INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
Uhdeb this heading we have this month 
hardly any uewlj-issued stamps to describe. 
A couple of RoBBiBD norelties, so far as we 
know at the moment of writing, are all we 
have to introduce to the notice of oor readers. 
The title of the artide is, then, barely 
jastifi^d, onr principal work h^g to present 
the delayed engravings of already- noticed 
types. We coromonce, then, with those of 
the 

Unitbd States ; and as onr engraver has 



not yet remitted proofs of the illnatrations, 
we can neither ask onr readers to admire 
nor excnse them : bnt as they have been bo 
long in hand, we trust they will prove to be 
faithful representations of the originals. 

We have already given pretty full descrip- 
tions of the various designs, together with 
our own opinion on their respective merits. 
As a whole, the series has a hharre appear- 
ance, only redeemed by the excellency of 
two of its members — the 15 and 24 c. In 
America, so fur as wo can judge from the 
slight indications we have already perceived, 
the pnblic feeling is on the whole against 
these new stamps. They are, with two or 
three exceptions, of an insignificant size, 
whioh remind our neighbours of the mnlti- 
tade of advertising and other labels vvhich 
abounds in the States. This is the first thing 



which strikes the eye of a easnal observer. 
Then, partly in consequence of their small- 
less, the deUils of design are on such a 



minute se^e, that they cannot be ^preeiaded 
without close examination. The S cent, the 
valve in moat oommon nse, is the anbject of 
the most general MHatadversion. "The 
head of Washington," says the Evening Mail, - 
" was venerable, and onr three~cent stamps 
were as perfect an they well conld be. Bnt 
now think of the ntiserable, confused-looking 
thing, with its wretched printing, that the 
post-office has given ns for the present three- 
cent stamp. Canada, New Brunswick, and 
Nova Scotia, all have railroad engines, such 
as onrs. What is there in a big chimney on 
a railway carriage to indicate the nationality 
of onr postal system? Aye, bnt there are 
the words dkltbd states pobtagi on the 
stamp. Jnst so. We rwnember to have 
seen a boy's drawing on a sheet of paper, 
the words ' This is a Church ' underneath, 
and certainly the artistic performance needed 
the index, but not more so than the new 
stamp requires a similar proclamation, to 
tell tae world what it means. And then, 
again, look at the printing of the word 
POSTAGE. Can our engravers do nothing 
better than that ? " And so on. If such 



critiques be repeated in other papers, w8 
should not be at all surprised to find the 
stamp objected to withdrawn, with, perhaps, 
the majority of its compunions, and some- 
thing more simple adopted in its place. 

To onr own comments we have nothing to 
add, bnt we must not omit to give a neces- 
sary explanation respecting the design of the 
24 cent. It has all along been stated that 
t)io surrender of General Sir John Burgoyne 
would be represented, and we repeated the 
current statement to this effect, adding', 
however, that "without prior information 
we should just as soon have supposed it to 
be ika gigning of the Declaration of Inde- 
'pe)idettGe"~~&aA this it turns out to be. 

This brings our notice of the new United 
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States stamps to a olose, and if it hu been 
a nasnall J extensive and detniled, it has been 
no more than the series demanded, for, apart 
from its own intrinsic valae, it has a special 
interest from the fact of ils being the 
emission of a large and important conntrj, 
which does not otlen cbunge its stamps. ■ 

Tbinioad. — This stamp strikes ns as being 
one of the prettiest of recent emissions. 
The design combines grace nnd simplicity. 
Tkevarions parts are 
in harmonj, and 
there is no overload- 
ing of ornament. 
Not the least praise- 
worthy featnre is the 
clearness of tho in- 
scriptions: the letter- 
ing is proportioned 
to the size of the 
: stamp, and being in 
white on a solid 
ground of colour, it shows oat well. Com- 
paring it with our own stamp of the same 
valae, we notice as an improvement the 
patting of the word five in full. Five 
BHiLLiKQS looks a great deal better than 
5 SHILLINGS. The head has also been en- 
graved specially for the Trinidad stamp. It 
is larger than any other we have seen, and 
the crown is differently formed. The im- 
pression is iu a warm rich colonr, a kind of 
jake-hrown, on white paper, perforated, and 
bearing the crown and c C watermark. This 
and the other 5s. stamps are especially fur 
the use of commercial men. They prepay 
the heavy packages which are forwarded 
home every mail by large colonial houses ; 
and as they mast produce notable economy 
of time over the low values, they will, no 
doubt, be eztensivdy patronised by the class 
for whom they are intended. 

BusEiA. — The 5 kop. envelope, which has 
been in use for St. Petersburg during so many 
years, has at length been 
superseded by the annexed 
type. This new arrival is a /^ 
clean-looking stamp, but 101 
rather unsubstantial. It is 1^ 
wanting in " body," and >■* 
seems like an unfinished, 
but promising, sketch. It is 




printed in a reddish violet on the left-hand 
corner of the envelope, which is of small 

The Russian local stamp, for the district 
of Bogorodsk, which we described in our 
May number, is here represented. !No farther 



information has reached ns respecting its 
employment. A similnr stamp has, how- 
ever, been sent to M. Moens, of which we 
are able, by bis courtesy, to present an 
engraving. It appears that it is used in the 
town or district of borowitz, of which the 
name is inscribed in the upper part of tho 
circle enclosing the arms. In the lower part 
appear the words, POSTAGE STAiiP. The arms 
themselves are probably those of the town 
named. The inscriptions and the ground 
surrounding the arms are in red-brown, the 
rest of the stamp in black; the whole being on 
white paper. Our Russian correspondent, iu 
alluding to the Bogorodsk local, says that he 
" has seen several others used for other 
places," end it would appear that the Boro- 
witz stamp is one amongst them. It remains 
to be seen, assuming that these stamps are 
genuine, whether they have been issued by 
local postmasters "by authority," or are the 
emission of the central post-office. The 
former supposition is by far the more 
probable, and agrees with the information 
given to M. Moens, who says he is told that 
every local post-ofBce in Russia has its own 
special stamp. It would be desirable, how- 
ever, as a first step towards settling the 
value of these novelties, to know what are 
the exact uses to which the Bassian stamps 
proper are put, and especially whether the 
5 kop. stamp is still exclusively nsed within 
the districts of Moscow and St. Fetersbnrg, 
or not. If it is common to the entire 
empire, it is hard to see why the provincial 
post-offices shonld ase local stamps of the 
same value ; bat if it is not, we at once 
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obtain a reason for tie employment of tbeso 
latter. It is wortli remembering that the 
first 5 kop. stamp was especially created for 
the nsa of the two chief ofBces, and wo have 
never had anything more than general asser- 
tions to the eSbctihatthefi kop. of 1B64 has 
a more extended nse. Again, as iar as we 
cah recollect, al! the specimens of the low 
Talnes we hav& seen (except such as have 
come oa letters from Brnssia), have been 
obliterated with one and the same lyark— 
the well-known spider-web cancellation,^ 
'which, if we are correct, would indicate one of 
two things : either that tho stamps are only 
nsed in the capital and at Moscow (and the 
district) ; or else that no obliterated copies 
of those need in the Bnssian provinces have 
been received ; for it cannot be supposed 
that all the poat-ofBcea in the empire employ 
the same obliterating stamp. 

The conclnaion ia forced upon ns, that 
philatelists know very little of the postal 
administration of the interior of Bussia. 
Philately has not penetrated into the vast 
regions which lie beyond the confines of the 
civilised TCOrld, and of ordinary trarellers is 
that portion of the globe there are very few. 
We shonld, therefore, be glad if snch of 
our friends as may have connections in 
BiUBSia wonld push their inquiries as to the 
manner in whieh the postal service is con- 
dacted in the interior, especially having 
regard to the postage stamps employed ; and 
we recommend the whole subject to tho 
consideration of the Philatelic Society, in 
the hope that eventually we may obtain 
accurate knowledge upon matters about 
trbich we are at present so much in the dark. 

Spain and Cuba. — The first indication of 
a change in government on the postage 
etamps of Spain appears in the impression 
of the words H*Bii.rriDO pob la kacios 
(authorised by the nation), on certain 
specimens of the 12 cuartos, 186?, and of 
the words HADitrrADO pob la junta ee- 
TOLUG ION ARIA (authorised hy the revolu- 
tionary assembly) on copies of the 20 c. 
d'esco. of same date. Both these surcharged 
inscriptiona are printed in block, the first in 
a vertical position (reading from bottom to 
top), the second in an oblique position. The 
former is also fpond on the current 10 c. 



and 20 c. of Gnha. Their employment i3< 
really, as M. Moens points ovt, entirely 
snperfinons, unless it is to be understood that 
stamps destitute of the magio words have 
not been issued by order of the n^ion, and 
therefore are not legal tender for post^o. 
If we look for an explanation of the appear-' 
ance of these inscriptions, we may find it in 
assuming that the stock in hand at the post-' 
offices ia exhauated, and that it is the fresh 
supplies which are now being issned that 
bear the surcharged words, which are at onca 
an intimation of the change in'igovemment, 
and an obliteration of the portrait of the 
dethroned Queen. 

NEWFODNULAND.—Onr publishers have re- 
cmved from the Newfoundland post-office n 
few copies of the eightpenny printed in lake. 
Une of our best-informed friends is of opinion 
that they are reprints. We do not, however, 
see why they should be. There is snrely go<!)d 
reason to suppose that this value was printed 
in lake for nse, but that the stock whs never- 
required. If this value has been reprinted, 
why have not the vermilion stamps been also 
reprodnced ? 

Whilst writing under this heading it may 
be aa well to note the probable entry of 
Newfoundland into the union, the con- 
sequent snppresaion of the existing series, 
and tbe accruing necessity for philatelists to 
put their Newfoundland page in order, while 
they may. 

Brabil. — Several of the values have ap- 
peared printed on a bluish paper, which was 
recommended by the American Bank-Nate 
Company. It owes its tint to the starch- 
gam with which it is rendered adhesive, 
and the company represented that from this' 
paper it would be imposeiblo to efface the 
postmark. A thousand sheets of certain 
values were sent as a trial, but we learn that 
the post-office has not adopted the plan ; we 
may therefore predict that specimens on this 
blued paper will become very scarce in 
course of time. 

Fbakck. — Our Brighton contemporary 
gives the following information : " We learn 
that the laurelled 1 centime and 5 c. are 
printed and ready for issue as soon as the 
stock on hand is exhausted: and that the 
new value 5 francs is also prepared, bot^ for 
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Bome reason, not yot emitted. The 80 cen- 
times appears at present of a rich ca 
hut we understand, tho colouring is t 
pensive to be continned after the exhf 
of tho sheets already out." 

Holland, — The one cent hns chan 
colour, and is now a, tender green ; the why 
or wherefore of the change is beyond our 
Conception, though we avo quite sFitiafied 
with the result. The three low values are 
all in very delicate shades^green, rose, and 
buff. 

St. VmCENT. — The shilling stamp is now 
coloured a dark mnddy blue, and the per- 
forations are lUuch larger, being 11| instead 
of 15|. 

North Gehmant. — The 1 and 7 krenzer 
are now perforated. The 2 and 18 krenzer, 
and the 5 gr. are now the only ones which 
have not been operated on. 

WnRTEUfiOEG.— The 14 kreuzer, orange- 
yellow, baa now appeared. 

THE ENYEL0PE8 OF THE UNITED 
STATES.— I. 

BT EDWARD L. PEMBEKTOIT. 

Tbb collecting of entire envelopes has lately 
been so far extended, that all our leading 
collectors acknowledge no other way is 
right; yet many of them will not commence 
ench a collection, owing to what they con- 
sider the impossibility of obtaining a com- 
plete seriea (in an nncnt state) of every 
size of every envelope of each country. 
The difficulty, of coarse, rests principally 
with those which are long obsolete, or those 
varieties of shape, which, thongh recently 
in iiae, were little in demand, and less 
known. Entire specimens of those in use 
now, or during the last three years, are 
nsoally to be obtained, at a slight percentage 
over the prices for cat specimens, owing to 
the extra charges incurred for postage, and 
I do not think the impossibility of making 
a perfectly complete coHection shonld be 
any reason for objecting to lake envelopes 
in an entire, rather than in a mutilated 
state ; such a plea would bold equally good 
with adhesires. Who would be deterred 
from continuing a collection, because a 
certain number of adhesives are virtually 
unattainable, and only to be obtaoued by 



the greatest vigilance in looking up all 
sources for themf The ntihty of taking 
envelopes entire, is admirably demonstrated 
by Dr. Magnus in several of his papers ; and 
bis detection of the reprinted obsolete 
Qcrmans, through his study of them in the 
entire state, is an argument so thoroughly 
to the point, that it speaks for itself. Had 
I believed in the impossibility of obtaining 
a complete series of the envelopes on which 
I purpose writing, it is very likely a aeries, 
such as I am describing . from, would never 
hare been collected. 

There is so much to describe amongst the 
envelopes of the United States, that it would 
be a waste of space to recapitulate the 
arguments of Dr. Magnus, and others, to 
show the necessity for taking envelt^s in 
their entire state ; I will, therefore, refer all 
who doubt to his papers in Le Timbre-Poste, 
and last year's TimbrophUe, those in the 
latter being especially valuable for my 
purpose. 

The first series of envelopes issued by the 
United States, were those of the well-known 
type, large oval with head of Washington to 
left. Of this set there are three values, a 
3 o. red; 6 c. red, green; and ,10 c. green. 
The 3 c. red, and 6 c. green, appear to have 
been issued August 4, 186<j, the 6 C. red on 
October 17 following, but only for extra size 
envelopes, and the 10 c. green not till April 
2, 1855, 

I. — Design. 

Wo will examine the impressed stamps 
themselves first, and so commence with 
AoQDBT, 1853, 3 a. red. 

The design ia the embossed head of Wash' 
ington to left on a solid disc, within an oval 
frame; side of frame of six lines int«rwoven 
(three and three), leaving open loops, vary- 
ing from 8^ to 10 in the various dies; at top 
THBCB, below CEKTB, on solid label in Koman 
capitals. 

First die. — Loops 85 on left, by 9 on righl 
side, the balf-loop on the left being at top 
ends of tho two labels straight and square:. 
first and last letters of Three nearly touch- 
ing the ends of the top label. 

Second dte.— Loops 85 by 9, as last ; ends 
of label straight, as laat, but each angle in 
each label is intersected by one of (he lines 
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wbich form ibe side intarwoveii finme (i.e., 
in the two labels tbere are eigbt angleB so 
intersected). Tbe letters of three are 
farther from tbe ends of tbe top label than 
in last ; those of cents are abont tbe same. 

Third die. — Loops 10 by 9, the lowest one 
of the 10 (left side) is not clearly defined ; 
ends of the two labels curved, and the firstand 
last letters in each almost touch the ends of 
the labels. In worn impressions tbe letters 
appear thinner, and consequently further 
from ends of labels. 

Fourth die.— hoops 9 by 8^, the half-loop 
(on the right) very small, ends of labels 
curved, and first and last letters in eacb 
further from ends than iu the third die. 
This is tbe commonest (the others are rarer), 
and appears to haye been renewed several 
times, but the difierences are so minute, that 
they are not worth recording, and often 
seem more apparent thaji real. 

AronsT, 1853, 6 c. obeen. 
October, 1858, 6 c. red. 

There is but one die, and that resembles 
tbe first of 3 c, but of course the s and % of 
SIX do not come so near the ends of the 
label, as that word occnpies less space than 

"IBREB. 

April 2, 1855, 10 c. oreen. 

There are two dies of this type, both with 
square ends to the labels. 

Firit die. — Loops 9 by 8 J, the balf-loop 
'well formed ; square labels. 

Second die. — Loops 7 by 7, square labels. 

II. — Colour. 

Tbe 3 o. in oolour is a vermilion shade of 
red, and beyond light and dark tints has little 
variation. Of the € o. red we can say the 
same. The 6 o. green is in two clear shades : 
first, a pale cold green; and, second, a very 
dark green, the latter on tbe buff paper 
appears of a rich yellowish shade, caused 
by the yellow tone of the paper. The 
10 c. green of this type is never similar 
in colour to any 6 c, tbe shades being dull 
and yellowish. 

First die. — Ist, deep dull green ; 2nd, dull 
yellowish green, and 3rd, a darker and less 
yellowisb shade of the first. 

Seeonddie. — Ist, deep dull green; 2nd, dull 
yeUpwish green, and 8rd, a very light green. 



IIL— Paper. 
There is considerable difierence in quality 
and make of tbe paper. It is always water- 
marked p. o. D,, n. E. (post-office department, 
United States). The following are the prin- 
cipal varieties ; — 

Wliite paper, 
a. — Thin, crisp, white paper, &intly toned. 
6. — Thicker paper, vergures disappear 

when held to the light. 
c. — Thin, soft paper, faintly toned. 
d. — Thicker pap^, white, 
e. — Crisp, white paper, very different to 
o, varying in thickness. 
Buff paper. 
The following distinct varieties are found 
in the first type. 

a.— Salmon-bufi*, crisp paper. 

6. — Pale brown-buff, crisp paper. 

e.— Brown-buff 

d.— Yellow-buff 

e. — Pale brown-buff, sof^ paper. 

IV". — Envelope. 
Tbe adjoining engravings will sbow the 
constmction of the only three envelopes 
found to this set. The make of tbe com- 
mon-BiEed euTelope has since been altered ; 
sketches of each will be given in order, and 
will be explained in detail at the proper time. 
The 4th die of 3 c. is the only 3 c. of which 
we have found entire apecimens, bat no 
donbt the others exiat iu the one shape com- 
mon to this set, viz.. A, and B is a variety of 
make, being " security " shape, and having 
three lines printed inside to guide the writer 
as to the disposition of tbe direction. It was 
patented Nov. 20, 1855, and is very exten- 
sively used up to the present time. 

The following is a detailed reference list 
of all varieties with which we are acquainted. 
They are numbered for convenience of 
reference. Everything chronicled we can 
show, as there is nothing given from hearsay. 

Adgust, 1853. Large oval. 3 c. 
§ Die 1. Ijoops 8j by 9 ; square labels. 

1. — Red on white paper. 

2.— Red on buff „ 
§ Die 2. As last ; angles of labeb inter- 
sected. 
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§ Die 3. Loops 10 by 9 ; labels curved j 
lettering close to ends of labels. 

5. — Bed on white. 

6. — Pale red on buff, varying to 

?. — Vermilion on bnff. 
§ Die 4. Loops 9 by 8J ; labels cnrved ; 
lettering not ckiae to ends of l&bels. 

8.~Red (rather light) on white, a. Shape A. 

9.— Bed. „ b. „ B. 

10. — Vermilion „ c. „ A. 

11.— Pale red on buff, a. „ A. 

12.— Bright red) a „ b. „ A. 

13.— Bright red } tf „ e. „ A. 

14.— Bright red J i „ d. „ A. 

15.— Pale red „ d. „ A. 

16.— Pale red and red „ b. „ B. 

August, 1853. LittOB otal. 6 c. obebit. 
17. — Pale cold green on white, c. Shape A. 
18. — Veiy dark green „ d, „ A. 
19,.— Pale cold green on bnf^ d. „ A. 
20.— Pale cold green „ e. „ A. 

21. — Dark green „ e. „ A. 

OcTOBEB, 18.53. Labqe oval. G c. bed. 
22. — Vennilion-red on white, d. Shape C. 
23.— Pale red „ e. „ C. 

24.— Vermilion-red on bnff, e. „ C. 
25. — Verm il ion-red „ e. „ C. 

26.— Pale red „ e. „ C. 

Apeil 2ifD, 1855. 10 c. 
§ Die I. Loops 9 by 8J. 
27. — Deep dnil green on white, 6. Shape A. 
28. — Deep dnll green „ 
29.— Dnll yellow-green „ 
30. — Deep green „ 

31. — Yellow-green on bnff, a. 
32. — Yellow-green „ 
S3. — Deep green „ 

§ Die 2. Loops 7 by 7. 
34.— Deep dnll green onwhite, c. Shape A. 
35. — Doll yellow-green „ e. „ A. 
30, — Very light green „ c. „ A. 
37.— •Deep dull green on buff, b. „ A. 
38. — Dull yellow-green „ c, „ A. 
(,To h em(iriued.) 



• On vei7 thin paper. 



EXTRA WOEK FOR THE FRENCH 

POSt-OFFICB. 
Tranalated from It Fetit XMiteur d» Sair, of the 18th 

M>y. 
Thb French postal administration during 
the present month (May) has passed tbroogh 
one of those crises which, happily for it, are 
very rare, and from which it only comes out 
by the emfdoyment of extraordinary efforts. 

The service, already exceptionally bur- 
dened throngh the general elections, is 
fnrther complicated by the mnltitndinons in- 
cidents arising oat of the City of Paris loan, 
and if any one coold donbt the very con- 
siderable trouble which these matters have 
caused, it will suffice to evoke the aid of 
figures to convince the moat incredible. 

ThoH during a period of three days (the 
8th, 9th, and 10th of May), there were de- 
posited in the various offices of buremix 
d'anotidiBsemeiit of the capital, as subscrip- 
tions towards the loan, upwards of 2,000,000 
francs, by coupitre of 20 francs ; that is to 
ea,y, there were delivered post-office orders 
to the nninber of 100,000. 

More tliau 200,000 registered letters have, 
in addition, been delivered at the prefecture 
of the Seine, of which 150,000 originated in 
Paris, and 50,000 camefrom the departments. 

These latter during three days almost 
stopped the work in the travelling post^ 
offices, which were previously encumbered 
through the augmentation in the number of 
letter journals and circulars, consequent 
upon the preparations made by the various 
candidates for election. 

It would be difficult for any one to form 
. an exact idea of this movement, did not 
figures again come to our aid to establish its 
vastnesB. 

The candidates or their agents, since the 
1st of May, have circulated through the post 
an immense number of communications of 
all kinds, as is proved, above all, by a 
formidable augmentation in the consumption 
of the J, 2, and 4 centimes postage stamps. 

Last year, during the corresponding period 
(tfaelstto thelOthof May) there were used, 
in round numbera : — ' 

of the 1 0. 2,582,400 
„ 2 c. 981,500 
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TbiH jear there have been used within the 
same period : — 

of the 1 c. I],810,r00 
■ „ 2 c. C,013,G50 
_ „ 4 c, 1,183,200 
which gives an increase for 1869, 
for the 1 c, of 9,228,300 
2 o. „ 5,032,160 
4 c „ 861,000. 
■ In other words, one may say, without 
being taxed with ezaggeratios, that from 
the first to the 10th of May, there have 
been sent throngh France, abont 12,000,000 
of circalara and journals more than last year. 
One may judge from this the vigour of 
the election movements, aud the amount of 
additional work vrhich has to be done by the 
ordinary yenonnel of the French poet-ofllce. 
- [We giTo theu Btatementg upon the BuUioiit; of the 
journal quoted, which, howevrr, it must l>e ietneniben.>d, 
u no longer the official jouraal of the empire. We nee 
no reason to doubt their cwrrectncsa, and ij^ as we suppose 
ther me, eiaot, we may varoXj eipect that ere \aag the 
Isureated onc-centioic stamp wiU be brou(lit into circu- 
latioQ. — Ed.} 



\ ARIETIES OF THE UNITED STATES 

TWO-CENT ENVELOPE. 
H&TK none of the Hharp-sightod followers of 
the French school, always on the alert to 
discover and herald the appearance of a 
variety, though hardly distinguishable, ever 
noticed the varieties of the U. 8. 2-cent 
envelope or paper wrapper ? Certainly we 
have never noticed them in print. We 
have before ns twelve specimens, on as 
many different kinds of paper, viz. : yellow, 
dark yellow, bnff, brown, light brown, white, 
pink tinted, fine, coarse, plain, laid, and 
waved. The stamp exhibits almost as many 
variations. The width varying from | to 
1 inch, the length veiy near the same in all. 
In some the ovals at the side are longer 
than in others ; the figare 2 large and small. 
The letters of the value below are cramped 
in some ; in others well executed, and in one 
specimen they are broad and clumsy. 

The head of Jackson exhibits various 
changes. In some his lips are compressed, 
in others curled ; in another he looks sad, 
and again it does not resemble him at all. 

The 3-cent envelope presents even more 
varieties than the 2 cent, and we think the 
amateurs in America should first make 



tliemBclvea acquainted with the stamps of 
our own conntiy, before commencing upon 
those of foreign iands. In this respect we are 
far behind our brother amateurs on the 
other side of the water, and as the time will 
come when varietiea will claim an equal re- 
cognition in our albums as the normal type, 
it would be well for ua to begin to stndy 
them, but by all means take first the U.S.,' 
as there are differences in almost every type. 
Wo believe the first intimation we had that 
there wore varieties of the 184? 5 cent came 
from 'One of the English magazines. There 
is a large field for study in the 2 and 3 cent 
envelopes alone, and wo doubt not there aro 
as many variations (though perhaps not so 
distinct) among the Id. and 2d. views of 
Sydney. — Mason's Coin and Stamp Culkctor's 
Magazine. 

WHOSE IS THE PORTRAIT ON 
THE CHILIAN STAMPS? 

A FKiKND» writes U8 on this point asfollowe : 
" Ton mnst recollect that what deceived 
every one with regard to the head of 
Gnlumbns (so-called) — he was never in 
South America at all — is the word ' Colon,* 
which happens to be bis name. But Colon 
is the port whence the Chili letters aro 
transferred to Europe ; it is perhaps better 
known under the name of Aspinwall. The 
Chili stamps free from Chili to Colon, but I 
think not vice versd. That accounts for tbd 
recent change in position. It was. absurd to 
put COLON above, and Chili below, when the 
route was exactly contrary." 

There is considerable force in this, if it be 
really the case that the Chilian stamps frank 
no farther than Aspinwall ; but is there 
a charge made on delivery of the letters 
received from Chili, representing the carriage 
from AspinwallP If the portrait be not that 
of Columbus, whose is it ? We are landed 
again in a region of doubt, and it is really 
time the matter was settled. If not Columbus, 
then borne local Worthy is represented on 
the stamps, and in that case it would be 
interesting to know who. Cannot Iff . 
Gabarret help us to arrive at a solution of 
the difficulty? ^^ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
MR. STOUBTON'S PAMPHLET ON F0E0EKIE3. 

To M«afl(0rB/"THESTAlIP-COLLECTOB'sMAaAKlNE." 

Deas Sift,— Will you allow me to correct a slight mii- 
talce JDU made in your anevct to ■ correspondenL in Lut 
monti'a magazine? My worli on forged Blamps i& iwt 
Jet out of print. Copica Diav still be had of the puh- 
mhers, Mtsars. Trubaer & <Jo. Siace the work waa 
publiahed, Uow more than three yeara ago, Bevoral 
hundred freah forgeiiea hare appeared, all of which I 
hope, at ao ver; distant period, to deacribe in a second 



J/msbm. 



L. Sl'OUllTON. 
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THE EE-ISSUED OXE DISERO PERUTLUf, &c. 
Ta Iht Editor of " The SiiMP-CoiiECTOE's MiOiiraE," 

Dbae Sik, — I do not remember seeing it noticed in 
magasine, that the 1 dinero green Peruvian differa 
the earns value pink, in having the arms embossed 

coloured ground, instead of on white. In the new 

Turkish also, the black insfriplions are much thinner, 
and more len^hened out than those in the previous is^^ue. 

Ae there appears (o be some UDcertointy about the dute 
of isHue of theTasmanian Id., 2d., and -id., watcmtnrlied 
with figure, I will just mention that I have a 2d. bright 
green, watermarked with figure, cancelled in wriliug, 
11, 8, 1858. I have also a 2 reales rose La Guaira, which 
appean to be perforated in serpentine. This, I suppose, 
is the variety mentioned by Taeta in the March number, 
and again refeired to bj Mr. Pemberton in the May 
number of The Stamp- CUtctor'i Magazine. 

1 should be glad to see the paper on " English Eseaye," 
Rommcnced in thu September number of last year, 



Scaiiomugb. 



a, joora rineerely, 



J. H. a. 



THE "CLARA ROTHE" STAMPS. 

J"o/A*i'nrVore/"TBBSTAJlP-CQI.I.ECTOR'BMAOAlilKB." 

Sib,— In the intercsta of truth, and of stamp collectors, 
who might be deceived by the infonnation imparted to 

Jou by "A Correspondent," and published in your 
[ajnucuber. touching the issue of "Clara Rothe" postage 
stamps for use in (Ms isknd, which stamps }'ou describe 
and £gure in the same number of your magazine, 1 beg 
to intorm you that no sucli stamps exist, have ever 
existed, or are likely ever to exist, save in the imagina- 
'' ' ' ' ' 'i doubtleaa borrowed the 

r Clara 



of yourcomappM 
. from the old Paq 



hence to Porto Rico, on a few accnslons, pending 

artangenient between the FortoRIcKi folks and the owners 
of (he Spanish lino of etenmers; but that being only a 
temporary engagement did not neceaiitate the issue of 
any special stamps ; nor, as 1 am persuaded, would any 
such stflmpa have been issued, even altbougb she had 
become the regular Porto Eieo packet. 

Finding that she did not pay, her owner gave up his 
nent, and sold her to that of 



Ilnyti, in whose 
blockading— and 
the Qaytian coaf . 
That being tbc case, tJic stampi 



bombarding— cei 



], eneaged it 



late in making their appearance ; and I hope that Ihiscom- 
muniealion — should you think it worth publishing — -may 
be the means of preventiug the spread of the so-called 
"Clara Rothe" stamps. Apologisiug for the length of my 
communication, 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient ecrrant, 

JOSEPH Ji DKON. 
Si. Thuma*, Weit Indie*. 

BOSTON STAMP DEALERS, 
lb IhlEdihr of "The STAMP-CoLLEcron'a IfiQiiDtB." 
with the subject of Boston 



~ ■■■ I Taylor. 

A. Lyford. 
Fred. Washbume. 
Respecting the first name, I need aay nothing. The 
second is that of an Editor of a New England stamp 
journal; whether he is aware that what he sells is not 
genuine, can be imagined from his offering unueed Bolivia 
at tixpenei per itt. Fred. Washbume profesaes to be son 

English firm ; " Enclosed Snd a lot of 



ran Paraguayan stomps, collected since your last by luj 
father {U. S, niioiaterl, in Comjepeion and Asuncion; 
they are but little used, owing to the bad stale of the 



^. . ..^ illy those prin(ed in red. 

The stock of 6 c. and 10 c. has been exhausted, &c." 
The value of Washbume fila remarks on the scarcity of 
Paraguayan stamps in the country itself, may be ealimated 
from (he following observation on the blue I peso of 
Bolivia, a stamp uiAich Am ieen pneed falti ; he says, 
"the blue I peso is genuine and aathenlic, as / Aact 
rteeivid them direct J'loin La I'at." The italics are 
mine, to show more plainly Iho unscrupnlonsnesa of the 
assertion. He fiaisheatho "direct-from-La-Paz" rcmarii 
thus : " which proves how much the Parisians knov 
about American matters," Very fortunately, the Parisians 
cannot be taken in by so clumsy a thing sa the 1 peso of 
Bolivia. Peitiaps Mr. Fred. Waibbume would favour ui 
with a few remarks upon the Ecuador 12 reales, or 
resuscitate the Gualemalas, with a revised tariff of 
postage. The idea is at his service. 

I am anxious to publish these names, as eiposuie is the 
readiest way of slopping their trade. No doubt I shall 
have much hard language from the American papers;. 



Idol 



o be full of amusing 



THE PERMANENT ALBUM. 
Ti the Editor of" The Si»MP-CoLi.ECTOu'a Maqazine." 
SiH,— I am sorry to say that jour correspondent, 
W. U. S., has, in Ms 'last letter, mistaken my meaning 
in almost eveij point of my former letter on which ha 
passes stricture. In regard lo (ho permanence of our 



that is required, however, 
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latioa in mj' former letter, c 



10 stBin^ v 



a general pUn 



e half of the album were to be filled— my al 

vould e'.ill Last for fully fifty years, so that the Boppantioa 
of its owner being ever "hard pressed by new isauea" 
was unncceeaary on my part. 

Again, what I referred to as W. H. I 
was that of "prepared spaces of unife 
ncoesaitating a very large size for each apace (nearly 
two inches aijuare — so as to include the old Capes, old 
NataU, ic— in which the Genevas and other araall elamps 
Would bequite lost), would require yerylargepatfea; and 
which, moreoTer, preventing, aa it would do, any 
symmBtrical ananpemeut of the ataraps, would detract 
greatly in my opinion and, as I cannot but believe, in the 
opinion of most "at all advanced philatelists," from the 
beauty and interest of an album. Maps may be left to 
indindual taele, though I must repeat that I do not see 
any necessity or use for them in an album. As for 
writing notes on the left-hand pages, I yield Ibis point : 
on conaideration I think it would ratber disfigure the 
album than otherwise: but at any rale W. H. H. might 
have observed Tnia the eipression which I used, and 
which indeed he himaeU quotes, " annotate on the 
otherwise blank left'hand pages, or in after years mount 
new varielieB on them," that I did not intend that both 
should take place in (he same album, 

As to the difficulty of arranging stamps in a blank 
album, thia, I think, could only be felt by very juvenile 
collectors, for whom alone, in 'my opinion, numbns or 
other references to a catalogue would be necessary. 

The proper place for hialorical, geographical, alatislical, 
heraldic, or other information, I consider to be a Guide 
or Handbook to Collecting (W which I stippose we may 
now look forward from the philatehc society, and whicii 
I hope will contain all such collateral information atlain- 
able), and not an album ; aa such a publication as the 
abore, in new editions, could alwaya correct each 
country's statiBtics, which are so liable to change, up to 
the data of issue, while an album would soon get out ot 
date. Moreover it would, to say the least of it, not 
always be very easy to get, for newly-iasuing countries, 
such a quantih of matter as IV. n. S. would like 
printed on supplementair sheets (that bad been either in 
the album at the time of publicatioa, or published after- 
wardsj, whereas the simple name of the country eould, 
even in an album, with the aid of a few types, be eaaly 
printed by hand. The insertion of any suet information 
in manuscript would, as I have said above, be rather a 
blemish in tJie album, as also would be the condnuation 
of a catalogue in writing. 

The misunderstandtng of the last point to which 
W. H. B. caUs attention arose from • misprint in my 
former letter. The sentence to which he refers abould 
have run ; " to insert additional leaves upon the guards 
(tchen, to prevent bulging, the book might be rebound 
with new guards)." I don't think there would he any 
very great trouble eonaeguenl on this, aa W. H, 8. states; 
however, it may be rendered needless by the adoption of 
sotne such method as tbat alluded to in the last number 
nt Tkt I'hxttlelitt, "whereby," it ia stated, "a page may 
be added or withdrawn at any time with facility," a 
method which "will probably form the basis of a per- 
manent album." Ofcourse, iaanyaibumaucbaaW.U.e. 
would have, with a catalogue on the left-hand pages, the 
inacrtion of supplementary leaves, btltcteti countries, 
would he very inconvenient, aa any such would separate 
the catalogue from its corresponding page of stamp ; 
and new countries could only be inserted at the end, thus 
interrupting the proper sequence, gcograpbical or alpha- 
betical, .a8^,the case may be. I would then ask W. U. S. 



.___ last? W. _ 

his stamps into another aiul larger album, oi 
all new issues until such time as there wodld be sufficient 
to warrant the publication of a supplementary volume, 
and thus separate the earlier and later issues of a country ? 
Moreover, what would he do with his envelopes } Or, 
perhaps he would remove them all into a cabinet, as Z. 
proposes. If it were for nothing else than the great 
eipense incident on this last suggestion, and the inoon- 
vcnient bulk of the cabinet when made, I don't Ihink 
it will be generally favoured. The comparison of atampa 
with coins, with regard to insertion in an album, is rather 
too ridicDlouB. Arrangement in ari album need never 
necessitate the losa of the backs of the stamps tOr pur- 

Tours faithfully, 
Naif«. P. I. A. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Miss P., Bantry Bay.— The Irish petty sessions stampa 
have no definite marketable value. 

Beqinneb, Colchester.— Tho portraits on the Dutch 
stamps are all of the same kiiig— William IIT., of 
Holland, — who is also represented on the old Luiembourg 

W. Dean, Bath, sends ns a brownish { sgr, of the 
North German Confederation, which he picked out from 
among a lot of BOOO stamps. We are nevertheless tolerably 
sure it is a '' changeling." 

X. L. B.— The fourpenny rectangular Cape has not yet 
become rare. It may pay you to store up those you have, 
but we do not think you will be able to get a shilling 

Lemuel Pope, Cambridge, U. 8. — You would do mora 
good by indicating who are than who are not the fabri- 
cators of fictitious stamps. Mr. Trifet may be (he one 

is no evidence 

(INKS, Man^ester.~Of the Swiss stamps you 
send, the 25 c. are new issues, which accounts for your 
not finding them in any eatali^uee ; the 40 c. blue and 
SO e. rose we believe to be humbnga. Of the 40 c. 
we have, indeed, no doubt whatever; and we have lately 
seen a 50 o. rose, avowedly a chsnged copy. We ahoula 
advise you, unless you took them yourself off a letter 
direct from Switzerland, and can therefore vouch for 
their genuineness, to treat thorn as valueless copies.— ^ We 
have csrefully examined the Belgian stamps, bi 



have all the varioties of thole. Belgian.— We rfoconsider 
the two unperf. French 40 c. worth collecting. We have 
the same shades in our own albums — a pale light orsngs, 
and a full vermilion ; the latter, we think, is the lal^ 
emission —We ihould say your Schleswig-Holatein is a 
reprint.— Your So. 24 M one ot the Aigentine 18«t 
aericB— a apecimen from one of the later-printed sheets, 
as is evident from the thickness and depth of colouring.— 
There is no English cstalogue in existence giving all the 
varieties of paper, perforation, watermarlu, &c., hut we 
anticipate the Englisli edition ot Levrault will shortly 
supply the hiatal, snd the new edition of Dr. Gray's 
catalogue will, we understand, inclnde varieties of water- 
marlc, if not of perforation.— Thanits for sight of the 
60 soldi Austrian, whose existence is thus ocularly 
demonslialed.- Your No. 19 is genuine, a»d ia one ot the 
ISol Sardhiiin series 
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES. 

Jdlt 22, 1869. 
Ode dilatory contemporaries liave come to 
hand at last; with these we will commence. 

Tlie Continental PhUatelie Magaxine com- 
mencea with " A word to its SeaderB," in 
which apologyJB made for the orthographical 
imperfectiona of the previona number. The 
force of the apology is, however, marred by 
itB own inaccuracies. We are glad to learn 
from Mr. Pemberton's letter, published in 
another part of the present number, that he 
purposes assisting Mr. Van Binsnm in the 
editing of his paper. The publisher ia 
guided in Hs management by an honest 
desire to promote the welfare of philately, 
and WB- have ourselves regretted that its 
influence should be marred by errors, how- 
ever excusable or amnsing. 

Mr. Van Rinsum follows hk appeal to his 
Teaders with an article on the Wenden 
stamps, in which he seeks to proTe their 
authenticity, but with, in our opinion, very 
moderate success. He says be has met with 
some persona coming ftvm the town of 
Wenden, who told him that there were stamps 
of Wenden ; and, says the editor, rather 
comically — we believed it. But such assertions 
as he quotes are far too vague to carry much 
weight. Again, he says, that a few days since, 
in a collection of 2200 stamps, he saw an 
ardhenlically-potimarked Wenden, but ho' does 
not mention how he assured himself of the au- 
thenticity of the postmark; and further on he 
gives testimony which is rather against than 
for the geoaineness of the stamp, to the effect 
that ha bad seen a Wenden stamp on an 
envelope, together with Rnssian etamps ; 
" the Russian stamps," he adds, " were post- 
marked [i. e., we presume with a band- 
etamp], the Wenden stamp only by pen and 
ink." Does not this look as if the latter 
stamp had been affixed afterwards, for a 
purpose ? Mr. Van Rinsum does not claim 
for these Wendenites that they are an 
authorised emission, but considers them as 
" genuine locals ; " and states that they are 
put on letters sent to the town of Wenden, 
from " places having no post-office in the 
neighbourhood;" hat if these places have 
no post-office, who takes charge of, and 



carries, the letters ? The discovery of the 
Russian locals, recently described, renders 
the existence of the Wenden stamps as a 
gennine emission more probable than it waa 
a few months back, but much stronger and 
clearer proof than Mr. Van Rinsum has 
produced is neoessary to conclusively estab- 
lish their character. 

Continuing our notice of the Oontinenlal 
Fhilaidiei, we come to the article on " The 
Boston Forgeries," in which is quoted a long 
and abusive letter, received by the editor 
from Mr. Lyford, of Boston, the confederate 
of Taylor, and dealer in the forged Hawaiian. 
Respecting this, we need only say, that it ia 
written in just such an insolent and impudent 
tone as might have'been expected ; and Mr. 
Femberton, having seen the original MSS., 
ia in a position to state the interesting fact 
respecting it, tbat thongh the signature is 
Lyford's, the body of the letter is in Taylor's 
handwriting. 

The rest of the number before na is 
occupied with the " Monthly Chronicle," io 
which we find nothing worthy of note, 
except a statement that all the Hamburg 
envelopes have been sold to a dealer, and 
consequentV will not be found surcharged 
with the Confederation adhesivea, like so 
many of the other old German envelopes, 

Le Tim6rt)pfti(e. — The moat interesting 
article in the number of May 30, ia that which 
treats of the establishment of the London 
Philatelic Society. The original report of 
the first meeting, which appeared in these 
pages, is translated verlioftm; following which 
are some remarks on Mr. Atlce's project for 
the formation of an International Fhilatelio 
Society — a project first mooted by him in the 
columns of the New York Jownal. We can- 
not say we think this a very feasible scheme, 
nor do we perceive its utility. The sole 
merit of the conception ia its relative —shall 
we say, grandeur ? That any real good 
would resttlt from the nominal union of 
philatelic societies, in London, Paris, and 
Now York, is very doubtful. Each society 
must pursue its investigations independently, 
and no doubt without such union any com* 
mnnications addressed, or assistance desired 
by one from the other, would be received 
with dne respect, and cheerfiilly rendered. 
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Any poBBible further beneGt would be al> 
tainable bj correepoadence between the metn- 
bere. Mons. Mab4 remarke upon Mr. Atlee's 
proposal, that the creation of an international 
Boctety IB BtiU no more than a project, for 
nmmerouB and difficult obstacIeB Btand in the 
v&j of itB establishment ; and we ouraelreB 
donbt the poseibilitj of overcoming them. 

Forming a pendant to M. MahS'B report, 
come the following interesting remarks of 
Doctor Mi^nns, which give hope of the re- 
eatabliahment of the old Hoeiele Fhilaleh'que, 
though, if the doctor's wishes be followed, 
under a different name. 

In thi 
1665), T 

.„j What has become of the Uttei 

fiehialorvottlieParisiaiiBocielyiaraallylKnicnlBble, It 
u * nclt'lmown lliiiig, Utat thn president and the tirgt 
secretary hive made over their oollections to English and 
Belgian ama^euia, and that their example has, sDoner or 
later, induced several other collcelors to do the siune. But 
it has 'not been thus with all. Promoters, with Jlcwrs. 
Herpin & BSeourt, of the foundation of that aocitty, we have 
not ceased to demand ila reorganiBalion, and the fayourable 
reception given by amateurs to our works, hns shown ue 
that »c had done well to remain steadfast In the gap. Our 
opinion haa not changed. Thank heaven, we can testify that 
the greater part of its primitive adherents have not aban- 
doned the study and colleclion of postage stamps. What, 
then, is wanted to reconstitute the Parisian society?— a 
rallying centre, which our own residence, outside of raris, 
does not permit us to offer — a friend ly spot, were phiLiteliBta 
might meet every month. We liave sought it in vain ) 
we sl^l be happy it others ore able to find it." 

Wo hope the words of Dr. Magnus will be 
seriously taken to heart by Parisian collectors. 
They cannot surely be so destitute of public 
spirit as to refuse cither to offer a meeting 
place, or the funds neceseary to hire one. 
One of the most pleasing features in con- 
nection with our own society is the heartiness 
with which London philatelists have come 
forward, and especially the courtesy shown 
by the vice-president, in placing his chambers 
at the society's disposal, for the iutrodnctorj 
meetings. 

The June number of Le Timbrophile con- 
tains little worthy of especial note, except a 
short article upon the Boston forgers, in 
which credit is taken for the caution which 
our Parisian contemporary has shown in 
accepting novelties coming from Boston, 
and the names of the offending partiea are 
given. We are glad to haye the snpport of 



Le TimhrophSe in this matter. We Iiare 
hitherto been alone (except for the assistance 
given by Mr. Yau Binanm) in exposing the 
evil doings of the Bostonians, and it is with 
pleasnre we find the papers coming forward 
now to aid in the work, 

Le Timbre-Poite. — The June number is 
completely occupied with two articles — the 
Chronicle, and the continuation of Dr. 
MagDus' article on envelopes. Neither of 
these contain quotable matter. 

The Philatelist. — In the July number the 
only thing calling for observation is the verj 
accurate reference list of the New SSealand 
stamps, by Messrs. Pemberton & Erskine. 
The same plan is pursued as with the 
Victorian, and explanatory notes are &cely 
added. 

Tlie American Jmtmal of PltUalehj for June 
gives, in full, the " Table to facilitate 
Discovery of the Nation of Postage Stamps," 
which forms part of the Introduction in Dr. 
Qray'g Gatalogue. Under the title, "Our 
Postago-stamp Portrait Gallery," a very 
readable sketch of Rajah Brooke appears. 
By the way, what has become of the Sarawak 
stamp itself P It is never to be seen, though 
it hns now been so long in existence. Is it 
really in circulation ? 

The American Journal, in another part of 
its nnmber, gives two quotations respecting 
Spanish stamps from this magazine, with a 
view to proving " that other papers some- 
times make slight miflaies, even worse than 
Tlie Ainericnn Journal of Philately itself has 
fallen into." But where the mistakes are 
to which our contemporary alludes it paseeB 
us to discover. It is not necessary to go 
into the matter, but if the New York jonr^l 
will inform us what are the mistakes to 
which it BO myaterionsly alludee, we shall 
feel gratefnl. 



lupply w 



_. Ehvtvb FaANKiNO. — In ParliuneDt 

the other night an attempt was made to partially revive 

.t_ f___i..- .._. j-j ^^ whilst tho committee of 

the item for printing expense! was 
consideration. An hon.momlier suggeated itwouid 
be well to permit tho forwarding of parlumontary hlua- 
booka by members of the house to their constituenta free 
of Bipenae, if sent through the post-offlee of the house, 
bat the premier emphatically protested against saddling 
the country with the expense of transmission, &nd agaiiut 
any approach to a retura of the old syatem. The nibjeot 
then dropped. 
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THE STAMP DEALERS 6f BOSTON 
( MASSACHUSETTS). 

(aSQUEL TO ARTICLE IN UAY HUUBEb). 

The remarks we felt it our datj to make in 
the May nnmber, respecting the questionable 
dealings of certain dealers in Boston, have 
called forth replies from two of the parties 
referred to— Mr. Trifet, and Mr. S. Allan 
Taylor. The first named publishes, in the 
June impression of his paper (the Amerioan 
Stamp Mercury'), & lengthy communication, 
which he does as the honour to address to 
ua, unfolding hia connection with the trade 
in forgeries which has been carried on in the 
puritan city. This letter we think it ad- 
visable, for several motives, to republish in 
fall, as it is interesting in itself, and throws 
Rome light ou the matter under discussion. 
It reads as follows : 

THE STAMP DKALEHS OF BOSTOS. 
To th» Editor af "Tub STAMl'-Cou.EOTOR'sMiOAZHn!." 



(he aTmra I had or haTe in the tollowing "Boston 
positioDS " ■ 

Guatemala, 6 ci^nlaTOS brovn. 

St. Domingo, 2 resles carmine, 

Paraguaj', 6, 10, 20, SO centavoa, red, green, bine, blue. 

Ecuador, 2, 12 reales, green, red. 

Bolivia, I peso blue, red. 

Sandwicb IitUada, 13 cents red. 

Canada, buff paper envelopea. 
And in doing so, I shall confine mpelf Btrictl; to the 
truUi, which ail the coUectors of any note in Boston or 
the United Statej, will testify to, aa well as incidents 
known to you as well as to other European dealers and 
colleci«r% 

" ' " mee by laying, that in 1B61 ' 
19; and, •■-"-' '•-— 



oolleotiog stamps; and, by that means, became acquainted 
with Mr. 8. Allan Taylor, of this city, in 1868, A short 
time alter this, I sold my oulleution to Mr. Lemuel Pope, 
of Cambridge, and established mjaelf in the stamp 
business on a small scale. In buying of persons in tbifl 
eity, I Tcry frequently got badly swindled with counter- 
feits, but at that time titul no scruples in selling tbem 
over again without warranting them. At that time I had 
set up and printed 200 of each of the fi^re issue of the 
Sandwich Islands. I also, in conjunction with Uessra. 
Taylor, Seltz, and Frost, all of Boston, had engraved a 
fine wood-out copy of the 3J cent Luzon stamp, paying 
one quarter of the expenses, and receiving one quarter of 
the stamps. I carried on this nefarious buuness until 
June, 1867, when, at the urgent solicitations of personal 
friends ana prominent collectors of Boston, who promised 
to ^ve me all the help and encouragement in bustnem, 
provided 1 should haTs nothing to do with counterfeit ~ 



certain parties of tlus city threaten Tengeance and deatmc- 
tion, whioh, lam happy to state, I am still waiting for. At 
that time, the Ecuador 2 realea stamps had been ciranlatod 
some time ; and 1 believed it to be what it represented, until, 
in a private conversation with Mr, Selta, I found out the 
character and also the name of the person who ^t it up : 
the latter I decline mating public, as this article is (a 

When the first news of new stamps for Ecuador reached 
Boston, the person above alluded to, seeing a good chance 
for a speculation, had the 2 t«alea prepared ; and eopiea 
of it arriving in England aa soon as the real emiasiDns, 
they were quickly l»u);ht b^ dealers there, and sold, no 
doubt, very readily, fly thxa account, you will observe 
that I had nothing to do in the manufacture of thii 
stamp ; and aa for disposing of them, I may have done so 
in a few cases previous to June, 1S67, At about this 
time, the St. Soinii^ stamp made its appearance, and 
was condemned by me at first sight, whioh was on seeing 
ia a collection that Mr. Taylor nad (or sale, and which 
belonged \o Mr. J. M. Chute, a set of about twelve proofs, 
in different colours. I bad nothing to do, either with the 
aelling or making of thess, beyond disposing of tvrn 
copies, sent to me from England, and warranted genuine, 
under protest [?], and which I have unoe taken back. 

In June, if I remember right, that most successful of 
impositions, tho Guatemala stitmp, appeared. At first, 
Mr. Taylor had proofs in four ot five colours, and stated 
to the persona he sold them to, that he did not know 
which colour would be adopted. Shortly after, the stamp 
appeared properly gummed and perforated. In this 
stamp I had at first some confidence, but not enough to 
'ig one that it was a genuine stamp. I very 



SuicMy found out, or rather gnessed at 
[ay, 185B, gave it a fatal blow, by]. „ - 

from Dr. E^ L. Sturtovant, of Framingbam, in tho 



a fatal blow, by publishing a letter 



. . . ^ I have had frequent calls from Europe for 
them : and once being preyed for some, I obtained and 
sent Mr. Julius Ooldner two dozen, which were returned 
by him, he having, no doubt, found out theii true 
oharoeter. The person of whom I got them in this city 
charged me 1 dollar currency for the two dozen, which, 
you will perceive, is less than their facial value. 

Sometime in February, 1868, Mr. H. Loud, of Boston, 
called on me, and informed me that Mr. Taylor had a 
Paraguay stamp, and he (Mr, L,) wished my opinion as 
toils genuineness. I went over to Mr. Tarlor's office, 
and was shown a copy of it. At the time, t thought it 
strange that the postmark ^ould be partly in English ; 
but can yoo blame me if, after only two years' espenence, 
I mci-ely gmationsd this stamp, when you for a long time 
believed in it ? I therefore spoke of it in the Mtrcury for 
March. During that time, q'lite a number were sold, in- 
cluding one unused, to Mr. F. C. Foster, with whom I spoke 
about the stamp at the lime, and told him I did not believe 
in its genuine character. In .4.pril, I agiun mentioned it 
in the Metearg, and stated that "we were waiting for 

Something did torn up ; for we received the letter 
published in the May number, tho original of which was 
lost in Mr. S. 0. Thayer's printing-office. This letter 
was accompanied by one specimen cut ofi'of a newspaper, 
and two stuck on the fragment of an envelope, which had 
all the appearance of being genuine. 

Ishowed them to Mr. Taylor; and he sud to me, in a 
sarcastic tone, that the person that made the stamp no 
doubt made the envelope. 

From appearances ot things, I unfortunately judged 
otherwise, and allowed tho few remarks on page 46 to go 
in. Of the threo specimens I received, I sold one to Dr. 
Bturtevanl^ and the others to Mr. F. H. Ilunter, of West 
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Btamps in another. I to 



r. Tavlor I did not belief e in 
eeded lo peel tiem off the cnvelooE, 
waen ne cnea out not to do bo; and before he had h 
ehttnee to see that part ot the envelope under the stamp I 
was looking at, he anid that I must not judge of thinga 
by appeataBceB, and that the figurea Bi (the number of 
his office) under lie stamps Lad nolhing to do with him, 
I nflerwarda bought two lota of mixed South American 
stamps from him, each of which contained one or two of 
each— Ecuador, 12 realee; DoliTia, 1 peso blue; and 
Paraguay, 6 cenlaTos, These I sold to tMtrtiet in Boelon, 
with the agreement that I should take them back if they 
proved bogua. They have proved so; and I have kept 
my agreement. For further particulara of this stamp, I 
refer you to vol. ii., p, 60, of the iUreurv- 

l now have to clear myself of the charge ot fathering 
the BoliviHB and the t^uador 12 reales. In May, 1868, a 
boy called at my office, and eliowed mc E>ome stamps that 
he wanted to sell. I bought tie lot, and, in sorting them 
over, found one of each of the above. I took it for 
granted, never having Been one, that the Bolivia 1 peso 
was the one spoken of in the magazinee, and there- 
fore put it in my colleclion, as I also did the 12 reales 
Ecuador, which laeeidentally took to be a 4 reaica, and did 
not find out mv mistake until looking over my collection 
at Messrs. J. W. Soott &. Co. 'a office, in Mev York. I 
noticed it in July and August, and the statements I then 
made, and wilh which you trip mc up, I cannot give any 
eicuse ftir, but that I conjectured that it " was iEsuw 
early in the year." Ae for the Bolivias, I have never 
eaid anything in their favour. Other Boston dealers are 
selling seta of siit— 2, 5, 10, 20, 60, 100 centavos-for 
10 cents a set, "warranted genuine, or the money re- 
in relation to the Sandwich Island 13 cents, I again 
refer you to the Meiemij^ p. 65, vol. ii. 

The last thing that I am accused of manufftcturing, or 
aiding to manufacture, is the Canada envelopes, on buff 
paper. Were this not a serious matter, I should be in- 
clined to trcnt this as a joke, I have alumyt considered 



When I was in New lork, Mr. J. A. 



fifty se 



at the t 






Id him "they 



them impositi 

Petrie offered... _. 

from a firm in Kngli 

were impositions;" 

account about how Mr. Nesbitt had 

particular friend of a partieuhir friend ot nisj and that, 

apprehending some trouble, upon being asked, they 

denied their ever having made theia, 

k likely story, that this firm ahould be so devoid of 
honour aa to manufacture hundreds of forgei-ia for 
"particular friends of particular friends." &Ueve me 
when I teli you that the Canada envelopes on buff paper 
are better, ftr better, Itnown by Mr, Petrie than by me. 
1 have his letters to me, with propositions about these 

same. Speaking aV-"" — "^ '" '"■ 

I offered a certain p ,. 

100 dollars for a look at it, Uut enough. 

Before closing, allow me to say a few words about that 
" rather formidable document."^ Mr, Pope wrote the 
letter, and I got all the endorsements myself from the 
sixers. The counterfeits they apeak ot were not counter- 
Jeiit but ffrii(M!« stamps, aa follows:— 

Lemuel Pope, Ecuador, 12 r. ; Bolivia, I p. ; Paraguay, 

T. W, Brewer, none, 

A. Hobeson, juo,, Ecuador, 12 i. ; Bolivia, I p. 
F. E. Hunter, Ecuador, 12 r.; Bolivia, 1 p.; Para- 
guay, 5 c. 



F. H. atory, E<iuador, 12 r. ; BoliviSi, 1 p. 
Geo. Fuller, none. 

Now, I shall conclude by asking yon a few questions, 
f I am guilty of selling forged or false stamps, 
Why did I never eend them to Europe f 
Why did I publish letters condemning them P 
Why have \ not sold more than, at the moat, aii of 



I, after paying a high price for them, should I 
em back of the above persons, refundii^ from 30 
mis /or each, and sell them to Mr, C. A. Lyford, in 



of witneases, as forged stamps, at ths n 
about one dollar per dozen f 

Why should I have sold three to Mr. G. H. Dunbar, of 
Hew Bedford, as forgeries, tor 3 cents each ? 

Why should I want to buy " buffa" of Mr. Petrie it I 
made them ? I ought to have enough myself. 

Why should prominent citizens of Boston and the 
Dniled States subscribe their names to statements that 
they know, or even think, are false ? 

Why should I make these atatementa, and yon not be 
able to contradict them ? 

That Boston produces impositions, I grant. That some 
dealeis of Bjston Bro thieves, awindleis, &c,, according to 
your thinking, I will aUo grant. But because I am 
unfortunate enoiigh to be in Boston with these ponies, 
does it naturally follow that I am also one ot them ? it 

docs not; no more than because Mr stateaathing 

to bs true, it naturally follows such, I had shown mc 
some Zurich stamps lately for my opinion, the person 

telling me ttiat Mr, — had pronoimecd them genuine. 

I told him, as 1 tell you now, that !hiy uw Jorgeria. 

Either Mr, doet make miatakea, or else some 

persons do not always speak truthfully. Why ^ould 
everything be lemied Boston forgeries ? 

In conclusion, I call your attention to the facia above 
stated, and advise you— nay, command you, if I may use 
the term — to make further inquiiiea. and make them 
known to the world. By all means, take the assistance of 
American coUeclorB, if you can get any after treating 
their first step in the manner in which you have done ; 
and when you have found out the truth, let us know it. 
If you hear of anything against me orUie firm, publish 
it, and I promise you that I will publiah it in my own 
mag^ine if it is (rue ; but be an impartial judge, and 
publiah all youcanfindin my favour also. Uonotalwaya 
consider a person by the company he ke^>s, and do not 
bring as an evidence against a man his own defence. 

Do, aa you aay j-ou always do, what is right, anJ, 
whether you fairly find me "guilty " or "not guilty," 
you will receive the thanks of. 

Yours respectfully, 

P. TEIFET. 
In tbia apology there is a great deal of 
irrelevant matter, butin jueticetoMr. Trifct, 
we have inserted the whole of his defence. 
Some credit is dae to him for comiDg forward 
aad admitting hia share in the transactions 
alluded to ; but our opinion of him would 
have been higher, had he not waited until 
stimulated to do so by self-interest. Ha 
candidly admita hia share in the tnann&ctnre 
of the foiled Egure Sandwich Islands, and in 
the 3g c. of Luzon, but ho denies being privy 
to the fabrication of any other forgeriea or 
falsities. On the contrary, he declares that. 
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thongh resident in the place where they were 
created, he was himself daped by them, and 
afterwards aided in exposing their tme 
character. We see no reason to seriooaly 
qneation these statements ; for though there 
mna throughout the extract above quoted a 
very strong vein of justification, it still bears 
about it such an air of truth Fulness aa permits 
of its acceptance. What, however, we may 
reasonably be surprised at is, that Mr. Trifet, 
althongh at an earlier period of his career 
he was concerned with Allan Taylor in what 
be now juetly terms a " nefarious business," 
and therefore must hare known the character 
of bis quondam confederate, still tuntinned, 
after he bad entered upon a new path, to 
continue bis relations with Taylor, and to 
buy stamps from him. How amid he warrant 
as genuine anything — or at least, anything 
new and unknown — which he had purchased 
from Taylor? Oar corres poo dent, if we may 
so term bim, says that be bought a tot of 
South American stamps, in 1868, from 
Taylor, and found among them copies of the 
12 rla. Ecuador, 1 peso Bolivia, and 5 c. 
Paraguay, which he sold again, with " the 
agreement that he should take them back if 
they proved bogus." We do not wonder he 
or bia clients made such a stipulation, but 
we do wonder that he should have either 
bongbt or aold tbem, knowing, an he did, 
that only a few months before the person 
from whom be obtained them had "uttered" 
the Guatemala falsity. Acquitting Mr. 
Trifet of any iutention lo defraud in tho 
matter, he is certainly chargeable with a 
culpable want of caution. Every hononrabie 
stamp dealer sells his stamps upon the im- 
plied condition that he will refund the money 
paid for them if they should be proved to be 
forged or valueless, but his customers have 
a right to expect iu addition that he shall 
take every possible precaution to obviate 
even the chance of his selling them sncb 
stamps ; a dealer, therefore, who obtains bis 
stock from a known fabricator of forgeries, 
violates the confidence of hia friends, no 
matter under vrbat stipulations he sella to 
them, Mr. Trifet concludes bis explanations 
with an appeal, " not always to consider a 
man by the company he keeps ; " bnt he 
cannot be eurprised that the world should 



judge by what are often tbe only data on 
which it can form an opinion. If Mr. Trifet 
he not a "bird of the same featlier" as 
Taylor and Lyford, bis best plan will be to 
avoid consorting with them, or either of 
them. If be continue to associate himself 
with persona of their character, ifc will be 
idle for him to declare himself their dupe. 

Thus much with regard to Mr. Trifet per- 
sonally, but we cannot part from hia apology 
without adverting to the portions which 
bear upon another implicated person-^Mr. 
Allan Taylor. We find it stated, then : 

1.— That Mr. Taylor, together with Messrs, 
Trifet, Seltz, and Frost, engraved "a fine 
wood-cut copy of the 3J Luzon stamp." 

2. — That the first copies of the sham 
2 reales of St. Domingo wbicb Mr. Trifet 
saw (and as be was in Boston, he woald be 
likely to see them aa soon as anyone), were 
in a collection which Mr. Taylor had for sale, 
and which belonged to Mr. J. M. Chute. In 
this collection was a set of twelve proofs. 

3._That Mr. Taylor " at first had proofs 
of the Qnatemala in four or five colours, and 
stated to the persons be sold them to that I.e 
did nnt know which eolotir wjuJd be adopted." 
The italics are onr own, though tbe " rich- 
ness " of tbe latter claase of the sentence 
hardly requires emphasising. 

4.— That Mr. Taylor sold to Mr. Trifet, 
among other stamps, copies of the "Ecuador, 
12 reales; Bolivia, 1 peso bine; and Para- 
guay, 5 centavos," 

Besides these, Mr. Trifet supplies a bint 
as to the fabricator of tbe 2 reales Ecuador. 
Ungulded by it, we should have been inclined 
to credit the creator of tbe 12 reales of the 
same country with its production, but when 
Mr. Trifet tells ua that Mr. Seltz (who had 
been S. A. Taylor's partner and his own in the 
mannfactnre of tbe Luzon stamp) informed 
bim who was the maker, there is no longer 
room for donbt. The facts which Mr. Trifet 
narrates respecting the Paraguay 5 c. are 
also interesting, and tend to prove either 
that Mr. Taylor is a clairvoyant, or that ho 
bad incautiously postmarked one of his own 
envelopes with the words, aro jaseiko. With 
regard to the St. Domingo, it is of course 
possible that Mr, Chute may have duped or 
deceived Mr. Taylor as to their real character, 

Ic 
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and that the latter offered them for sale in 
i^oraace of their worth! esBnoss. Such a 
Ihinj; IS possible, but only barely eo. The 
more probable eupposition is, that Mr. Chnte 
and Mr. Taylor conspired together to palm 
off the result of their joint incentive powers. 
If not, and we wrocR Mr. Chute in the 
matter, wo shall be glad if that gentleman will 
favour his brother collectors with an explana- 
tion of his connection with this hnmhng. 

We now come to the answer made by 
Allan Taylor himself to onr strictnres. 

His letter is just Bach a one as might 
be expected from his pen — -evaBive, bom- 
baatic, and bullying in tone. We see no 
reason in his case for inserting his reply 
in full, as the greater portion cousists of 
abuse pnre and simple, but we shall give a 
reaUwA of its contents, and then, ao far as 
Mr. Taylor ia concerned, we have done with 
the matter. 

He addresses himself to onr publishers, 
Messrs. Alfred Smith & Co., and starting 
from the erroneous assumption that they 
are also the editors, he goes on to threaten 
them with vengeance, declaring that he 
will use his entire influence with the "stamp 
trade in America " to their detriment. 
Neither this tremendous threat, nor the 
farther one which concludes his letter, to 
the effect that he will «^eal with onr pub- 
lishers "on the inflexible principles of Mosaic 
law," has, we fear, been duly appreciated by 
those to whom it is addressed. We think, 
and our readers will probably think with us, 
that their full value is given them in regard- 
ing them as the expressions of Mr. Taylor's 
Eerhaps natural rage at the exposure of 
is dishonest transactions which, in the 
interests of philately, we have made. 

Mr. Taylor professes to believe that onr 
statements were made with the purpose of 
injuring his trade. That they were made 
to serve any private ends we deny, but we 
certainly admit that it was our intention in 
making them to cantion dealers and collec- 
tors in general against accepting new and 
uubeard-of varieties, or Bets of Faclfio 
stamps, from him. Beyond that we have no 
wish to damage his busineas, and trust that 
as long as he sells genuine stamps, he may 
go on and prosper. 



His defence is really no defence at all. He 
wishes us to prove that he has ever manu- 
factured any " college " stamps. We re- 
collect one which came from him, and hioi 
only, colour green, and in design an exact 
copy of the current penny New South Wales. 
This en pageant. Ho also wishes us to tell 
him what United States local Btamps are to 
our knowledge more genniue than those ho 
sells — by which we presume he alludes to 
the notorious Westervelts. This is a reply 
bordering on the nonsensical. Mr. Taylor 
himself has been at the pains of writing 
articles about the United States locals, and - 
has doue his best to justify them, but without 
such justification a large majority of tho.se 
known to collectors could be proved to be of 
genuine origin, and of many we ourselves 
liave seen postmarked original copies. Snt 
we are not going to enter upon a general 
diBcussionof the character of locals to please 
Mr. Taylor, whose tactics in raising the 
qnestion are bo very clear. It would be, 
indeed, sopererogatory to prove step by step 
the genuineness of such local stamps in 
order to demonstrate the already proven 
falsity of the Westervelt. 

!&lr. Taylor has the coolness to promise 
that the genuineness of the Gnatemala Btamp 
shall be proved. This ia really a master- 
stroke of audacity, and exemplifies fully the 
happy manner of " facing a thing out," 
which Mr. Taylor possesaea. Such an at- 
tempt at Bamumism is really so ludicrously 
absurd, that it is difficult to think of the 
matter seriously. However, if any one can 
tell US the whole history of the Gnatemala 
stamp, and prove what a "genuine" humbug 
it was, it is its author, and we should like to 
read such an interesting contribution to the 
ethics of stamp-dealing. 

Concluding his letter, Mr. Taylor regrets 
that we are beyond the reach of the "stern 
arm of New England justice." In reply to 
which, and in conclusion of our own re- 
niarka, we have only to observe that it ib 
well for him the " stern arm " is not long 
enough to reach the sellers of forged stampi, 
snsh as the Pacific Steam Navigation Co. 
series, or he would find himself in a very 
unpleasant predicament. 
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CONCERNING REPRINTS. 

{Continmd fnm p. 60.) 
Switzerland. — Ba»le. — The sole stamp of 
this canton has been reprinted, bat tbe re- 
impressioDa may be eaitily recognised, from 
the &ct that the groundwork is Bea-rjreen 
instead of bine, and the irame a bright 
oraiige-red instead of carmine. The reprint 
is, then, far from being a saccessfol one, and, 
indeed, on its appearance it was ashered in 
as a gennine original variety, its promoters 
donbtlesB thinking it wonld have a better 
chance of acceptance aa such, than as a 
reprint. We shonld advise collectors to 
rq'ect it, aa it'is, to oar mind, nseless. 

Geneiia.— It has been asserted that the 
5 c. green on white has been reprinted, bnt, 
as it wonld seem, withont foandation ; 
gennine nnnsed oopios have lately been sent 
to one of the continental jonmala. 

WoBTEMBDRQ. — The first issae was re- 
printed, in 1864, for an Englishman, resident 
at Stattgardt, and at tfae same time a 
variety of proofs were struck on coloured 
papers. On comparison with used copies, it 
will be easy to decide whether an nnnsed 
Bpecimen is aa original or a reprint ; if an 
original, the inscriptions, both large and 
email, will agree with the nsed ; if a reprint, 
there will be variona little differences, caused 
by these inscriptions having been re-set for 
the reprint. As every collector possesses the 
used copies it is not necessary for ns to 
detail all these differences, bnt we may 
point out that the most conspiciions word, 
Wnrtembnrg, is otherwise placed than in 
the originals. 

The second issue (1857) has also been 
reprinted, in the following coloars, 1 kr. 
brown, 3 kr. doll orange, 6 kr. green, 9 kr. 
dark carmine, 18 kr. pale blue, both on 
the Dickinson paper and on the ordinary 
white. Those on the former may be recog- 
nised from the fact that the horizontal thread 
is red, and not orange. 

This concludes oar list of reprints for 
Europe. None of the stamps of Asiatic 
countries. have been reprinted, though we 
are rather doubtful aboat the first issue of 
Shanghai. We pass on, then, to Africa, 
cotumcnciDg with 



Mauritius. — Authorities differ as to the 
question whether or not the first issue with 
figure of Britannia has been reprinted. 
Dr. Mt^nua thinks tbey bavo not ; Mr. 
Pemberton, that they have. We feel inclined 
to observe, with Sir Roger de Coverley, that 
" There's a great deal to be said on both 
aides." On the one hand it is fair to admit 
that the comparative abundance of these 
stamps points strongly to a reprint ; on the 
other, we are without any positive evidence 
of such an occurrence, and it should always 
be borne in mind, that, aa a rule, English 
colonial stamps have not been reprinted. 
The only eiceptions we are aware of are 
the British Guiana, and when they were re- 
printed every one knew of it, and knew 
under what circumstances the reprints were 
made. If we mistake not, Messrs. Bacon 
& Perkins were the engravers of the old 
Mauritius, and in their hands the dies would 
remain. It becomes a question, then, 
whether they would permit them to be 
secretly worked. We tJiink not.* 

The original statement when the disputed 
stamps first came ioto notice was, that they 
bad been found on the island hidden away in 
a drawer, and the only reason for doubting 
it is tfae number which have been found. 
The first parcel received in Paris consisted 
of only 21 stamps, of which 8 were proof 
imprcssiaqs, and these were said to have 
been discovered among the papers of a 
banker in the island, and to have been 
sent to Paris by an oniployi in the post-office 
at Mauritius, son of a Parisian amateur. 
Bat where all the specimens which have 
since been received have come from is a 
puzzle. Even a banker must have disbursed 
a considerable sum to purchase the quantity 
of specimens which from first to last have 
been put on the market. If the stamps are 
originals, it seems to na a more feasible sup- 
position that they formed the surplus stock 
in the post-office, and that the philatelic 
emphyi having obtained possession of them, 

■ The talenlfld writer of the ulicle on " The English- 
printed SUmpa of MtturitiuB," saja (vol. iy., p. 75), 
"The die wee engraved end all the impressions taken 
from it were printed in England, in which countrjr, we 
crediblf informed, the original dies still remain in 
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sent them catttiously to Europe in Binall 
parcels, accompanying the first with a tale 
which wonld acuount for his Bending BO 
few. However, the whole sabject is in- 
volved in doubt, and well worthy oi further 



Since the above was written, the writer of 
the paper on the English-printed stamps of 
Mauritins has informed us that he has good 
ground for believing Mr. Pemberton'a views, 
as to these stamps having been reprinted, 
are modified. The decisive fad, in his [the 
afoi^said writer's] opinion, in favour of the 
stamps being original impressions is, that iio 
green copies have ever turned tip. It is obvioas, 
he observea, that if the dies had been in the 
hands of those who desired to reprint, this 
'colour and valae wonld not have been 
omitted. ^ 

NBWLT-ISSUED OR INEDITED 
STAMPS. 

Wb have not mnch that is really new to 
chronicle this month, and, "willy-nilly," we 
must malte further reference to the new 
seriea for the 

United States, in order to introduce four 
laggard illustrations. We have nothing to 



add to our former descriptions, except to 
note that the date, 1776, appears at the foot 
of the tableau, and will serve to remove any 
lingering doubts as to the event it represents. 
Opinions differ as to the appearance of the 
new series. The PkUa. 
5 telisl frives to it almost 
I nnqnalified praise. Le 
I Timbrophile declares that 
j the specimen copies enb- 
] mitted for inspection 
} presented "not merely 
1 a neat appearance, but 
also a really artistic ap- 
pearance, and are in all respects superior 



to the stamps of no matter what other 
country." Whether, however, this verdict 
is intended to apply to the designs as 
issued to the public, is not quite clear. 
Le TimbropkOe, au extnlraire, considers that 
this very original series of stamps leaves 
much to desire upon every point, and ia 
much inferior to the 
preceding issne. Even f. 
of the 15 and 24 c, pj 
while afiecting to dread pr 
the result of an open t 
denial of their excel- pi 
lence, M. Moens can U 
only say that they are f 
simply curious, because - 
of their bizarre appearance. 

In referring to the impression of these 
Btamps, Le Timbrophile says it was executed 
under the surveillance of several ofBcers of 
the post-oCBce department at Washington, 
specially sent for that pnrpose : and it was 
not permitted to any person, not even to the 
workmen of the company, to carry off the 
sheets of "proofs," nor the spoiled sheets. 
It adds — and the assertion ts certainly 
erroneous — that np to the present time only 
the 2 c^nts has been issued for pnhlic nse. 
We ourselves recollect that a friend of onrs 
received a copy of the 90 c. on a tetter, in 
March last, almost immediately after the 
news of the actual emission arrived here, 
and we have seen nsed specimens of several 
other values — notably of the 8 cents, in 
coudemnationof which some of the American 
papers have written so strongly. 

XiA Gc^AiRA. — The annexed illustration is, 
as we are assured, and Bee eveiy reason to 
believe, that of a genu- 
ine stamp. It is issued 
by a firm established at 
Curasao, and used, we 
presume, from the in- 
scription, in connection 
with a packet service, 
similar to that which 
gave employment to the 
old La Guaira series. 
The initials are those of the issuing firm. 
The colour in which this sole value is printed 
varies from rose to carmine, and to yellow- 

"'■"''■ I ,„izo,b,Google 
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The character of the "Clara-Bothe" 
stamps is becoming daily clearer, and Fua- 
picion aa to their nature is confirmed. They 
are a Pariaian production, perforated, if we 
accept M. Moens' etatement, by a statioiior 
in Paris, for the " promoter." We regret to 
find that snch a disrepntable impostnre haa 
been got up on this side of the water, for we 
hud hoped that the fabrication of hambugs 
was confined to Boston. We are glad that 
it has been, at any rate, partially exposed by 
Jie Timhrophih and Le Timbre-Poete, and we 
hope we shall hear no more of this deception. 
BuasiA. — Russian locals seem cropping np 
in sudden abundance. The adjoining illus- 
tration represents a stamp 
said to be used in the town 
or district of Schunelbourg. 
It will be seen that the de- 
sign consists of a banderole, 
inscribed with the value 
thrice repeated, wound 
over a key— the local arms, 
as we presume. The sur- 
rounding inscription reads, eueal post oi' 
sCHUNGLBOURa. The inscription is in black 
on dark green paper. Another local has 
come into our own bonds. It is diamond 
shaped, printed on dnil wliite pnper, and 
gummed. The design is very simple. There 
is an inscription on the four aides, signifying 

kJASAN CiECDIT EDBAL COCRT ; and in the 

centre, disposed in three lines, on a, shaded 
ground, is anotbep inscription, staup of 
TILLAGE POST, 2 KOPECKS. Of this latter, the 
word MAFKA (stamp) is the most conspicuous. 
We purpose giving an engraving of it uest 
month, when our readers will be better able 
to form their own judgment on it, 

Peru.— Some time since, on the anthority 
of Le Timbrophile, we mentioned that the 
plates from which the issue of 1867 was 
printed had all been destroyed in the great 
earthquake of last year. Our contemporary, 
however, now corrects itself, stating that 
it is only the plate of the 10 c. which was 
destroyed, and that it is this value which is 
provisionally represented by the old em- 
bossed 1 dinero, printed in green. 

British COLnMBiA.— The entire provisional 
series, of which we spoke, has now appeared. 
The values are five in number — 5,10, 25, 50c., 



and I dollar. The colours given in onr May 
number are correct. 

HELiQOLANt>. — We have just received speci- 
mens of the \ schilling printed a very light 
green, and perforated. Hitherto the entire 
series has been rouletted, and the other values 
continue to be so divided. 

Turkey. — Another local stamp, this time 
from the neighbourhood of Stamboul. For 
its discovery wo 
are indebted to 
M. Moens, and 
upon his autho- 
rity we give the 
following details 
concerning it. 
The company 
named on the 
stamp has used 
this type since 
June last to frank 
the letters and journals carried by its 
eteam-boata. The entire scries consists of 
two values and six colours, viz. : — 
20 paras, blue 



20 
20 



green on yellow 



1 piastre, bine on rose. 

1 „ red 
Of these the one piastre is nsed for letters, 
and the paras for journals, which are ac- 
cepted without limitation of weight; but we 
cannot aee why the values are printed iu 
more than one colour, and again we think it 
must be a mistake to catalogue the 20 p.- 
green on yellow, as the stsmps on blue 
and on rose paper are printed in blue and 
in red. Probably it was an ocular illusion 
experienced by the chronicler. Before the 
emission of these stamps the company used 
to write the word pbasco on all the letters 
and journals, but it found the experiment 
did not answer. It no doubt finds its new 
method effects a great economy of time, and 
certainly this economy has been gained at 
the least possible cost, to jndge by the very 
primitive type which has been adopted for 
the stamps. 

K^OltTH Germany. — A pecnUar plan haa 
been adopted by the confederation post-office 
for increasing their stock of envelopes at 
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little coat. Finding the economic plan of 
sticking adheaives over the obsolete German 
envelopes answer, they have commenced now 
to stick adhesivea on unstamped envelopes. 
They make nse of an envelope bearing on 
the flap the ornament here prodnced, but 
without transverse inscrip- 
tions or other mark of postal i 
origin,, and on its right-hand K 
comer is affixed a 1 sgr. label. 
The envelope, thna orna- 
mented, is sold in certain little 

towns of Germany at 13 ^ ^_. 

Moens, from whom we borrow these details, 
enggests that this new emission is the resnlfc 
of a desire on the part of the post-office io 
testify their satisfaction at the able manner 
in which the obsolete envelopes were patched 
np, by giving the workman who performed 
the job a life appointment as atamp-licker ! 
This ia a very dnj joke, and we may certainly 
predicate that anch a post wonid, in the end, 
prove the ruin of its occnpant, compelling 
him, as it woald, to take too frequent pota- 
tiona. Perhaps the appearance of these 
anomalous envelopes has something to do 
with the emission of the perforated 1 agr., 
as we find the stamps naed for them are the 
old ronletted ones. This method may be 
employed to nse them up, whilst the public 
gets the benefit of the perforated variety. 

Bavaria. — Our Brighton contemporary 
notices the existence of the 1 kr. green, and 
6 kr. brown of the current series with plain 
(t. e., solid) backgrounds. 



WILLIAM MULREADT, E.A. 

BY i. C. WIIxSOK. 

j The celebrated painter, William Mnlready, 

I was bom in Bnnis, co. Clare, April Ist, 1 786. 

When about five years old, he waa taken to 
I London with his father (a leather breeches 

■ maker), and family. His early skill in 

! drawing soon attracted attention, and he 

j became, in consequence, the pnpil and 

Eroteg^ of Banks, the sculptor, who qualified 
im for admission into the school of the 
Bo^al Academy, in 1800. 

He lived for a time by designing book 

illustration a, and by scene painting. In 

! 1804, he was married to a sister of the 



painter and astrologer, Yarley, bnt the 
union was unhappy, and a separation took 
place after a few yeara. . 

He first exhibited at the Royal Academy 
in 1804, was chosen A.B.A. in 1815, and in 
less than a year after, B.A. 

When the scheme of the poatal service 
was matnred, and the emission of a poatal 
envelope decided on, recourse was had to 
Mnlready for its design, and he produced 
that peculiar combination of allegories, which, 
among philatelists at least, has always borne 
his name. Whether the design was strictly 
hia own conception or was " done to order " 
we know not, hut should be inclined to think" 
the latter was really the case. On the whole 
it certainly did not add much to bis fame, 
and caricaturists were not slow to seize 
upon its (unintentionally) humorous fea- 
tures. If it were the expectation of the 
government that the design would be diffi- 
cult to reproduce, that expectation was cer- 
tainly not inlfilled, for the frontispiece to 
Tha Stamp- Oollector's Magazine proves that a 
respectable copy is not difficult to make. 
By the side of the stamped envelopes and 
finely-engraved adhesivea of the present day, 
it has an almost medisBvEil appearance ; and 
indeed its singular, and we may say primi- 
tive style, renders it a very appropriate 
occupant for the first page of our albums. 
It was engraved in relief on brass with the 
utmost care and delicacy, by Thompson, who 
devoted the labour of twelve entire weeka 
to itfl execution. The envelopes and covers 
were printed from casts stereotyped, and on 
Dickinson's paper. 

Mnlready also designed a series of 82 
illustrations for an edition of the Vicar of 
Wakejield, published in 1840, some of which 
he afierwards painted ; and, aa examples of 
book wood-out illastrations, they are almost 
perfect. 

In the year 1848, a great many of his 
pictures were brought together for exhibition 
by the Society of Arts, and excited general 
admiration. He waa a learner during his 
whole life, and remained a life student of 
the Academy till within a day or two of his 
death. For many years he lived at Bays- 
water, where he died on the I'th of July, 
1863, and was buried at Keosal Green 



Adg. '. 



'■] 



THE STAMP-CX>LLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



123 



Ceiiiut«ry. There is cow a bast of him, by 
Weekea, in the National Galloiy. 

Reviewing his career as an artist, we find 
that Mulready first began with " higli art," 
but soon took tu landscape painting and sab- 
jecta of character and humour. He was at one 
time a most diligent student of the Dutch 
masters, the fruits of which study were 
visible in the numerous figure pictures which 
he painted from ISIO till his death. His 
early pictares were of small size. From 
abont 1824 he aimed at greater freedom in 
drawing and richness of colouring, and had 
an unequivocal success. The most admired 
of his works were: "The Fight Interrupted," 
1815 ; " Idle Boj s," 181C ; " Wolf and the 
Lamb," 1820 ; " The Last In," 1835 ; 
" First Love," 1839 ; " Fair Time." 1840 ; 
"Train up a Child," 1841; "Crossing the 
Ford," 1842; "The Whistonian Contro- 
versy," 1843; "Choosing the Wedding 
Gown," 1845; "Women Bathing," 1849; 
£Hid " The Toy Seller," not finished, 1861. 

In the library of the British Museum are : 
Tlie Graeahopper's Feast, The Bidterfiiea' Ball, 
and several other children's books, the illns- 
tratioDH of which are said to be by Mulreody. 
In 1866, a work appeared, entitled Memorials 
of Mtilready, collected by P. G. Stephens, 
which contained photographs from fourteen 
of his paintings. The Amndel Society also 
have pnblished thirty photographs from his 
best pictures. William Godwin, the cele- 
brated political writer, gape, in the form of 
a child's book, a most interesting acconnt of 
the early life and studies of Mulready, nnder 
the title of The Looking Glass; or. True 
EiMtory of t1t6 Early Years of an Artigt, by 
Theophilns Marcliffe. This little book, which 
was pnblished in 1805, has now become of 
the greatest rarity, and contains fao-similes 
of some of Mulready's earliest sketches. 



THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
The first ordinary meeting of the Society 
was held on Saturday, the 26th of Jane, at 
Great George Street, Westminster. Several 
members were present. A paper, by Mr. 
Pemberton, on " Califomiaji Local Stamps," 
was read, and a large series of the Wells, 
Fargo, & Co., and other impressions, were 
exhibited. After the reading of this paper. 



a vote of thanks was passed to the writer. 
Dr. Yiner also proposed that Messrs. 
Pemberton and Erskine receive the thanks 
of the members for their " Reference List of 
New Zealand Stamps. " This was carried 



In consequence of the absence from town 
of many of the members. Dr. Viner proposed, 
and Mr. ^Vi]Bon seconded, that the next 
ordinary meeting of the Society be held on 
Saturday, 2nd October. 

At a meeting of the Committee, held upon 
the same day, members were balloted for, 
and other business transacted. 

It was decided that the meeting stand 
adjourned until the 2nd of October, " nnless' 
sammoned by the Secretary to elect members, 
or ezecnte some necessary business." 

Two errors occurred in our last report; 
one in connection with the Sydney labels, 
when we stated that the opinion of the mem- 
bers was against the acceptance of the brown 
and the fiesh or pink coloured threepemiies ; 
the other, with regard to the Java stamp. 
In fact, the brown 3d. Sydney was accepted 
as anthentic, and the sense of the meeting 
was in favour of the reception of the fiesh- 
colonred also. 

As to the Java, our report stated that 
Mr. Erskine promised to produce one of the 
impressions referred to by his correspondent, 
Dr. Smith, which any collector would ro- 
cognise from the description to be the car- 
rent 10 c. Java. What Mr. Erskine did say 
was, that he had asked Dr. Smith to make 
farther inquiries as to the possible currency 
of the Dutch Guiana in Java. 



ON THE EARLIEST SYDNEY STAMPS, 

AND ON PROOFS OF THE SYDNEY 

VIEWS. 

A PAPER BEAD BEFORE THE PHILATELIC BOCIETT, 
LONDON, Br THE PRESIDENT (MAT 29). 

Ok this, the first general meeting of our 
Society, I think I cannot do better than give 
you some information concemingthe earliest 
posti^e stamps of Anstralia. 

Having passed many years of my life in 
Sydney, and having been a member of the 
" Select Comoiittce of the Legislative Council 
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of New South WaleB," which passed the 

Act to eilallish a uniform rate of Postage, and 
to coyisolidaie and amend Ike Imv; for the eon- 
veijajicn (Mid Postage of Letters, upon the 
stamps in question I may be said to be an 
authority. 

Being in correspondence with Mr. Pember- 
ton, I sent him a copy of the Votes and 
Proceedings of the above-named Committee, 
which also contained the proceedings of the 
Select Committee, which eiarained and re- 
ported upon the bill named above ; and he in 
return asked me the meaning of the answer 
of Postmaster- General Raymond, in reply 
to question No. 76 in the said report, viz. : 
" At the present moment we do not make a 
(ffeat many stamps for the town delivery." 
To question 79, he says, "I charge eight 
shillings a hundred for the present stamps, 
so that the vendor has fonrpence profit on a 
hnndred." And to question 80, be aays, " 1 
have experienced some difficulty in inducing 
persons to use these envelopes ; for although 
the charge for postage when the envelope is 
not nsed is twopence, and the envelope only 
costs one peony, they have been very little 
used; of late, however, they have been much 
more generally used." On a Hubaequent 
day, Postmaster PLaymond said, " The chaise 
for letters delivered in Sydney is now one 
penny when stamps are used ; twopence 
without the prepaid stamps." He further 
said, " The stamps were supplied to sevoral 
stationers, who paid for them as they got 
them, but they found they could not sell 
them." 

The stamp here alluded to was to frank 
letters delivered twice a day within the 
limits of the city of Sydney. It was an 
nucolonred, embossed stamp ; the design 
being the royal arms, encircled by the words, 
GENEIUL POSr-OPFICE, »BW BOTJTH WALES ; and 

under the arms, stdnet. The impression 
was made on wrappers or envelopes of half 
sheets of foolscap paper. 

The impression was often very imperfectly 
struck, as the die was only an ordinary post- 
office seal, and the impression taken in a 
powerfnl letterpresa. 

In passing through the post-offlce, the 
hour of delivery, in an oblong, octagonal 
frame, was imprinted in black ink on the 



stamp, to obliterate it ; and the envelope was 
also stamped in red ink, with the word free, 
the day of the month and year within a 
circle, sormonnted by a crown. 

I had forgotten the existence of this 
stamp, but on receipt of Mr. Pemberton's 
inquiry, I wrote to my friends at Sydney, 
and fortunately procured a used specimen. 
This cover, after having passed through the 
post-office, had been used to write an order 
for goods upon, filed as a voucher, and 
thna preserved ; and by this means is 
authenticated by the handwritingB written 
on the inside thereof. The date of the post- 
mark on this envelope is October 5, 1849. 
Sydney being a moderate-sized town, and the 
chief office being the only post-office in the 
city, it was generally as easy for a domestic to 
deliver a letter by hand as to take it to the 
post-office. The awkward shape of the 
envelopes also caused many to fold the 
embossed stamps out of sight ; and many 
letters prepaid were thus charged twopence 
before the stamps were discovered. For 
these and other reasons, the stamp was very 
little employed, and had almost passed out 
of memory, 

1 have also the pleasure to lay before the 
Society six esflays of the one penny views of 
Sydney, evidently taken before the first plate 
was finally decided upon. They appear to be 
lithographic transfers by Clayton, printed 
bright red on India paper; the spandrels are 
red with white dots, instead of white with 
red dots, as was afterwards decided upon. 
My correspondent at Sydney — -who sent mo 
the slip of six essays — -says, that the govern- 
.ment decided not to print from atone, but 
from metal ; and no stamps like these essays 
were ever issued. 

I have also to exhibit to the members of 
the Society six proofs, which I believe to 
have been taken from the first threepenny 
plate. These stamps are printed on India 
paper, pressed into card; the colonr is a 
blue-green, and each varies from the others 
in various minute details. 

These proofs came to me also from the 
gentleman who forwarded me the essays, 
and who was for many years head of the 
Foreign Office. He writes, " The difficulty 
is io obtaining nnobliterated stanns; as till 
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the old plates were ordered to bo destroyed 
aa Boon ae new designs were approved of; 
the stamps I send I obtained by chance." 
The government printer also writes, " I am 
aorry I cannot famish yon with any speci- 
mens of onr obsolete stamps ; the anthorities 
of the dark and by-gone ages had a mania 
to destroy the plates and everything coq- 
nected with a stamp aa soon as it was super- 
aeded." 

I give yon the above remarks as a small 
oontribation to the history of the stampa of 
New South Wales, and trost that other 
members of the Society, both resident in 
England and abroad, will from time to time 
present ns with papera on stamps, with the 
early history of which they are personally 
&miliari so that we may thus be able to 
record mnch information, which may not 
appear now of great importance, bat which 
will be most valuable hereafter. 



ON A NEW RUSSIAN LOCAL STAMP. 
(a paper read before the philatelic eociett, 

LOSDON, BV THE SECHETABY, MAY 29tH, 18ti9.) 

I BATE great pleasnre in bringing before yoar 
notice a local stamp, which, so far as I cau 
learn at present, has only lately been issued 
in Bnssia. I know of only two specimens 
now in England, and both were obtained 
from the wife of the governor of one of the 
cities in North Rnssia. 

The stamp is nsed for postal pnrposes in 
the township or district of Borowitchy, 
province of Novt^^orod. Description: In the 
middle of a rectangular ground are placed 
three concentric circles, between the two 
onter of which are the words boroteitchskaia 
POCHTOTAiA II AREA (Borowitchy postage 
stamp). The inner circle is divided verti- 
cally by a line. la the left semi-circle is 
represented the sun with rays on a dotted 
ground. In the right semi-circle is shown 
a rudder on a white groond. Above and 
below the outermost circle of the three jast 
named, will be found two parts of circlea, 
containing, in the upper one, a star and the 
word ZGUSSOi (rural), and in the lower, a 
star and poghtti (post). To the right and 
left f^e also placed semi-circles, both of 
which enclose the valne, 5 kof. In the four 



comers are circlea, each containing the 
numeral 5 on a white ground, the whole 
being on a rectangular ground formed of 
closely-drawn horizontal and vertical crossed 
Hues, printed in hlack on white wove thick 
paper. Over the face of the stamp, with 
the exception of the central and corner 
circles, is laid a coat of dnil lake, an outer 
black line surrounds the rectangle, and the 
stamp is imperforate,* 

The design and execution of this stamp 
is of a very low order, bat still, from its 
nationality, it is rather interesting, seeing 
that it tends to disprove the statements, 
which doubtless all have read in the philatelio 
journals, viz. ; that the Russian government 
only allows its officially- issued stampa to be 
current in the empire, and enables ns to 
have greater faith in the nnthenticity of the 
Livoiiian labels. 

THE "ECHO" ON THE NATIONAL 

POST-BAG, 
It does not appear that the increase of postal 

business arises from the fact that the organi- 
sation of the post-ofBoe is ramifying over a 
more extended area, or that it is reaching 
districts hitherto untonched by the civilising 
influence of the postmaster. There is a slight 
tncrenae in the number of post-ofBces, fitly 
additional ones having been opened fgr busi- 
ness between IB65 and 1867. Butpopulation 
grows, and education spreads ; and the total 
number of letters delivered in the United 
Kingdom, which was 720,000,000 in 1865, 
had increasedin 1867 to 774,000,000, Thus 
in the former year there were delivered on 
the average four-and-twenty letters per head, 
reckoning the whole population ; and in the 
latter year the average had risen to twenty 
six per head. Of course, except as a con- 
venient expression in calculations, these 
averages are entirely valueless ; for, apart 
from the fact that children are included in 
the estimate, there is nothing into which 
more variability enters than the amount of 
a man's correspondence, Bnsiness letters 
and circulars must always stand for much, 
and, personally, correspondence vanes with 
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professional work and. individual charac- 
teristics; if a man ia & hard-Trorkcd barrister 
or phyaiciau, to whom bnsinesa brings com- 
paratively few letters, his contributions will 
not lately swell the ^gregate ; a gossiping 
temper and garrulous friendlineSB are ex- 
tensive patrons of the post-office ; while the 
morose and the lazy, as well as the otherwise 
busy and the fickle, arrest the balance tiy 
their nnfrequent excnrsiona into penman- 
ship. Then comes ignorance to disfranchise 
a host of possible letter-writers ; for let ns 
not forget the fact of which the nation 
ought to be ashamed, that one- quarter of our 
adult male population, at the marriageable 
age, are incapable of signing their names in 
tho regintry-book. So that let no one think 
we are an edocated people because we get, 
on the avK^e, twenty-six letters apiece in 
the year, or one every fortnight. Distin- 
gmshiDg the three kingdoms, we find, 
singularly enough, that Scotland, though 
more highly educated than England, cannot 
boast of so high an average per head of the 
population, which may be explained by the 
far larger share of business correspondence 
that falls to the great English commercial 
centres. Ireland lags fer behind, distributing 
only eleven letters per head in the year, 
against an average of twenty-nine in 
England and twentj-fonr in Scotland. This 
«mphatio testimony to the still abject and 
hopeless pennry of the Irish peasantiyis the 
more painful because it subsists in spite of 
an admirably efficient system of national 
schools. 

The book-post is making its way, too, still 
more remarkably than the letter-carrying 
business, and is cutting ontthe elder institu- 
tion of an impressed newspaper postage in a 
&Bhion worthy of Lord Hartingdon's con- 
sideration. Upwards of fifty-three millions of 
book-packets, including patterns and news- 
papers, posted with an adhesive stamp, were 
delivered in 1865 ; but in 186? nearly sixty 
millions of packets, weighing not less than 
4,711 tons, passed through the offices of the 
United Kingdom. In the same period, the 
circulation of newspapers with the impressed 
stamp through the post had decreased by one 
million of papers, falling from forty-three 
and a-balf to forty-two and a-half milliona. 



In fact, the cbai^ of one penny on each 
newspaper for the government frank is too 
high to induce the general public to double 
or ireblo the cost of the journal as it is 
bought in tho streets, at the newsvondor's 
shop, or at the railway- bookstall, on the 
mere chance of caring to send it by post 
afterwards to a friend. It is just as inox- 
penstve and as easy to affix an adhesive 
stamp aflorwards to the paper, if required, 
and send it as a book jiacket. The public 
do not cnre for the barren privilege of re- 
porting stale nows for a fortnight, nor will 
they purchase newspapers with the impressed 
stamp unless they gain something by doing 
so rather thau by availing themselves of the 
book- post. 

In spite of any increase of labour that may 
arise from the change. Lord Hartington will 
act wisely in hastening tho performance of 
the ministerial promise, that the English 
newspapers shall not be leil the only victims 
in the world of civilised postage to the op- 
pressive charge of a penny stamp. The 
halfpenny postage stamp for newspapers is 
a reform Jbr which we ought not th have 
been kept waiting so long, and for which 
certainly we shall not be content to wait 
much longer. The administrative ability of 
our post-office is not equalled by its courage 
in accepting necessary reforms. Continental 
nations beat us hollow in postal enterprise. 
Take for example the "card-post" of Ger- 
many, to which we drew attention a few days 
ago. How long should we have to wait until 
an English postmEkster-geucral should dovise 
of his own accord a plan for a halfpenny 
stamped card, with one side blank for the 
address and the other for any brief message 
not of a private character ? In London 
such a pltui would be found of immense con- 
venience ; and London, be it remembered, 
pays £1,286,000 annually in postage^ out of 
a total return for England and Wales of 
£3,678,000. We do not' mean to press the 
adoption of any such scheme at present, for 
the hands of government are abundantly 
full, and the work of fitting the telegraphs 
into the system of postal organisation ia of 
itself a task of grave respouaibility. Then 
the halfpenny newspaper stamp is the next 
step to which the government a 
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in the way of postal reform ; nor do wo 
desire to divert atteation from these impor- 
tant labours to any lesser projects of im- 
prOTement. What wewialiLord Hartington 
to take to heart is the nnfavourable contrast 
that m.aat be drann between the eoergetic 
enterprise of foreign governments in the ex- 
tension of postal oonveniences, and the timid 
conserratismofonrEuglish ministers. When 
once the change has been effected in this 
country it is carried out with nnsurpassed 
-seal and vigour. So we tmst that when the 
telegraphs are in operation under govern- 
ment control, at sixpenny and threepenny 
rates, and when the halfpenny stamp for 
newspapers has brought knowledge, now 
nntasted, to the doors of many thonsands 
of the population, the public will still con- 
irinne to press on the attention of the post- 
office that there can be no finality in im- 
provement, and that the nation concedes a 
great monopoly upon the understanding 
that it is not thereby to lose the advantages 
of enterprise and economy, 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

Making a Little Monet oo aLono Wat. — SeDding 
a post-oWcB order lot 2d. to AuBtralii. — Judi/. 

The Mtthical Ddtch Guiana.— A friend of oars 
says he has reasan to believe the deiign hilherto known 
Rs thB "llutcb 3uiana" ia nritber mora nor less than an 
esaaji. He is utill pushing his inquiriea, and hopea to 
obtain a. aolulion of the qintBtion. 

MoBT or THF Country Pobtsien in the neighbour- 
"hood of Hereford, flre to beproTideil with Telofiipedea by 
thu inhabitant of the dinlncls through which they pa>a, 
it being believed that by thia means the delivery ofletters 

Gotehnuent and the Teleobapbr.— The moment 
the telegrnpbB page into the handa of government, every 
letter-box and every pillar-boi will be constituted an 
office of deposit where roeuagea may be received to be 
forwarded to their deatination. 

Death of the Govehnoh op the Vihqin Iblantis. 
— From a recent letter from the American I'orrespondent 
of the 2VnM», ve learn with regret that Sir Arthur 
Rumboldt, Uart., is dead. The late governor of the 
Virgin Islands took a narm intereat in the poalal eniia- 
aions of Ms eolony, and it waa by his desire that the 
postmaster of Tortota forwarded to our publiahera speci- 
nieii copiea of the atampa aa they appeared, with a view 
to their being noticed in theae pagcB. 

COKRESPOSDENCE. 

THE SCINDE DEVICE. 
To (J« Bfitor 0/ "Tarn Stakp-Collectob's Magazine." 

Deah S™, — Now thai the Seinde stamp question is on 
.1, ..__.■, .L. ..11 — ■ — i._._-_^._ _. ^ token in my 
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>f Uancheater, encircled by 
Tears tnilv, 
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iDDLET ATLEE. 



THE OLD SWISS STAMPS. 
7S> Uu EdUer of "Tub Btahf-CoIjI^ cios'a MAOAinre." 

Dbau Sin,—! have read with interest the artiele in 
your pages on the " Old Swiaa SUmps." WoaU you bs 
so kind aa to inform me in your " Anawera to Correspon- 
dentai" hovr the mii^tako Gnt arose of appropriating th« 
Vaud and Meufchatel stamps to these special Cantons? 
Alao is it not lilielj that the Wintcrtbur stamp belongs 
to the some category aa theae — bearing, aa it doea, tha 
mme arms and no name of a canton ? 

Have you any idea of erer reprinting vols. i. and il. 
(at any rale vol. i.) of your Riagniina } I am sure they 
would be eagerly welcomed by thoac who did not pur- 
chase the magazma at the time of its drst publication. 
I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

mirn. t. I. A. 



THE LA GDAIRA STAMPS, &o. 

ro(A( J5l/i(oro/"T(IESTAMl'-COLLECTOE'sMAaAZIKB." 

Dear Sia,-I ahould be indebted to "J. H. E." if ho 
would forward liia specimen of the 2 ra. La Guaira, which 
appears to be perforated "in aerpentine," to some com- 
petent peraau for opiaion aa to its genuineness, or the 
aocrebiry of the philatelic Eooiety for the opinion of 
members. Should it eiiat as agenuine perforalioii, that 
does not prove " Theta " right in terming it the earliest 
method of peforadon used for the La Guaiia etampa. Tha 
only lecognised perforationa are machine, obliijue, and 
painted, anything else is quite recent, certainly not 






ia being revived. After all that can be said, the 

end can inly be attained by a perfectly blank book, the 
leavea of which nan be moved at pleaaure, and easily, 
Mah^ of Parxa, I believe, sells albuma on this pr"-"-'- 



liahing n new album would write to me at my privat 
■ddreea, I would communicate the plan used. It is, 
however, costly, as the albums are made to order. I 
provide no space for envelopes in my album, I keep Ihera 
loose, as I know no plan of placing them in books which 
ia thoroughly satisfactory. 

Respecting Boston forgeries, I have addressed the auc- 
eeeding letterto TAe Phileliliit, and other papers. 



Chtiler Saad, ntar Birmingham, 

THE BOSTON FORGERS. 

To (A«£lftoro/"THESTiBF-COLLECTOa'B Maqaiinb." 
Dear SiH,—ThaYalueof the revelations already made, 
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•' You cannot touch pitch without bcii 
"Tou cannot wrealle with 8 Bweep, without being covered 
with «oot " (or words to that eflect), and they aia ampl; 
borne out in thociiMof Ba«lontDrgcr>, and Iho eipoaurca 
made by Yan Uimum and injtelf. A> I said above, the 
— '-- of the rerelations ronj- b« (tuaged bj the abuiiye- 
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The two people who ha^o achieved the greatest 
notoriety through the bolduess of their dealing, are ;— 

Taylor and LirouD. 
They are very cloaely connected; their advertlsBmentB 
ore all ws find in the magazine published in Ljfoid'B 
name; the attacU upon mo (publiBhed by Van Rinsum in 
hia 6lh number) is eigncd " Chas. A. Ljfovd," but i< in 
Taylor') hnnawriting. 

There is, however, another Boaton asaoeiation, who 
Tirioiuly si^, J. U. Chute, Fred. A. Waahbume, and 
George Stewnrt. From letters beiiring these signaturee, 
I have no hetilation in ts) ing that thoy are all written by 
one perfon, though in eiicli Ciiae they are eicrllunlly 
disguised. Mr. Van Kinsum tells me of another peraon, 
V. W. Learned, who is connected with (he lale or 
making of forgeries. The publication of theee names 
must act as some check on their proceedings, as thete is 
plenty of profit to be made from Iha legitimate aale of 
stamps, for these people to avoid the trade in foigcries. 
Bo long as they continue dealing in forgeries, bo long 
thoy will bo mercileesly eiposed, that dealers, Ac, may 
know from whom to avoid liuviag. I received a letter 
from a. Allan Tajlor, asking for some numbers of The 
BtBtap-Colttelor'tEevitV!. His real object in writing to 
me it ia hnrd to fathom; posaibly he thought to make 
■ome capital out of my reply ; perhaps ho may publish 
some prelndtd reply of mme in his paper, 1 therefore 
wish to Bay that the following was the whole of my 
reply:— 

tCoW-) „ , ^ , „,„ 



imlnlpllwRsHptofinir IKMrof. 



The straight-forward dealers and eolleetors of Bt 
(and such do exist) must not feel offended at ii.y way of 

ipealiing of some of iheir fellow- '" wi... i . 

written has been for the benefit oi ^__ 
the trade done in high-class forgeries. 



Yours faith hilly. 



EDWARD L. FEUBERTOH. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



L. L , Brighton- — You can procure the Suez stamps of 
ly rCBpectiible dealer, though probably at ' ~ 

Kh pnce, owing to the short currency thesi 



-e frequently fo 



_. , .... ___. ._ ___ _.. _.ire that the 

Philatolio Society contemplates the establishmeat of 
branches at prcaent. 

Mr- Dtj.il, Bath.— Weare obliged for the sketches from 
Bentley, but as Uiey do not in any way concern postage 
stamps, we could not insert them. 

i*. T., Bristol.— There wer« two editions of the Lubeok 
envelopes ; one, the eariiar. with the atamp and inscrip- 
tion on the left-hand comer ; the other, and later, with, 
theae on the right. 

E. H., Belfast.- There are two varieties of the shilling 
stamp usedin the Virgin Islands — one encloacd in a simple 
lined frame ; the othur (marc recently issued) in a broad 
border, and of a deeper colour. 

A TouBQ CoLLKCToa.~We have seen it Btated that 
the reason of the substitution of green for black as the 
Oilour of the I c. Dutch was, that on the black ttamp the 
postmark did not thow up clearly enough. 

AuTBBisK, Kentish Town.— There ia both a deep warm 

velopc with green inscription, and the two are, m our 
oninion. nell worth collecting. 

LovKa, Chichester.— The 2 rla. Spanish of 
mtly found of a light pink, approach- 
e 1 c., than of the 
which vou speak. The latter colour 
cannot, however, be termed rare. 

JoHJS i., Slourh.— The Brunswick star postmark il. 
wo bel eve, peeuTiar to the Edinburgh post-office. The 
general 8ootch mark consists of a number between two or 
ihi-ce long horiEonCal lines, the space on each side of the 
number being filled in with short lines. 

Q. W. BlNNs.— We do not leoolleet ouraeives havinj- 
aeen any Chilian stamps without watermark, but do not 
daubc that there arc such stamps in existence, asLevrault 
states that he has met with both the 6 and the 10 c. thus 
distinguished. 

Ulahche, Cheater.— The Bergen bT'FOST stamp with 
figure 2 does eiiat, but bsrely so. We asked an ac- 
quaintanea of our* who lately went to Bergen, to obtain 
a amall quantity of these 2 ak- stamps, and he replied, 
tending us half-a'dozen copies, which he said were 
all that the by-poat office had in hand at the time of 
his visit. The colour of this stamp is a rather deep pink. 

Alpha.— We do not see any such distinctive and 

S-aiseworthy feature in your plan for the Cemplela 
tff-ena Calaiogut of Stampi which you contemplate 
publiahing, as would justify us in pre£cting succeas* to 
your work.— The designs referred to at p. 70, vol. i-, of 
Slamp- Collictot't Xagaiini were (so far as we con our- 
selves reeoUeot at this distance of time) those of a seriea of 
fictitious stamps, represented to be (or Costa £ica. 

j. T. II. — The stamp you enclose ia that generally known 
as the " big-head." It was iasued by the New York post- 
master on his own authority, but accepted by other offices 
as evidence of pre-payment of postage. Inis and some 
other aimitar atamps really served as pioneera to the 
goYcmment issue of 1817, testing and dcmonBtrating the 
feasibility of the scbeme. — You will sec that the article 
on " Beprints " is continued in the present number. ^Dr. 
dray's catalogue is delayed iu the press, but we entertain 
hopes of its early appearance. — We should think any 
dealer could supply you with the four \ schg. Meckten- 
biu:g-£chwerin, dotted ground onited together, and fbfm- 
ing one atamp, either used or unused. . 



.ioogle 
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NOTES ON THE LOCALS OP 

CALIFORNIA, OREGON, AND BRITISH 

COLUMBIA. 

liY KDWAED t. PEMBERTON. 
(Rfad ie/ert the PhilaUUe Siieiefy. London, Jun> SUA, 



After tbe diBCovery of gold in Califomia, 
and the inflox of miners, it became a neces- 
sity to have reliable conveynncos, to forward 
tbe letters and gold dust. A new conntry, 
so to speak, withont roads, the governnient 
alow in establishing post-rootes, and the 
uncertainty of the postal service, called for 
the formation of prirate companies, to carry 
letters and trensnro from the different 
raining camps to San Francisco. For this 
service they charged diffei'ent rates, from 
one dollar to ten cents for every letter, and 
impressed their fravl-B as they were termed, 
on the United States prepaid envelopes. 
This marks the peculiar value of these locals, 
as, with tbe eseeption of the Pony Eipress, 
and Langton's Humboldt's Express, none 
are adhesive, and those npon envelopes are 
found only in conjanction with the United 
States emboaaed stamps, government carry- 
ing part way, the private company tbe rest. 
Previous to the emission of prepaid (i.e., 
embossed) envelopes in September, 1853, of 
course tbe companies impressed their franks 
on any letter or envelope carried by them. 
The oldest franks were simple band-stamps ; 
later the companies printed from wood-cats, 
or from type ; none of them were beautiful 
to look npon, being for utility and not for 
show. The different companies connect with 
each other, and a letter delivered to one 
company, frequently bears the band-stamps of 
others, over whose routes it has had to 
pass. 

The earliest commtnies seem to have been 
Adams A Co., and Beresford & Co., the for- 
mer beine most snccrasful ; but when they 
failed. Wells, Fargo, & Co. took to their 
rentes, and are now tbe most extensik'e 
express company in the world. They carry 
letters covered by their franks, across the 
Paci6c ocean, to the Sandwich Islands, Japan, 
and Hong Kong; soatb to Mexico and 
Panama; north to Victoria, Oregon, and 



British Colnmbia ; east to Idaho, Wyoming, 
Colorado, and Utah territories, and to all 
the principal cities of the United States. 
Very otlen opposition companies have been 
started, but so far with little success. Last 
June (1868) the Pacific Union Eipress was 
put into operation with a large capita!, as an 
opposition company to Wells, Fargo, &, Co., 
with what success time will ^how, but the 
popularity of Wells, Fargo, ifc Co. may be 
gathered from a perasal of the article on 
page 177 of Tlic Stamp-Collector a Magaxim 
for December, 1865. 

The large labels of Wells and the Union 
company, are not stamps and have no value, 
though many are engraved as such, notably 
Barnard's Cariboo Express, Dietz & Nelson, 



DIETZ & NELSON'S 

B. C. & V. 



EXPRESS 

FROM 

VICTOFII.^. 



&c. All express companies nse snch labels to 

paste on their packages to show that tbey are 
the forwarders. Sometimes tbey are found 
pasted on the companies' envelopes, which 
denotes that such envelopes have contained 
coin; the label has no value other than to 
show that the letter is mentioned in the way- 
bill, and may be traced. Still, as the com- 
panies charge extra on letters containing 
coin, the label might, by a stretch, be con- 
sidered a registration label, as it proves the 
extra fee — which is in fact a fee for register- 
ing the letter in the way-bill— to have been 

Respecting obsolete companies, I am not 
in a position to give mnch information, be- 
yond a mere description of those whose franks 
I possess, and the names of some companies 
of which I have never seen specimens, thongh 
I have received advices from San Pi-ancisco 
that they have been in existence. So little 
being known about these locals, I will qnote 
all particulars of those which I possess, i 
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I.— lanlj-Btamps, ^tbions io introiwtion 
of tmbosstlt tnticio^es. 

ADAMS & CO.'S EXPEESS. 

So. 1. — Thia company being fused, on 
its failure, with Wells & Co., before the 
iotroductioQ of prepaid United States en- 
velopes, only used a common baod-Btamp, 
double oval, about two inches by one. My 
only specimen bears " Adams & Co.'s ex- 
press, Sacramento," in red capitals. Letter 
dated March 29, 1863. 

The obliterationa unfortunalelj only give dny of month, 
not the }'cav, eo no clue 1b to be found m to tlieir time of 
use, exci'pt when [he envelope hu been dated hj sender 
or receiver. 

■WELLS, FARGO, & CO/S EXPEES8. 
No. 2. — Small blue double oval, name 
and SACRAMENTO in blae capitals. Letter 
dated December 3, 1852. 

BERESFOKD & CO.'S EXPRESS. 
I have no particnlars beyond name and 
fact that this company used a hand-stamp. 

n.— Itanlis from iooolj-liloclis ox i^t, in 
torjamtion loit^ t^t Hniitlr Statts 
itiklo^cs. 

A. — Obsolete. 

J.ANGTON'8 PIONEER EXPRESS, PAID. 
§ First issue. Two dies. 
Die 1. — Small letters. 



Mo. 3.— Black, on 3 c. of 1853 issue, and 

4th die (see Tli^ Slamp-OoUeclur'n Magazine, 
vol. vii., p. 109) ; obliteration : black oval, 

LANOTON'S ESPEESS, IWWKIKVILLE J date, SEPT. 

16, ia centre. 

No. 4. — Black, out from envelope, but ob- 
literated in i-cd, uiHirsviLLE. 



Die 2. — Larger letters, enda of frame less 
pointed. 

No. 5. — Black, cot from envelope, oblitera- 
tion cut away. 

No. 6. — Red, cnt from envelope, oblitera- 
tion cut away. 

A bine I^tngton's is mentioned in The 
Stamp Gollector't M-iga»ine, but seems apoc- 
ryphal. 

§ Second issue. —Florid wood-cut, irregular 
ontline, oblong. 

No. 7.— Black, on 3 c, 1861 ; oblitera- 
iion: langtom's pionekr express, forest crti, 
in blue oval; no date. 

No. 8. —Black, on 3 c, 18C4; oWitera- 
tion r 8M ARTS V ILL B, rest illegible, in green 
oval ; dated in ink. May, 1805, Both bear 
Wells, Fargo, & Co.'s hand-stamped franks. 
No. 7. has three franks of Wells, Fargo, & 
Co.'s Marysville, two of April 26, and one 
of April 29. No. 8 has one frank of 
Wells, Fargo, & Co. May IC. Langton's 
envelope is pasted at back of the directed 

This eompany tm bought by WsIIb, Fargo, ft Co., on 
the death of LangUin. 

HOLLAND, MOELET, & CO.'S ESPaESS, PAID. 

Wood-cut, scroll, fancy letters. 

No. 9.— Bla.:k, on A c. of 1861. Oblite- 
ration: HOLLAND, UOBLET, AND CO.'S EXPREES, LA 

PORTE, CAL., in blue double oval; no dato. 
Bears Wells, Fargo, & Co.'s frank, uaryii- 

viLLE, NOV. 4, in blue. 

VUEELEB'S EXPRESS, PAID. 
Wood-cut precisely like last. 
No. 10. — Black, cut from envelope. 

GSEENUOOD £ HEWIUUEB, PAID NORTHERH 



Black on 3 c, 1861. Three specimens, 
No. 11, — Obliteration; gbeehhood & sew- 

BAUEB in fall, WEAVEBVILLB, APRIL 21, in 

double bine circle ; dated in pencil, Afkil 24, 
1863. 

No. 11a. — Ubtiterationaslast, Sept. l,and 
dated in pencil, Sept. 5, 1864. 

No. 12. — Obliteration as last, but in black, 
Oct. 2. 

TfaU eomptui; vM bought by WvlLi, Fu^, ft Co. 



Sept. I, 
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TKUICAN & CHAFMAN-S EXPRESS. 

Wood-cat, oblong, engine and foar trncks, 
with 8. F. and S. J. Railroad below (San 
FranciBCO and Saint Joeepb). 

No. 13.— Black on 8 c. of 1S61 ; ob. 
literation: REDWOOD, oal., in double bice 
circle ; no date. This envelope is pasted at 
the back of the directed one. 



Type printed, oblong fancy fmnie, lettered 

Ptll>, CONNECTING WITH WELLS, FAUOO, & CO., 
AT KBVADA CITT, CAL. 

No. 14.— Sepia on 3 c of 18C4; ob- 
literation : hoore'b flat, APRIL 2, in black 
circle. Contrary to nsnal, the United States 
stamp is obliterated by black bars. 

HUNT 4 HAKrS WAEREN'S EXPHESS, 
PAID MC. 
Wood-cnt, in florid irregalar frame, ob- 

No. 15.— Black, on 3 c. of 1864. No 
oblitoration, bat pen-stroked; dated in iuk,' 
DEC. 4, '67. 
Thii compuij a in Idaho Unitory, tlie gold-prnduciDi; 

LATFA'S MOUNTAIN EXPKE3S, PAID. 

Wood-cat, oblong, with two fonr-horse 
coaches. 

Ko. 16.— Black on 3 c. of 1864. No 
obliteration. Bears Wells, Fargo, & Co.'s 
frank, NEVADA, mar. 7, in blue oval. 
LA PORTE EXPltESS CO., PAID. 

No. 17. — Wood-cnt, oblong, shape of 
Wells, Fanjo, & Co-'b, paid forma back- 
RFonnd. Black, on a c. of 1864. Oblitera- 
tion: LA POBTE EXPKESa CO., LA POKTE, OCT. 

!>, bine, oval. 

Bought out b; Well^ Fargo, & Co. 
WOOD & CO.'S EXPEE8S. 
Wood-cnt, miner in npri^t oval, orna- 
ments above and below. 

No. 18.— Black on 3 c. of 1864. No 
obliteration ; bears Wells, Fargo, & Co.'s 
frank, oboville, uar. 7, in blue, oval. 



§ lat. — Hand-stamped, oval. 

No. 19.— Black, oa 3 c, 1864; obliter- 
ation : WHiTiNQ & CO., APR. 16, Tfist ill^ible. 



black circle. Bears Wells, Fargo, & Co.'s red 
label, OROViLLB, cal., showing it was a coin 
letter. This is a most cnrions envelope, and 
is marked in writing as from "Crescent 
Mills." 

§ 2nd. — Wood-cnt, scroll label 

Black, on 3 c, 1864, fonr specimens. 

No. 20.— No obliteration. Bears Whiting 
& Co.'s red label from "Crescent Mills," coin 
letter. 

No. 21,— Obliteration : tatlobsyille, cal., 
UAT 20, in black circle. 

No. 22.— No obliteration. Bears Wells, 
Fargo, & Co,'s frank, uartsvillb, adq, ;^. 

No. 23.— No oblitoration. Bears Wells, 
Fat^, & Co.'s frank for oboville, dec. 14. 
There is one known dated in pencil, uarcu 3, 
1866. 



Wood-cnt, scroll label, two specimens. 

No. 24.— Black, on 3 c, 1864. Obliter- 
ation : 1X)[CBKST0WN, SEC, rest illegible, in 
very large bine oval. 

Bears Wells, Pargo, & Co.'s frank, JAN., 
rest illegible, bine, oval. 

No. ■24a comes from la portb, sierra co., 
CAL., bears Wells, Fargo, & Co.'s frank, 
UABI3V1LLE, in bluo, date mar. 29. 



Wood-cut, no border. Paid forms gronnd. 
Black, ou 3 c. of 1864. Three apeci- 

No. 25.— No obliteration. Bears Wells, 
Fargo, & Co.'s frank, idauo citv, i, t., 

UAY 24. 

No. 26.— No obliteration. Bears Wells. 
Fargo, & Co.'s frankj BOISE crrr, i. T., apl. 
2G, both in blue. I, T. means Idaho Terri- 
tory, 

No. 26a.— No obliteration. Bears Wells, 
Fargo, & Co.'s frank, salt lake cirr, i;. t., 
MAT 3, in black, oval. 
ThU oompaiiy waa bought out bj Tells, Fargo, & Co. 

LAUPINO & CO.'S EXPRESS, PAID. 
Wood-cut, PAID forms ground, oblong. 
No, 27. — Black, cut from envelope. 
Thi» campiuiy was baught out by WelLa, Fargo, & fo. 



U, Fargo, & Co, 

noogfe 
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ZACE'S SKOW-SHOE EXPRESS, PAID. 
Wood-cut, in fancy frame, oblong. 
No. 28. — Black, cut from eDvelope. 



Wood-cut, in oblong double linear frame. 
No. 29. — Black, on cut envelope. 

SWIFT & CD'S EXPRESS, PAID. 
Wood-cut, on short pointed and indented 
label. 

No. 30.— Black, on 10 c. of 1855, un- 



TIIE CENTHAL OVERLAND CAUFORNIA AND 
PIKE'S PEAK EXPRESS COMPANY, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Hand-stamped, oral, date in centre. 
' No. 31.— Red, on a common envelope. 
Bears Wells, Fargn, & Co.'s pony expr&ss, 
SAN FRANCISCO, with horse in red oval; bears 
ST. JOSEPH, no., APR. 20, in green circle, dated 
8. TSANCisco, APR. ] 'i, and is directed by 
sender per pom sspRtfaa of 13th apl., 1861. 
The pony express contract commenced March 
2, 1861. This ie probably the pony express 
prepaid hand-stamp, used before the stamps 
were prepared. 

TRUMAN & CO.'S PAID EXPRESS. 

Three varieties. 

§ )st— Wood-cut, label like Wells, Fargo, 
& Co.'s, fancy letters. 

Black on 3 c. of 1864, Two specimens- 
No. 32.— Dated in ink, OCT. 4, 

No. 33.- No obliteration. 

§ 2nd. — Same die, with address added 
below, outside label, viz., uebch ant's- ex- 
change BUILuma, BATTERY STREET, OPPOSITB 

THE POST OFfiCE. Black, on three o. of 1864. 
Pour specimens. 

No. 34.— Pen-stroked. 

No. 35.— Pen-stroked, dec. 7, '66. 

No. 36. — Pen-stroked, jons 5, '67. 

No. 37. — Obliteration, small double blue 
circle, mountain view, Bakta clara, dec. 26. 

§ 3rd. — Same design as 2, bnt s. f. and 

B. J. B. R. EXPRESS at top. 

No. 38.— Black, on 3 c. of 1864, pen- 
sbrokod. 

NoTB — Thia eompgny waa bought out by the Pacific 
Vnlau EiproM Co. 



PACIFIC STAGE AND EXPRESS CO., PAIR. 

Wood-cot, label like Wells, Fargo, & Co.'s, 
stage coach and hills, oblong. 

No. 39.— Black on 3 c. of 1861, two 
specimens. 

No. 40. — Both nnnsed, 

No. 40a. — Is a reprint on a plain envelope. 

PACIFIC STAGE AND FJCPRESS CO., PAID, SAN 
FRANCISCO, SACRAMENTO, AUBURN, 
GRASS VALLEY, NEVADA, EUREKA, 
■\TRGINLV. 

Wood-cut, stage coach and paid in ovnl, 
lettering in another outer oval. Black, on 
3 c, 18til. 

No. 41. — Unused. 

No. 4lA. — Is a reprint on a plain envelope. 

OBOnLLE AND SUSiNSVILLE EXPRE&S, PAID. 

Hand-stamped, oval. 

No 84.— Blue, on Wells, Fawfo, A Co.'s 
3 c, 1864. 

or this company we have only their hand- 
frank ; possibly and probably there is a wood 
type-printed frank on a United States 



'elope. This will apply to No. 31, the 
■ " ' • ' Pike's r ' " 
pany. 



Central Overland and 



I Peak Com- 



This conclndes the specimens of companies 
altogether obsolete. 

Thirty varieties, twenty-three companies. 
and forty-six specimens. Of these, six are 
hand-stamped franks, viz. : 

Wells, Fareo, & Co. of 1852. 

Adams & Co. of 1853. 

Whiting's Feather River. 

Central Overland and Pike's Peak. 

Poay Express. 

Oroviile and Snsansville Express. 



Ctfite, 676 and 6SI, Maritl Stmt, B. F. 
Type printed, in dotted oblong frame, 
PAID printed downwards at right end of 
label. 

No. 42.— Blue, on 3 c. of 1864, white 
paper. 

No. 43.~Blne, on S c. of 1864, bnff paper. 
Half-Moon Bay U nbout 6J milpa from San FrtineUco. 



Sept. 1, 1869.] THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



PACTFIC UNION EXPftESS CO., P.UD. 

Wood-cut, scroll. 
On 3 c. of 1864. 

No. 44. — Red on vrhite. 

No. 45.— R«d on buff. 

Ho. 45*.— Orange-red on bnff. 

No. 46.— Light rose on wliite. 

No. 47.^Light rose on lemon. 
On 6 c. of 1SG4, rose, official enveloptis. 

No. 48.— Red on white. 

No. 49.— Red on bnff. 

No. 50.— Deep red on buff. 

Ko. 51. — Rose on white. 

Ho. 52.— Rose on bnff. 

I have never seen any higher valnes than 
6 c, and do not think they exist, for I have 
asked for them in vain. 

BAMBEB & CO.'S TAID EXPEESS. 

Four varieties. 
I.. — ^Wood-cut, scroll with fancy ends. 

No. 53.— Black, on 3 c. of 1861, unused 
(61 and 62) on old 12 and 24 c, tinnsed. 

II. — Hand-stamped: j. bamber & CO.'s CONTBA 

COSTA EXPRESS, PAID. 

No. 54. — Blue, cnt from envelope. 
III. — Wood-cnt aa T., scroll curled at ends. 
Black, on 3 c. of 1864 ; sis specimens. 

No. 55. — Obliteration, bambeb's ex., in 
bine, stamp (3 c.) cancelled by dots; post- 
marked, also, SOMERSVILLE CAL., OCT, 6, 

1866. 

No. 56.— Obliteration similar to last. 

No. 57.. — Cut from envelope, grey-black. 

No. 58.— Unnsed, on white, 3 c. 

Ho. 59.— Unused, on buff, S c. 

Ho. 60. — 'Unnsed, on lemon, 3 o. 
Thii company runs otct a route of about Sfly miles. 
W. B. HARDY'S OFFICE, OAKLAKDS. 

No. 61. — Unused, on white, 6 c. official. 

No. 61a.— Unnsed, on old 12 c. 1 see die 

No. 61b.— Unnsed, on old 24 c. j I. 

No. 62. —On white, 3 c, 1864, nnueed. 

No. 62i.— On bnff, 3 c, 1864, nnnsed. 

These high values are now obsolete, 
which confirms my idea that the Pacific 
Union Eiipress Company issue none higher 
than 6 c. 



WELLS, FARGO, & CO., PAID. 
I.— Over our California and coast kootes. 
63.— Black on 3 c of 1853. 

4th die. 
Black on 3 c. of 1861. 13 

specimens, used. 
64.— 1. Oblit., blue oval, 

7 ALE JO EXPRESS 

in old English, 
on buff. 
65.— 2. Oblit., bine oval, 

TIRQIKIA CITY, N. 

T., on bnff. 
66.— 8. Oblit., blue oval, 

soNORA, on buff. 
67._ 4. Oblit., blue oval, 

WASHOE CITY, OU 

buff. 
68.— 5. Oblit., blue oval, 

DALLES 0., on 

69.- 6. Oblit., blue oval, 

UK I AH EXP., in old 

English (like 

64), on white. 
70. — 7, Oblit., blue oval, illegible, on white. 
71.— 8. Oblit., blue oval, vibqinia Citt, on 

72.— 9. Oblit., black circle, illegible, on 

73.— 10. Oblit., black oval, illegible, on bnff. 
74.-11. Oblit., black oval, napa, on buff. 
75. — 12. Oblit., blue double circle, a. fk™, 

on buff 
76. — 13. Oblit., blue oval, arc, exp. in old 

English, on bnff. Wells, Fargo, 4 

Co.'s label in centre of envelope. 
Black 3 c, 1861. 5 specimens, with Pony 

Express stamps on them. 
77. — 1- Oblit., blue oval, viRamiA city, k. t., 

with 2: brown 10 c.,^ oz. stamps. 
78. — 2, Oblit., blue oval, viboinia city, n. i., 

with 1 blue 25 c, ^ oz., buff. 
79. — 3. Oblit., blue oval, vikgisia city, n. t., 

with 1 blue 25 c, ^ oz., white. 
80, — 4. Oblit., blue oval, Virginia city, n. t., 

with 1 red 25 c, ^ oz., buff. 

June T), '64. 
81.— 5. Oblit., blue oval, Virginia city, n. t., 

with 1 red 25 c., I oz. (date hx 

pencil), buff. June 16, 1864. 



13 i 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. [Sjtt. 1, 18S9. 



82.— •Black on 3 c, 1861, wbite. Coin letter 

from Carson city. Ko oblit. 
83.— "Black on 3 c, 1864. Coin letterfrom 
Columbia. No oblit. 
For coin letters Weill, Fargo, & Co. ctarge Kl o. exin, 

84.— Black on 3 c, 1864. Oblit., w., r., & CO., 
UROViLLE, in bine oval. Bears 
frank, oroville a'id sdsambtjllk 

ESPBESB PAID. 

85.— Black on 3 o, 1861. Oblit., viroinia 
CiTT, N. T., bine oval. Splendid 
impreaaion. 
Set of Kituied current Envelope*, vh. : — 

86, 8?. — 'S c. wbite and bnff. 

88, 89. — •S c. white and lemon. 

90, 91. —•6 c. mauve, wbite, and bnff. 

92, 93. —^6 c. „ 

Different dies, 

94, 95. —10 c. white and bnff. 

96. -10 o. bnff; different paper. 

97. — 10 c. wbite ; different die. 
98,99,100.— 6 c, official; 98, bnff; 99, 

lemon ; 100, white. 
101, 102. — 9 0., official, orange ; different 
dies, paper, and eni'elopes, 
103, 104. —12 c, official, brown; different 

dies, paper, and envelopes. 
105, 6, 7, 8.— 18 c, 24 c, 30 c, 40 c. 
II. — BoiSB MINES, PAID, 50 CTS., printed 

beneath label (obsolete). 
109.— Bed on a c, 1861. 
111. — Paid oveh oob uexican coast and 

CALIFORNIA EXPBESS, 25 CTB., printed 

beneath label (current now). 
110.— Black on 8 c, 1864, white. 
111.— Black oa 3 c, 1864, bnff. 
112. —Black on 3 o., 1864, lemon. 
IV. — Die as I. but lettered instead of 

" Over onr California and Coast 

Routes," TSBOUOH OUR CALIFORNIA 
AND ATLANTIC EXPRESS (all obsolete 

113. — Bed on 10 c. of I86I, white, unused. 
114.— Red on 10 c. of 1861, on bnfi; unused. 
115.— Red on 10 o. of 1861, buff, used. 
116.— Black on 10 c. of 1^61, bnff, unused. 
117.— Black on 10 c. of 1861, buff, used. 
Oblit., NEW YORK, APK. I, iu double bine circle; 
dated in pencil, S, fes"-, apl. 28, '63. 



Black on 3 c. of 1861. 2 used, on buff. 
118.-1. Oblit. as 117, OCt. 13 ; pencil date, 

S. FRS"-, NOV. 9, '63. 

119. — 2. No oblit.^ pencil date, s frs"", ocr. 

12, -63. 

Black on 3 c. of 1864. 2 used, on white. 

120. — 1. Oblit., in blue oval, salt lake c"', 

C. T. 

121.— 2. Oblit., in bine circle (double), FORT 

BEN ION, UO. 

This has another envelope at back, evi- 
dently to prepay a double rate. 
122, — Black on 9 c. official, lemon on bnff, 



123. —Black on 18 c. official, unused. 

124. —Black 30 c. official, unased. 

125. 6.— Black 24 and 40 c, cut from en- 

velopes, nsed. 
No doubt there aro 6 o. rose, and 6 o. 
mauve, to complete the set. 
127, 8, 9. — Specimens having w., F., k co., 

and p. V. EX. co. at side, instead 

of top of envelope. 
130. —Is hardly a California local, but 

bears the San Francisco mark, 

and explains itself. 

Ratet Charged by Companies now in operation 
in San Fra 



i PACIFIC USIOS, AND WELLS, PAKGO, & CO. 
10 c. the single rate, which is 

10 o. for 3 c. envelopes. 
20 c. for 6 c. „ 
30 c. for 9 0. „ 
35 0. for 10 c. „ 
40 c. for 12 c. 
60 c. for 18 o. „ 
80 c for 24 c. „ 
1 doll, for 30 c. „ 
1 doll. 35 c. for 40 c. envelopes. 
§ Baubbr & Co. charge 12| c. the single 
rate which is 

121 c. for 3 c. envelopes. 
25 o. for fl o. „ 
37ic. for 9 c. 
50 c. for 12 c. „ 
1 doll, for 24 c. 

This flompany nma orer a route of about SO miles. 

§ KENNBDr & Co. charge a 

15c.r.tofor^,yyg|^. 
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Delivety of Mail matter in San Franeiseo. 

As all mail matter is delivered over the 
counter at the post-office, a private compaay 
some time ago started a deliveir for oon- 
venioDce of persoos ; Cames & Go. wns the 
name ; 5 c. per letter, or 1 dollar per bandred, 
was their cfaai^. Accordingto last accounts, 
the company was not doing much ; it had 
passed into the liandsofaman named LoomiB.* 

Bimsixi IslatOr anir |tUisb dtAmias 
fotnls. 

Wells, Fargo, & Co. have offices thronghont 
the North-American British territory of 
British Columbia, and YaaConver Island. 
As the English law will not allow Wella, 
Fargo, & Co. to carry letters, they affix the 
government stamps npon thoir franked 
envelopes, have the stamps cancelled at the 
post-offico, and then forward the letter in 
their own conveyoocea. For this reason 
they charge for every letter to or from the 
English poeaesaion, 5 cents, in coin, additional 
to their rates, to pay the colonial govern- 
ment's postage. Hence we find letters 
coming to England from British Colnmbia, 
per Wells, Fargo, & Co., show the United 
States embossed stamp. Wells, Fargo, & 
Co.'s printed frauk, and the British Colnmbia 
5 c. also. I have throe specimens, all on the 
bnff 10c. of 1801, viz.:— 
131. — Obliteration: wells, faroo, & CO., 
VICTORIA, JAN. 9, addressed to San 
Francisco. The 5 c- Vancouver Iijlnnd 
stamp is obliterated paid, in capitals, 
in blue oval. 
132. — Obliteration : wellb, fargo, & co., vic- 
toria, SEPT. 25, siddressed to San 
Francisco. The 5 c. Vancouver 
Island stamp is obliterated, fost- 
orncE, VICTORIA, V. I., blue, oval, with 
royal arms in centre. 
133. — Obliteration as usual, apl. 23, ad- 
dressed LONDON, received Miiy 30, 
1867; the 5c. Vancouver Islaud stamp 
is obliterated b 5. The letter bears 
a 2 and 10 o. aiihesive U. S. 

■ [Thii company iwued twoitampB, both value Scents, 
and with a b^t as the uentral doiice, but diSirin!; in 
nte; Iwth were coluurcd roim. There were aLso higher 
values of tho larger tjTie iBucd. — En ] 



Before the introdnclion of posti^ stamps 
into Vancouver Island, in 1865, the envelopes 
of Wells, Fargo, A Co. were passed by tho 
post-office, by being stamped post-office, 
viCTOBU, V. I., blue, oval, royal arms in 
centre ; this was also used for obliterntioa 
at firat, see 133, An example of Wells, 
Fargo, & Co., &anked by the Victoria hand- 

134.— On 3 0., white, of 1861. 

This envelope has been pasted at the back 
of the directed one, so that there are no 
obliterations beyond those of the United 
States poat-uf&ce on the 3 c. embossed, and 
on two adhesive 10 o., which are on the 
envelope. 

The others I have to describe are genuine 
British Columbia and Vancouver Island 
locals — I mean, confined to those parts. 
They are upon common envelopes, and are, 
I imagine, both obsolete, being franked by 
the government post-office, witli a hand- 
struck frank. The examples are : 
BRITISH COLUMBIA AND VICIOKIA EXPRESS 

COMPANY. 
135. — This is printed along top ; at bottom 
we find, in capitals, vaid from tictobia 
TO LYTTON OR Lir.ooET, ttnd having tlie " 
hand frank of the " Bi'itish Columbia 
and Vancouver Express Company 
Paid," in black, circular. It bears 
tbe frank of the post-office Victoria 
as described in Nos. 133 and 134, 
only block. 
BALLOU 4 CO.'S CARHIBOO EXPllESS, PAID. 
136. — Wood-cat, fancy oblong frame, with 
rounded corners, franked with red 




haud-atampNEW westhinstek, British 
COtuuBiA,rosT-OFFiCE in centre, doable 

This is probably obsolete, as I have labels 

•"""■^ :„zc„,Google 
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BARNARD'S CARIBOU EXPRESS 
for pafitiog on coin letters, parcels, &c., bnt 
the franked envelopes I liave never seen. 



Of this company, which is said to be snc- 
cesser to Barnard's, I only have labels for 
parcels. 

Conchieloii. 
lu addition to the Hsbt of these moBb in- 
teresting locals, as described from the series 
enclosed, I have nothing positive to add. 
This being the first list of them ever pub- 
lished, it mast necessarily be incomplete, 
perhaps inacenmte in some respects ; I must, 
therefore, claim indnlgenee on any such 
points, and ask yon to remember that all the 
fiicts and specimens have been gathered 
together by myself, direct from San Fran- 
cisco, through the help of 0, W, Lomler, 
Esq., of that city ; excepting in a few cases, 
where I am iadebted to Mr. Philbrick for 
specimens. 

Of the following companies I know no- 
thing ; that their franks exist, and are to be 
foand, I can vouch for ; there nvc, no donbt, 
others, which are not known. 

1. — Everts, Wilson, & Co.'b Express. 
2. — Freeman & Co.'s Express. 
3.— D. W. Harrier's Express. 
4. — Hopk in son's Express. 
5. — J. D. Kersey's Express. 
C. — Kenson's, Owen's River Express. 
?. — San Francisco Letter Express. 
8. — Patti son's Express. 
9.— N. 0. Panly's Express. 
10.— Robinson & Co.'s Express. 
11. — Henderson & Co.'s Coast Express. 
12.— English and Well's Express. 
13.~Tinnin & Owen's Express, 
14. — Weaverville and Shasta Express. 
IS. — G. H. Norman's Express. 
1 (I.-— Nevada City an d Meado wLak e Express . 
'" " " i A Co. 's Express. 



A HiMT FOE THE PosT-OFTTCE.— They hare inrented 
in GerrDBn; Ihe hBlfpennj' cani post. On one lide muet 
be written the addrets, nnd snytl^ng the sender hai to 
Bny on the other. It is aaid to be found vtrv useful for 
invilutions, appajnCments, and lo the poor, who hare not 
niueli monev and nothing lo enj which tUey wiib to keep 
6c<ii:t from lli« poBtninn.— .Ei^c 



NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDITBD 
STAMPS, 

We cannot do better than commence onr 
present chronicle with notice of an almost 
entirely unexpeotod series, that of 

Servia. — At the present moment, writing 
at a distance from books and papers, wo are 
nnablo to ascertain whether in the spring of 
the year we reproduced in our columns the 
report of a probable emission to which our 
Belgian oonteoiporary gave currency, bnt 
onr impression is that we have not noticed it. 
At any rate, the new set of stamps conies 
upon ns as a surprise, and rather a pleasant 
one. Our readers can 
I j^-'^g^ *'f ^^^ design from 
the annexed cut, or, better 
still, from the copy of the 
^ 1 para which is given with 
the present number, and 
will, we think, agree wit.h 
us that it is of a very neat 
■n M appearance. The entire 

series is of this one type, and consists of the 
following eight values and colours : — 

1 para, tight and deep yellow. 



10 
15 
20 
25 
35 
40 



orange. 



pale green. 



dark green. 
The head is that of the young prince 
Michael Obrenovich IV., who, if his portrait 
does not flatter, has a pleasing and intelligent 

The series, as a whole, is a considerable 
advance on its predecessor in type, design, 
colour, and size, and we may anticipate for it 
a long currency. 

The impression is in colour on white 
paper, and perforated, bnt it is worth whilo 
to notice that the number of dents ia not 
uniform for the entire series, and it is evi- 
dent that more than one perforating mEKjhine 
has been used. We have as yet only seea 
four of the values onrsolvoa, viz. : the 1, 10, 
20, end 40 paras ; and of these, the 1 para 
has 15 dents on the side and 12 at the bot- 
tom ; the 10 and 20 paras, 15 dents on the 
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Bide nnd 9 nt the bottom ; and the 40 paras, 
II dents on the side and 12 at the bottom. 
The other values probably Bhowing similai- 



Kiiasu, — Annexed ia tho promised Jllustra- 
tion of the latest-arrived Russian local— the 
one to which 
we veftrred 
lasc inonlli. 
We notice M. 
> Moens, in do- 
scribing this 
stamp, gives 
a reading of 
tho inscrip- 
tion somewhat different to that which we 
published last month, and if anjthing clearer. 
He makes tho translation of the characters 
in the outer border to be huhal post of 
itiSAU-aKi,again8tourcorre8pondent's"Riasan 
circuit rural post." It will be observed 
there is a difference in the name of the town 
or district after which the post is called. 

South African Bepcblic. — In another 
part of the present number we give a trans- 
lation of the decree autho- 
rising the emission of 
stamps for this republic, 
and some further informa- 
tion concerning the pro- 
jected series. This article 
wasin type last month, but 
was unavoidably crowded 
out. Since then, Der 
Briefmarken Sammler has published an illus- 
tration of what it states to be the adopted 
type. The above is a copy of the engrav- 
ing, which we give without guaranteeing 
ita accuracy, though from its general agree- 
ment with the descriptions already received, 
it is presumably correct. Of the appearance 
of the design one can hardly form an opinion 
without seeing the stamps themselves, and 
these we hope soon to have in our hands. 

UEUflCAT. — According to The Ameiiean 
Joitnial of Philately, a new issue for this 
republic is in course of preparation by the 
American national bank-note company. We 
trust this news is true, and shall await with 
interest the appearance of another such a 
series of stamps as that possessed by the 
neighbouring republic of La Plata. 



LaGoaih*. — Of the type illustrated in onr 
July number, there is, according to M, 
Moens, a second value — medio real, dark 
yellow-green, perforated, like the first. 

LiBEKiA. — We learn also, from the above 
quoted authority, that the Liberian stamps 
have re-appenred without the external line 
which characterised the second edition. The 
new emission will be easily recognised by 
its shades, which are all pale ; the 21 cent, 
moreover, is of a yellow-green. 

AngoIiI.— This Portuguese colony has just 
been endowed by the mother- country with a 
series of postage stamps, of the same ootours 
and values as that employed by her, but of a 
new type. An engraving of this we hope 
to present next month, meanwhile we must 
■content ourselves by stating that the design 
consists of a crown on ground of waved 
lines in a rectangle, having at each side a 
Grecian ornament ; that at each angle is the 
figure of value ; and, finally, that the name 
of the colony is inscribed in the upper mar. 
gin, and the value in full in the lower. These 
stamps are not perforated. 

Guatemala. ^Moens notices in his onrrent 
number, but only to condemn, a new series 
of essays for this "stampless" country. They 
are similar in type to those designed by M. 
Hulot, but bear upon their face the evidence 
of their own character in tho inscription, 
TiHBRK DB auATEUALA. M. Moens jocularly 
observes, that being himself ignorant of the 
Spanish language, he consulted a professor, 
OB obliging as he is celebrated, and can, as 
the result, affirm without fear of contradic- 
tion, that the word timbre does not exist in 
that langu^e. 

Baden. — We learn from The CtntUnenlal 
Fhilalelic Magazine, that the C kreuzer en- 
velope, has been obsolete since the 1st of 
July ; that no new stock will be issued ; bat 
that a new series will probably bo emitted 
in a short time. This latter intelligence ia 
likely to be correct, but we question whether 
a new type will he adopted. 

France. — The editor of Le Tiinbropkil e 
announces the receipt of two copies of the 
one centime laureated, and he states that 
the supply of the 5 franc stamp (so long 
expected) ia now being worked off at the 
mint. / — I 

Digitized by L:.OOgle 
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Tdrcbt. — The local stamp of wbiob we 
gave an engraving last month, has been 
snpeFBeded by another series of the same 
type, bat showing a steamer in the blank 
space between the words t. b. morton & CO., 
and FRANCO. Of this second series we hope 
to give further particalars shortly. 

DESMiKK. — The 2 ak. envelope now shows 
that slight modification in deBign by which 
its companion has so long been distingDisbed, 
namely, the sappresgioii of the letter b after 
the fignre of valne, which is found in the 
lower part of the oval. 

NoitTH QEKHANr. — It woold seem that the 
envelope we described last month ia used 
only in Hanover. The flap ornament, of 
whioh we gave an engraving, is that of the 
old Hanoverian envelopes. 



OUE CONTEMPORAEIES. 

August 16, 1869. 
OoR notioe for the present month is likely to 
be but a meagre one, unless, indeed, those of 
onr contemporaries which have not yet 
reached ns should possess matter more suit- 
able for comment than those which we have 
already received. Up to the present only 
foar have come to hand, and these we will 
take in order. 

The FhilalelUl. — We must needs content 
ourselves with tlio most corsory reference to 
oar Brighton emifrire, Although the Angnat 
namber contains a fair amount of readable 
matter, it is, in our opinion, hardly up to 
the usual standard. It has the look, in fact, 
of a "vacation " number, and of such it is 
a good sample. 

The AmerUtan Stamp Mercury adds to its 
title that of NumiamaiUt, and a lai^ pro. 
portion of the last number is occupied with 
numismB.tic, or, as our IHends across the 
water would say, " uumismatologic " infor- 
mation, with which we are not concerned. 
Matters philatelic take up only four pages of 
the magazine, and consist of a very good 
list of the United States envelopes, a report 
of the meeting of the London philatelio 
society, and an article on new stamps. In 
the latter Mr. Trifot makes merry over our 
mistake as to the scene represented on the 
new 21 c stamp, and as it pleases him' and 



does us no harm, we do not begrudge bim 
the amusement. At the end of the number 
wefind a column headed "Postal Miscellany," 
but as the two items of news which it con. 
tains relate purely to coins, we hardly see 
the appropriateness of the title. 

The American Journal of Philatdy. — ^The 
last nnmberof this journal is, in our opinion, 
the best which has appeared. The article 
on " Little Dealers," extracted from the 
Fo*tnian'» Knock, is amusing, and we do not 
doubt is founded on fact. European dealers 
no doubt could tell a similar story of the 
curious ideas of bnsinesa possessed by boy- 
merchants, of which in this country at l^wfc 
there are not a few. The following is our 
American contemporary's sketch of the 
genus: — 

The "little Dealer," when he ceceivea his rtiinipB, in 
the first place wleols all he wants for his onn bml^ and 
■hoald the renuiuder happen to sell for nfflBiBnt to pay 
his suppliers, ho will probably liquidate; if not, he con- 
ndera thti/ have the right to lose, not ht. He is constant 
in his demands fur Liberian, Buenoa Ayreao, and such 
postals, anduxpects to get them at suoh rates sawill bUow 
hiiQ a modi'Cste profit of say 630 per cent, when sold lo 
" the bays " at two and three cents each. U« calls for 
"Sffi Brunswick and KoTa Sootiaii shilling atampa with as 
much cooloesa as it they grew profusely in orehaids. and 
is peculiarly pertinacious in hia vociferations for "real 
Cjunella," and ossurn ua that he can dispose of " lots if 

thoy are cheap." The u- ' "' >■- "-■"" "' ""■ 

worth of the rarest used 



inofthe 



only waits till he gets a few dollara in debt to us to dit- 
arow all ideas of future commerce, infonning us with the 

deal with vou any mure, and I bave lost so much I can't 
pay you whot I owe you ; besidea, you never sent me the 

stamps I wsQted, and there is a raan in who will 

Bi™ me Liberia, &c. stamps, so like thai nobody can tell 
the diflereoce, for 2J c a dozen, and they are just as 
(rood. You nuedn't write no mom letters as 1 didn't write 
to you under my real name, etc., etc.," or " I aji going 
awa; next week and no lutten will reach me." 

Following the usual monthly article on 
new stamps comes a thoughtfully- written 
paper ou " Schools of Philately," in which 
the tenets of the " American school " are ex- 
pounded. The writer, replying to the query, 
*' What do American philatelists collect ? ** 
says: — 
First,! 
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filiade of wme common BiKmp tbat is, in nine cases out ai 
ten, Ihe reeult of eome accident, «bich baa occurred arier 
the stamp baa been printed, and fulfilled the miaBion for 
which it was madn. 

Second, thev collect only the abadc of a Btamp in which 
it waa originally printed, except there ig a decided change 
of colour, as in the cane of the Id. Antigua, where the stamp 
wa* originallj printed in rose and afterwards onnge, but 
after the change in colour eimlinunl I9 be iaued in l/t» 

Third, in regard to envelopes, they cut out the stamp 
with a large enough margin I0 keep them fmm looking 
cramped, regarding it as ridiculous ta aare the cndre en- 
velope, as in a majority uf cases it never had any value. 

"So doobt there are many oolleotors in 
ihU connttT who coincide with these ideas, 
and thoagn sorae of onr con tern poraries 
profess to beliere that the practice of oatting 
ont envelope stamps has become extinct, we 
fur onr part, from onr own experience, 
should be inclined to assert that it ih as pre- 
valent as ever. We fear, indeed, that ortho- 
dox philatelists are in a minority, and that 
collectors in general continue to mount their 
stamps very much in the old style. Nor can 
ve wonder that they do. Those, and they are 
many, who do not care to lake the trouble 
to preserve their envelopes entire, and to 
keep them npnrt from toe adhesives, settle 
the matter in the simplest way by catting 
and mounting them side by side with the 
adhesives. The disposition of envelopes 
is the Goi^ian knot in the arrangement of 
stamps. No plan baa yet been suggested 
which will admit of their being kept entire 
with the labels themselves, unless, indeed, 
a book of immoderate balk be employed, 
and the makers of the best albums have 
been compelled to fall back on the old 
method, which necessitates catting. Those, 
thoa, who wisb to follow oat the stady of 
philately most, and probably always will, be 
forced to pat up with the inconvenience of 
having their entire envelopes in a book or 
portfolio, separate from the adhesives. 

As to the "American school," it will no 
doubt be long before its followers will get so 
&r as to study either envelopes or stamps so 
carefdily as do Eoropeaa philatelists, and 
the reason is very clear. Stamps are too 
dear in the United States; collectors, though 
nnmerous, are widely scattered, and op- 
portanities of examining and comparing 
targe numbers of Btauips are few and far 
between. Persons of moderate income cannot 



afford the loiury of several stamps of the 
same kind, varying only in secondary details, 
and the supply being regalated by the de- 
mand, they could not get theni easily if they 
wanted them. To American philatelists, far 
removed from the great collecting centres, 
the systematic stndy of stamps seems a 
vanity ; they find it difficult enongb to 
obtain a single specimen of each value, and 
are impatient of the advocacy of principles, 
the acceptance of which would render it 
incnnibent on them to procure three or four 
copies. Yet, and it is worthy of retnark, 
they are commencing to bestow special at- 
tention on the issnea of their own oonotry, 
as evidenced by the carefully-compiled list 
of the United States envelopes, which ap- 
pears in the Mercury, and if the more serious 
collectors had only the chance of meeting 
together, no doubt they would soon find 
themselves ou the high road to a study of 
stamps on European principles. 

Le Tii»Iire-F(ufe.~'Of this journal we have 
two numbers before us, those for July and 
August, and we only do an act of justice \a 
acknowledging that this latter reached as 
before the appointed day of paUioation. 
Excelsior ! 

The Jnly number contains an interesting 
article on the " Postage-Stamp Collection in 
the Paris Mint," the translation of which 
will be found in another part of this number, 
and both impressions are occupied with 
instalments of Dr. Magnus' article on en- 
velopes. In the second, some new details 
are given respecting the Prussian Field-Po«t 
covers, which were used during the war of 
186(>. From these we learn tl^t there were 
two distinct claBsea of these envelopes, one 
provided simply with type-printed lines for 
the address on the front, and " a few words 
of advice " to the sender on the flap. These 
were for the letters written to the soldiers 
by their parents. The second class was in- 
tended for the letters written by the soldiers, 
and comprised all the various types which 
have at different times figured in these pages, 
together, of course, with mauy others which 
have not been represented, and consisting 
either of the Prussian eagle in a circle, 
around the outer edge of which runs an 
inscription, giving the name of the corps or 
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raiment hy wbicli the envelope is issued, or 
of an obloDg frame, with the initials of the 
corps. 

August 24. 

Since the above has buen put in type, we 
have received anottier batch of " Oar Cou' 
temporaries,'' and these we proceed to notice. 

The Continental Philatelic Magazine.— -T^ie 
new nnmber contains, HiJer ofia, a description 
of some new Boston forgeries — 5 c Hawaiian 
fit^re, and the Confederate States 5 c. bine 
and green, first issne. We have not seen 
these latest fruits of American ingenuity 
ourselves, and can therefore only give Mr. 
Tan Rinsum's descriptions under reeerve. 
He gives, as the distinctive feature of the 
the 5 c. Hawaiian, its being printed ou a 
dark blue laid paper; and of the Confederate 
stamp, the whiteness of the paper, together 
with certain andescribed differences m the 
design. 

Le TimhrophUe ^ves, as its principal article 
this month, a paper by Dr. Magnus, on 
" Lithographic Reprints," in which the 
Doctor seeks to demonstrate that the 5 c. 
Luzon, 1854-5, now rather freely 'offered for 
sale, are reprints. We are unable at this 
period of the month to give bis observations 
the attention they merit, and must therefore 
defer our examination of his argnment until 
our next impression, merely warning col- 
lectors meanwhile against paying extravagant 
prices for copies of these stamps. 

We are glad to find that our Parisiaii 
contemporary carries out his intention to 
give detailed reports of the proceedings of the 
London Philatelic Society, by a lengthened 
notice in the number before us. In the 
course of reference to the discnasion on the 
Faragnayaa stamps, M. Hab4 quotes, from 
the Magatin Pitloresque, the original in- 
formation furnished to that jonmal, in 1866, 
by M. Rondot, wbioh we think is worthy of 
reproduction here. It is as follows : — 

In January, 1861, General Francisco SoUiio Lopra, 
who hftd been elected Preaident of the Repuhlio after the 
death of his father in 1S62, got M. Stem, engraver, of 
Paris, lo engrave the deeign of a postage stamp intended 
for Paraguay. Thia design conajated of the arma of the 
Republic. As Boon aa the die waa made, Generel Lopez 
took the proofs with him to Assumption, and nothing 
more was done in the matter. The die remained in M. 
Stem's hands. IE. Stem did not take nolo of the 
number of proofe slruek off for General Lopez, but it 



wonld appear oertain that none of these pn»b ever 
returned lo Europe. Since then, there has been no oEBcial 
tiragt; ali Ihe Paraguayan eaaaya are therefore un- 
authorised impiesaions, although from the original die. 

To this Dr. Magnns adds, that the die has, 
by some means unknown to him, got into 
M. Hnlot's possession, and that that gentle- 
man has struct off a number of copies in 
various colours, which have, however, rarely 
ooDie into the hands of collectors. It is 
their relative rarity which has eiven rise to 
the numerous counterfeits, which have, in 
the end, thrown a certain discredit on them. 

Ma«on'a Coin and Stamp-OoUeetor's Maga- 
xine contains little that is worthy of special 
remark. The sole item of interest is the 
announcement of receipt of a copy of a 
spurious 8 reales Ecuador stamp (cinnamon), 
from "one of the donbtfol Boston firms." 
"The engraving," says our contemporary, 
" is well execnted, and calculated to deceive," 
but what the design is it does not say. 



AN AUSTRIAN INNOVATION. 
" The Nam iVee Pretg of Vienna," says onr 
con temporary, Le TimhrophUe, " sigitaliseB a 
postal innovation in the creation of post- 
carols, destined in some sort to extend to 
correspondence the advantage which already 
esists in respect of packages sent nnder 
bands. 

" These post-cards, twice as large as visit- 
ing cards, are sold to the public at 2 kren- 
zers each (about a halfpenny). When it is 
desired to make use of one, the communi- 
cation which the writer desires to make is 
written in ink or pencil on the l»ck of the 
card, and on the front is put the address. 

"These cards are forwarded without en- 
velope, and so that the post may make itself 
acquainted, if it likes, with the tenor of the 
communications which they bear. 

" If that tenor be of an improper or im- 
moral nature, the cards will be destroyed. 

" The post-carda will be issued simultane- 
ously in Hungary and in the Cis-leitban pn> 
vinces, as the result of an arrangement with 
the Hungarian government, and throughout 
the extent of the empire they will be sold at 
2 kr." 

There is something novel and striking 
about this last offshoot of postal progress. 
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and no donbt it is a wise thongb bold inno< 
vatioa. That the facilities it offers will be 
geaerally taken advantage of can hardly 
ndmit of qnestton, and we see no reason to 
suppose that the post-office will lose by it. 
Indeed, its effect mnat be to largely increase 
that ephemeral class of correspondence 
which contribntes so notably to fill the mail- 
bags. The thing works so easily that every 
one will be tempted to try it. Friends who 
wish to make appointments to meet each 
other will avail themselves of this medinm 
to indicate the honr and place of rendezvons. 
Dinner invitations, information as to the oc- 
currence of trivial everyday events, and a 
thousand other such minor matters of com- 
mnnication, will be sent bj the post-card, 
. That any one will use this medium for cor- 
respondence on reall;r private affairs is by 
no means likely. Though probably ti.e post- 
men would have enough to do to deliver the 
cards without reading them, the writers of 
the communications would fear that their 
inmost secrets were laid bare to those in 
office, and besides the postal employes there 
are the servants, who certainly vmitld find 
time to study what did not concern them, 
and there would be no knowing through 
how many other hands the missive would 
pass before reaching, if it ever reached, the. 
addressee. In this lies the protection of 
the post-office. The post-cards will sever 
supersede sealed letters, for no man of busi- 
ness would care to inform the world at large 
that he had netted twenty per cent on his 
last speculation ; no lover would tike to have 
a BUTTcptitious publicity given to the rap- 
turous lines which he addresses to the object 
of his affections; and no spendthrift nephew 
would be satisfied to inform his friends iu 
general as well as the indulgent old aunt 
from whom he begs the " loan " of a " bnn- 
dred " or so, that he has lost heavily at 
billiards, and owes such an unsightly bill to 
bis tailor. The natural love of secresy in 
such matters wonid always induce corres- 
pondents to patronise envelopes, and only 
employ the post-cards for trivial purposes. 
Would that these post carda-could be in- 
troduced in England ! Who shall say how 
many millions woold be used in London 
alone P 



THE COLLECTION OF STAMPS IN 

THE HOTEL DES MONNAIES. 
The last number of Le Tinibre-Povle has an 
interesting article, from the pen of a gentle- 
man bearing the unique appellation of Vandun 
Slagmoli/er, on the above subject. Thewriter 
has been to see the collection whose renown 
is inall the papers, and he hastakennoteof its 
contents. He looks at the whole affair from 
a philatelic point of view ; and, as might be 
imagined, the government collection, thus 
examined, does not present a very brilliant or 
impressive appearance. Mr. Slagmolder is 
not sparing in his condemnation of it, and we 
quite admittbatheisinacertainsense justified 
in his strictures, but we, for our part, feel in* 
clined to look with a more compassionate eye 
on this attempt of the admiuistration to, as it 
would seem, popularise postage stamps.' 
What, in fact, could be expected from 
persons who know practically nothing of 
stamps, but an incomplete collection, un- 
scientifically arranged F And ader all, such 
a collection is good enough for the vast 
majority of those who examine it. Those 
who have not stadied stamps can learn but 
tittle from them at a casual glance, and 
derive as mnch pleasure from looking at a 
card on which the emissions of half-a-dozen 
countries are jumbled together, provided 
only that the colours contrast well and make 
a good show, as they wonld from taming 
over the pages of the most carcrully-arranged 
album. Qranting this point, the French 
collection will serve its purpose as well as a 
better one. What it is hke, and how it 
hsfl been formed, will appear from Mr. 
SU^^older's description which, as it has 
evidently been written upon a very careful 
examination, is worthy of extraction, though 
we decline to follow him step by step 
through the detailed list of contents, which 
occupies nearly three pages of our Belgian 
contemporary. 

"The Figaro," commences Mr. Slag- 
molder, " always well informed, has an- 
nounced that not long since the President 
of the ' Commission des Monnaiea and 
Medailles ' had installed, at the Paris Mint, 
a collection of postage stamps, which has 
not its like anywhere — ' the most complete 
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whioli has ever exiBted,' Bays oar gn&t 
conft^re. There is no lunbiguity ia this 
statomeot — it is clear, concise, precise ; but 
nothing could be leas true. 

" We went to the Mint, believing we were 
about to sae wonders, but what a disappoint- 
ment awaited ns there ! Instead of a collec- 
tion without rival, we find ourselves in pre- 
sence of a few miserable stamps stuck down 
OD white card, in long frames, exposed to the 
sun, and placed in a tiny, insignificant cham- 
ber. There were in all eight cards, of which 
two were for the stamps of France and 
England. These lattfir being nearest the win- 
dow, were covered with a green cloth ; bat 
this did not prevent Master Phcebtis from 
caressing with his bnming rays the angnst 
visages of their Majesties Victoria and 
Napoleon III., which are now grown very 
" seedy " in conseqaence (this by way of 
notice to the euratnr of the mosenm.) 

" Fancy alone has presided in the arrange- 
ment of this collection. In proof, we may 
mention that the first. Irame contains a part 
of Germany ; the second and third, some of 
the English colonies, in alji/Mhetical order ; 
the fourth, Spain, Italy, Turkey, and Greece; 
the fifth, some American countries; the 
sixth, the States of North £iirope — Hollaod 
and its colonies, Belgium, and a part of 
Germany ; the seventh. Great Britain, and 
the Indies; and the eighth, France. 

" As to the collection itself, it is easy to 
see that it has been formed at little expense, 
and represents solely the exchanges made 
with various states, to whom the Director 
of the Mint has, no doubt, sent series of 
French stamps as samples; and many of the 
stamps exhibited bear the word bpecimeh, 
applied by the sender under similar cir- 
cumstances. 

" One might search in vwn in this museam 
for a single rare stamp. There is only a 
small portion of the current emissions, and a 
few obsolete ones, which all the world pos- 
sesses ; but even of these, the copies exhibited 
are reprints. 'It's all tlie same,' said some one 
to us at the museum ;-~and not a single en- 
velope — they, it seems, would take up too 
much room. And then, again, as a matter 
of course, in sticking the stamps completely 
down, no trouble has been taken to indicate 



distinctions of paper or watermark, and still 
less those of prorated as unperforated. 
However, it mast be admitted that, iu those 
instances where the administration has ob- 
tained the perforated and unperforated sets 
— as witness, for example, those of Piedmont, 
1855-63, and those of Belgium, 1850— it faaa 
exposed them to view, equally with the stamps 
of certain countries which, though we know 
not why, are exhibited in duphcate or tripli- 
cate, 

" Is it dignified in a country like France 
to show to the public as a curiosity a col- 
lection in which there is absolutely nothing 
that is carious P And supposing that the 
anthoritiea did take an interest in it, wouM 
it not have been mnch better to have sought 
in advance the advice of competent persons, 
and so have avoided committing the gross 
blunders which we observe ? Those who 
pretend to instruct the public, ought to take 
care not to expose themselves to the ohance 
of appearing more ignorant than their pupil. 

" What at first sight do we remark ?— old 
issues considered as current, and current 
issues regarded as old; the fiscal stamps of 
a displaced government put with the stamps 
of the government whi^ succeeded it (the 
6 and 9 c. Parma intercalated among the 
stamps of the provisional government); errors 
of date in abundance; and lastly— a capital 
error — the (apparent) belief that Denmark 
uses stamps with the value in eettis, when it ia 
known to all the world that that country 
has never adopted the decimal system. What 
would be said of any one who should seek 
for a Cleopatra tranc ! The error to which 
we refer appears in placing in the middle 
of the Danish stamps the single individual 
which does duty in the Danish West Indies, 
and bears the denomination ' 3 cents.' 

" To OS it is clear that the person charged 
with the arrangement of the collection has 
but very feeble notions of timhrophily. It 
is very possible, and we prefer to believe, 
that he wished to make it look well, and 
that the job gave him mnch trouble and 
labour ; but it is labour lost, for nothing has 
been done. 

"It is worthwhile notingtheatter absence 
of anything like general order: on the one 
hand we see admitted the perforated and 
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imperforated stamps of Piedmont, Beldam, 
and Hamburg; whilst, on the other Band, 
the French stamps now in ose are totally 
wanting. The envelopes are eliminated 
becanse they wonid oconpy too much space, 
and yet the same space is occupied by two 
to four copies of other stamps, uselessly en- 
cumbering the frame, and by commercial, 
customs, receipt, aad other stamps of France 
and India, which have nothing whatever to 
do with a postage- stamp collection. 

"And, apfopoe of France, ts it uot vexations 
to see that of all the old stamps only reprints 
are shown ? And again, what business in 
the set of repablic stamps has the 20 c. bine, 
which has never existed,* or been authorised ? 

" The exhibition of stamps definitively 
classed in frames, like this one of the Paris 
mnsuem, ia a thing impossible ; and a few 
new emissions or acqai^itiona will suffice to 
upset M. Dumas entirely, should he wish to 
continue the collection. 

" The only practicable means of attaining 
the object in view appears to ns to be by the 
classification of stamps, fastened by paper 
' hinges,' and with all the details concerning 
them on fl^-sheets, shown in the case. It 
may be objected, perhaps, that under such 
couditione the col lection would take enormous 
proportions. We know that quite welL 
But aa several rooms in the EzpoBition are 
consecrated to coins and medals, it Boems to 
ns that as much might be done for postage 
stamps, the two collections being sisters." 

Thus &T Mr. Slagmolder. If any of the 
museum officials should come across his 
critique, it wilt doubtless have the effect of 
reducing their pride in the perfect collection. 
Neverthelesa, we think if the public will only 
take the trouble to examine this medley, 
philately will benefit by it ; and if the 
director of the Hotel des Mounaies would 
only give the management of this stamp 
museum into the hands of a first-rate col- 
lector, or committee of collectors, with full 
power to classify the stamps scientifically, 
and to "annex " any such additional apart- 
ments as might be required ; combining with 
this, perhaps, a small grant for the purchase 
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of rarities ; we are sure that a very valuable 
and instructive " gallery " of stamps might 
be got together, which would do more tbaa 
anything else to popularize the study. 



THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUPLIC 
STAMPS. 

BY W. DUDLBT ATLEE. 

Nearly balf-a-year has passed since we 
heralded the approach of the Transvaal 
stamps into the philatelic arena, and through 
their non-appearance collectors begun to fear 
that they were acting like truant knights, 
and were not going to enter the "lists" at all. 
Wo are, therefore, very glad to be able to 
give a satiafactory excuse for the absence of 
our young protSg&i, 

"Coming events cast their shadows bo- 
fore," says the proverb ; but in this instance 
the shadow has come on with express speed, 
and left the substance to " foot it " a long 
way in the rear. 

By the last mail, the postmaster-general 
informs us that the delay in the emission of 
the labels was caused by the plates not 
having arrived at the capital, but that they 
were daily expected, so we may hope to 
welcome the little strangers before long. 

The threepenny stamp is not to be issued 
for the present, which will leave three values 
only to complete the set- 
It is possible that on the exhaustion of (his 
isane, another will be emitted, bearing the 
profile of hia honour. President Pretorins, 
and of which we shall take care to make our 
readers duly acquMuted. 

Feeling sure that anything relative to the 
stamps of a new country will be worthy of 
preservation, we think it worth while to 
translate, fVom the government gazette 
(which from ite general "get-up" is in itself 
rather interesting), the principle items in 
the official decree authorising the issue of 
the Transvaal stamps. It is printed in a 
kind of Africo-Dutch; the language spoken 
in the republic being &r from a pure speci- 
men of I'Hullandait. 

The decree is preceded by a " Government 

Notice," signed by the president, which 

contains nothing worthy of reproduction. 

The decree itself opens with article No. 72, 

I as follows : — 
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tlie lavr," and being " taken in " themselves, 
b; way of a change. 

Some miaapprenenaion of our remarks in 
the March number haa cnnaed collectors to 
imagine that each label ia to be issued in 
more than one colour; we thererore have to 
state that snoh is not the case, but tbat each 
of the trio is unicoloared tbronghont. 



PoiiTiae 8TAMPS. 
Art. 72--~Tbe day of the introduetkia ot tho pMtnge- 
stompi to be detcnuioed b)' his lioiiaur the pmidciit. 

To this succeed the nrtiolea providing for 
the mftnagemest of the stock, and then come 
those specially relating to the stamps them- 

Art. 78.— The pMtage-Blimpt lo bnr tho nima of the 

South ATricaB Refiublic; the BiiiiurMriptioii nod 

Tnlue* to be dttenuined by the Btalfs president. 
Art. TB.— There are to be three sarU ef atamp^ vii., 

one bhilling, alipenei-, niid one pruay. 
Art. 80.— Eseh varirty of (lamp to he in n diffiTent 

eohiur, in aeconliuice with the deoinuu of iiii iioiiour 

the president. 
Art. 81.— The Btniiipsareto serve forprepnjingthepoilage 

of letten^ newspipitti, books, and parkeia. 
Art. 8a.— The poitKgp-Btnmp to be fjulened over the 

Bddresa of the letter or pavkeL 

Then comes the following rather amasing 
information ; — 

of the same or 



There is something very tiaive abont this, 
and that such an " instruction " should Le 
thought necessary is proof of the simplicity 
either of the rulers or the mlod. 

The remaining articles are of a formal 
nafnre, but their peculiar pliraseology gives 
them some interest. 

Art. 81.— Eouh atanip ran be used but oncf . The adopted 
alampa are to be obliterated in the miinncrpi-efemble 

Art. 85.— Lotlcrs, newapopens &i 
stamps which hH 
looked upon as un 

also ttampi hB«i..„ .._, _,.__ , 

written or printed. £iery packet bearing a Ecnuino 
(lamp knowingly for the second time used, or made 
unuaable, shall be treated as liereufter meulinned in 
art. 87. 

Art, 86.— The money laiue of one or more stamps where- 
with B, letter, paper, Ac, is stamped, must be of the 
necessary amount of postage, it not the letter will 

Art. 87.— The making, using of, or being oeeessorj to the 
making or iiring of, counterfeit stamps, or the using 
of stamps which hare previoasly pused through the 
post, shall be a ctiminni oti'ente, and the person or 
persons so offending shall be given into custody, and 
punished. 

Art. SS.— After tho introduction of postage-stamps, the 
rej;istratioa of letters, papers, &ii,, must be paiil for 
with them. 

Art, 88.— This deeree shall become law after haiing been 
published one month. 

We like the first portion of art. 87 very 
much indeed, and pictnre to onraelvea MeasfH. I 
A. B. & Co., merchants in fac-eimilee, march- { 
iug on (but not to victory), tinder the watch- 
ful care of the Transvaal "strong arm of 



THK WENDEN SrAMI>S. 

Ol'R romnrks upon these stamps, in the 
course of our review of Mr. Van Biosum's 
mn-'ozine last month, have led to the receipt 
of the following very satisfactory information 
respecting them from a lady correspondent, 
who, it will bo evident from her letter, has 
had exceptional opportunity of ascertaining 
their genuineneaa. 

Her loiter is as follows . — 

To lilt EdUer of "TllsSTAUF-CoLLECTOlt'li SLvoazike." 



that whcu in St. Peterabntg a few weehs ago. I ob',«ine<i 
eeveiiil from a friend, whose letters from Ikiipat were 
alwava pre^>aid with (hem, this tou'n being the princripal 
one of the district. None had been stamped, but had 
been erased with pea and ink ; most, if nM all, having a 
rude cross dmwu over tlicm. 
XcK. F. H. H, 

With this conclusive statement before ns, 
made npon authority which is unquestionable, 
we must admit that onr faith in tho Livonian 
stamps is re-established. 



COBRESPONDEKCE. 

THE "BRITAS^^A■• MAURITIUS. 
7b(A«&fiVoro/''THBSTAi»p-CoLLFCTOK'ailAaizitiB," 

Bib.- When I stated some long lime ago my opinion 
that the Mauritius BritHunia had Wn reprinted, 1 wrote 
without any actual knowledge that such was the cose, 
and, OS your correspondent remarks, my views on the 
subject BIO modified, so much an, in fact, that it has been 
quite bj- oversight that I have not long ago retracted my 
exprewions in these pages in which X had prDmulgated 
tliem. The abscuoo of the green stamp from the set, and 
the peculiar bleule gam of the red esmy, are two iucon- 
trovcrtilile proofs of their genuineness. At tho time when 
I imagined them to be reprinls, I had not had an oppor- 
tunity ot examining the red essay, and at that early stage 
of their diseorery the absence ot the given stamp was not 
a thing to be caught hold of, for we could not iAtn say 
that it did not exist as plentil^illy as the others. At the 
time I now wtile the green stamp is so rare unused, that 
the specimens in that stale can be almost counted on the 
fingers of one hand. Where so manj speeiraens of those 
under discussion eon have come Irani, is certainly a 
mystery, and one which the otdlcetors in the ialaad should 

Yours faithfully, 
Birmingham. EDWAllD L. PEMBEHTON. 
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DR. MAGNUS ON LITHOGRAPHIC 
REPRINTS. 
Under the title " Re impressions Litlio- 
gra.pliiqneH," Dr. Magnus bas discussed in 
the last two nnmbers of Le Timhrophile the 
claims to " originality " of the copies of 
certain Ln^n and New Granada stamps 
which are now freely offered for sale, and 
ns, no douht, these stamps either have 
found, or will find their way to this conntry, 
we deem it as well that oar readers shoald 
learn the doctor's opinion about them. 

He commencea by remarking that when 
he wrote hia articles on " Reprints," three 
years ago, no reprints of lithographed 
stamps were known ; and, at the time, he 
accounted for their absence by the supposi- 
tion, that after repeated workings the deisigtia 
got too indistinct to admit of passable copies 
being taken from them. With his usual 
nonmen, however, he foresaw the possibility 
of reproduction, by a new transfer, of stamps 
whereof the engraved dies or lithographic 
matrices had been preserved ; and now, in 
proof that sncb reproduction has been 
effected, as also in illustration of the manner 
in which it has been done, he adduces the 
stamps of Liberia. His description of the 
modnt operandi we most give iu his own 
words, partly becanse of its intrinsic value, 
and partly to prepare the way for the 
expression of onr own partial dissent from 
the conclnsion at which he arrives : — 

The three valnea nppeftr to have been engrnTed en 
ereia, one tingle die for each value. The sbecM were 
HfterwHrds composed bj- a. trangfLir on atone of copies 
printed from these original dies ; and whi^n a stone be- 
eame worn out it waa eaay to compose mother in the 
game manner. However, aa it ia impossible for the sbleat 
workman to rcpi'oduce a deai^ abaolutelj without any 
variation, and as those charged with the reproduetion at 
Liberia did not trouble themselves about the aooesearics, 
it follows that three Bucaeanve transfers may be diitin- 
guished : — 

1. Stamps wilhoat an eiterior sbigle-hne frame. 

2. Stamps with an eilerior frame apeeial to each one, 
and so that eveiy alamp ia separated from its neighbour 
1» two lines on all four sides. The white apace between 
the stamps ia also Rrcater, vii., nearlv 6 millimKtrea. 

3. Stamps witbaneiteriorrraine; but of uhich, though 
the vertical lines are dirtinct for each atamp, the horiiontnl 
lines run into each other. What fomia the principal 
characlpristio of this edition is the comparative smallceas 
of the space between theatamps (.about 2} millimtltrea), 
whence it follows that the pci-forationa hite into the 
eiterioc frames, or into the borders of the stamps (hem- 
selves; whilBt, in the second series, the dents bll geoe- 
nllj between the outside framea. 



Now we venture to submit, with a diffi- 
dence due to OOP imperfect knowledge of 
the 'graver's art, that the distinctions 
described by Dr. Magnus do not bear out 
his statement, that it is impossible to re- 
produce the design with entire exaetitade. 
The design engraved on the original die » 
reproduced in the second and third editions 
without the slightest variation in its details, 
without the slightest change iu the position 
of any of its cosiponent parts, aud the sole 
differences which our author notices exist 
in the disposition of the outer line. Now 
we cannot be wrong iu saying that this 
enter line does not form part of the design 
IU engraved, as, if it did, it must have 
appeared on the stamps of the first edition. 
To us it seems that this line was added tm 
the glone ; it was, in fact, an improvement 
made by the printers in the second edition. 
The copies struck from the original die were 
BO arranged on the stone whereon the trans- 
fer was made as to leave a certain space 
between each stamp, and after the transfer 
of the design the lines were drawn round 
tbem on the stone ; or, again, the lines may 
have been drawn first, and the die-struck 
copies placed out afterwards ou the squares 
thus formed, — the order in which tliis 
outer frame was added is immaterial. For 
the third edition new stones were, of course, 
employed, and the bad arrangement of the 
copies taken from the die, coupled also with 
a certain inaccuracy or carelessness in the 
rnling, caused the differences observable in 
this edition as compared with the second, 

,, the touching of the horizontal lines and 



the 



the 



the 



stamps. The variations, then, are nncon- 
nected with the design proper, which, as we 
have said, remains unchanged ; and the 
possibility of making several entirely iden- 
tical lithographic transfers is rather demon- 
strated, than disproved, by these very 
stamps. 

This question, it is trne, bears but slightly 
on the matters specially treated of by Dr. 
Magnus, and to which we shall speedily 
come, but we think it is hardly possible to 
throw too much light on the processes 
whereby stamps are executed, especially 
on these more complex ones. The learned 
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doctor hiniEelf merely introduces the exam- 
ple of the Liberian stamps as, in a certain 
flense, prefatory to ihe consideration of the 
Lnfon and New Gran ad in e impressions. 
We do not gather from his snbaeqnent 
remarks that he supposes either the Ln^nn 
or the New Granadine designs to have been 
reproduced in the same manner as the 
Liberian; he looks on the stamps of these 
conntriea, it appears to na, aa lithographs 
pure and simple ; that is to say, as im- 
pressions from designs drawn on the stones 
themselves, so that the Liberian stamps 
fumiah no ailment for or against the 
originality of these others. 

This matter dismissed, we come now to 
the pith of Dr. Magnns' article. The first 
stamp of which he speaks is a Lo9on— the 
5 c. of the series known as that of the 
" four types." Tor the guidance of those 
of oar readers who have but recently began 
to collect, it may be as well to mention that 
this series was issned in 1859. The design 
bears a certain resemblance to that of the 
Spanish emission of 1855-?, from which it 
■was evidently copied; in the centre of a 
pearled circle is the Ian rested bead of 
the Queen, turned to the right, and the 
spandrels are filled with network ; the npper 
margin contains the words CORREOS. INTERIOR; 
and the lower is inscribed with franco and 
the value. The series is composed of two 

5 caartos, orange, bright vermilion. 
10 „ rose. 
The design is identical for the two values, 
bat on every sheet there are found four 
varieties of it, resulting from the fact that 
four stamps were drawn on the original 
stone, in two rows, and every one of these 
four differs in certain minor dotaila from 
the rest. The four are fonnd together, as 
in the diagram, fi-amed in by an outer i — r — j 
border, and the sheet of stamps is _|_^_ 
made by repetitions of this group, j , 
The sheets we may conjectare to 1 — LJ 
have been composed after a somewhat 
eimilar manner to the Liberian ; copies roast 
have been struck from the original stone or 
matrix containing the group of four, and 
then arranged on stones of the necessary 
size and transfers m:ide from them. 



The two stamps of this series have always 
been rather rare, though Dr. Magnus says 
that the 10 c. can be got without much 
difficulty, even in entire seta of four. The 
5 c new is decidedly scarce, and, as our 
author says, specimens of thia value could 
always be disposed of to advantnge. Lately, 
however, groupa of the four 5 c. atantps, 
unnaod, have been freely offered to Fariaian 
amatenrs, and Dr. Magnus having — if we 
may so say — " dissected " theae new arrivals, 
fiuds that they differ in various particulars 
from the well-authenticated originals with 
which he has compared them. In short, he 
considers them to be the fruits of a specula- 
tion, spurious reprintfl, and therefore utterly 
worthless. 

Leaving on one side certain trifling dif- 
ferences in design admitted by the Doctor 
himself to be indecisive, the following are 
the distinguishing characteristics of the 
" reprints," as signalised by him : — 

1. Tlie colour of the impreteion, which is 
pale orange and dark vermilion-red on 
the old stamps, and a strikingly brilliaDt 
orange on the new. 

2. The paper. — That of the old stanips is 
yellowish, thiok, and consistent ; whilst that 
of the new is white, thinner, and semi-truns- 
parent. 

3. By the g»m, which is yellowish and of 
a certain thickness on the old stamps ; white 
and very thin on the new. 

From the eiistence of these variations, 
which are sufficiently marked to be obsepva- 
ble even by a tyro. Dr. Magnus naturally 
argues that the new-comers have been bst 
recently printed. He thinks it probable 
thiit they faave been struck off at Lnfon, but 
believes that theyareonlyaiiVajfldespfeu^tition. 
Wb, for our part, cannot understand bow it 
is that, admitting these stamps to bo "re- 
prints," they can have been made in Lu9on, 
if it be trne that the post-office and all the 
laaliriel for the manufacture of stamps was 
destroyed in the great earthquake. Further 
ou, in the coarse of his article, Dr. Ma^ua 
throws out a suggestion, to which we shall 
presently allude, as to the manner in which 
copies of other stamps have been obtained, 
and we see no reason why these 5 c. Lufozi 
should not be fabricated by the same pro- 
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cess ; in which case, their value is absolutely 
nz7, and they can only be classed with the 
worst of connterreita. 

The 5 c. of the four-type aeries was suc- 
ceeded in the same year by a very similar 
stamp, which, however, wna only engraved 
once, and of which, therefore, no variations 
in design are known. 

Apart from, the principal difference, viz , 
that there is only one type to the sheet, the 
second 5 c. is distingnished from the first 
by certain minor details, among which may 
lie noticed the touching of the crown by the 
bair an both sides ; the greater size of the 
letters of the upper insicription (coiiitEOS 
intsbior), anil the consequent diminution of 
space between them. The paper of the 
second is generally thinner than that of the 
first, though some copies are found printed 
on the paper used for the first. The colour 
of the ouc type 5 c. is very similar to that of 
its predecessor, viz., dark vermilion. 

Tbia value has anquostionably been re- 
printed, but the reprint copies offer varia- 
tions from the original sufficient to admit of 
easy recognition. The impression is blurred; 
the colour is of two shades, pale brick-red 
and carmine-red (rouge-caitnine'), in neither 
of which are the originals ever found ; and 
the paper has a slight bluish tint, which can 
be easily perceived on looking at the reverse 
of the stamp. If tbe reprint be held up to 
the light and looked at from the back the 
Aesiga will be observed to show but faintly 
tbrongfa, whilst the originals, tested in the 
same manner, exhibit the details of the 
design with tolerable clearness. 

From tbe Lafon, Dr. Magnus passes to 
the New Granadine stamps, and on these 
the resalt of his observations is, on the 
whole, reassuring and satis fa:;tory. In view 
of the number of varieties of shade by which 
the first two series are characterised, and of 
the &ct that most of these varieties can be 
obtained at a comparatively low rate, a 
general suspicion has arisen that they have 
been reprinted. M. Bergsr-Levranlt gives 
expression to this doubt in a note appended 
to his list of the emissions, and from time to 
time it baa been manifested in the pages of 
tbe stamp jonnials. Dr. Magnus, however, 
is of opinion that none of the values of the 



first series have been reprinted, and only 
one of the valnes of the second, though be 
does not profess to assert positively that 
sncb is tbe case. 

Ue quotes with approval the following 
remark, made by Mr. J. P., tbe reviewer of 
M. Berger-Levranlt's catalogue, in ei|)lana- 
tion of the occurrence of so many shades; — 
" These varieties ought not to be attributed 
to reprinting, but to the bad preparation of 
tbe colours, and to the inexperience of the 
printer. We have seen some copies of the 
2^ cent, green (second series) showing three 
perfectly diatiuct shades on one and the 
same row." And tliis. Dr. Magnus follows 
up by a statement that in his own collection 
be has an even greater curiosity, namely, a 
2^ cent, stamp, the upper and left sides of 
which are yellow- bistre, and the lower and 
right, green. "Bat," he adds, "if variety 
of shade is not an indication of reprinting, 
it does not follow therefrom that no reprints 
have been made," 

The first series he dismisses briefly, with 
little more than the statement that ho has 
never met with any reprints of it, but he 
halts at the second to describe one stamp 
wbicb to him is more than doubtful — -a 
1 peso, dark purple. This stamp offers all 
tbe distinctive characteristics of a reprint — 
the impression is blurred and defective ; the 
letters of the inscription are thinner than in 
the orignal ; and the paper has a bluisb 
kind of glossy surface (tm ceil azure). This 
paper is thicker than that on which the 
genuine stamps are printed, and if the same 
test be applied to this as to the Lucon, viz., 
that of holding the stamp np to the light 
and looking at it from tbe back, it will 
be found tliat the details of the design are 
far from being plainly visible; whilst the 
originals, whether the paper he blue or 
white, show all the principal parts clearly. 

Another test is furnished by tbe mode of 
impression, although that is not peculiar to 
tbe stamp in question, as Dr. Mngnus says 
all the values may be found printed by the 
same process, as well as by the ordinary 
method employed to take copies of litho- 
graphed designs. By the process to which 
we allude, the impression is not taken by 
ink, but by nteans of a peculiar varnish or 
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aize, technically known both in French and 
in 'Engliah as "mordant," and it ia obtained 
in this way. The size, to take the shortest 
word, is applied to the stone in, as we pre- 
Bume, the same manner aa printiog-ink, 
&nd on the stone being pnt under the press 
the design is reprodaccd in tize on the 
paper, and is then barely visible. After 
some hours, dry colour in powder is shaken 
over the paper, and is held by the 
design, which then stands oat in relief. It 
is then left a couple of days to dry, and at 
the expiration of that time the suporflaoos 
colour — the " upper crnst," so to speak, — is 
brushed away, and the work is finished. To 
call to oar aid afamiliar illustration, the pro- 
cess is similar to that of sprinkling sand over 
a letter, the sand sticks to the ink, and the 
words appear in a kind of thick relief; the 
only difference being that as the ink is not 
tenacious the sand can be shaken off when 
it dries, whilst the size permanently retains 
sufficient of the colour to render the design 
visible in its integrity, and, biting into the 
paper, presents a lerel sur&ce. In printing 
the stamp under consideration, gold or 
bronze powder was used, though why, we 
know not; and Dr. Magnus observes that, 
in many copies, some grnins of this powder 
may be seeu glistening on the purple 
ground. We, for our part, recollect having 
noticed this peculiarity on several copies of 
this and other stamps which have passed 
through our hands, but have never known 
to what cause to attribute it. 
(lb be amtiitufd,) 



THE POST-OFFICE AT WORK. 
Of all the public departments the post-ofBce 
has by far the most interest for the general 
public, in so far as its actual working is con- 
cerned. Into the multitudinous blue-books 
which the other gi-eat departments are con- 
stantly emitting no one cares to dive, and 
how their business is carried on very few 
beyond those actually concerned in the 
management actually know. To the mind of 
the ordinary Briton a reference to the war- 
office, the home-office, or any of their kindred 
bureaux, conjures np a dim vision of elegant 
and fashionable young clerks, assiduous 



readers of the papers, and adepts in the art 
of " how not to do " any really useful work, 
but the poat-of&ce is an institution with 
which every Englishman feels himself on 
familiar terms. He probably knows the 
clerks, who are but ordinary human beings, 
and he certainly knows the letter-carrier, the 
hiirdeat worked functionary in the establish- 
ment,around whose prosy person imaginative 
rhymesters have grouped all sorts of poetic 
fancies, and so it is natural that John Bull 
should take an interest in the concern, and 
should feel a pride in the prosperity which 
results from the carrying out of a system 
invented by an English head. The newEt- 
papors know John Bull's feeling on the mat- 
ter perfectly well, and conseqnently every 
year the annual report of the postmaster- 
general is dissected in tbe columns of all the 
leading journals, and forms by no means 
uninteresting reading. 

In our last number we gave an extract 
from the Echo on the "National Post-Bag;" 
this month we draw upon the Times for 
some interesting observations, and we do 
this witboot hesitation, although there may 
be but little in the report bearing directly 
on stamps, for we consider that as stamps 
form a portion of the ■materiel necessaiy for 
the working of the postal system, that which 
concerns the system itself cannot be without 
interest. We believe, moreover, that two 
distinct lines of study sboiild be pursued 
with regard to stamps; the first with a view 
to ascertain accurately everything relating 
to them as stamps, i.e., everything apper- 
taining to their design, the manner in whicb 
they are printed, the paper, watermark, and 
perforation, so that they may be properly 
classified ; tbe second, for the purpose of 
discovering the part which stamps play in 
relation to the systeni — in other words, what 
is their exact use, and why they are so used? 
and to make clear these points some atten- 
tion must be given to the leading features of 
the postal system in every country. Careful 
attention to the manner in which the post- 
offices are worked, to the principles, liberal 
or otherwise, which guide the administra- 
tion, will explain many apparent anomalies, 
and the employment of special values. 

This is a subject which wilt bear thinl^Dg 
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over, and we trust our readers will meet 
with favour the theory we venture to brofioh. 

And now to the report. The first fact to 
be noted ia the progressive prosperity of onr 
post-office. Every year it Ijecomes more 
profitable, in spite of the cheapening of the 
facilities for correspondence and for forward- 
ing packages, or rather in consequence of 
tbem. Eight hundred million letters, and 
upwards of a hundred million book-packets, 
Qewspapefs, and parcels, were delivered 
during the year, and £4,,^00,000 has been 
paid into the post-office treasury. 

Although no great measure has marked 
the past year, the postmaster and his sub- 
ordinates have been on the alert to satisfy 
their great ens torn or, the public. The country 
mails are sent away earlier from Loudon, and 
the letters frotn France are delivered earlier 
in London. The city letter-boxes are now 
emptied every half-hour during the four 
bnaiest hours of the day, and sixty addi- 
tional pillars and receiving offices have been 
established , 

Taming to the provinces, Manchester has 
been divided into eight postal districts, pro- 
vided with sorting offices like the metropolis. 
The people who live by herrings in the far 
north get their letters quicker owing to the 
opening of a railway, and the inhabitants of 
Orkney are now blest with a daily mail alt 
the year round. 

Abroad the general post-office has not been 
idle. It has arranged for the establishment 
of a system of international money-orders 
between this country and Switzerland, 
doubled the limit of weight for letters to 
Greece, estended the book and pattern post 
to China and Japan, and reduced the postage 
of newspapers and printed matter between 
this and all the countries in Europe with 
which we have a book and pattern post 

Besides this there have been a number of 
contracts made with iqail-packet companies 
for the performance of the postal service 
between "here, there, and everywhere," and 
the money-order system has been estended 
to the Falkland Islands, St. Helena, Natal, 
Hong K!ong, Shanghai, and Yokohama. 

"Cfot a bad year's work, will, we think, be 
the verdict of those who read this rapid snm- 
mary, and we agree with them. 



There is only one little retrograde step 
noticed in the report, and that ia the raising 
of the postage to India and Ceylon by 3d. 
per ^ oz., making the rate 9d. instead of 6d., 
vid Southampton, and I3d. instead of lOd., 
t;i'(! Marseilles. This had been talked of for 
some time past. We remember a long time 
back noticing in these pages that such an 
increase was intended, and its necessity 
must, we suppose, be admitted, when we 
learn that " even at these enhanced rates 
postal communication ia maintained only at 
a heavy cost to the imperial and Indian 
giverutnents." 

This change in rate should give occasion 
for the emission of three new stamps, a six 
anaa, and "an eight anna and eight pice" for 
India, and a thirteenpenny for Ceylon. This 
latter value would also be required on this 
side to pay the Marseilles rate. 

With regard to the redaction of the rate 
of postage on newspapers, the postmaster- 
general says it will be his duty carefully to 
consider the question before the next meeting 
of parliament, when we hope the desired re- 
form win be granted. 



THE AMERICAN "CARRIERS'" 

STAMPS. 
Of what are termed the "carriers' stamps," 
that is, stamps naed for prepaying city 
letters delivered by carriers, there are, we 
believe, three separate types, viz. : — 

1. Man on horseback; inscription, GOVEBN- 
MFST, in curved line above; citi despatch, 
below. Small oblong: col. imp. I cent, 
black, red. 

2. Eagle at bay, in transverse oval frame, 
partially enclosed by a wreath ; inscription, 
u. s. p, o. DESPATCH, above ; prepaid and value, 
below. Small oblong rect. ; col. imp. I 
cent blae. 

3. Head of Franklin ; inscription, car- 
KiERS' STAMP. No value. Col. imp. Bed- 
brown. 

There is also a fourth stamp, inscribed 
carriers' despatch, bat this, we believe, has 
never been considered to be other than an 
unmitigated local. 

The first two of the above-mentioned three 
stamps are well known, the " Government 
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Despatch" eapecially, and they have been 
generally supposed to be state emiseiona. 
The third stamp is of great rarity ; Moens 
includes it in hia new catalogue, but Berger- 
Levranlt makes no mention of it, and we 
oni'selves can never recollect having seen a 
copy. 

Doubts having been started by collectors 
in the United States ns to the authenticity 
of Nos. 1 and 2, Dr. Yarrow, a corre- 
spondent oi The Amm-ican Journal of PhUaie- 
hj, forwarded specimens of these stamps to 
Mr. Corell, one of the superior officers of tbe 
post'Offiue department at Washington, with 
a request to be informed as to their origin, 
and this gentleman's reply, which appears 
in the corrent number of the A. J. P., is as 
follows : — 

Po3T-Offiob Depabtment, FiNiscB Office, 
July 30th, 1869. 

Sib,— Your communicatiaii of the 20(h inat, ia re- 
cdird. The blue Btamp, "Eagle," whs ueed for pre- 
paving city letters delJTered by camera. It was isaucd 
about November 17tb, 1861, and waa withdrawn January 
27th, 1852. It waa very little used, except in Phila- 

'"iT'i^Bup- 

diapatch" eoiDjianiL'S located in New York. The apcci- 
mens aie herewith returned. 

Very raspertfully, 

W, H. H. COEELL, 

Third Att. P. M. Umeral. 
S. 0. Tarmui, Eiq., 
Niv> York. 
The official character of tbe Eagle stamp 
is thus definitely established, and the real 
valae of the " Government Despatch " label 
is scarcely less clearly demonstrated. 

To obtain information respecting the third 
stamp (head of Franklin), Dr. Tarrow ad- 
dressed himself to another of the post-office 
staff, Mr. Ireland, whose reply also is 
published in The American Journal of Fki- 
uilehj. The following is a copy : — 

PoST-OFFICB DeTAETMENT, 'WASHmOION, 

August lOth, 1869. 
Mt Deae Sie, — Yours referTing to "oamers' stamp" 
has come to hand. Tbe following is as near a deKripUon 
of it aa can be mode:— Head of Franklin, looking lo 
\ett; frame oial, geometrical lathe work; ornamental 
inulti-rayed stars at coroera. The word "Camera" in 
itraight lino at lop of stamp; the word "Stamp" in 
straight line at lower margin. A five-pointed atar at 
cnch end of the worie, in brackets. Colour, oraxge- 
Iraicn. Typographed in colours on while paper. Shape, 
upriglit rectangular. Troofa were issued printed in blue 



on pink paper ; also in green and yellow. It was iasoed 
about Sept. 29, 18-^1, but was suppressed almost imme- 
diately, owing to its great similarity lo the then throo- 
cfint stamp. Only aWut 300,000 were ever issued. 

sesaian of the Department. I regret there are none, else 
you should be supplied. The plate was, according to our 
beat information, destroyed after the alumps were sup- 
presaed' 

Sinco the change in adounistrstioa, nothing has been 
done in relation to the new envelope atanip. Several 
deaigna and dies were made and submitted, but not 
accepted by the Department ; and I really think that no 
change will be made, at least for the present. 



mglnd 



this 



any way ir 
although the stflck of materials here lo dra«' fivjm 
is nnt very coinjiiete. It baa always aurprised me that 
tbe De]iartment h is never kept any official history of i:s 
stamps. Are there any of the regular issues of our 
stamps wanting in vour collection ? We have a few on 
band, and perhaps 1 can supply you with any which 
are wunling. 'f liily youre, 

W. H. Ikelahd. 

The contemporary from whom we have 
been borrowing says, by way of comment 
on this letter, — 



great likeneaa to the 3 c. stamp then in use, it was super- 
seded, on tbe 27th January, 1852, by the 1 e. oblong 
eagle. But there ia one thin); we do not underatund. 
Mr. Ireland aaya it waa printed oringt tiDicn. Now, we 
have only been able to ace four of tfaeae stamps, two of 
which were blue on pink paper, and both tcere canailed, 
we think, by a number of aquare dots similar to the stamps 
of the French Kepublic. Wetookbothofthesefrcm Letters 
ourselves. Another was printed in orange otl India 

fiper, and was obliiined b^ the owner direct from the 
. 0. Department at Washington. The remaining one 
now lies before us, and Ja printed in brown of the shade 
described in the letter, on similar paper to the 1851 isaue 
U.S. stamps; it is uncancelled. The plate from which 
this one ii printed appears to be cracked, the imper- 
fection extending across the stomp on a lute with ths 
chin of Franklin. 

These details will be read by colleotors on 
this side of the water with interest, the 
stamp they refer to being almost entirely 
unknown here. With regard to the colour 
we may note that Moens gives it as red> 
brown. 

Our contemporary, the A. J. P., it will be 
seen, in summing up the information as to 
the two carriers' stamp», makes a mistake 
as to the dates of issue. The letters it 
publishes show that the Franklin stamp was 
issued on the 29th September, 1851, and 
the Eagle stamp about the 17th Kovember 
of tbe same year, when, no doobt, ita pre- 
decessor was witbdrawit. The Inttpr waa 



Oct. 1, 



9.] 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



151 



itself sappreased on the 27tb Jimaary, 1852. 
Neither had more thau a few weeks cnr- 
rency ; bnt whilst the plale, and probably 
the Burplns stock, of the tirst was destroyed. 
the plate at any rate of the second was 
preserved, and most have been estensivcly 
reprinted from, to judge from the number of 
copies which have been pnt in circntution 
among collectors of late years. 



POSTAGE-STAMP EMBLE51S.— II. 

Arms of Spain. 
[Note. — Before oommenijing the dcMription of the 
ftnns of u Bcoond eounlry, we deem it well to remedy rni 
Bccidental omiaaion in our firat paper by ataling v/imt are 
the colours usrd in heraldry. The miitala ate, or, eoU, 
and aTgtHl, ailser; and the fire ordlnnry uotours, blue, 
red, green, black, and purple, are tinned azure, gulet, 
rert, tablt, and purpart, rcBpectirely. Tliere are two 
other coloura which an but rurelj founi] hi Uriliah 
heialdrT, they ate tanguine, a blii<>d-red, and lairn>i, 
orange,] 

Qua last sketch was devoted to Rome; 
onr present shall relate to the arms of the 
coantry that, hardly more than a twelve- 
month back, was the home of the church's 
favourite daughter, the recipient of the 
golden roee^emblem of faithfulness to the 
mother chnrch. 

There ore two Spanish coats of arms, one 
much larger than the other. The smaller 
consists of a shield divided quarterly, the 
base, or lower portion, being scalloped out 
as figured on the official stamps. In the 
centre of the shield is a small oval charged 
with three golden lilies on an azure field; 
the reigning house being a branch of the 
Bonrbon family. The first and fonrbh quar- 
ters of the primary shield contain a castle or, 
with windows azure, on a red ground— for 
Castile. In the second and third quarters 
are the arms of Leon, ub a field azure, a, lion 
rampant gtdee crowned or. The point at the 
base before named holds a red pomegranate, 
with green leaves — for Oranada. 

Encircling the escutcheon is the order of 
the Golden Fleece, which consists of gold 
and blue sparkling stones emitting roseate 
rays, and having pendant to it a golden 
lamb. This order, since the suppression of 
that of the Holy Ghost, is second only to 
the Garter. It was instituf^d in 1429 by 
the grand-duke Philip the Good, of Bur- 



gundy, at his marriage wi 
Portugal ; and as Philip's pnccessor, Charles 
the Bold, died in 1437, without male heirs, 
the power of conferring the order fell into 
tho hands of his daughter's husband, the 
emperor Maximilian I. From that time 
various disputes occurred with different 
royal houses aa to the right of granting this 
distinction, when it was settled in Vienna, 
in 1725, that it should be conferred by Spain 
and Auslrlo only. 

The grand arms of Spain, since 1780, 
have been, emblazoned in an oval shield, of 
which the previously described arms form a 
centre. 

They are arranged in the following order, 
begiuujug with the top compartments, and 
counting from left to right;— 

'JOF. 

1. On a field or, four red perpendicular 
bars ; termed paly of four or and gules — for 
Arragon. 

2. In the chief and base, paly of foi"" 
gules and or; on right and left divisions, a 
black eagle on silver field— for Sicily. 

3. Upon a field gules, a chevron argent — 
for Austria. (A chevron, au old writer per- 
tinently says, "represents two rafters of a 
house well jointed together, or a pair of 
compasses halfopen.") 

4. Golden lilies on a blue field, within a 
hordure of red and silver-— for New Bur- 
gundy. 

CENTBE. 

5. On a field or, six lilies twure — for Parma. 

6. This division is devoted to the bearings 
of the Tuscan house of Medici ; the ground 
is of gold, upon which are six balls, or 
bezants ; the largest is above, and is blue 
charged with three gulden lilies; the I'emaiu- 
ing five are red. 

§ Between Nos. 5 and 6 are placed the 
smaller arms first described. 

BOTTOM. 

7. Within a boi-dure gules, six bendleta 
sinister or and axure — for Old Burgundy. 
Bendlets are bars running from the upper 
left hand corner to the lower opposite corner 
of the shield. A bend sinister ia exactly the 
reverse of this. 

8. The next division, with the arms of 
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Flanders, has a black lion on a golden 
groan d. 

9. A silver field, charged with a red eagle 
with golden beak and clawa. This bird 
holds in its beak a gold clover plant— for 
Tyrol. 

10. Upon a field sable, a lion or — for 
Brabant. 

The Spanish arms are without supporters, 
but they are sometimes placed between two 
silver pillars. The motto is " Plus ultra." 

Of the two coats of arms the smaller one 
mav be said to belong to the nation, in- 
clading as it does the emblems indicating 
only the principal provinces of the realm and 
the immediate descent of the rulers ; whilst 
the other appertains more personally to the 
sovereign, representingas it does the posses- 
sions of the Hapsburg- Bourbon house and 
its numerous branches. The latter speaks of 
the long past, of the days when Charles the 
Fifth was governor of half western Europe; 
the other indicates the Spain of to-day, or, 
should we not rather say, ofyesterday, seeing 
that the lilies are no longer the arms of a 
reigning sorereign ? With the latter, the one 
which appears on the official stamps, and 
on the regular sci'iea of 1854, collectors 
have most to do, and we trust the details 
above given may enhance the interest with 
which these stamps ara regarded. 



A Professor at Fault.— We have received thetoi- 
lowing communioiitioD, which eKpUins iUelf :— ''In your 
artiole of last month about ,Guatoaiala, jou eay, ■ J£. 
Moeos iocuUrly obao .i._. .1,. J 4:^.1... j„„- 



t the word timbet does 



Spanish professor whom hi; consulted, 
Spanish dictionar}', he would find the word iimhie 
mEmtioned therein, though noC applied to postai^ stsmps, 
but meaning the cicst on the ooat of amis. — Yuuis, &.•:., 
VicroB G. DE Ts.tsi." 
The CinncLAn DELIYEttT Comtant,— Dnring the 



past Trinity Tvrm the cuao granted by the police niHgis~ 
tiate, who convicted the secretary of this compaii" ' 
infringing the riehts of the post-office, came on for 



Hate, who convicted the secretary of this company fc 
infringing the rights of the post-office, came on for arg 
ment before the full court of queen's bench sitting in bam 



The point raised was that tdie company was incorpor 
that It only delirered the circulars of ita own shareholdets, 
and that, therefore, it was pi-otcotcd by the permission 
txpressly accorded by law to private persons to send their 
letters by their own servants. The judges, however, held 
..■._.. I :_. acting illegally, and that in effect r" 



pate that after this deci) 



will be doasolvcd. 



NEWLY-ISSUED OR INEDITED 
. STAMPS. 

We have this month to introdnoe to onr 
readers' notice a pair of noveltiee, which we 
think will be cordifdly welcomed. With the 
snbjoined engraving before their eyes, it is 
hardly necessary to say that they hail from 
NiOARAOUA. — All the world-philatelic '" 



the design which 
has been the subject of 
general admiration for 
the last sis years. So 
loi 



recognise at a ] 



its first appear- 
vithout any signs 
I being manifested of an 
intention to add to the 
number of values, that it bad become almost 
an understood thing that the two' originals 
would always remain the sole representatives 
of the type. 

To what change in the political state of 
the republic we owe the appearance of two 
new valaos we are ignorant. It would seem, 
however, that from the first it had been in- 
tended to issue other denominations, a corres- 
pondent of M. Moens, at San Juan, having in- 
fornaed him to that effect in a letter, dated 
April, 1863, which was published in the first 
volume of La Tiinbre-Poste, but the deed has 
lag£^d far behind the intention. 

The two neW values are 10 and 25 centavos. 
The central design is esaotly the same as 
that of the original pair, the framework 
alone diffePa. Our readers will see fwMn our 
engraving what are the variations in the 
10 c; its companion has the corner numerals 
within a kind of lozenge, and the inscriptions 
are not on labels. 

The colour of the 10 c. is a rather light 
vermilion, differing considerably in shade 
from tho Salvador 1 rl. and the Costa Rica 
2 ris. The 25 c. is printed greenish blue, a 
moat ineffective colour, approaching very 
nearly to that dull, &ded hue which aatamp 
originally mauve or lilac acquires after long 
exposure to the ann. With the choice of so 
many other tints, it ia to bo regretted that 
this of all others shonid have been adopted, 
and we trust it may soon be changed for a 
better. , , 

Digitized by L:.OOgle 
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Allogetber the new Talnes hard Ijr come 
to their predecessors in appearance, and 
think the deficiency is in a great 
to be ascribed to the kind of paper oa which 
they are {tinted. Instead of employing a 
stoat toned paper, each as that used for the 
first stamps, and also for the !Nova Scotia, 
Salvador, and other stamps prepared by the 
same company, a tliin pure white has been 
chosen, which is by no means well suited to 
show up thejjesign, 

Berokdorf.— "Phe annexed design is that 

of a type which the Borgedorf postal anthori- 

-, ties had lithographed with 

intention therewith to 

supersede the stamps in 

circulation, but the war 

prevented the emission. 

The d an ge ro u s preval en CO 

of forgeries, was, accord- 

-' ing to M. Moena, the 

reason for the change. 

Our Belgian authority mentions having 
seen a set of proofs of the Bergedorf stamps 
Btmck in black ink from the original stone 
itsdf on which they were drawn. They are 
all printed on one sheet, whence may be 
loarnt the order in whicb the stamps were 
lithographed. On the &rst line are the 4 and 
1| Bchg. On the second, the 3 and 1 schg., 
and below these the J eohg. The essay 
above figured is also found on the same 
sheet breath the stamps proper, and is, 
like them, printed in black on white. 

M. Moens, at first Huspidous of them, finds 
nothing wherewith to reproach them after 
careful examiuatioa. He notices, however, 
that the 1^ sch. is inscribed on the left 
BCHILLINOB, instead of tehilUng, and states 
that the error was corrected in the transfer 
or report by the suppression of the e, but 
some copies with the fault were put in cir- 
culation. 

Camad*. — The following is from The 
Americaii Journal of Fkilately : " Canada ia 
shortly to have a new set of stamps. Taking 
lessons in economy from our own country, 
it seems they are abont altering their stamps 
to make them smaller, so as to save paper. 
The head will still remain exactly the same 
as now, but the frame and margin around 
the head will be considerably less. We can- 




not see how this can be done without spoil- 
ing the beauty of the stamp. As to whether 
they are to retain the same colour we are 
unable to say." We trust this intelligence 
ia incorrect ; that the example of the new 
United States stamps can have any attrac- 
tive influence on the Canadian authorities 
is hardly possible. 

Bavakia.— We give the annexed illustra- 
tion of the type of a series of so-called 
local stamps under all re- 
serves. They are intro- 
duced to onr Dotice with 
the usual story that they 
are the emissions of a 
company which carries 
Iett«rs and packages be- 
tween two neighbouring 
towns, the towns in ques- 
tion being this time Eissingen and Schwein- 
fiirt; but ap^rt from the suspicion with which 
sudi stamps should on general grounds be 
viewed, there is one particular circumstance 
which, in our opinion, tells very much against 
them, which is that they are all struck 
separately from the original die. The copies 
before us show a margin almost as wide as 
that of the first Shanghais, and it is idle to 
suppose that if a sheet were set up a space 
of nearly three -qaarters of an inch would 
bo left between each stamp. No genuine 
letter- carrying company would be content to 
have its stamps printed separately, and if 
it did the pnblio would not be likely to 
give it the preference over the state post- 
offioe, in view of the trouble which they 
would have in using them. To ns the ex- 
istence of the company at all seems very 
questionable, but if it does exist, its business 
must be confined to the conveyance of 
parcels ; and, accepting this hypothesis, it 
seems strange that a firm of carriers should 
make use of such finely- ex ecu ted labels 
merely to stick on the packages. The com- 
pany styles itself on the stamps the phivi- 
lEGED EXPRESS, but there is not a word to 
indicate that it undertakes or is permitted 
to carry letters, nor is it likely that the post- 
office would sanction the infringement of its 
monopoly by any private persons. It is pos- 
sible enough that some snch fi^ud has been 
perpetrated as took place in connection with 
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the BftDcrofl atamps ; some dishonest sjwcn- 
lator has used the cumpanji's title witbimt 
permission, in order to fuist these labels on 
collectors as of its emissiou. M. Mtieus, 
ftom whoso journal we obtain the stutemeiit 
on which we have cominented, and who 
gives it withont reservation, has no doubt 
been deceived in the matter, and time will, 
we believe, prove the correctness of onr sns- 
picions. 

For the guidftnce of collectors we have 
only to mention that of the above design 
there are (up to the present time) but three 
values and four colonrs in existence, via. : — 

1 (kreuzer) green. 

2 „ carmine-rose and red-brown. 

3 „ bright blue. 

The impression is in relief, colour on white, 
and the copies we have seen are gummed. 

KoETH German- Cohfedbbation, — Accord- 
ing to M. Moens, the 1 and 2 agr. have lately 
appeared with a water- 
mark, which our engra- 
ving, a copy of bis own, 
inadequately represents. 
That it is not more accn- 
rate is due to the fiictthat 
his engravers could not 
HO it to advantage, and 
M. Moens himself admits 
that it is hardly visible, and that he faas 
heard doubts expressed as to its presence. 
By way of confirmation he saya that he finds 
the same watermark, which appears to him to 
be rather a kind of network than a series of 
undulating lines, on all the new telegraph 
stamps. We for our part have not had the 
opportunity of examining any recent copes 
of the two postage stamps he mentions, bat 
we have made a moat careful inspection of 
their telegraphic brethren, and must confess 
we find on them no trace of the alleged 
watermark. Should onr readers be more 
successful Uian ourselves, we will thank 
them to send ns any stamps on which they 
may discern it, and we shall then be happy 
to recognise its esistence; meanwhile we can 
bat consider our Belgian friend's eyesight as 
for once in fault. 

Sarawak. — In the September number of 
The PhilatelUl we Sod the following remarks 
respecting the sole value in use in the Kajah's 




dominions, which we extract for the benefit 
of the sceptical : — 

" In the month of September, 16C8, we 
first presented the cut of a stamp which, 
although duly certified to ourselves on un- 
doubted authority, has ever since been 
ignored, and scarcely even deemed worthy 
of a sentence of condemnation, so deter- 
mined appeared every philatelic aniateur to 
pooh-pooh it. 

" With the stamp in question bodily pre- 
sent, and regularly postmarked on a letter, 
side by side with a 24 cents of the Straits 
Settlements, all doubt and derision are onoe 
for all at an end. A private letter from 
Sarawak states that the single adhesive 
issued is current there only, thus being 
strictly local. A copy of the government 
regulations respecting those latest novelties 
is appended, by which it will bo seen that 
the individuals are used indiscriminately as 
postals or fiscals. 



On sad aflor the Istof March, 1869, thu following rules 
wmc«m« into forte:— 

On sU letteiv not exceeding half an onncs . . 1 stamp. 
Foe eyeryhalf-ounco in eicDsa, up ta four oaa. I „ 
On alllttceipta or Paid Bills OTcr fl dols. ..1 „ 
On rII IfillB of 8ale, Ac, to become legal , . 1 „ 
On all Agreemeola to become logul ,, 1 „ 

On all Billa of Lading or Mate's Iteocipta ., I „ 
By order, 

W. M. CaoCEBB, 
Sarawak. SecrsUrv. 

Jan. 12th, 1869." 

ViCTOKiA.^ The threepenny stamp has 
just chnnged its colour from lilac to orasgo 
^the hue of the eightpenny, whicb latter 
value ia to be discontinued. 



POSTAGE-STAMP PORTBAITS.— 

HOS. IX AND X. 

IBE TWO PBINCB3 OF SBBTIA. 

The moment of the withdrawal of the 
aeriea of Servian atamps bearing the portrait 
of the aasa^sinated prinoe Michel Obreno- 
vitch, to give pluce to the new emiasion with 
the effigy of hia son, seeme to QS opportune 
for the insertion of a short sketch of the 
lives of the two prinoea, published in the 
Queen newspaper at the time of the accession 
of the latter. The bic^t^aphy of the fiitber 
being connected with the events which led 
to the liberation of his country, it is necessary 

I, I, Ciooglc 
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that they should bo briefly atated hy nay of 
preface. 
. We take up the Barrfttive then in 1804-, in 
■which year an adventurer, named George 
tfae Black, plaoed himself at the head of a 
band of partisans, guincd numerous victor iea 
over the Turks, seized on Belgrade, and suc- 
ceeded in 1806 in getting himself recognised 
as Prince of Servia. His triumph was short, 
and he ended by being decapitated. In 1816 
a Servian shepherd, nainud Milosch Obreno- 
vitch, a former companion -in- arms of George 
the Black, recommenced the struggle. The 
I'urkiab government was not able to subdue 
tim, and the treaty of Adrianople in 1829 
recognised the independence of Servia, under 
the suzerainty of the Porle, to which it pays 
an annaal tribute of £23,000. 

Michel, the late prince, and the aecond 
son of this Prince Milosch, was born Sept. i, 
1828. Ue, with bis elder brother Milan, was 
educated first by a Russian professor, and 
afterwards by M. Banos, a yonng Greek from 
Trieste. He early acquired a thorough 
knowledge of both the French and German 
languages. When Michel was ten years of 
age he was about to quit his native country, 
and, accompanied by his brother, to travel 
in Europe ; but as they were starting their 
plans were suddenly frustrated by the revo- 
lution which broke out, and through which 
Mi!osch (mho had alienated the love of hia 
people by reason of his despotism and exces- 
tive covetousness) was compelled to abdicate. 
His eldest son Milan was called to succeed 
him, hut his reign only lasted a very brief 
space, for he died on the 8th of July, 1839, 
just three weeks after bis accession. 

Prince Michel, who had followed hia father 
into exile, waa recalled, and proclaimed ac- 
cording to tbe terms of the hatti-sheriff of 
1838. HeproceededtoConatantinople, where 
be waa invested by the new Snltan, Abdnl- 
Medjid, who in January, 1840, conferred npon 
him tbe title and decoration of Mncbir; and 
on hia return to Servia the following March 
he took the oath of fidelity to the constitu- 
tion. During hia absence the country bad 
been governed by his uncle, and by tbe chiefs 
of the opposition under Milosch ; and these 
(XJutinned to exercise a sort of supervision 
ov«7 the conduct of the prince and state, 



tbeir power being sanctioned by the Porte. 
The young prince's situation soon became 
insupportable ; his mother, naturally desirons 
that her husband should be restored to power, 
complicated matters; but after intrigues of 
varions sorts the young prince succeeded in 
banishing the chiefs of tbe opposition party, 
who retired to Constantinople. 

After their departure Prince Michel pat 
into operation several administrative reforms, 
but he failed to conciliate bis people. He 
managed awkwardly ; be was constantly 
stepping on the national toes, and his fiscal 
menani-es ended in rendering his government 
completely unpopular. In 18-il the Porte 
demanded and obtained the recall of the 
exiles ; then a double revolution agitated the 
country, resulting in that most disastrous of 
all consequences — civil war. One campaign 
lasted seven days ; tbe prince was defeated, 
and retired to Austria; the chiefs of tbe 
opposition entered the capital, and formed a 
triumvirate, which was recognised by the 
commissioner of the Porte. The prince 
protested against the national decision ; he 
waited in vain for the intercession of tbe 
Powers, and then quitted Semlin, where hia 
presence was a source of nneasinCHS to the 
new government at Belgrade. He pro- 
ceeded to Vienna to visit his father, and 
then went to Berlin, accompanied by Vnk 
Stebnovitch, a renowned Servian philo- 
sopher and writer, and, while apparently 
occupying himself exclusively with study, 
hia agents were stirring up rebellion in 

From Berlin ho jonrneyed to London and 
Paris, attentively studying the people, cha- 
racter, and constitution of each country, 
and moat oarefnlly concealing the while his 
projects of restoration. These projects were 
not realised for sixteen years ; it was not 
until the revolution of 1858 that Prince 
Michel was again recalled to Servia to take 
the government once more into his hands. 
Since that period he has introduced the 
reforms be before attempted, and this last 
time with marked success, for experience 
had taught him prudence, and in doing so 
he carefully avoided wounding the suscepti- 
bilities of his subjects. In 1853 be had 
married Countess Julia Huniady, a Hun- 
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garian lad^ of iiigh birtfa, bat some years 

since ho repudiated heron thosame g^nndB 
that Napoleon repudiated Josephine. This 
nnhappj woman, on hearing of her hus- 
band's sad fate, left Paris, where she had 
lived up to that period in retirement, and 
was among the saddest monmera over the 
murdered corpse. 

The assasaination of Prince Michel was 
the work of the pro-Rnsaian party in Servia, 
to whom he had given great offence, espe- 
cially as he owed mnch of his position to 
Russian influence. Since the withdrawal of 
the Turkish Sag from Belgrade and other 
forts in the principality, the late prince 
showed a disposition to abstain from the 
intriguea that are being so actively promoted 
along the Danube. This policy proved fatal 
to him, and the infamous deed which was 
recently perpetrated was the result. 

Servia is a rich country, and if the inhabi- 
' tants devoted themselves to develop the inter- 
nal resources of it, ■ their prosperity would 
soon become considerable. The Government 
is a constitutional monarchy. Every citizen 
paying taxes ifl an elec-tor, and is eligible to 
sit as deputy. There is no nobility in the 
country, or, as the people say, every Servian 
is noble. The land is very much subdivided, 
and the nation is composed almost exclu- 
sively of small landowners, living on their 
£inns, half peasant and half soldier, and 
very proud of their independence. 

The sovereignty is now hereditary in the 
Obrenovitch family. A law passed by the 
Skuptchina in 1861 gave to the Prince, in 
default of a direct heir, the right of appoint- 
ing his successor. Prince Michel exercised 
that prerogative in favour of bis nephew, 
aged 13. This yonug prince has been edu- 
cated in Paris, his late uncle having taken 
him there some years ago and confided him 
to the care of M. Huet, a man of great 
worth and uprightness of character, and 
with grave, austere manners. Under this 
desirable professor the hoy has made rapid 
progress ; he is gifted with rare intelligence, 
and, acoording to report, is full of promise 
for the future. Up to the date of his 
departure from the French capital he was 
an oufc-door pnpil at the college of Louis le 
Grand. He will have need of firmness and 



courage, for he is called upon to govern a 
people full of energy and industry, but, like 
all who have thirsted long for independence, 
are for a time after acquiring it inconstant 
and Bxoitahle ; the future, therefore, that 
awaits this young Prince is by no means 
certain. 

When the youth first heard the news of 
his uncle's assassination he was playing in 
the garden that adjoins his house in Paria, 
and was surrounded by his school fellows. 
He immediately n.ttered a cry of indigna- 
tion, and the words " Je le vengoi-ai." But 
vengeance, reprehensible enough among pri- 
vate individuals, is still woree in a prince, 
for the greater the power the more modera- 
tion should there be in the exercise of it, 
M. Hnet, who has followed his pupil to 
Servia, will point out afresh that law 
does not take vengeance— it judges and 
condemns, and then punishes. 

To the above we may add the following 
details respecting t^e young prince, given 
in Tie Tiiubrophile, by one who knew him 
personally : — " Milano is the grandson ttf 
Miloaoh Obrenovitch, the founder of Scrviao 
independence. From 186S to 1868, one 
might often see this child of ten to fourteen 
years playing with a doaen other boys in the 
garden of the Luxembourg, at Paris. When 
the Servian stamps appeared for the first 
time (1360), he received Uiem before any 
one else in Paris, and distributed them to 
bis young comrades. 

" Some days ago, we showed to several of 
his old friends and fellow- scholars the new 
series of stamps with the effigy of Milano. 
They all cried 'Tiens, c'est tol-Casei .' ' it 
was the sc^riquet under which he was known 
at the Luxembourg, If the engraving of 
the stamp is bad, the resemblance at least is 
pretty good." 

OUR CONTEMPORARIES, 

Septeubbr 20, 1869. 
CoMUENCENG at random with the paper 
which comes uppermost on ovee file, let na 
take for notice 

The Amerioan Stamp Mercury (we dr(^ ita 
additional title aa that does ait concern tw). 

ti.cd I, Google 
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The nninber opens witfa a sbort article on 
"Timbrophily in the United Stotes," in 
■which the anthor claims that his country 
now stands ahead of al! others " in point 
of activity in stamp- collecting." We think 
the writer is a littlo in advance of the time in 
this assertion, but we should certainly be 
the last to regret its substantiation, were it 
possible. We trust that philately has a 
worthy future to look forward to in America. 
The great improvement which has taken 
place in the editing of the stamp-journals, 
and the interesting articles which are now 
commenciDg to appear, is proof of the ad- 
vances which the pnrsnit has made. We 
only regret that the magazine under notice 
slionld have found the necessity of opening 
Its pages to the study of coins as well as 
stamps. In the current number the space 
is equally divided between the two subjects, 
\mt we find nothing suitable for notice 
among the remaining stamp articles. 

Thg American Journal of PMateJy.—The 
most interesting paper in the number before 
ns is that on Carriers' Stamps, the informa- 
tion on which we have utilised in the pre- 
sent number under a separate heading. 
"A plea for 'Revenue Stamp' collecting" 
reads rather like a fine satire on the pursuit 
it affects to advocate, than an argument in 
fiivonr of it. After recommending the col- 
lection cf the United States revenue stamps 
proper, representing the tax on drafts, 
cheques, bills of exchange, &c., the writer 
goes on to snggest the accumnlation of 
match stamps, which, according to him, are 
really works of art. Ho then says : — 

Should j-on imagine you have eihouated the " match " 
line of work, cominencii with "plaj-ing card ttampa;" 
follow then by ''shoe aCauipa," they in turn to giie phax 
to priTBte projirietary »t»mps, whose number ia Iwion, 
and whost! designs are, for the moat part, beautiful and 
appropriate, many of titem bvaring upon their faoea Ul 
eiceilent steel engrsviuf portrait of tlic fortunate inven- 
tor of aome celebrated empirical remedy, lilte "Hemtiold's 
Buchu," or "Schenek'Bgea WeedTonic." Should you 
become wearv of these alanipB (for yon can never hopa to 
have all of them), turn your attention to the oigar and 
lobaoco alflmpa. It u no eiaggcnition to say these are 

We now come to " Beer Stamps " — large convoluted cir- 
calar ones, plaeed over the bung-faolea of barrels contain- 
ing the celebrated Teutonic beverage. We may also 
collect the large oblong Btampa placed on barrels of 
■pirita ! there are a namber of varioliee of lhc«e, and 
brang well deaigned, are quite prettj. Should mv ool- 
lecting friends succeed in obtaining all these different 



varieties tor their own oonnliy, lei them turn their atten- 
tion abroad. 

If they wait until then they will not, we 
fear, commence the study of foreign revenue 
stamps until a late period in life, and can 
have no hope of ever obtaining a collection 
to rival in diversity of contents that of their 
home labels. Seriously, it would seem al- 
most impossible that anyone would follow 
the advice given by this writer. As far as 
we are concerned, we should only care to 
collect the "bung" stamps on the barrels to 
which they appert^n, and as our pencltant 
for their contents is far from strong, we fear 
that under such conditions a collection of 
three or four specimens would represent the 
labour of our lifetime. 

Under the heading " The Memphis Enve- 
lope," the following letter from the Memphis 
postmaster is quoted respecting the adhesive. 
The testimony he gives adds little to what 
was previously known respecting the stamp, 
but coming from such a source is worthy of 
being put on record :— 

jrEjiFHifl, July I7th, 1869. 
Deab Sra,— In reply to your note of the 12th inat., I 
would aay that the statnpa you encloeed me [the well- 
known Memphis 6 c. oral rod and the SI. G. Callaway 
2 c. blue] were got up by me here in Memphia. When 
Tennessee pasaed the ordinance of ieceBaioo, the old 
goveiTimeat stamps were worthless, and as 1 found it 
impossible to get along without stamps, I nslced and pro- 
cured the consent of the govemmenl at Richmond to get 
up temporary stamps until the Postmaster General could 
furnish Tae with tegular stamps. Those you enelDHed me 
were in use for sflveral months, and were the only ones 
used. A stamp was shortly afterwards manufactured at 
JU^hmond, altw which those I issued were takea in and 
destroyed. Reipectfully yours, 

M. C. Qallawat. 

Following this is a short article on The 
Cashmere Stamp, which is copied verbatiiu 
from these pages, but no acknowledgement 
of the fact is made. Wo are willing to be- 
lieve the omission was unintentional. 

Maeon'g Coin and Stamp OoUeetor's Maya- 
nine, this month, contains nothing worthy of 
special notice. The paper on " Fhilatelism 
as a Fine Art " is continued, hut the new 
instalment shows no improvement, the in- 
formation given is elementary, and there- 
fore to all but very young collectors unin- 
teresting. 

The PhUaielist.. — The leading article in 
the current number is from the pen of Mr. 
Pemberton, and relates " The History of the 
Discovery of the Sydney Embossed Stamp." 
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It was written before the pnper on the same 
.fiuV(iect was read by the Presiclent of the 
Philatelic Society, and p^oea over the same 
ground, bat with the addition of some 
secondHrj details. Altogether it . is well 
.worth nsading. 

After thia comes the continnatioti of a 
paper on "Philatelic Literature," by Mr. 
Dudley Atlee, in the coui'se of which flome 
very apmpos remarks are made as to the 
advance which has been made in the style of 
philatelic publications in general ; and tlieu 
follows a snort but interesting article on the 
St. Lonis stamps, which we keep oYCr for 
consideration in detail next month. 

Whilst referring to oar Brighton con- 
temporary, we deem it but right to withdraw 
to a certain extent the opinion which we 
somewhat hastily wrote on the AnguBt 
number. We ought certainly not to have 
omitted to signalise as among its contents 
A valuable paper by Mr, Pemberton on the 
New South Wales stamps, and also some 
interesting notes by the editor on Parisian 
stamp albntnN which he recently examined. 
One of the stamps he mentions having seen 
deserves to have light thrown on its history. 
The following are the terms in which it is 
referred to : — 

In a, third coUention, the owner of which boasts of pos- 
sessing aliout a hnndred proofe, esaaya, vBrieties, fie, 
which cannot tie found in anj other, we noticed a stamp 
for Mexico, of whivh tliree specimens only are known to 
exist 1 one of them in the poeseesioD of the Fiincefla 
Clodlde, wife of the Prince NapoleoD, and the other in 
that of the King of Portugal. It ia lozenge-ehaped, 
green impression ; pictorial representation in central 
oblong frame, topped b; the word, uexique ; 7 beales 
below, and the same value abbreviated right and left. 

Cannot the editor of Tim Philatelwi inform 
.XLS under what circumstances this design was 
engraved, and how it happens, if it be a 
atamp and not an essay, that bat three copies 
are known to exist ? 

Le Timhre-Posie. — The cnrrent number is 
made np solely of the chronicle of new 
stamps, and a farther instalment of Dr 
Magnns' article on envelopes. 

Le Timbrophile we mast also pass by 
virtually in silence. The continuation of 
Dr. Magnns' article on "Lithographic Ke- 
prints," constitutes the principal featnre, 
and our observations upon it will be fonntl 
under a separate beading. 



EEVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Catalogae pTix-CouTant de timhres-poste, 
essais divers, timbreii-lelegraphe, timbres 
figcatix, timbres de aliemins de fer, S/v. 
Deuxihne Edition. Brussels : J- B. 
Moens. 
The well-known accuracy of the author of 
this work, coupled with his profound know- 
ledge of stamps and all that appertains to 
them, is the best guarantee of the value of 
the above work, which is far more than a 
mere price-catalogue. Any collector who 
wishes to possess a complete list of the 
stamps of any particular country or coun- 
tries, in all their varieties of colour, paper, 
perforation, and watermark, cannot do better 
than obtain a copy of this book, It ia the 
catalogue of one of the best known and 
most honourable of stamp merchants, who 
enjoys, from the extent of his business rel^ 
tions, unusual facilities for the accumulation 
of data concerning the history of the emis- 
sion of all countries, and for the verification 
of colours and shades by comparison with a 
large number of specimens. This work, 
which it would be useless to attempt to 
review in detail, ia given to the subscribers 
to Lb Timhre-Poste, and is sold to non-snb- 
Bcribers at a shilling — a price which, in view 
of the fact that it contains a hundred pages 
of closely printed matter, will not be pro* 
nonnced extravagant. 

POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

THB PoST-OPPICB at CENTEBVn,t.E, INDIAKA, is tn 

charge of a lady, who ia complimented by the local 
journal as "obliging and gentlemanly!" 

A New Postmark.— The E.C. poef-ofBee of the 
metropolitan dletrict have adopted a double cancelling 
mark, large enough to obliterate two labels at once, Thia 
is, however, used when the tetter is franked with but ono 
Isbel. The idea ia no doubt a good one, though there 
are stamps to which seven broad bars would be a dts- 
dguroment ; far out own penny label it does not elgntfy. 

A LETTEB was received at the New Toii post-offloe, 
having the following direetiona : — 

JosDAN, Hiuu., July 14, 1868. 
■ Uncle Samuel,— Dear Sir ; 

Like n weaver's shuttle to the East let me flee ; 

To the State of New Jersey, down by the sea; 

When at Millville I stop, pray give me a toaa 

Tq John Heathcote the fiddler, and weaving-room boas. 

Onn Wbst Indian Islands, — Oar Belgian contena- 
porary mentions, but under reserve, a report that the 
Virgin Islands, Barbodoa, Oreuada, St. Vincent, Tobago, 
St. Lucia, Antigua, Hontaerrat, St. Kitt's, Kevis,,ai)d 



i9.] 



THE STAMP-COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE. 



15§ 



Domininue, are to be placed nnder one Bole adminiBtra- 
tion, and (hat in oonaequence Uie diflerent atampB in u«B 
will be aufKTseded by one uniform type. Have our 
readeni heard anything of this rumour? 

Newbpapkk Stamps,— It is rumoured that importsnt 
changeawillbemadeneitsesaioninrefereDoetotheslampg 
of newspapers and their tianBmisgion through the medium 
of the pnat-office. The Btanip, whether impreseed or 
affiled, will be reduced from one penny to a halfpenny, 
and the latter sum will euSce for any weight. A ihstb- 
paper, suppose, with a double supplement, the stamp on 
wliich now cosU three- halfpence, will then be carried for 
a siQBle halfpenny. The stamps may be either impreBied 
oradheuTe, and the Laller will h« obtainable at all places 
where newspapers are sold. The stamp, however, will 
be obliterates on the transmission of any newspaper once 
through the posl-offlce. At prsBBnt, for the pmny stamp, 
a newmapet maj be transmitted several times through the 

Siat-offico within fifteen days of the day of publication. 
Hit ypar a stamp will be required for each sepiralo 
desitateh through (he post. It is expected iha h a 
change will partly compensate for tlio loss of nu 
caused by Ihe reduottOD of the chnrRe. The ng 

rule which prohibits the delivery of nowspaper bea g 
an impressed stamp within the liiiiita of the wn □ 
which it is published will be abrogated. 

Fkenoh PoSTHABKa.— Moat colleetora are nv. th 
the French colonial stamps arc postmarked with U. 

or letters indicating the nam© of the colony— i 
ample, mq, for Martinique, but it will be news to many 
that the application of this plan has been commenced in 
France. Wc have received a letter from Marseiltea, the 
stamps on vhioh are poaCmarked with dots, and in the 
centre of the square they form appear the leltera ml., fol- 
lowed by 2" thus: ML. 2" The figure, we presume, refers 
fothediatricto(theci(y, as we have had letteis from other 
parts of the city which bear the usual obliteration, consiat- 
ing simply of a number, one of a prograssive series, where- 
by, as ill this country, all the towns are designated. From 
San Michel we have an obliteration similar to that above 
described, uoh., within a loienae of dots. San Michel 
is the flrat town on the French aide of Mont Cenis. Why 
these letters have been used, instead of s.M., we know not; 
it may, however, Iw that the first two (M.C) signify Mont 
CoDis. Some time since one of our correspondents 
noticed the fact that the French stamps which pass 
through the branob post-olHce in Japan, are postmarked 
with an anchor. He stated that lie Imperial stamps were 
uaed there, and we have ourselves seen snecimena thus 
marked ; but we have also in our poaacssion a French 
eolonial similarly marked, though with a more roughly- 
formed anchor. Whence it came we know not, hut its 
existence proves either that the colonials are in use in 
Japan, or that the anchor mark is of more general use 
than was eupposod. 

PiitisstAN Teleohjipu Stajcps.— An esteemed 



rudent, Mr. Max Joseph, aenda ua a specimen of one of 
new telegraph stamps, and expresses his surprise that 
no notice had been taken in these peges of their appear- 
ance. We must, however, remind him Ihat we keep 
■trietly in view the object with which thia magazine was 
started, viz., that of giving assistance to the collectors of 
pmlagt tiampa, and we consider it would bo contrary to 
our purpose to give prominence to the emisaiona of other 
cIsBBCS of etamps. As intelligence of subordinate interest 
to philateTials, information as to telegraph or other 
stamps is in its proper place in our "Chit chat" column, 
^ here we will now proceed lo give a brief description 



appeals in the centre of a circle, on a kind of radiated 
ground, and on the inner edge of the circle is the inscrip- 
tion. NOKDDEUTHCnB liUNDES-TELEOBAPHIE ; the WOrd 

ouosCHBN in full oceupies the lower margin, and auem' 
blemalic arrow appears in each of [he four angles. All 
the values are printed in one colour, blue, and are as 
follows:-;. 1), 2^,4,5.8, 10, andSOgr. The figure of 
value la printed in black ink, being surcharged on Ihe 
stamp after the impresaton. In coniiectioa with the em- 
ployment of these atamns, a very liberal rule will be put 
in force. It senders of telegrams, by accident or from 
ignorance of the tans', should affix to their despatohea 
more stamps than are required to pay the ehai^o, the 
surplus values will not be obliterated by the officers hut 
returned to the sender in cash. 



CORRESPOKDENCE. 

F0RGEH1E8 AT LIVEEPOOL. 
T A* Editor of " TiiB Stamp-Collbctoh'b Magazine." 



f und hem eipoeed for sale infivedifferent shop windows; 
in ach case I have informed the shopkeepers of the kind 
of ar e they were otfering for sale, and in two cases I 
u d d in atopping the sale of them for the future. In 
every case I Lbund that the slamps were owned by boyt. 
I annex a iist of, I think, nearly all I have observed. 
I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 



■gipt!" 



SCEUTATOn. . 



THE ENTELOrE DIFFICCLTr. 

7b fA<miftro/"TKEST*Mr-ColLEOTOH'BMAOAIINB." 

Dear Sie, — I think that yourreraarlts on thearrange- 
. ., ._...., .-_ <u„ -urrent number (in the eo -— 

how to keep my envelopes entire in the si 
book with my adheaives has been one of great difficulty, 
and I cannot arrive at any solution of it. 

I have paid great attention to the reoommendations 
which from time to tune have appeared in Tie filamp- 
CalUclor't Magatint to keep envelopes uncut, and tried 
to see the advantage of so doing, but have failed in a 
great measure. In matters philatetie I prefer rather to 
follow than to attempt to lead, as I am a collector of but 
reopnt standing, and have no Pendragon-Uke aspirations 
to found anew school. Consequently, I have been hesi- 
tating fur a long time as to the dispi^al of my envelopes, 
hoping that some one would propose a way out of the 
difficulty ; and all this time they have remained uncut 
between the pages of my album, to my great annoyance, 
as I like to see Ihinga in order. But as I cannot go on 
for ever halting between two opinions, I have at leuglh 
made up my mind to follow my own inclinations in the 
matter, and sever the Gordian knot by cutting the enve- 
lopes and placing the stamps in the allotted spaeea. 
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Ferhapa you and your resdera may blame me, but tha 
billancn of advantages setna to me to be on ray side, tor, 
flrat of nil, hs I hare a Moens" album in which there are 
squarea marked out tor the envelopei, if I were (o keep 
them in another bnok these spaces would nlways leraaiD 
vacant ; and I only follow the ciaraple of Sature itself 

Secondly, I must say (the truth will out) that there 
docs not seem to me to be sufficient gain in keeping the 
en Telopes uncut to eompensate tor the inconTenienoe of 
collecting them in a separate album or portfolio. As far 
aa look is concerned, I think the stamps hare a much 
better appearance cut out, with a reasonable margin 
rouDd them, than they have when seen at one comer of 
. an envelope. In the latter caae there is a freat eipanse 
of white paper left, which is ontainly Dotting to look at 
in itself, whilst in the former the stamp, if properly cut 
out, is in the centre of a neat white frame, just large 
enough lo show it off. An album in which all the enve- 
lopes are shown entire can resemble nothing in creation 
BO much as a stationer's traveller's book of samples. 

And, thni, as to the utility of keeping the envelopes 
entire finm a philatelic point of view, I think that has 
been rather overstrained. The doctors in philately are a 
little too hard on uj poor students. It is all very well for 
a museum to have the skeleton of a whale entire, but it 
eveiy humble student of natural historv were obliged to 
get one, too, it is to be feared the science would not be 
pursued with much ardour. 

The value of entire envelopes eonsiefa. so it is said, in 
afterdinf tests against reprint*, and •ometimea in 
^ving internal evidence as to the date of their 
emission; but, surely, whatever reason there may have 
been for preserving the whole envelope years a^fo, when 
stamps were little studied, there is no aucli necessity now. 
Every envelope that cornea out now is noticed in the 
majcaiines, and there arc a select few who keep entire 
copies, which will serve aa tests for any doubtful speci- 
mens which may afl«rwarda come out, butitisnotneedful 
that every one should koep them entire for the same 
purpoie. If I buy a newly-issued envelope I know it is 
not a reprint, and always shall know it, and that is 
enongh for me ; should any other collectOT want to com- 
pare his cony with mine, he is at liberty to do so, with a 
guarantee from me that my copy is original. It may be 
worth my while, perhaps, to cut off the flaps, write on 
I ., e, value, and date of emission of Uie envelope 






to which they belong, and keep them by for the benefit of 
brother amateurs; butthat ia the utmost eitent to whiih 
ray respect for envelopes would carry me, 

1 find I have been allowing my pen to ramble on too 
fteely ; prav excuse my garrulity, and if you can find a 
corner for these odd thoughts you will much oblige. 
Dear Sir, yours respectfully, 

COMMON SENSE. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A. W. 8,— The 6d. orange Tictoria— in use for a short 
period in 1S62 — is very scarce ; a good specimen is seldom 
to bo found. "We have never seen an unused copy. 

L. W. D.— We doubt ourselvea whether the CanadUn 
12d. ever was used to prepay postage, though it has been 
asserted {and we are not m a posiCioa to deny it) that a 
few copies did pass the post. 

T. W. G.— The Kaltbad stamp is Issncd by the pro- 
prietor of the hotel on the Rigi, and pays the coat of the 
carnage of letters from lie hotel to the nearest Swiss post- 
office. It is not isjued by Older of government. Its 



market value is about twopence.— The cost of advertising 
in Ti^ Stamp- aiUclor'aifai/anneimnxpeBcepiT Hue. 
L. P., Cheator; iMTiTram, Buckingham; T. T., 
Liverpool. — We are happy to be able to inform these 
inquirers, on good authority, that tlio long-delayed fifth 

is at 

F. E. C, Saimundham, asks ua rather a curious 
question, vii., whether we can tell him the way to find 
out wbelher the Lubeck envelopes have red, blue, or 
brown inscriptions when the stamp is cut quite close round. 
We frankly eoni^ss our inability, which b rendered the 
more complete by the tact that there are no Lubeck 
envelopes with red or blue inscriptions. 

H. r., Barnabury, N. — We fimcy yon have not given 
the catalogues a very careful perusal, or you would have 
found that the stamps you describe are mentioned In 
them. — The two Confederato 6 c. blue and green belong 
to the fltst series for those states; the Pumguay dengn u 
that of the well-known essay ; the 10 c. French emmre 
imperforate is generally recognised ; and the other 
tliree stamps of which you speak, the 10, 30, and 40 c, 
"" presume, members of the new laureated series. — 



_. . stamp, < 

you speak, inscribed TninnE iHPBauL abviclbs it .\b- 
OSKT, VAi.Etras COTEES, is put by the post officials on the 
little packages of jewelry or other valuable artitlea sent 
through (he post, on which the value is declared, the rate 
)f postage being a pereenta)^ on the valne, with, we 



stamp is stiU in use, am 

R. B, E., Birmingham. ^Your Bremen one-gioten 
stamp is a commercial, so alio is the "Eanton Bern," 
though the latter has been by accident used as a postage 
stamp on some occaaiona.— If you refer to any of the 
leading catalogues you will jind the Hawuian 1 c. black 
on blue paper mentioned; it was issued in 1869. The 
2j and So bani Houmanian are newly-issued stamp*, 
described in Tht Slamp-Chileclor'i Mafazmt about four 
months back. — As to the portrait on the Chilian stnmpa, 
we are quite aware that it is asserted to be that of 
President Freire, but we do not consider the qiiestion 
setUed. K it be Freire, why is he represented in an 
antique dress ^ — The star- watermarked Tasmanian were 
the earliest issued ot the present type. 

G, W. B., M.— All the Cingalese, except the new pennT 
and threepenny, exist imperforate, and watermariced with 
a star. All the Hanoverians, with head ot king, are 
likewise to be found imperforate. — We take the liberty to 
keep over your Meiioan stamp for a short lime, for the 
pui^ae of comparison ; meanwhile, wo om only aay (be 



E, is curicua aa an error of impression ; no doubt, thii 
lettor formed part of the marginal inscription, which 
should have surrounded the sheet, but by the nocidental 
shifting of the sheet whilst under the prooesB of water- 
marking, the inscription must have fallen nearer in towards 
the centre of the sheet, and hence has been printed on. — 
The lonians are genuine. These stamps have never been 
reprinted. — We should reoommsnd your preserving the 
Chilian stamps, numbered 7, 10, II, and ]2, on your 
sheet ; we can find no watermark on liie two latter, md 
the difTerence in the tint of the paper, and in the colour 
of the impression, seems to show tnat Ihsy were emitted 
atdiatrent times,— The La Guaira stamp has liean already 
noticed by us. 
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THE STAMPS OP ST. LOUIS 
HECONSIDERED. 

iFonrreaderH will turn to last year's Septem- 
ber DQinber, thej will find, on page lil, ao 
article on the St. Louis stamps. TLis article 
may be divided into two parts: tbe first 
devoted to the consideration of a specimen 
of the higher value (10 c), which had been 
sent to US on the letter it had franked, in 
proof of the genuineness of the type ; tbe 
second consisting prinoipally of an extract 
from a correspondent's letter, giving details 
in reference to the emission of these stamps. 
This articio was criticised in Le Timbwphile 
for October, 1868, by the writer who first 
raised doubts as to the genuineness of the 
St. Lonis stamps, and two contradictory 
statements in it were pointed out by him, 
viz., that the date of the letter which bore 
tbe stamp we had described was tbe 17th 
December, 1845 ; whilst the data of emission 
of the stamp was, according to tbe engraver, 
"about 18^," or three years, niora or less, 
afterwards. Of the gravity of this error, 
aa affecting the value of onr information, 
there can be no donbt ; onr French eonfvhre 
rejoiced over it, as was no more than 
natural, and ^ve onrselves feit that it placed 
us pretty well hoTe de combal. When a 
mistake has been made, excusea do not much 
mend the matter; still it is due to onrselves 
that we should stale that the second part of 
the&rticle was not received until almost at the 
moment of going to press, and several weeks 
after the first part had been in type^ at the 
time we bad not the means of comparing 
the two portions together, and hence the 
discrepancy passed unnoticed. 

Our critic, besides signalising the contra- 
diction referred to, put forth various argu- 
menta against tbe authenticity of the St. 
Louis stampn, based, it is true, on con- 
jecture, but still of considerable apparent 
force, and sufficient to raise strong suspicion 
against any more questionable series. They 
have induced ns to eiamine into the subject 
more fully than we had previously done, and 
we now propose to state the result. 

Our first observation is, that the question 
of tbe genuineness of the St. Louis is in a 
great measure distinct and untouched by 



} felse, and the 

joncocted for a 

'e do not believe 

n the other hand. 



that of the gennineness of tbe particular 
stamp we received, or of the correctness of 
tbe information given by onr correspondent. 
The stamp sent to us may b( " ' 
letter, postmark, and all, c 
fraudnlent purpose (though w 
such to be the case) — or, o 
our correspondent may 
informed — without affecting the position 
of the St. Louis stamps, as the proofs of 
their authenticity are far from l)eing confined 
to those brought forward by us. These 
items only affect the date of emission. If 
the stamp and letter therewith which were 
sent to us are genuine, then the engraver is 
in error when he says the design was en- 
graved " about 184S ; " if he be right, then 
the letter we received was concocted. For 
our part, we believe the former to be the 
correct hypothesis. When a person speaks 
of an event which occurred a quarter of a 
century ago, more or less, and without boots, 
papers, or any memoranda whatever where- 
with to refresh his memory, nothing is easier 
than to assign a date two or three years on 
one side or tbe other of the correct one. 
Let any of our readers attempt to fix, from 
memory, the date of any personal event of 
a secondary nature, and, unless some cir- 
cumstance has caused it to be specialty 
impressed on their minds, tbey will find it 
very difficult to do bo with anything ap- 
proaching to certainty. In this case, Mr. 
Kershaw, the ongraver, can only say that he 
recollects engraving the plate "about 1848;" 
or, in other words, during the administration 
of a particular postmaster — Mr. Wymer, 
Nothing but positive proof that this post- 
master was not in office at the close of the 
year 1845 would absolutely disprove the 
assertion, based on tbe letter we have had 
before us, that the St. Louis stamps were in 
circulation in December of that year, A 
random recollection, such as Mr. Kershaw's, 
cannot for a moment stand alone against 
documentary evidence. 

Then considered in itself there is a reason- 
able probability that these stamps were 
issued in 1845. Our Parisian critic urges, 
that a town like St, Louis was not likely to 
have used stamps before New York, the 
post-office stamps of which latter city, ho 
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asserts, were not issued until 1848. Bat 
why ahonld St, Loais wmt upon New York ? 
And agaJQ, wliat proof ia there that New 
York did not issue stam pa until 1848? What 
grounds he has for this asBertioii are nnknown 
to na. The firat United States stamps were 
emitted on tie 1st Jnly, 184?, and it is 
generally believed that the New York stamps 
came out before them. On this point we 
sball, later on, quote the opinion of the late 
Mr. Lesley, meanwhile confining ourselves 
to the statement of our own belief, that the 
original introdnctioa of postage stamps was 
due to the initiative taken by individual 



The especial likelihood of the St. Louis 
stamps having been issaed in 1845 lies in 
this fact, that the United States Congress, 
by au act passed on the 3rd Uakch of that 
year, " abolished the previous dear rates, as 
well as the annoying scale of varying dis- 
tanccB ; and whUat substituting the weight 
standard, reduced, at the same time, the rate 
for a single letter to 5 centa for any distance 
under three thonsand miles, and lU ceuta for 
all distances over three thousand miles."* 
What more probable than that the postmaster 
of a riung commercial city, such as St. Louia 
then was, should take upon himself to in- 
troduce stamps, with the view to give the 
reduction in jwstage greater effect by facili- 
tating the prepayment? And in thia con- 
nection our Parisian friend will do well 
to not« that the two values for St. Louis, 
{i and 10 cents, respectively represent the 
new postal rates, and that it wiis the Ijigher 
value which we found on the letter sd- 
dresaed to New York which was sent for 
our inspection. 

That the introduction of postage etamps 
was only an experiment, is proved by the 
small number printed (about 500), which 
further evidences that the experiment was not 
pursued. Its abandonment may have been 
due to a variety of circumstances, but 
principally, no doubt, to tlie fact, that pre- 
payment was then optional, and that conse- 
quently the public did not avail themselves 
of the new facilities. Perhaps also Mr. 
Wymer may have gleaned that stamps would 

• Till tilau'p-CollstlBi'a i/iyaJinf,ToL i., p. ISl. 



shortly be issued by the government, and 
felt it nnuecessary to continue to circulate 
his own. The period between the date df 
the letter we have referred to (Dec., 
1845), and the date of emission of the 
government series (1st July, 1845), is very 
short, and in itself almost sufficient to ao- 
connt for the rarity of the stamp. Oar 
contemporary ot^ects to the emallnesa of 
the number of copies printed, declaring that 
instead of 500 there would have been 50,000 
wanted for a place like St, Louis, but he quite 
overlooks the entirely experimental nature 
of the series, the &ct that it was issued 
when the cheap postage system was in its 
infancy, and that it was issued also, as far 
as we can know, on the postmaster's sole 
responsibility. 

Coming now to tho general question of 
the authenticity of these stamps, we have to 
observe, in the first place, the apparent 
ignorance of the writer in Le Timbrophile of 
the general belief respecting the St. Louis, 
and of the length of tune during which they 
have been known. In his first article on the 
subject he states that be resided at St. 
Louis "off and on" from 1848 to 1853, at 
the time when (as he supposed) the stamps 
shonld have been in use, and never heard of 
them; and that to assure himself on the 
subject, he wrote to a friend at St. Louis, 
who, replying, stated he had inquired of all 
the postmasters siiiee ilie one appointed hy 
Folk (1845), and they knew nothing about 
it ; adding, that no doubt it was a humbug, 
or at best an advertising label. In our 
Parisian contemporary's second article, the 
writer expresses astonishment that any one 
amid continue to doubt as to the wortbless- 
ness of the stamps, after what he had stated ; 
as if collectors were expected to give np a 
long-atanding belief, to say the least, merely 
because certain post officials could not 
recollect the stamp. But perhaps the most 
telling item in the St. Louis friend's reply, 
read by the light of later intelligence, is, 
that he asked all the St. Louis postmasters 
but the right one — -he asked all who had 
come after the one appointed in 1845, the 
year in which, aa it now appears, these 
stamps were really issued, but not tliat 
particular one. There was, indeed, tlie best 
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□f all reasoiiB why he did not ask Mr. 
Wymer, the postmaster in office in that 
year — tliat gentleman was dead ; bnt the 
fact, nevertheless, remains, that the ignorance 
of the stamps shown by later postmasters 
thrawa not the slightest donbt on their 
genuineness. 

Onrfriendof £e Timhrophih ia an amateur 
of whom we desire to speak with all respect, 
bnt he mtist not expect to overthrow etampn 
which have stood their ground for years, by 
anch weak evidence as he adduces, for he 
onght to know that official denials are 
freqnently of very slight valne when they 
relate to old issues. 

We have already indicated varions points 
in favour of these stamps, and have now to 
draw attention to the length of time which 
they have been known, on which it is of 
muc^ importance to insist. 

On referring to the first volnme of The 
Stamp-OolUetoT't Magazine (1868), we find 
the St. Loaia 10 c. included in an addenda 
to Monnt Brown's catalogue (p. 152) ; and 
in the December number of that year it is 
described, in the course of an article on 
" United States Local Postage Stamps," by 
[the late] Mr. Lesley, which has remained 
to this day tTie standard authority on the 
subject of what it treats. Mr. Lesley cata- 
logues apnrt the New York, the Providence, 
and the St. Louis stamps, and he then adds, 
" I may state that there is a strong pre- 
sumption that all of the above stamps were 
issued by the government postmasters of 
the respective cities, in anticipation of those 
in preparation by the post-office department. 
This much is, however, indisputable, that 
out of all the local stamps of which we 
have any account, these are the only ones on 
which occurs the name of a i-egnlar govern- 
ment poaf-office, with the name of the city 
attached ; and it is equally clear that their 
values were too high for use upon drop- 
letters. It seems scarcely probable that any 
private individual would venture on so bold 
a proceeding as to usurp directly the name 
of ft government office. It is still more 
unlikely that private individuals could issue 
stamps which should pass unchallenged 
through the government mails, and be con- 
Gidercd as the evidence of prepayment." 



We commend this last sentence to tbe notice 
of our French critic, who thinks to account 
for the presence of the St. Louis stamp 
alone on a letter, by a statement that in 
America persons may stick what they like 
on envelopes. 

It will he observed that Mr. Lesley speaks 
very strongly as to their having been issued 
hnfim the government stamps. It ia true 
that in introducing these post-office emisaious 
he suggests that they were " issued very 
soon ofliw the passage of the Act of Congress 
of 1847, authorising the poet-offi.ce depart- 
ment to make adhesive labels, and when the 
rates fixed by law were, for a single letter, 
five eentt under 3000 miles, and ten, cents 
over that distance," bnt he overlooks the 
important fact, stated by himself, that it 
was the act of 1815, and not of 1847, which 
established these rates ; and he overlooks 
also the &ct, that not quite four months 
elapsed between the passing of the latter 
act and the emission of the first government 
series. It is far more reasonable to suppose 
that these local stamps WM'e iaaned after the 
passing of the act of 1845, than during the 
short interval between March and July, 
1847. In 1847, the city postmasters knew 
that they were about to be supplied with 
stamps, must, indeed, have been in daily 
expectation of receiving their snpplies, and, 
unless a very sudden and general demand 
sprung up for postage stamps, could have had 
no reason for anticipating, by emissions of 
their own, the government issue then in 
preparation. Ko doubt, the New York 
stamp was in use in 1847, but on a review of 
all the facts, it seems most probable that it 
was issued a year or two before. This is 
the view taken also by the Editor of the 
Anieriean Journal of Phiiaiehj, who says, 
" they were certainly used one year before 
any general issue for the United States ever 
appeared." As to the supposition that the 
local post-office stamps ware issued upon the 
temporary exhaustion of the government 
aeries, it is hardly worth alluding to. If, 
owing to the prepayment being optional, 
stamps were but little used before 1851, and 
Le Timhrophile admita such to bo the case, 
how could it happen that the supplies should 
ran short, and that so long a delay should 
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cxicar as to force postmasters to provide 
t^mporarf eubatitutes of their own P 

Bat leaving this poiot, perhaps the most 
oonclnaive proof to collectors of the genuine- 
nesa of the St. Louis stamps is found in 
their excessive rarity. They rank with the 
rose Mercury of Austria, and the oblong 
provisional British Goianas. There are aot 
H dozen copies io this country, and we 
questiou if their be half that number on the 
continent. The Vice-President of the Phila- 
telic Society has had a pair in his album for 
a number of years, and he, we may add, en, 
parenthese, has no doubt whatever as to 
their genuine character j these are the two 
from which our illustrations, as also those in 
L& Timhye-PuslB and Le TimbiopMle, were 
engraved. We have only seen one other, 
the 10 c. Bent to us for inspection ; and we 
believe onr publishers, during the lengthen- 
ed period in which they have been in 
business, have never received bnt this one 
copy, which was addressed to their care. 
Mr. Pemberton, indeed, enjoying exceptional 
advantages, has lately had the good fortune to 
examine four copies of the IJ c. and two of 
the 10 C, and from his ex:imination is able 
to confirm the statement of a contributor to 
an American journal (the writer of the 
letter which we published last year), that 
there are two dies for each value. In the 
September Philatelist Mr, Pemberton gives 
a detailed description of the differences, by 
which this fact is established, and remarks 
that the existence of two dies is " perhaps 
the best evidence we could have for their 
genuineneBa, — no forger would make so 
many dies when a single one would answer 
the purpose of swindling," 

His opinion, it will be seen, is entirely in 
their favour, so also is that of M. Berger- 
Levranlt, who, in a note appended to his 
description of theae, the New York and the 
Providence stamps, briefly states that they 
"onght to be considered as official." The 
reviewer of M. Berger-Levrault's catalogue 
accepts them. M. Moena includes them 
in his manual with the official emissions; 
and M. Mahe himself, the editor of Le Tim- 
brophile, accompanied the engravings with 
the observation, that the stamps should be 
considered as perfectly genuine, adding, " it 



is needless to say they are of the greatest 
rarity, and no doubt but very few amatenrs 
will ever ancceed in obtaining specimens," 
Nor has M, Mahe given any sign of snb- 
sequent conversion to the views of hia con- 
tributor. 

Aa to the latter's suggestion, that they 
are Boston forgeries, it ia really not worth 
considering. If the Boston " ring " of 
impostors was in existence so long since as 
1863, when these stamps were first noticed, 
it is certain that none of their spurious pro- 
ductions had then come to light, and it 
would be folly to suppose that if the St, 
Louis design was of their concoction, tbey 
woald have allowed the plate to lie idle all 
these years. In point of fact, the plate has 
been lost or destroyed; the St. Lonia His- 
torical Society tried to obtain it, bnt could 
not, and there can be little doubt bnt that its 
existence has been " put an end to." Should 
a sheet or two of these stamps be found in a 
drawer, or the panel of a wall, we should 
begin to suspect them ; until then we prefer, 
in spite of the assertions of Le Timirophile, 
to put faith in them. 

We have now concluded onr labour, and 
really, on looking back on what wo have 
written, it seems almost as if we had been 
at the trouble of demonstrating a truism. 
Still, if the result be to place the gennino- 
uesB of the St. Louis stamps beyond ques- 
tion, we shall not regret having written the 



DB. MAGNUS ON LITHOGBAPHIC 
EEPRINTS. 

{Conliaacd /rem p. 148.) 
From the observations made on the one peso 
dark purple, it will result that the best course 
for collectors to adopt is to give the stamp 
a wide berth when met with, contenting 
themselves with copies of that value in 
lighter colours, printed, for preference, on 
yellowish- white paper. 

Of the series of 18G1, the well-known 
large rectangles, Dr. Man^nns is of opinion 
that three of the v.ilues have been reprinted 
in the following shades, and on the bluish- 
faced paper, to which reference has been 
already made :- 
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2j centavos, greyiBh-black. 

10 „ pale bias. 

20 „ dark brick-red, pale trleh, 

carmine-red. 
And be adds : " It is very important to note 
the resemblance of tbese last two ehadea of 
the 20 centavoa, to those of the reprint 5 
cnartoB one-type, Lticoa. It is striking and 
at least singular." 

Dr. Magnas gives in detail his reasons for 
believing that the figures of value on the 
2| c. and the 20 c. have been re-made for 
the reprints. He notices specially, 

1.— That the head of the figure 2 on the 
21 c. inclines more to the inner line of the 
oval &amB or band, in the original, and more 
to the outer line in the reprint. 

2. — On the reprint 20 c. the figure 2 is 
awry, and its head is bent towards the left. 

Dr. Hagnos also mentions finding on a one 
peso stamp, which has been in his possession 
at least five years, traces of the figares 2\, 
and of the word centavos, which proves that 
the stones for the one peso were made from 
the stones of the 2g c, after changing the 
denomination of value. 

The succeeding series, that of 1862 (arms 
on waved ground), has not, so far as our 
author is aware, been reprinted. The one 
peso esists on blue and on white paper, bnt 
both papers are those of the original series. 

Among the 18S3 stamps, only one value 
has been reprinted — the 50 centavos; of 



I than four reprinted 



this the 
varieties, 

SO cent, green on white paper. 

00 „ „ „ bluish „ 

50 „ red „ white „ 

50 „ „ „ bluish „ 

The originarslramp exists only in one colour 

and on one paper, viz., green on bluish, but a 

variety has lately been discovered, no doubt 

an erraur d' impression, red on yellowish 

white, and there is a corresponding variety 

of the 20 c, green (instead of red) on 

yoilowish white. 

There are in existence two or three original 
copies of the 50 c. green on white, but Dr. 
Magnus is of opinion that the paper was at 
first blue, and that the tint has been changed 
by a chemical solution. 

The reprinted 50 o. are distinguishable. 



1, — By the paper ; the white has that bluish 
face which is the mark of so many others of 
the tribe ; the blue is of a deeper tint than 
that of the originals. Furthermore, the 50 
c. red on blue exists only as a reprint. 
2. — By the colour; the original 50 c. red 
is vermilion, the reprint is a very pale red ; 
the original green is bluish, the reprint is 
the other eitrome — yellowish. 3. — By the 
details of design ; the two old 50 c. stamps, 
red on white and green on blue, are identical 
in design ; both have a stop after the word 
NACIONALES, which is wanting on the two 
reprints ; the 5 is thicker, and the head more 
raised on the old than on the now, and the 
cipher is larger on the old and closer to the 5 
than on the new. In the old stamps all the let- 
ters of the word cent arc of the same size, bat 
the G is situated rather above the s, the 
upper part of the latter nearly touches the 
s, and this last the t, of which the horizontal 
line is slightly inclined downwards. In the 
new stamp the c ' small r th n the E, and 
fer from being above the p t hardly arrives 
at the same line The othe letters are 
spaced out, and the ho z aU\ 1 ne of the t 
is true. "These d ffe encea p ove," saysDr. 
Magnus, " that the new st mpa do not coma 
from the same sto e a? tl e old but if the 
naio 50 c. are compared with the old 20 c, 
ik« tame disposition of the letters of the word 
cent is found to exist." Thence one may bo 
permitted to conclude that these new copies 
of the 50 c. havo been obtained from the 
stone of the 20 c, or from a transfer of the 
20 c, the " 2 " of which has been changed 
to a 5, 

Dr. Magnus concludoa with tho following 
critical remarks, which merit tho fullest 
attention from collectors : " There remains 
one point to decide, are the reprints official, 
i.s., made by order of tho authorities of the 
country ? We do not think so. We doubt 
also very much that they have been made in 
the country, and that which gives us cause 
to doubt is the identity of colour of the 
reprints of the 1861 series [20 c.] with those 
of the one-type 5 c. of Lucon. Chance 
could scarcely be the author of such a co- 
incidence between the stamps of two coun- 
tries so far from, and so littlo in relation 
with each other. It is then in Paris, or at 
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least in Europe, that these reprints have been 
struck off, or, as we should more correotly 
say, tliese imnsfem obtained hij tlie aid of good 
copies of each series, which for na are but 
the product of a frandulent speculation, 
which it has seemed well to ns to signalise 
to amat«nrs." 

The suggestion as to the manner in which 
these spurious reprints have been fabricated, 
lays bare a new danger to collectors, and 
forewarns us as to the probability of new 
frauds. Wo learn now, for the first time, 
that it is possible to take a stamp and re- 
produce it on stone with sach exactness, 
that it requires the most carefnl examination 
to distinguish the reprint from the original, 
and even such an examination only results 
in the discovery of certain comparatively 
trifling variations, which might easily escape 
the notice of an nnskilled observer. 

The stamps which have been manipulated 
in this instance are lithographs,* bat a cer- 
tain class of engraved stamps are equally 
easy to reproduce^we refer to those in 
which the design ts in outline, or but 
roughly done — the Id. Van Dieman's Laud 
for example. Finely- en graved stamps are 
tolerably free from this danger, as, although 
the reproduction might he good as a whole, 
the lines would inevitably be thick, and the 
impression therefore less distinct — points 
which wonld be fatal to its success as a 
speculation. It is not necessary that the 
copy from wbich tbe transfer is made 
should hare been originally printed in litho- 
graphic ink ; if it were, there would be no 
need to fear the appearance of these frandn- 
lent reprints. The ink of an ordinary copy 
may, with the aid of a pad, be anrcharged 
with those qualities which would render it 
transferable to stone. By such a process a 
page of this magazine might be reproduced, 
and the reproduction wonld, for all practical 
pnrposes, be equal to tbe original. But this 
process is not a common one ; it is the high 
art of lithography, and is generally employed 
for the making of facsimile copies of rare old 
manuscripts. Stamps, however, are so much 
finer than manuscripts in their details, and 

• It may be noted that M. Berjer-LeTrauH describes all 



may be so easily examined, that nothing 
short of perfect ~aoonracy in a reprint will 
enable it to pass muster, and it is a source 
of satisfaction that this perfection cannot be 
attained. 

The rogues who have done their heat to 
reap a harvest with their concocted Grana- 
dines and Lncons, will not, we may be sure, 
rest satisfied with a single fraud. We should 
not, therefore, be surprised to find unosed 
specimens of many rare stamps suddenly 
appear in considerable numbers. It will be 
the duty of all honest dealers, should such. 
prove to be the case, to investigate tbe new- 
comers carefully, and avoid lending them- 
selves in any degree towards the success of 
an imposition, No fraud, we are convinced, 
can ever be long snccessful, as detection and 
exposure must result from ezaiuination by 
careful ofeervera, among whom Dr. Magnua 
stands foremost; and even were it possible 
to obtain a lithographic copy exactly identical 
with its original as to design, some diSerenco 
in the shade of colonr, or in the texture or 
tint of the paper, would certainly mark the 
impostor, 

Since the foregoing article was in type we 
have heard that the SUcentavos green on white 
has been fonnd reprinted, and we understand 
that Mr. Philbrick and Dr. Magnns are now 
in oommnnication upon this sulgeet, and 
upon some other cognate points requiring 
elucidation. We trust that in due time tAie 
i-esnlts may ba laid before our readers, and 
we feel perfectly assured that both of the 
gentlemen whose names are cited will assist 
in the verification of the genuine, and ex- 
posure of tbe false stamps. For onr part no 
effort will be spared to advise and forewaTn 
our readers, and we rely on the concnrrence 
and aid of our numerous supporters to assist 
onr endeavours to protect tbe honest, and to 
expose those who seek to trade on the credn- 
lity and ignorance of the tinwarj and inex- 
perienced. 

We are inclined to think that we shall 
fitly discharge onr duty by publishing the 
names and addresses of all dealers wfao 
are shown to have sold the fictitious stamps, 
together with the date of the transaction ; 
and by holding our columna c^»eu to sacb 
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persons to clear themselves from fraudulent 
irUontian hy pablishiog their sttitemeat of the 
names and addresses c^ the persons from 
whom they bongfai the impostors, togatlier 
vjUh the prioei paid in each case. When the 
dealer does not oome forward with each par- 
tioolars, the public can dran its own concln* 



FACTS AND OPINIONS. 
ExlracU from Le Tiubbe-Foste. 
It may not be known to many of oar English 
readers, that at the time of the appearance of 
the French edition of M. Bergsr-Levrault's 
catalogue, an elaborate critical review of that 
work appeared in Jjb TiTnire-Poele. The 
author, who contented himself with append- 
ing hia initials (J, P.) to it, is, if we mistake 
not, a west-country English amateur, whose 
knowledge of stamps is exceptiouatly ezten- 
Bive, and who but too seldom inronra hia 
brethren with the results of his study. His 
' critique has not hitherto met with the atteu- 
tion it merits on this side of the water, and wo 
take blame to ouraelvea for our omission to 
notice it. We now proceed to atone for our 
neglect by extracting those paragraphs which 
are of general interest, i.e., those which are 
not simply notices of inaccuracies or omis- 
sions in the oatalogne, and this we do without 
at all binding ourselves to the opinions which 
they contain, bat in the hope that some, at 
any rate, of the matlors treated of may 
afford food for further discnssion. 

Ruitia. — If we are to believe what is 
written, the 10 kop, of 1857, unperforated, is 
of the same ahade aa the perforated stamp of 
1858, that is to aay, are both brown. This 
is nut correct. Ail the 1857 ntampa authen- 
tieaUy postmarked which we have seen, and 
we h&ve examined a rather large number, 
are of a very dark brown, we might say, 
black-brown ; those of 1358, on the con- 
trary, are brown and pale brown. There 
are, however, unperfornted copies of this 
latter shade penmarked, rendered apparently 
new sometimes by removing the ink with 
oxalio acid. These stamps should not be 
confounded with those of 1857, aa they come 
from sheets intended to be perforated and 



inadvertently delivered to the post-office by 

the printera, without having been bo, like the 
20 and _30 kop., of which the same varieties 

Finland. — According to the official infor- 
mation which haa been communicated to ua, 
the supposed adhoaivo stamps, firat issue, 
have never existed. At first, stamped en- 
velopes of laid paper were used, and also 
those of the thick woven paper, which is 
found in the second series of envelopes. It 
was not until Il^oG that adhesive atampa of 
5 and 10 kop. (there never was a 20 kop. 
adhesive) were pntin circulation.* 

Wenden. — Let there he an end to M. 
Berger'a doabta ; these stamps are quite 
genuine, and if he cannot procure a post- 
marked copy, we hold a rose (with legend) 
at his disposal. The blue stamp, with 
vignette in centre, ia the only doubtful one. 

Great Britain. — M. Berger makes no men- 
tion of the rarest of the Id. English stamps, 
a pale rose variety, not perforated, and 
watermarked with a small crown. This 
stamp, of which we cannot determine the 
date of emiaaion, is hacked with while gam 
which haa not re-acted on the impression, 
and it does not show the slightest bluish 
tint Alt the other unperforated stamps. Id. 
red, red-brown, &c., and 2d. blue, printed on 
white paper, show more or lesa cither on the 
face, or on the bacli, the effect of the gum 
which we continue to call green. 

Austria. — The red or ponceau Mercury, to 
which tlw date March 21, 1856, has been 
assigned as that of its emission, has atw^iys 
appeared to ua anapicioua It prepaid, ao it 
is said, ten journals, and it was current for 
abont two years and a half. But notwith- 
standing this rather long period of circula- 
tion, no authentically postmarked specimen 
has been met with, although the rose 
Mercnry, older, less frequently used (since it 
franked fifty journals), and in use for twenty 
months only, is not so rare bnt what one 
might easily mention the albums in which it 
may be found. 



3oeiTod implicit confirmfttion from 

Dr, Magnus, who, with Mr. Philbriek, reTised Ihe cnUlogua 
ofM. Berger- Lcvrault, See the esplanation by Ihe Doctor 
in Zi Timbn-Fosit, No. 75. p. 22, March, 1889, and the 
note in ama^t type sppended. 
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Thi§ red stamp made its first appearance 
about fonr years ago [now five years anil a- 
half], to the great astoniBbment of both 
dealers and collectors. It 'was then that 
they were offered to na aa reprinls by a 
London dealer, who had obtained tfacm from 
Vienna. A date of emission it is true is 
given, bnt wo mnst have something more 
positive than that This stamp is for us a 
fancy impress ion. 

Fiiniia, Mudfiia, Tiiscantj, and Romagna. — 
These stamps have been reprinted, either ail 
or a part. Those of Parma have all been, 
except the three stamps of 1852; those of 
Sfodana also, including the errors, of which 
Tve only admit 5 cnet, 10 crnl, 15 cnet, 15 
CETS, 40 CNET, and 49 cent, all the others 
being humbuga. Tufrcnnij, Ist type, with and 
without watermark, have all been reprinted, 
with one or two esceptions only. Romagna, 
all reprinteJ. The 6 baj. was never in use, 
but was on the point of being issued when 
the stamps were Bnpersedod.* 

Naplan. — M. UergersayB nothing about the 
varieties of the ^ torneso (Savoycross). They 
result, we know, from the alteratinna niade 
on the plate of the ^ tornesa (trinacria). 
There are as many varieties ns the sheet con- 
tains stamps. 

Cuba. — The value of the 2 Yy stamp, 
according to the information we have re- 
ceived, and the prices paid at Cuba by 
English stamp merchants, is a quarter-real, 
and not 2^ ris. As to the impreasion t^ on 
the 2 rla. of 1856, we consider it to be false.f 



Bomeproof beyond the in 

itamp was in tlic colli-vtion of an American aniBteur, well 
known in commercial ciiclea, and was, it wc remember 
Hglit, obliterated. Ilia album was exceplionatlj' rich in 
Cuban ataniK, amon^ which were some proofti in black, 
vhieh we believe to be almost unique. A set, however, is 
to be found in the I'h. collevtion, hariag came there fivim 
thealbumoflheUleKev.F.J. Stainforth. Therarilvof the 
Ki of 18S6 ia in itself some evidence of genninenwB, and 

we ehouLi hesitate to adopt ."- ^ " '- — ---— 

own, without some proof of iti 



was uuoervuu Biauuiug ju jroui oi one, ittier lu nanu, unu 
knocking repeatedly. A passer-by inquind why she 
knocked. "Oh," she replied, "I wast to get a postage 
stamp, but there doesn t seem to be anyone here." — 



NEWLY-ISSUBD OH INEDITED 
STAMPS. 
The new issues of the past month have not 
been remarkable either for variety or impor- 
tance. They may be briefly described as 
being principally locals. 

NOUWAV. — Drammena. — This Norwegian 
town has suddenly become possessor of no 
less than seven local stamps. Even with their 
assistance it will hardly become famous, and 
our young readers will, perhaps, have some 
difficulty to find it on the map. The occasion 



of the emission of these starops is stated to 
be that in Norway letters are not delivered 
by the post, and that private persons havo 
iu some towns undertaken the duty of de- 
livery for a trifling charge, which these 
stamps represent. The Bergen and Dron- 
tlieim issues serve for this purpose, and now 
Mr. J. B. Hagens, of Drammetts, baa issued 
the annexed types. 

The values are, it will be seen, one and two 
skilling. The colours are ns follow :— 
1 skilling, blue on white. 



I 



blui 



lilac on white. 
2 „ violet „ 
2 „ green „ 
Besides these there is a third stamp— of 
«AA(lt**A-*A**J "•>'"'» "^^ also give 
'2 1 suilinc- ^ illustration — nsed, as 
J BREVM^ERKE » appears by the inscrip- 
3 I 11. ^ «• tion, for a branch post- 

^ B^bu dhontof. £ Office, and printed in 
SkllTinc- ~S* black on two papers, 
yellow and red. 
The Bei^en and Drontheim stamps are 
genuine, and so also may these be, bnt we 
do not see why they should be printed in so 
many colours. This peculiarity savours 
strongly of specalation, as does also the fact 



KiP^'^^p^^wffa . 
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tbat the stamps have appeared perforated 
And hd perforated. However, a contetnpo- 
rarj promises fuller details respecting them 
shortly; these, when received, may throw 
light on some donbtfnl points. 

United States. — Prom several quarters 
we learn that the onrrent series, with the 
exception of two of its values, is to be 
shortly withdrawn from circulation, in con- 
seqneace of the general complaint against 
it. The two values to be retained are the 
6 c, and the 90 c. We shall regret the sop- 
pression of the beautiful 15 and 24 c., which, 
trofli their nnique apjiearance, might attract 
the attention even of non- collectors ; the 
others, excepting the two which are to be 
reprieved, are fit for nothing but to be snper- 
soded. A correspondent of J'lie Awerican 
Journal of PhiUttely, gives the following de- 
tails as to the projected aeries : " The new 
issae will all have heuds as the principal 
design, and in all probability the six-cent 
stamp will be retained, except that it will be 
enlarged. The heada of Jackson, Franklin, 
Lincoln, and Jelferson, will all be represented 
on the new issue. The stamps will be the 
same size as the 1861 set, and only 100 
instead of 150 in a sheet. The colour of 
the three cents will be red, but nothing 
definite has yet been decided on for the 
other values, althongh they are to be ready 
in about a month." Le Tiinbrophile falls into 
a curious error with regard to the portraits 
which are to appear: the American Journal 
having su^ested that it would bo well to 
pnt the heads of the first ten presidents on 
the ten stamps of the series, the Parisian 
magazine, copying from, it, states as a fact, 
that these are the portraits which have been 
chosen, and gives a list of the president's 
names, with the values on which their effigies 
are to appear. The mistake is an excusable 
one, and the original suggestion good. 

Mr. Pemberton writes us as follows respect- 
ing the carriers' stamp, head of Franklin : — 
" The specimen eshibited by me at the May 
meeting of the Philatelic Society was bine 
on pink,- obliterated by a portion of a large 
circle, bearing part words sew yore. I also 
showed a specimen in orange-yellow, which 
bad been sent me as a proof; it was not on 
plate paper, hat tm ordinary paper, as the 



early United States stamps, which is very 
strong and tongb, but not thin. The name 
is written cmaiERs, with the apostrophe." 

SwiTZBRLAND. — The stamp here figured is 
intended for the same duty as the well-known 
Rigi-Ealtbad stamp, and is 
issued by M. Mnller, the 
proprietor of another bath in g 
establishment on the moun- 
tain. Its value is 5 centimes, 
I % and it represents the cost of 

m % transportof a letter Irom the 

I i Scheideck to Schwitz, the 

nearest post-town, which is in the valley 
of the Gcrsan, It is printed in green on a 
pure white paper, is unperforated, and is 
said to have superseded a red glazed paper 
laliel on which the words bigi-bcheideck were 
atrnck in relief 

Whilst writing nnder this heading, wo 
must not omit to mention that the 10 c. 
Swiss envelope is now stamped on the left 
side. This is a retrognde movement. 

Katal. — A correspondent sends us an in- 
teresting clipping from The Natal Mercuri) of 
the 29th July last, as follows : — 

Posnij Law. — In Tuesday's Gaat'e the IJeutenaut- 
GoTemor noliliM thnt the law " to confine tha use of post- 
age stamps to the purposes of poBtage," passed during this 
seasion, nil! be proplainied in the Bovcmmenl Gazftit ot 
the lOth of AuguBtnexl, and at the Bsme time will he 
puhli^ed a proelamation appointing and deHniog (he 

foslHge stamps, valued respectivelj at lit., Sd., Gd., and 
J., with the word "postage" printed thereon, a- "-- 



We may, then, anticipate a new series very 
shortly, probably one of the usual De-La- 
Bne type. 

Gkrhan Confedebatioh. — A correspondent 
sends its two stamps taken off one and the 
same letter, one with, the other without the 
doubtful watermark referred to last month. 
After careful examination we are disposed to 
concur in our correspondent's opinion, that 
it is only " a kind of mottling in the paper," 
without design, and we should hardly care 
to collect a stamp for the sake of this differ- 
ence alone. 

LuxEMOODRG. — Tho same authority calls 
attention to the fact, that most of the 10 c. 
stamps, of the current type, are inscribed 
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10 CENJiHs, the T being replaced bf an I. He 
has also met irith a 37} c. with the denomi> 
nation spelt cbntinbs. The existence of 
errors in such microsoopical lettering is not 
Borprising. 

f KAKCB. — The statement of Le TimbrophUe 
respecting the emission of the one c. empire, 
laareatod, was erroneona. It now appears 
that the stamp to which it iotended to refer 
was the one c. colonial, which has appeared 
perforated. 

Philifpise Islakdb. — UoDS. lfo0RB men- 
tionB having received the onrreDt 123 stamp 
snrcbarged wil^ the words habilitido fob 
U MAOiOx, printed in black in Uiree lines. 

Dreedbh. — The envelopes of the spHrions 
locals for this town are on greeii, rose, aiid 



Tut mnch doabt and confusion shonld exist 
in Europe as to the postnl afiaira'of the oat- 
of-the^waj repnblic of Paragnay, is a matter 
of small surprise, when we see the disona- 
sions to which have given and give rise, the 
stamps of the qnoudam Argentine Confede- 
ration, and of some of the stalea forming 
part thereof, althoagh this country maintains 
extensive commercial relations with the Old 
World. It shall be my aim nom to enlighten 
my brother amateurs respecting the poetol 
administration of Paraguay. 

Paraguay, like the republic of Uruguay, 
originally formed part of the vice-royslty of 
— the Plata, and, in 

imon with ite 
L sister states, used 
1 for postal purposes 
I abaud-atunpbear- 
' ing the word FBAX- 
Ci. Subsequently, 
on obtaining ite 
independence, the hand-stamp here repre- 
Bented was adopted, and remained in use up 
to April, 1865. 

I should premise, however, that thia lat- 
ter stamp did not immediately replace the 




"Franca" stamps being adc^rtad not many 
yeiu-s ago. It did duty cm all carrDspondence 
despatched from Paraguay down to the last- . 
mentioned date, and ^owed that Uie letter 
oa which it was pointed wan prepaid (like 
the Franca stamps of the colonial epoch). 
The ink used was black. 

In April, 186^ war broke out between 
Paraguay and the Argentine BepnUio. The 
WKT still rages, and since then, conseqaently, 
no correspondence or mail matter whatever- 
has been received &om the post-ofBce of the 
former country. 

To the deolaratioQ of war ensued a Uock- 
ado, strict and unbroken, of the Bio Parana, 
whigh runs through Argentine twritoiy, 
and which constitotas the tHily avojne o£ 
maritime aoceas to Paraguay. 

These facts establish that no adhemves 
coold ever have been, seen on Pwagn&yan 
letters despatched by the post-office of thai 
republic, previoaa to the rapture with the 
Argentine. Since then, no correspondence 
having circulated, in what maimer can the 
authenticity of the so-called Paraguayan 
adhesives bo proved ? 

The nation to which they are reputed to 
appertain being closed up to foreign com- 
merce, and oorrespoadence being interdicted; 
in what manner have they come to light ? 
Have Miy obliterated copies been seen, not 
cancelled d/ontaisie, bat with a geuuine can- 
celling mark p The oharacter of the stamps 
catalt^ned in some manuals as Paraguayaa 
may thus be judged of. But whilst wo may 
condemn such fabncations as stamps, we 
must not couple the essays with them. 
From an authentic source I leara that 
during the Paraguayan envoy's stay m 
France, a design for postage stamps was pre- 
sented to hiiu, but whether it was or was not 
employed remains a mystery, though its 
Don-empk>yiaent would appear most pro- 
bable. 

When a few months ago the aUies ocoapied 
Assumption, the capital of the republic, amone 
the articles forgotten in the evacuation and 
captured by onr troops, was a die bearing 
the annexed design, being no doubt, the one 
offered to Lopesi. This type is at present in 
the possession of the editor of a newspaper 
in this city, and I enolose vith tbe prosent 

ctizcdbyGOOgle 
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an impression from the origi- 
nal stamp, whick I have cut 
oat of his paper. 

The fact that Faragaay, 
owing to its present aboor- 
mai condition, ia debarred 
from all correspondence with 
other nations, added to the 
oircamstance of the interior of the country 
being dotted with bat few and ineigniEi^ant 
towns, has probably prevented the employ- 
ment of this type by the Paraguayan govern- 
To the foregcang I may add a piece of news 
of some importance to timbrophilists. The 
allioB being in possession of the capital of 
the republic of Paraguay, as I have previously 
observed, are endeavoariug to institnte a pro- 
visional government there. This once ac- 
complished, an emission of postage stamps 
will soon follow. Already the Argentine post- 
master in Aesamption has received instruc- 
tions to turn over the posUoffice under his 
care to tba aathorities tne Paraguayan pro- 
visional govemment may name, so the ac- 
complishment of my vaticination probably 
will not be long delayed. 

Meanwhile the postal service in that par- 
titm of Paraguay oocn- 
pied by the allies (the — — - 

most important section ~ 

of the country) is under -t i .^— 

anArgentJuo ckarge, the l~l "" ~ 

stamps used being also ~- ~ 

Argentine, obliterated by - 

an H surrounded by lines, 
thus. 

Tonobing on this subject I may state that 
in the army of the Argentine republic letters 
circulate free, bearing the imprint, in black 
ink, am cabgo (literally, " without charge "), 
enclosed in a transverse oval. 

The Brazilian army envelopes, mentioned 
in catalogues, are confreres of the fictitious 
Paraguayan stamps. The greater part of 
the mail matter for and from the army in 
Par^uay, passes through the central post- 
office of this city, yet the so-called army 
envelopes have never been seen here, or at 
the allied camp. 



The writer of the abore being an employe 



in the Buenos Ayres post.affice, his negative 
testimony respecting the new Paraguayan de< 
signs is of value, as he soouer than most 
others would have known had any stamps 
been issued. He clenches the arguments as 
to the improbability of there having been 
any emission ; and there can be no question 
of the spurious origin of the labels. Which we 
regret having been led to support. 

That our contributor bas but recently be- 
come a stamp-collector, and has not had 
access to the standard catalogues of stamps, 
is evident from his giving intelligence of the 
Paraguayan essay, figared aboTe, as of aa 
entire novelty ; but to the well-known fects 
respecting it, he is able to add some new and 
interesting particulars. 

Pi s account of the finding of the die in 
Assumption is confirmed by Dr. Magnus, 
who has received from a trustworthy source 
two proofs struck from it, which were also 
found by the allies at the late Paraguayan 
capital. To bo accurate, however, we should 
observe that it must be a cast from tho 
original die which has been discovered, as 
the latter is certainty at Paris, in the posses- 
sion of M. Hnlot. 

Dr. Magnus observes that the proofs he 
has received are on a coarse yellowish paper, 
quite difierent from that on whichare printed 
the proofe already known, and he conjeo- 
tures that the cast whence they have been 
taken is a simple leaden one. He further 
notices that the right upper comer of tho 
impression is flattened, as if the cast bad 
been injured by a blow or fall. He is pro- 
bably correct as to the cast being of lead, for 
we find on the impression before us, cut out 
by our correspondent from the Buenos Ayres 
paper, similar evidence of impression from 
damaged type; more especially, the outer 
line ia broken or bent in several places, and 
the angles are blunted. It is very possible 
that mure than one cast has been found, and 
the impressions from each one would show 
difi'erent defects. That they are copies of 
the original die is, notwithstanding, nnqnes- 
tionable, and as one, at any rate, of these 
casts has already got into the hands of a 
Baenos Ayres editor, we may anticipate 
that it will ultimately be bought up by one 
of the stamp speculators of that city, and 
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need for the fftbrication of a new lot of essays. 
Snch eBsajB, however, can have bnt a me- 
diocre interest for colleotorB, and we would 
forewarn our readers against giving extrava- 
gant prices for them. 



THE PHILATELIC SOCIETT. 
The second ordinary noeeting of the Society 
was held on Saturday, the '2nd of October, 
at Great George-street, Westminster. 

In the absence of the president and vice- 
president, Dr. Viner, at the request of the 
meeting, took the chair. The meeting was 
opened by the reading of the minntes of the 
previous session, which were approved. 

The secretary read a letter frons Mr. Atlee, 
enclosing a reply he had received from the 

Postmaster at Paramaribo, to a letter written 
y him reqnestiug information as to the 
use of the Java stamps in Dntoh Ouiana. 
The following is the reply : — 

Ponmaiiba, 20tlL April, 1809. 
W. Dudlee Atlee, Esq.. Uirminxbaoi. 
SiH,— In reply to your honourpa Utter, Jiifcd J uly 2nd, 
I bi^ to state tbat poebige stumps were nerer issueil in 
SorinBU (Uutdi Guiana). This weitive aasertion reu- 
dera every other inCurmatioa aupcrauouB. 

I am. Sir, your obedient, 

ED. Cs. WEANHAGEN, 
Fostm aster. 
Some of the members expressed doubts as 
to the value of eommnnications from officials, 
denying the issues of stamps, or otherwise, 
and Mr. Hughes instanced the case of an 
application made by himself to the office in 
St- Martin' s-le- Grand, for some of the higher 
values of our envelopes, when he was in- 
formed that no such impressions were ever 
in existence, and soon afterwards npon ptist- 
ing one as an experiment, he foand it was 
BO little known, that the clerks called each 
other to witness such a curiosity. 

The secretary said he had obtained 
authentic information tbat the following 
governments and districts in the Russian 
dominion had already issued stamps, and in 
some instances envelopes (although up to 
this time such information does not extend 
to naming the places which emit the latter), 
and that other districts would shortly follow 
in the same direction, as the system was 
fonnd to be so remunerative to the govern- 



Oovcmment of Jaroslav. 
„ Novgorod, 

„ Samara. 

District of Damiansk. 

„ Kretetsk. 

„ Hibinsk. 

„ Valdai. 

„ Sonmmy, Gov. of Kharkov. 

The secretary placed before the meeting a 
copy of the laxt-named label, of which the 
following is a description : Inscribed in Rus- 
sian characters, soumbeaia zbmskaia poehta 
(Soummy rural post), in white letters, on a 
circular ribbon surrounding a white disc 
bearing a courier-bag. On said bag is the 
value, 3 k. The whole on a ground of 
crossed horizontal waved lines, in a tectsn- 
gnlar frame, with comers fie»r-de-lia inside. 
Red impression, on thin white paper. 

Mr. Pemberton's letter and papers there- 
with, concei'ning the preparation of the 
catalog^ of the Society, were then discussed 
at some length, and it was thought desirable 
that no distinction should be made between 
collectors, such as terming them of the 
French or English schools, it being probable 
that those now collecting on the one systera 
might ultimately adopt the other, and thus 
no useftil end would be served. lb was pro- 
posed tbat the two systems might he better 
termed the " Major " and " Minor" systems, 
if it were thought right to retain any dis- 
tinction whatever. No resolution was ar- 
rived at, the question being adjourned for 
discussion by the committee previona to 
being again brought before the members. 

Mr. Speranza wished to bring the question 
of designing an album, which might be per- 
manent, before the Society, but no conclusion 
was come to as to which would be the best 
form, whether in moveable leaves, or fixed 
pages in covers, or in separate unbound 
sheets. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Dr. Viner 
for presiding, and the meeting adjourned 
until Saturday, the 6th of November. 



Penny Post" efjunp. Itia simply tbe melbod of cancel- 
lation employed. The clerk, instead of usiog n stamp 
I ink-pad, siniply dipped a pencil in acid, and touebcd 
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REVIEWS OP POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Album Timireg-Telegraphe %Uustr6 d'armoiries 
et de timbres, avec taxteg fnnifau, arifflais, 
itaiien, and etpaqnol. By J. B. Moens. 
Bmssels : J. B. Moens. 
It may be thought by some that we are 
exceeding our duty in reyiewing a telegraph- 
etamp album, bnt we 
I feel wo cannot pass in 
cileace the appearance 
of the first work of its 
kind. Onr own tndi- 
TJdnal opinion is, that 
m philatelists haveenough 
Wi to do to collect postage 
gj stamps alone, but tfaere 
•^ may be many among 
our readers who think differently, and who 
haTing commenced a supplementary collec- 
tion of telegraph labels, may be glad to learn 
that there is in existence an album specially 
prepared for their reception. 

The publication of this work may do for 
telegraph stamps what the albums of Oppen 
and IflilHer did for their elder brethren, the 
postage stamps, and it is among the possi- 
bilities that tho colleotion of the former will 
ultimately become popular. In view of the 
fact that they prepay toired communications 
instead of written, it must be admitted that 
they approach nearer than any other class 
of stamps to the postal emisaiona ; and those 
who advocate their collection have this in 
their favour, that at present telegraph stamps 
are but few in number. 

Intending collectors cannot do better than 
provide themselves with a copy of 'M.. Moens' 
albnm. The name of the author is a 
guarantee for its general accnraoy and com- 
pleteneBs ; and the fact that it is compiled 
after the plan of bis stamp albnm is evidence 
of the excellence of the arrangement. It 
is at present of veiy moderate dimensions, 
and the price is proportionally small, ranging 
from 3/ in paper covers, to 8/ in morocco. 
Onr own publishers, we believe, purpose 
laying in a supply. 

An examination of ita contents discloses 
some interesting facts. The total number 
of telegraph stamps in existence is rather 
over a hundred. These are shared amongst 



nine oonn tries— England, France, Belgian), 
Russia, Prusfiin, Switzerland, Spain, Cuba, 
and India. Our own was the first to employ 
them, having commenced in 1867, but all 
its emissions are those of private companies, 
which have issued 42 stamps, counting 
varieties, or nearly half the entire number. 
Spain comes next in point of time and num- 
ber, with 30 stamps, of which the first scries 
came out in ISGi ; since then, it has had ita 
yearly emissions; and tho latest-issued stamp 
IS remarkable as beiog the only one emitted 
since the establishment of the regency 
which bears the national arms. These are 
different from the arms on the postage 
stamps — the golden fleece (the Bourbon 
emblem) being omitted, and the two lower 
quarters being occupied with the arms 
of Navarre and Arn^on, which had not 
previously been represented. Belgium com- 
menced issuing telegraph stamps in 1865,and 
a series of remarksble fineness and 
The Prussian labels date from 
are four in number, to which must 
ded the recently-issued Confedera- 
ta. France has used telegraph 
ce tho commencement of 1868, and 
ow found perforated. 
The Cuban, Indian, and Swiss labels all ap- 
peared in 1863. Of the _ 
Swiss design the an- 'f 
nezed is au illustration, p 
Russia issued a pair of i 
very handsome labels not -^ 
long since ; and, as well ,' 
as several of the other ^ 
countries, has also a stamp ■ ^ws_.^_f^j^ 
impressed on a tel^ram 
form. It had been anticipated that our own 
country would issue a series on the adoption 
of the linos by the post-office, but we learu 
from an article in All the Year Sound that 
it is not intended to do so. The postal series 
will be made to serve, as (to quote our con- 
temporary's observation) "the department 
will be spared the cost of malting several 
denominations of special telegraph stamps, 
and of stocking twelve thousand receiving 
offices with them. The public will be much 
more likely to have a sufficient supply of 
stamps near at hand, than they would be if 
the telegraph stamps were distinct from the 



stamps 

ita four valui 
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post^e stamps ; nnd the account of tele- 
graphic reTenne collected will be at least as 
simple as it woald be if two classes of stamps 
were nsed." Tbe most that telegraph -stamp 
collectors can hope for is, then, the applica- 
tioD of a special c&scelling mark. 

Philatelists henceforth will, in so far as 
concerns the emissions of their own country, 
cdlect telegraph stamps Tiolmt vdeng. The 
employment of stamps of a special form and 
type, even though in disfavoar here, is 
certainly spreading on the continent ; and it 
seems rery possible that, in the coarse of a 
few years, these new aspirants for the notice 
of collectors may become almost as namer- 
ons as postage stamp ; in such case, the 
work nnder reTiew will have a very primi- 
tire appearance. 



POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 

Tbb FiTE-Fiuj<a FasMCK Stakf, vhidi is nor on 
the point of appearing, has been aa long delaf ed owing to 
an Rceident whirh obliged tho cngnret to raconunenco 
hii vort.—Zi Titabre-PoiU. 

Thb Posthastes at New Lixiijoton, Ohio, U uid to 
Iw "a druggist and a dentiat. Ue aln keepe a grocery, 
dry gooda, Doot and ihoe etore : ia a. ailveramilli, jeweller, 
punter, cabioet-makcr, and when times get a liItU duU, 
gets out a patent for some invention." 

The Fboposed Uaufekki Stamf. — We bare reeaon 
to believe that a report favounble to the iHue at a. half- 
poany slamp for tbe postage of 

: :_u. ^j ne«BpBI_. , 

:t month b; the poetanaatc 

jrobabla 1hal tho government will rcBolve to 

bring in abiU authorising the isaua of such a stamp,— SeAo. 

A Novel Pobtaoe-stamp Affubk— The other day 
a lady went up to tbe post-offlee at Konigsberg, with ~ 



(ongue, 



^,., , _,_T whieli the drew the atamp, and having filed 

it an the letter, handed the Itttter to the servant to poat. 
The peat emplov£s laufihed heartily atthe«cene, but the 
lady conducted heraelf with the most irreproachable 
dignity. — Join o'Oroaft JouTnal. 



dignity. — , 
A PlOKI 



r FANCimt AT Toulon baa found a 
Whe ■ 



he fi 



Lving epidermis is intact, he proceeds to mend the e»g 
with the gummed paper, and replaces it in the aest to be 
halchfd. Eight times out of ten he saya he aucceeda in 
getting a young bird hatched. Sometimea, he tells us, he 
makes a hole in an egg to aee whether the young bird ia 
alive, and eloecs it again with gummed pap^, and the egg 
is hatched just as though it had not been jnlerfercd with. 
One precaution must be observed, the paper ueed must be 
as nearly aa possible of the aame colour as the egg, or it 
attntcta the notice of the hen, who mabea efforta to pick 
it off when she tunia the egg, and in so doing often elTec- 
taolly breaks it. Seeing the variety of colours of tho 
■tamps, M. Aqueronc tinda no diffieulty ia matching any 
ees.—Globf. 



. Hon TnB Post n Lodoed at Pisa.— The apecial 

correspondent in Turkey of the J)a% Tilegraph thna 
writes on the aeconiDdation at Pera for Ute poatal service. 
"Ton would say beforehand, being n stranger to the 
place, that the English. Frennh, and Auatrian poat-offieeB 
were likely to be in decent, easily-acceenble localitiea. 
Tbe fbrmn- you reach by climbing over heaps of loom 
stones ; tho latter you reach by one of the steepest and 
dirtjest alieTs it has been my ill ftte to traverse in any 
portion of the globe, not eiclnding Southern Italy. Ton 
go down a flight of steps, ao steop, so ill-paved, and so 
Mippery, Uiat it is diflleult to make your way ; and then 
you oome to the Slough of Despond, aeroaa whioh you 
nave to wade before yon reach the haven whet« yon 
would be. If ill-advised, jou try to Sud another way to 



the fray, in bet, which is dignified at its outset with the 
name of the Rue des Postcs, and sub^des soon after into 
Tom-tom street — this, as Mias Edgeworth nsed to say, in 
her novels, ia a fact— you find yourself loet in a maia of 
squalid shantiesi with narrow winding pasragea nuuunj- 



ivaUs." 






A CUAROE Al ... ._ 

the institution of that most oonvenient airangement, the 
aample poat. I have aent by it many parcels to India. 
Several of my packages were in the maila loet in the un- 
^rtunatfi Camatie. On bearing of the wreck I wrote to 
the pottHiffito to intiuiie whether the mails were enolned 
in waterproof coverings, ao that ia tbe event of their re- 
covery toe contents would have eecaped soaking. To my 
great anrprise, I am informed in reply that "no water- 
l»oof covering ia uaed to protect aucb packets " ! I h»pe 
the attention of tbe post-otfiee authoniiea will be drawn 
to the subject. Surely the maila might be put ia water- 
proof bags w oases without either great difGcolly ot ex- 
pense. An obataele to the general use of the post fbr 
parecls is the risk incuired by the sender, as the poat- 
offlfie declines to be resnonaible either for loss or damage. 
It ia to the interest of the post-ofBoe aa well as the public, 
loredoce thisriak to ita iRiHiamn. I should like also to 
eu^cst to the authorities that they might profitably in- 
Burfi parcela sent through the poat. Aeentleaian of great 
mercantile eiperience writes me, "1 am strongly of 
opinion that a profitable business might be carried on by 
the post-office, if ttiey would for a small premium lake 
the nak in the same manner as any ordinary insurance 
office." Any arrangements that will facilitate tbe secure 
transmission of parcels between England and India can- 
not fail to be both convenient to the public and profitable 
to the poat-offlce.— W. Mabshall —Timii (eiUj arliclej. 
CoNOBIT AND Flattbrt.— The gentleman at the head 
of the United Statee Internal Uovenae Office has 
ordered a new aeries of revenue tobacco stamps, one of 
the lower values of which is to bear hia own pcrtrait, 
whilst two others will be reqiectivelT ornamented irith 
the efflgiea of Grant and Shenoan. In putting his own 

eeem to have followed Mr. Connell'a example ; and 
it is worth notice that, lika that immortal postnuater, 
he has chosen tbe value in most common use tor 
tbe honour of bearing his effigy. The Sinpatch, a 
papix- quoted in Mason't Megazine, whence we have 
-"-—■-- the above information, makes the following- 
I humorous comment on the matter ;~"Thero 
ite touch of gratitude in this, as n-cU aa a stroke 
of policy in Delano [luttin^ the Preiddent's likenissoi 



pithy ai 



.. ,- worthy commissioner 

made a mistake. lie should have Cut Cfrant'a likene** 
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on the cigsr-boieB, and repreaented kirn Tith a, ' staaktr ' 
in bia moutli. As it is now, the Fretudent'i placid 
featurea will aearooly ever be Men, whila Delano'* 
' pcepoeBceainK counlenuice '— he should hare been re- 
pieaent«d wita a cigar, too, as he is u inveterate a smoker 
as Granl^-will be handed around in the cigar shops 
whcQevor they sell a fivB^pound packa^. This apeaiH 
of toadyism and mutual and sclf-admiratian is (ally 
equalled hv that of Clark, fonnerly chief of the FiintiuK 
Bureau of the Xreaaur? Department, who, with oqual 
modesty, had his own Hkeness en^vod on the fivo-oent 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE ASMS OF SPAIN. 

Ta Iht Editor of '^Tss Siuip-Cou.ectos'b Uaoazins." 

Dgik Sia, — In reaSng the article unJer lh« abOFo 
heaffing, I found the fODowiu); : '*OnaJieid^VB£,alion 
rampant qcles, crmcned or." Allow me (o say that that 
is wee heraldry, there being colour upon colour, which is 
inadmissible. The oorreet bloEon of the arms of Gnstile 
and Leon being as followg : Quarterly 1 and 4 gules, a 
castle triple towet«d or, for Castille : S and 3, argent, a 
lion rampant, purpura, fnr Leon. 

Farther on, also, in describing the arms of the house of 
the Hediei, is, " the remaining five " beianta "are red." 
Now, " l>eEant " is the name given (o eolden balls, while 
red balls are named " torteaui," and blue ones " hurtes." 

Apologising for Qie len|^h of this letter, and hoping it 
may find a place in your colunins, 

I am, dear Sir, yours truly, 

Wipan. HEKALD. 



1W»1. 






THE ST. LOUIS STAMPS. 
Tb lit Editor of "THESTAiip-Cou.EcrraB.'B Maqaeine." 

Sib, — It mar be right, when the claims of so many 
pretenders are beii^inyeatigBted, and bo much reprinted 
rubbish ia being oflered for Biile, to state that I for one 
can by no meana Bubscribe to the attack made by M. Albia 
on tbe authenticity of the St. Louis alampa. 

The fine nature of the en"raving, the. fact that a pair 
ot each value were cnpraTed separately, and the rarity of 
the Bpeoimens, in my judgment are conrincing proofs of 
the genuine nature of the atamps. The following deljiils 
may be of interest to some of your readers. 

The pair engraved in X» Timbrel 



the 



mv colIectioD ; the 10 cents was formerly in that of 
I late Itev. F. J. Stainforth, who acquired it from an 
escocdingly old and rich American collection ; and the 
5 cents was procured for me in 1862, through Mr. Mount 
Brown. I may ilatc, neither Mr. Stainforth, whose 
knowledge and experience was extremely great, and who 
was one of our oldest collectors, nor Mr. Mount Brown, 
had any doubt as to the authentic character of these 
stamps. 

Of onr English authorities, Mr. Peraberton, the writer 
of the ocitique on the catalogue of Berger-Levrault, the 
writer of a PariBian amateur'a lettcra to the fhilatilist, 
ate all, I heUeve, agreed ; and I am not aware of a single 
amateur on this side of the channel who denies these 
stiimps to he genuine. 

In iS64 I had the pleasure of showing the pair to that 
most acute and accomplished pioneer of philately, Mons. 
iierpin, of Paris. To him Ihey were then unknown, but 



after careful eiamination, he entertained no doubt what- 
ever, and fully accredited them as authentic. 

M. Moens, of linissela, I can also personally vouch a8 
being of the same opinion ; M. Berger-Levrnnlt has 
attested his by what he stales concerning them in bia 
catalogue ; and lastly, M. Mahe, whilst admitting the 
eritiqiu of M. Albis into hia columns, has by no sjga 
given bis adhcaton to the oppoQents. 

It is to be observed, all the above named formed their 
opinion entirely from the examination of the stamps 
tiicroseives, and in no way were aware of the letter and 
apecimen which was in the posseasion of Uesars, Alfred 
Smith, of BaUi, who courteously submitted itforeiamina- 
tdon to those interested in the subject. 

The discrepancy which M. Albis maluis so much of— 
1848 for 1845— may be well enough accounted for (I have 
not seen the orlgiiial) if the figurea be in MSS.; a 6 and 
8 are so much alike, they can be readily confounded. If 
this be the case, the whale criticinn fai& ; but if not, the 
dates in no way invalidate the aigumcQts 



£ne oopy of the 10 cenla, being that (nan wM^ Mr. 
Fembcrton discovered the second die, waa found. 
I am, Sir, yours Mthfully, 
lendon. FEEDEEICK A. PHILBKICK. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY ANT> THE PDBLICA- 
TIOH OF A CATALOGUE. 

To Ikt Editor 0/ "ThS 8TAVF-COTJ.ECT0B'g Haouihb." 

Dear Sib, — 80 manv of our members being abaent 
from home, it is difficult to get a meeting togiilher, and 
as it is very desirable that seme step was made towarda 
our intended catalogue or monoTraphs, I address these 
lines to you in preference to waiting until we can ^t a 
full meeting together, as by this means the Bubject will be 
well ventilated, and we shall be prepared to act definitely 
when we can meet in sufflcienl numbras to oarr; weight 
with our declBions. 

Without attempting to enter into the great differences, 
or to define them, between the two classes of collectors, I 
enter on my proposal for a calalnguB with Ihie fact before 
me, that the chums of both clauea must be considcrod, 
else neither the society nor its publications can hope for 
ultimate succesa. 1 would not counsel the puhlicaticn of 
a catalogue solely arranged on the so-called French sys- 
tein, as such a work would embarrass and puiale niae- 
tendiB of our collectors. I would not attempt to define 
what the so-called l^lish school should oollcct, but I 
will briefly roview the principal points of a thoroughly good 
catalogue {without any mention of papers orpertorations), 
and it will, I thinh, be seen tiiat these points might roost 
legitimately be mado tho fouudatioa of the so-called 
English school ; sec here : In claasifi ing the stamps of 
any country, 1 would regard the name of the country as 
generic ; I would give, under the heading design, the 
facial appearance, shape, and method of printing; if 
there were minor diflerences for certain valuea, I would 
use the word tvfes to define them, if not we ^et at once 
to SPECIES, which term I would apply to the individual 
specimens IhemselveSj and those very marked shades 
which it is natural to imagine can only be official ; up to 
here would comprise, as a general rule, everything col- 
lected by the so-called English school ; if a greater or 
finer definition of shades were attempted, we should 
trench upon clas^cation as carried out by paper and 
perforation. \a which changes of colour are au>:iliary. 
After BF£C1BS I would propose to give, under the heading 
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anner, ot eTBrj-thine known to ua. Thrae 
would also number, and I would render the identifii'UUon 
at each Tarielj- with its primary gpeciei the work of «n 
ingtanl, by quoting the number of the specici in paren- 
thrwk Thie would facilitiilo reterenee, aud be moat 
uerful to Ihe inexperienced, and to studeuls. This rough 

- „i„--— .. 

will, Ihope, gain 00 



n. Value in full;. 



2."-BlnB." 

3.— Hed. 



8.— Bright red. 
9.— Siipenw, 



''SSIKSIE ("■) Blnenew not penetr*Hng al 
DHtridpFvei. m. 1.— Deep rich bine, 
ordiurrrw^- (1). 2.— Dark green. 

3.— Deep rich blue. 
1.— Chalky blue. 
(i.) Blueness penetrating all or 
OMUuiTPv. (1). 6. — Blue-green. 
6.— Eich green. 
" — Teilow-greei 

—Deep blue. 
..—Darker bine. 
10, — Dark greenish Uuo. 
II.— Chalky blue. 
12.— Sky bine. 
(31. 13.— Bed. 
pgimpim- (2). 11.— Deep blue. 
&c., &c. 
It will be aeen that I propose to make porticuji 
ela^fication and date marginal ee far as 
this hdlilates lefereni 
of about a dozen terms 



(after! 



□argin of a page. 



use, the use of varioua 

deal might 
proposa '" 



be got 
print only 

ahect blank for notes ., - • 

but there are alterations which would no doubt be ad- 
Tisable, and it is to obtain any euggeations that I publiah 
this. The society meeta at 3 o'chwk, on Saturday, Nov. 
6U1, and letters addressed to Iho Secretarj (36, Great 
George-street, Westminster), embodying suggestions, will 
hare the eonuderalion of the meeting. 
Tonra fUthfully, 

EDWAfiD L. PEMBERTON. 
Sii-mingAiini. 



ANSWERS TO OORRBSPONDBKTS. 

L. H., Cheltenham. — Tour two 1 agr, Hanover are Sa- 
tinet Tiirietifis ; the deep earmino-roae is the earlier issue ; 
the light-n»a. which is also perforated, the later. 

TiMBaoPHii.iSTj UnebflC.- The first vol. of Tlu Sltmp- 
Calleclor'i Alagaiirw is out of print, and will not be re- 
printed unless the sale of a certain number o( copies be 
guaranteed in adcance. 

J. B. U., Norwich. — We are obliged for extract from 
Natal paper, of which ;fou will see we have made use. — 
Ws aluill be glad to receive any further details jou may 
obtain a-t to the coming seriea. 

J. C, Manchester. — To this correspondent we have to 
return thanks for the stamps elucidative of the new 
"watermark" on the Confederation series, and also fur 
the otfvr of future assistance. 

L. F., Friedrichehafcn. — Your stamp is not used for 
postage, and we believe it to be a simple label without 
monelary value; it certainly is not worth collecting, and 
of its exact use any one in your town could no doubt give 
you information. 

W. Dein, Bath,- Thanks for e"'-' - — -^ -' — '- 



The " 



L all St 



and if the Spanish authorities were anxious to indicali 
that ftueen Isabella's image is effaced, the mutilation of 
a plaster cast would be the umplest means. As a witti- 
cism the remark ie certainly " no joke." 

W. fi., Oxford. — 1. Your carmine 5 lept. Greek is most 
probsbly a forgery or a changeling, but we cannot speak 
positively without seeing iJie stamp. — 2. Tour blue stamp 
inscribed wdbt. wihl. btempel, is the Wurlembui^ 
election stamp. It was impressed on an envelope, and 
franked the ejector's voting paper, which had to be sent 
to a central office.— 3. Your Haitian stamp is spurious ; for 
full description thereof, see Slamp- Mitcler'i Megaiint, 
vol. vi., p, 153. 

NonoDT, Bury St. Edmunds.— The 10 c. Italian of 
1856 is found in some eight or ten shades, varying fVom 
a light yellow ochre to sepia ] the grey and brown shades 
are somewhat rarer than the others, but all are common. 
—The proviaionnl Madeira continues current.— Your 
Princo Edward Islsnd tonrpeuny ia genuine.— We have 
DO information U> the effect that a new die is being en- 
graved for the S c, Peru; the green dineia exists both 
perf. and unperf. 

AiuiUB, Bristol, sends us an envelope which bears an 
English official frank stamp. In the left upper comer, 
in place of the usual adhesive, ia an irregular transvcrvo 
oval hand-stamped impression ; tho ftc-simile signature 
of W. F. Forsier crosses the oval, and the wonls uohsb 
OUAUDS are placed in a curved line below, following the 
border. This is not postmarked, but just below is a cir- 
cular hand-stamp with the words LONlrOM omcuL, 
and the date in the margin and paid in the eentiv. The 
envelope itself bears the national arms on tho flap. Alto- 
gether this is a variety well worth preserving. 

B. C, Hungerford,- The eariy Mesican issues, head of 
Hidalgo, bear the surchsr^ inscription at the side in 
heavy ilaei characters, whilst the recently-issued stumps 
of same design have this inscription always in gothie 
letters. We are not surprised aC your question, as the 
similarity between the two emisaions is very aloee, and 
some test, such as the one given above, is required, 
to enable collectors to distinijuisb between the two, — We 
cannot say whether your 16 c. Parma, second isBUCjOn 
brown |)aper, ia genuine or not, without seeing it.- The 
Indian and other stamps bearing the word bghvice are 
those used to fr«nk the correspondence of the public 
departments to which they are issued. 

.ioogle 
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OUR CONTEMPORARIES. 

NovEUBBB 10, 1869. 
Tlie PhilaUliet fur October opens with an 
easay " Ou tbo Benefits arJBing from Stamp 
Goliectiiig," wliich gained the first prize 
offered by the publishers. It ia trelhwritten, 
and says all that (»n be said on what is now 
a well-worn Bnbject. Following thia, is a 
sketch of the hiatory of Angola, which 
could hardly be other than fanmorons when 
reference had to be made to such comically' 
named celebrities as Ngingha-Angola-Chil- 
ombo-Kickaaanda, and to such tragi-comical 
events as the killing, salting, and sending to 
Lisbon in pickle, of a rebellions Angolian 
king. In the article on "Recent Emiasiona," 
the editor makes allusion to the fact, that 
all the specimens of the 10 c. and 25 c. of 
Nicaragua which have come over to this 
country are ungummed, but this is easily 
explained. Most of the stamps received 
from tropical coantries aire forwarded thence 
with a sheet of thin tissue paper between each 
sheet of stamps, to keep tbo latter from ad- 
hering to each other; very often, however, the 
tissue pftper itself slicks to the stamps, and 
can only be removed by wetting the sheets, an 
operation which, at the same time, removes 
the gum. From a similar cauae, Nicavaguan 
stamps are frequently found with gum on 
the face. 

Turning to the November number: the best 
article is unquestionably that entitled " Oor 
Colonial Stamps seen through Foreign Eyes," 
in which M. Moens' list of our English 
colonials is closely and justly criticised. Per- 
haps the moat amnsing error pointed out is 
thccataloiruing as a Maltese stampan English 
sixpence lilac of the current type, but printed 
on unwatei'marked paper. A single sheet, 
by some accident, was printed on this paper, 
and formed part of a supply sent out to 
Malta, but this renders it in no degree an 
emission peculiar to the island. 

We commented last month on the mistake 
made by Le Timhrophile, in stating, as a 
fact, that the heads of the first ten presidents 
of the United Slates would respectively 
adorn the ten eupectfld new stamps for the 
republic ; but the French paper stands 
excused, the FhilaielisI, professiug to quote 



from the Amaricati Journal of Philately, 
having fallen into just the same error. 

Le Timbi-e-Fonte, for October, devotes an 
article to the consideration and attempted 
refutation of Dr. Magnus' arguments on the 
5 c. "four-type" Lu^on; we fail, for our 
own part, to perceive that tbo doctor's con- 
clusions are materially shaken. M. Moens 
baa had in his possession specimens agreeing, 
in one or nioro of their characteristics, with 
the aaanoieii reprints, and received one copy, 
identical in every respect with them, R 
twelvemonth since, from Barcelona; but 
that leavea untouched the question — where 
do those come from which are now put in 
comparatively large numbers on the market ? 
Let it be borne in mind that it is not merely- 
separate specimens, but entire series which 
are being offered. We must say, we look 
on the sadden appearance of a large supply 
of uuused copies of a stiimp which has for 
years been rare, as in itself a very suspicious 
circumstance, and one which can only be 
disposed by a frank explanation of the source 
whence they are dorivod. It ia not by the 
discovery of a partial resemblance between 
theao stamps and unquestioned originals that 
their authenticity can be established, but 
by the production of evidence as to the how, 
when, where, and by whom, they were 
obtained. 

The current number ia full of interesting 
matter. A translation of the first article 
after the Ohroniqne — that on a newly-dis- 
covered 2 c. Spanish of the 1834 type— will 
be found in the present number, under the 
heading "Two Spanish Stamps." Following 
this is a short paper on the 1^ Buh, Bergedorf, 
in which M. Moens essays the refutation of 
a correspondent, who argues that the en- 
graver in order to correct bis error in adding 
an e at the end of the word schilling, had to 
re-make the entire word. Anyone who looks 
at the stamp as it is, will see that from the 
position of the word there is no room for a 
properly formed e at the end, but in the de- 
sign as at first drawn, the word is differently 
placed, its first letter being much nearer the 
lower margin, and there being still a fair 
space between the estra letter and the upper 
margin.' M. Moena contends that the word 
was shifted on the making of the lithogra- 
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pbic transfera from which the ordinary 
stamps were printed ; but we Bbonld like to 
know how, either on the original stone or on 
the transfera, this conld be done. A thing 
bnce graven on stone may be added to, but 
cannot be altered, without first effiieing that 
portion which it is desired to correct; in short, 
neither the words as a whole, nor the letters 
separately, are moveable. There seema no 
reason against the belief of the re-dranght 
of the word, except the absolnte identity in 
the size of the letters, and their position, 
relatively, to each other, .which, according to 
M. lloens, eiist between the two inscrip- 
tions, Bckilliiig and BchillinffE ; but this alone 
does not overcome the palpable impossibility 
of bodily shifting a lithographed inscription. 
Perhaps some secret of the art is connected 
with the apparent resemblance. The point, 
at any rate, is a minor one, not affecting tbe 
character of the stamps, and only interesting 
from ita connection with the modtte operandi 
of stamp engraving. 

After the Bergedorf article comea a paper 
aptly headed " The New Crasade," in which 
reference is made to the activity with which, 
happily, the attack on false stamps and their 
"vendors is at present being pushed on by all 
the leading philatelic journaJs, The names 
of the promoters of the " Clara Rothe " and 
Kissengen stamps ore given ; respecting the 
former we may have something to say later 
on, as to the latt«r, we trust Mr. Ferdinand 
Elb, of Dresden, will now either brin^ for- 
ward proof of the genuineness of his protegh 
— a difficult thing, we imagine, to do^or in- 
stitute such inquiries as will enable bim to 
give the names of the original fabricators, 
Enpassaiit w6 may note that Le Timbrophile, 
in speaking of these stamps, which were 
first noticed by M. Moens, says with strange 
coarseness, that anyone must be thoroughly 
stapid not to have suspicions of them, a re- 
mark at which our esteemed confrere of 
Brnssets not unnaturally takea umbrage. 
Our Parisian contemporary having expressed 
considerable doubt as to the nature of the 
Russian locals, M. Moens justly remarks 
that their present extreme rarity is greatly 
in their favour, for if a speculation, they 
would certainly have become common ere 
now, and winds up with this very apri^oa 



little parable : "Tou buy, saya pair of boots, 
for which you pay in advance, and which 
oagbt to be delivered at your house. At the 
end of three months yon are astonished at 
not having received the said boots. Is it the 
shoemaker or the quality of tiie leather that 
you suspect ? " 

The number closes with an article on the 
varieties of the 2d. brown of Victoria 
(Melbourne), in which the position and 
number of the stamps on a sheet is sought 
to he demonstrated. As to this we cannot 
help asking, if the philatelist, when be has 
succeeded in placing the stamps in what be 
believes to be their original order when 
printed, is any wiser than be was before. 
The knowledge of such an arrangement 
gives no information of value as to the his- 
tory of the stamp, nor any check on counter- 
feits, and it really seems to us to be no mors 
instructive than the putting together of a 
child's puzzle. 

Lb Timbrophile for the 30th September is 
principally distinguished by an article on 
the first-issue of the Argentine Republic, 
in which the writer proves the existence 
of two types for each of the three valnes, 
differing from each other, however, only 
in secondary details. We must content 
ourselves with the bare statement of the 
fact, as to give a list of the differences 
whereby the types are distinguished from 
each other, would be to transcribe the article 
entire. We can merely surest to our 
readers tbe careful comparison of their own 

The editor, under tho beading, " TJn 
Insultenr," deals in a fitting manner with 
the Boston forger, Lyford, who, in a scnr- 
riions publication which be haa been at the 
pains to circulate gratuitously, has coupled 
his name with that of our publishers, and 
other respectable dealers, in bis abusive 
tirades. We refrain from adding any com- 
ment ourselves ; to paint pitch black is uae- 
Iea.<i labour — we should but soil our own 
hands in tbe attempt. 

From a letter published in this number we 
learn that the current 12 c. Spanish has been 
counterfeited ; and it would seem that the 
post-office has been victimised by the false 
stamps, as the administration has been at 
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the pains to give notice of the diSerencea 
between them and the " real tilings "— 
whether to the puhlio or to its own servants 
we are not informed ; bnt here, at any rate, 
arfi the distinguishing' points signaliaed. " Id 
the false stampa the fonr corner ornamefits 
are farther from, the eiternn! line of the oval 
than in the originals, and the exterior line- 
borders are larger. In the oval hand, in- 
scribed CORRGOs ESPANA, the is separated 
from the c, and very near the e ; and the 
two a'b of EaPANA are narrower. In the 
words DOGE GUAHToa, the V slants, and the R 
and S are smaller. The groand of the oval 
is covered with very coarse lines, whilst this 
part of the design is very finely engraved in 
the originals. The forehead is more bent, 
and not so well drawn as in the gennine 
stamps; the distance from the nose to the 
outer line of the chignon is very great, 
whence it results that the bust is much 
larger ; the right section of the base of the 
neclc is only shaded by four lines [hatchings] 
instead of live. There is also some difierence 
in the perforation." Such are the variations 
indicated by the post-ofBce itself, and they 
do credit to its critical comparison ; but we 
should hare thought its best plan, on dis- 
covering the existence of a forgery, would 
have been to issne a new type, as it had 
previously done in similar cases ; and since 
snch designs as Spanish engravers can pro- 
duce offer no great difficulty in imitation to 
Spanish roguos, a watermark — a test which 
might be read by those who run, even if 
they did not know their lett«r8 — might put 
an effectual stop to their mischievous in- 
genuity. We respectfully present this sug- 
gestion to all and sundry the Hidalgos whom 
it may concern. 

Th« American Journal of Pkilalelij for 
September contains nothing of an extract- 
able nature; but in the course of an article 
on the new United States stamps, a, quotation 
is made from the Neto York Herald respect- 
ing them, in which the novel statement is 
made, that " £very other country has been 
able to fix upon an irUelli^enl postage elamp, 
reci^nisable all the world over." We must 
admit that among the many excellent attri- 
butes of postt^ stamps we never yet 
thoagbt of including "intelligence," but 



this, perhaps, only shows our own inap- 
preciativenoss ; for, according to the New 
York paper, it is either palpable, or visible, 
or both. After this, we shall expect to hear 
of new stamps passing competitive exami- 
nations before being allowed to circulate. 

The October number opens with an article 
describing the mannfactnre of the United 
States, which we shall take the liberty of 
reprinting in our next. Following this, is 
an article from the New York Times, on 
" Postage Stamps Abroad and at Home," 
characterised by just such a combination 
of smartness and superficiality as might 
have been expected. After referring to the 
approaching withdrawal of the current 
United States set, it adds, " We suppose it 
is indecorous to criticise that which is already 
moribund, but we may safely say, it is not 
because the present stamps are beloved of 
gods or men, that they are taken away from 
us in their youth." Again, it is su^ested 
that Queen Isabella's nose, as well :ia her 
feelings, were depressed by the shadow of 
her coming abdication, judging from the 
toning down of that feature on the later 
emissions. The raised square on the United 
States stamps is happily christened " a nut-' 
meg grater ; " and of the English stamps it 
is remarked that they " are on paper water- 
marked with a coronet, which is practically 
invisible, being covered witli engravings, 
somewhat aa the Irish gentleman wished 
to bo portrayed in a landscape— behind a 
tree." The writer's want of knowledge of 
engraving is evidenced by his assertion that 
the French stamps are, and the Russian 
" seem to be," lithographs ! 

The only other noticeable feature in the 
American Jour^ial of PkHaielij is a letter, 
whence it appears that the select few who 
have a peneJmnt for the collection of " bung 
stamps," cannot gratify it without consider- 
able risk, the law ordaining the destruction 
of such stamps when removed from their 
appurtenant barrels, and the payment of a 
heavy fine by any person in whose posses- 
sion they may be found. 

The American Stamp Mereurij. — The three 
numbers before us do not call for any com- 
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TWO SPANISH STAMPS. 

I. — The Twelve Cdabtoh op the 1857 Seeies. 

BT OTERT TAT1.0E." 

This Btamp Lbs long possessed a doubtful 
reputatioD, and some (myself among the 
number) have gone so far aa to doubt its 
existence as a genuine emission. All the 
copies I bad nutil lately seen were on a pure 
'wliite, and rather tbia paper, nngnmmcd, 
and with a very new look about them, sug- 
gestive of a reprint ; colour, a rather HgLt 
orange. 

A short time since, however, I obtained 
from a dealer of known integrity, a gummed 
copy printed a deep orange, on a rough, thick, 
white paper, somewhat resembling that of 
the 1856 series, but destitute of watermark, 
and both paper and gura showing evideut 
marks of age. . This copy I forward with 
the present to the PhilateHc Society, in the 
beliuf that it is an original, in which opinion 
I am supported by M. Moens, who considers 
tho staiop to be " irreproachable." It may 
be that other members of the society (or 
some of the readers of T/w Stamp Coltedor's 
Magazine) are in possession of similar speci- 
mens, and can confirm my opinion, bat I do 
not find any mention of the special charac- 
teristics of this specimen of the value in 
any of the leading catalogues in which it 
is mentioned. 

It is included with the other stamps of the 
series as if no question of its authenticity 
were entertained, yet prima-facie there is 
considerable reason for suspecting it, and 
placing it at best in the category otthnhree 
de fantawi-e, nor can we ever remember an 
attempt being made to elucidate its history. 
The prineipw- reason for doubting it is the 
fact that this value, 12 cuartos, excluded 
from the series of 18S4, does not ro-appear 
among the Spanish stamps until 1860, and 
further that the stamps of that denomination, 
whether belonging to the earlier or the later 
series, have always been common, thus prov- 
ing its extensive employment. And, again, 
no fostmarked copy of the 12 c. has, I be- 
lievo, over been seen; did there exist one the 

• Biiatd on a paper read before the Philatelic Societj', 



fact would bavo been noted ere tbis, nnd of 
every other stamp whoso actnal circnlation 
has been ascertained there are duly obliter* 
ated specimens in existence. 

That it never had currency may, I think, 
be assumed, and M. Berger-Levrnnlt sup- 
ports this view in a note following his de- 
scription of the 1857 series, wherein he 
briefly says : " It is not certain the 12 c. 
stamp was in circulation." The true expla- 
nation of the creation of this stamp is pro- 
bably indicated by the date which M. MahS 
gives as that of its emission— 1860. It may 
be only a guess, but I imagine it to be a cor- 
rect one, and if we take it for granted that 
this 12 c. was, so to say, issued io 18G0, we 
can at onco account with reasonable pro- 
bability for its never having been in circu- 
lation. 

Let it be borne in mind, first, that it was 
in 18C0 that a new type and series was issued, 
which included the 12 cnartoa. It follows 
that some considerable time previously the 
authorities resolved on making sach changes 
in the rates as would render a 12 c. stamp 
necessary. What then more probable than 
that their first idea was to promulgate the 
altered rate at once, and, pending the prepa- 
ration of a new type, to employ the old 
one, that of 1865-7, ibr the fabrication of it 
8t;tmp of the required value ? The order 
given, the dies were prepared, the supplies 
were struck off, and handed to the post-office, 
and there they must have remained. What 
may have been the causes which iuflaeaced 
the authorities to reconsider their decision 
it is not important to cs to discover; perhaps 
the new series may have been so nearly com- 
pleted by the time the stock of the old typo 
was ready, that it was deemed unwise to 
issue a stamp which wonld either have to bo 
recalled after a few weeks' currency, or 
which, if continued in circulation conjointly 
with the new series, wonld have destroyed 
the uniformity of the latter, and have bad a 
tendency to create confusion. 

Of the sudden issuing of a connter-order 
respecting the supply of this stamp, we have, 
I think, indirect evidence in the existence 
of so many nngummed copies. Of these 
latter I regret I have not a specimen to com- 
pare with my gummed copy, having never. 
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in &cti, cared to obtaio one, bat my impros- 
aion is that they are identical in poiot of 
dfisign, a.oA on second thought I am incliacd 
to believe that the apparent diSerence in the 
p&per may be doe simply to the gum, which ia 
" crinkled " ia every direction. 

Aa the angiimmcd are an common, it would 
seem as if the order countermanding tbe 
emJBBion was received at a very early stage 
in the application of the finishing tcuch to 
the sapplies printed, or it may be that the 
adhesive specimens will ultimately prove as 
numerous 03 their companions, and that it is 
only cow that the aathorities or other the 
possessors of the stock of these stHnips have 
Htrnck upon the gummed "strata." 

It remains now only to say, that the 12 
onartoa — or, at any rate, my specimen — 
is identical in type with the other stamps of 
the 185r type, saving the diifarence in the 
loner marginal label. The other stamps have 
the value in white letters, on a dark ground, 
but in this one the label was cnt away, the 
space left white, and the value inacribed 
thereon in coloured letters ; these letters are 
larger than those on the other values, as in 
making the change alluded to, the network 
spandrels were uut into, and thus a wiiJer 
margin was formed, lly own copy, like al! 

1 have seen, except a few new ones which 
passed through my hands some years ago, 
is cancelled by horizontal pen-and-ink lines, 
ruled in the post-office to prevent its being 
fraudulently employed. 

11. — The Two Ccabtos of the 1854 Series. 

{Tramlalctl/rom " Ze Timbie-roile.") 
Therg has been exhumed from some waste 
paper — we say waste pa|)er, aa we might say 
jnst as well, secretaire, drawer, &,c., Ac., for 
the fact is we do not know where the exhu- 
mation took place — a 2 cuartos, 1854 (arms), 
which we shall introduce to our readers a 
little further on, and which, strange to say, 
has remained unknown up to the present 
time. 

Let na, however, first consider the origin 
of the 2 cuartos. The rate for local corres- 
pondence having been extended and fixed at 

2 cnaitos for all the towns of Spain, a privilege 
previously enjoyed by Madrid alone, the 2 c. 



green, with arms, undated, which we are all 
acquainted with, made it^ appearance in Sep- 
tember, 1854, It replaced at Madrid, the 
1 c. bear, to which the forethoughtful admin- 
istration had already prepared a successor 
of the same type, the 2 cuartos, which was 
never in circulation. It will be remembered 
that at that date the rate was divided by 
moiety between the sender and the receiver, 
each one paying a cuarto, the first on pre- 
paying his letter, the second on receiving it. 
This system presented no slight incon- 
venience, as may well be supposed, the 2 c. 
then was created to unite the two charges. 

As a rule this stamp was printed in green, 
more or less pale, on paper slightly tinted, 
later on, at a date which we arc not in a 
position to fix, the impression was made in 
yellow-green, and dark yellow-green, on 
white paper a trifle thicker, and so con- 
tinned, in all probabilfty, until the end of 
March, 1855, when the new series appeared 
(with the efBgy of Isabella II.) printed on 
bluish laid paper, with watermark of loops. 

It is on this same walermarhed paper that 
this 2 cuartos now comes to us. Was this 
variety in circulation, or was it not ? Either 
supposition is equally admissible. We our- 
selves should be tempted to believe that the 
stamps were in use, although, so far as we 
can say, our copy is the only one as yet 
known. 

When it is considered that the 2 c. on 
white paper, which bad a five months' cur- 
rency, is of extreme rarity, is it to be won- 
dered at that we have never met with the one 
on bluish paper, which perhaps only saw the 
light during a period which cannot have ex- 
ceeded one month ? However it may be, we 
do not despair of being able shortly to 
elucidate the question. 

Our copy is, as we have said, on bine laid 
paper, with loop watermark. The paper is 
rather thick, and the laid lines very distinct, 
a remark which holds good respecting the 
1855 series, the stamps of which are found 
both on thin paper and on card, as we re- 
cently announced. In conclusion, our stamp 
is dark green, and the impression demon- 
strates to the least ohscrvant, that it dates 
from 18S5, and not from 1809. What shall 
we say to it ? 
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NEWLT-ISStlED OR INBDITED 

STAMPS. 

Ferhifs the best: news we can give is that 

of the emission of an entirety new series for 
Belgium. — In the spring of the year we 
gave engrayings of two designs which were 
Bubmitted to Mods. Jamar, the Minister 
of Public Works, for approval. Neither of 
these has, however, bo far as we can with 
certainty apeak, been adopted. In the new 
series, the old arrangement is mainbuned, of 
keeping stamps ornamented with the national 
arms for the prepayment of newspaper 
postage, and the stamps bearing the portrait 
of the king for the saperior honour of 
franking the written correspondence of the 
country. The new emiasion includes all the 
previously employed values, and two ad- 
ditional ones — the long-talked-of 6 and 8 c. 
— making in all 10. There are but five 
colours for the ten values, which are thns 



1 cen 
2 


ime 


(artnB), green, 
„ bine. 
„ amber. 


8 



40 




',', violet!" 

(head), green, 
" ambir. 



1 franc „ yiolot. 

The only value we have yet seen is 
the lowest, eight of which prepaid oar copy 
of Le Timbre-Poste. Its design is very neat, 
thongh it is a question whether the promi- 
nence given to the numeral does not in some 
degree impair its beauty. In the . upper 
part of the stamp, surmounting the central 
oval, are the national arms, consisting of the 
lion rampant, lua small oval surmounted by 
crown, and with the motto on scroll below — 
l'cjnios fait la force. This heraldic device is 
on a diminntive scale ; but below the central 
oval the Belgian liou appears again, and 
this time "as large as life," reposing on a 
tablet, which bears the simple inscription, 
BELOiijDK. In the central oval itself is the 
figure 1, on a solid ground ; and in a curved 
line below, what wonid be the word centime, 
did nob the lion's head obliterate some of 



the letters, and leave only C . . tihb visible. 
The groundwork is formed of prettily- 
disposed leaf-work, which does much to 
improve the loJit-eneemble of the design. 
Alter this tolerably eihaustive summary, it 
only remains to say that the word postes 
does not appear; that the stamp is on pure 
whitepaper, perforaled, but an water mailed. 
Our readers, however, will have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing for themselves what the 
new stamp is like, as we believe our pub- 
lishers intend giving a specimen of the sttunp 
itself with the present number. 

As to the higher values, we can only 
repeat the information given by our Belgian 
coiiffhrc, to the effect that they bear a very 
good and weil-executed -likeness of the 
reigning king, Leopold II. ; and that the 
frame of the portrait, which differs for each 
value, is ^ery well put together. Hononr 
to whom honour is dae~M. Uendrickx — th« 
engraver of the series. 

FKANCB.^After Belgium — proceeding in 
a south-westerly direction — comes iVance, 
and next in importance to the Belgian series 
comes the French five-franc stamp. That 



M. Hulot's work should be as near per- 
fection as we cau ever hope to see anything, 
is not surprising; and yet, in spite of the 
patent eEoellencies of the stamp, we feel 
inclined to quarrel with it, for the simple 
reason, that it is, if one shuts one's eyes to 
that most necessary inscription in the lower 
margin, a bill stamp. In all material points 
it is both of the design and shape of a fiscal 
label, only the latter are upright oblongs, 
and this is a transverse oblong. To make 
this stamp, it would seem as if sW that bad 
been dune was to turn iJie emperor's head 
(though certainly it's not in evory one's 
power to do that), and to alter the marginal 
inscriptions. In the hill stamps, the entire 
margin is occupied by the inscriptions ; and 
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the lined spaces, abore and below the 
portrait (or, as it is now placed, on either 
Bide), bear the valae,aiid the timitof amount 
wKicA is corered by the valoe, ia red ink. 
It is tme, Uist on placing a bill-stamp hy 
the side of its congenerio postal .label, it is 
evident that the farmer is oonsidemblf 
longer than the latter, and that therefore 
the frame, at any rate, has been re-made for 
the latter; but why, aa the mannal labour 
was the same, was not an entirely new type 
invented — one which there would be no 
chance of confusing withoommeroialBtam.ps? 
And why, again, copy their ehape ? The new- 
comer is printed in lilac ; there is therefore 
BO likelihood of its being confonnded with the 
other values; and its design (the head of 
the Kmperor) would have prevented it from 
being mistaken ior the 20 cnuBitE iupesui., 
which is impressed in a similar tint. Aa an 
addition, however, to our French page, 
the new five-franc stamp will be welcome, 
as, properly placed, its peculiar shape will 
render it one of the principal attraotione, 

St. ViHCEBT. — On the authority of our 
Brighton contemporary, we chronicle the 
actual emission of the one shilling, printed 
iu brown; and the forthcoming appearance 
of a fourpenuy of a new colour. This change, 
we may assume, has been decided on, to 
remedy the inconvenieoce which the simi- 
larity of shade between the two values named 
must have produced. 

Greece. — Somewhat mysteriously, a pair 
of 5 lepta of the Paris series, printed in rose — 
the colour of the 80 lepta— have come for- 
ward. The editor of The Philatelist last 
month described a copy which a corre- 
spondent had sent him, and which, strange 
to say, was found by its possessor in a 
shilling packet of stamps bonght by him a 
couple of years since. Last month we also 
received an inquiry, as to whether this 
variety was known to exist, from a corre- 
spondent who himself possessed a copy. Our 
contemporary suggested that the specimen 
sent to him was one of the proofs or essays 
shown at the Paris exhibition ; we, for onr 
part, not having then had the opportunity to 
examine the variety, doubted its genuineness. 
We have now before us the stamp referred 
to by our correspondent, and find ample 



evidence of the correctness of our prevision 
that it was a forgery. Looked at apart, its 
remarkable fineness is calculated to deceive 
even a practised observer ; but careful com- 
parison with any genuine copy of the series 
will dispel the illusion. It will then be 
found ttiat the letters of the word j.ept, in 
the lower margin, are much wider apart and 
thicker than in the original; the two figures 
5 are likewise very coarse, and the Greek 
border will be found to differ in detail fi-om 
that of the original. Again, the shading of the 
edge of the cap is not brooght so iar forward 
in the forged as in the genuine ; in the latter 
it reaches to the temples, whilstin the former 
it does not come so far aa the ear. The line 
of the neck in the genuine curves outward 
jnst below the chin ; in the forged there is no 
snch curve — the line is straight until it 
reaches the angle which terminates the neck; 
lastly, the little dota, which in the genuine 
are found between the nndnlating lines, 
forming the groundwork in the angles, are 
entirely absent in the false. This by no means 
exhausts the list of difierencea, but by these 
salient points any one may detect the im- 
postor. It remains to be seen whether the 
copy sent to The PhilalelUt is distinguished 
by the same characteristics or not; its owner 
can now examine it himself, and he would 
be rendering aome service to collectors were 
he to state the result of hia examination. 
Meanwhile, we may point out that if he has 
had it two years, it can hardly be one of the 
exhibited proofs, for they must have been in 
the exhibition at that lime. 

South African Republic.— We have jnst 
received copies of the three values for this 
state, which are, or very shortly will be, iu 
circulation. The design agrees in every 
respect with the engraving given in our 
September number, which nearly equals the 
stamps themselves in fineness. The heavy 
effect of onr illustratiou is due to its being 
printed in black, which brings out the solid 
border in too great prominenoe. The stamps 
have by no means a bad appearance, allow- 
ance being made for the deficiencies in the 
engraving. The white ground on which the 
arras are placed shows them up clearly, and 
the colours employed are bright and decided. 
The following is the correct list of the series. 
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1 (een) penny, roae. 

6 («es) pence, blue fnltraniarme). 

1 (een) shilliDg, chrome-green. 
From this it will be aeen tbat the colonra 
originally annoanced for the Id. and Is. 
have been transposed. The paper employed 
i« thin, and the stamps are divided by Hnea 
of dents. 

Leitmeritz. — We shall soon have to cata- 
logue apart the barn-door vermin of wliich a 
new plague seems to threaten ns. It might 
have beeu eupposed that Mr. E. A. Hot'cr, 
after the very cool reception given to his fifty- 
five varieties of fictitions " Leitmeritz Ex- 
press " stamps, wonld have been cured of his 
propensity to defraud collectors; bnt no; if 
he cannot achieve success in that line, be is 
determined to do his best to deserve it, and to 
that end has issued a nevr series of "stamps, " 
duly inscribed with the 

words EXPRESS FUR LOCAL 

BBiEFE, though "Express- 
ly to dupe philatelists" 
would be a great deal 
nearer the truth. Col- 
lectors, however, will not 
need mnch cautioning', 
£] and if we say that the 
aiprises ten values, and — pro. 
teni. — only the same number of colours, \iz. : 
I kr. pale blue. 



3 „ canary-yellow. 

4 „ yellow-brown. 

5 „ dark green. 
10 „ vermilion. 
12 „ dark blue. 
15 „ violet. 

20 „ brown. 
50 „ pale yellow-green. 
we have said nearly all that is necessary. 
Should the proprietor of these stamps suc- 
ceed in disposing of hia stock in the above 
colours, we should recommend him to print 
all the values in green nest time^t would 
be suggestive at once of hia own hope of sell- 
ing his productions, and of the purchaser's 
credulity in buying them. 

Trinidad.— AH the current values exist 
Tvith the words " Too-late " aurchai^ed dia- 
gonally in black ; and, according to The Fhil- 
atelid, all valaea but the highest with the 



same word twice repeated in red letters. 
This iuscHption is we think printed on a 
whole sheet of stampa at once by the press, 
and not separately struck with a hand-stamp. 
But why are all the values thus surcharged ? 
Are we to understand that all the "Too- 
late " stamps are sold at a price above their 
nominal value, the additional sum repre- 
senting the extni tax on the letter H This is 
certainly the most reasonable supposition ; 
but what a procrastinating set of people the 
inhabitants of Trinidad roast be to require a 
whole series of " Too-late " stamps ! 

CbylOS. — We are informed that some 
Ceylon stamps have lately come over sur- 
charged with large capital letters after the 
faahion of the South Australian. Le Timbre- 
Paste notices three : a tenpence with letter 
D in blue; a shilling, marked D. E. in red; 
and a twopence green, marked p. E. The 
latter has the letters in a horizontal position, 
reading from top to bottom, the others cross 
the stamp. The former arrangement, seeing 
it occurs on an obsolete colour, is probably 
the one first employed. 

Spain. — It is rumoured that a new series 
of an entirely new type will be issued on 
New Year's Day. This seems almost too 
good to bo true. 

Peru.— From Le Tlmbrnplide we glean the 
intelligence that a yellow 1 peso stamp, 
which was engraved at New York is now in 
circulation. 

Italy. — The same journal contninff a report 
of the probable emission of a new series of 
stamps, comprising a set of unpaid letter 
stamps. 

Sr. Domingo. — Our Belgian contemporary 
notices the appearance of the 1 rl. in light 
and deep blue, on ordinary paper. 

BcssiAN Locals. —Mens. Moena annonnces 
the appearance of a specimen of the Bogo- 
rodsk 5 kop. imprinted in red, instead of blue 
as at first, and also promises to give an en- 
graving next month of a new local, probably 
the Soummaia, which was described in tho 
I'Cport of the October meeting of the Phila- 
telic Society. We have ourselves just re- 
ceived a letter from a correspondent at St. 
Petersburg giving some further details re- 
specting these locals, which we Ire com- 
pelled to hold over antU next month. 
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In the 3a\y number I finished the ezninm&- 
tioD of the first series issued, comprising tbe 
largeS, 6, and 10 cents. The second emission 

contained those nsually known as the smnll 
1, 3, 6, and 10 c, and in examining them I 
bear in mind that these papers are more to 
be devoted to tbe envelopes than to the 
stamps themselves, the latter being well- 
known, the former quite unknown to the 
majority of collectors. The shapes first used 
were engraved in July last, and were in use 
apparently antil quite the end of 1804, at 
about which date it appears that a change 
waa made in the make of the envelopes, and 
this change, though but slight, would be an 
easy means of detecting any reprint of an 
obsolete entire envelope, which might bo 
made now. In this paper I shall exhaast 
all my means of examining specimens of 
the envelopes A and B (see p, 1U8), and in 
my next commence tbe examination of those 
issned since the end of 1864, the make and 
shapes of which are identical with those in 
use. As reference is often necessary to the 
succeeding shapes, I deem it l>etter to en- 
grave them here, as they will be at hand for 
reference, should it be necessary to draw 
attention to any of them, A few words, 
however, on tbe varieties of paper, of which 
BO many were mentioned in July. I have 
since determined to mention none bat those 
which are exceedingly clear, aB every fresh 
specimen 1 obtain difi'cra more or less from 
previous ones, from which I conclude that 
there is no commensurate good to be de- 
rived from the laborioas cataloguing of tbeir 
varieties, to which I was at first inclined ; 
in some instances it may be desirable, and in 
sacb I shall not fail to be explicit. 

I have never found the larga 3 and 10 c. 
on any envelopes except those marked A and 
B ; the same shapes were used for tbe small 
series 1, 3, 6, and 10 c, and for tbe com- 
pound 4 c. value, but there are two varieties 
of the patent envelope (engraved as D and 
E), which appear first upon the 3 c. value 
of this series. Of course tbe 1 o. and com- 



pound 4 c. also appear in the new shapes, 
F and G, as they have never been superseded 
by other types. When w'e come to the series 
with numerals of value on each side (com- 
mencing in 18G1), the 3 c. rose and 10 o. 
green show the shapes A and D, and sub- 
sequently F and G. Of tbe 3 c. rose of 1861, 
there is, moreover, a variety having the 
envelope smaller in size (engraved as H), 
which in or after 186't was subject to tbe 
same alterations which the shapes A and B 
show in the more recent F and G. Tbe 
official shape C has always been confined to 
the 6 c. red of 1853, and 6 c. rose of 1861, 
on white and on yellow in both cases. Tbe 
official shapes of other and higher valoes, 
are of a different construction. 

In 1867 a one-cent envelope seems to have 
been required, and an exceedingly plain de- 
vice appeared, bearing tbe head of Franklin 
embossed to the right, on a solid oval disk, 
witbio a doable oval frame, the oval frame 

bearing at top ONE CENT, below U. 3. POSTAGE, 

in capitals in relief, on a solid ground, with 
a five-rayed star on each side. This value 
is still in use, and is found on envelopes A, 
B, and F, possibly on G ; but it is only with 
A and Bthat we are at present concerned; of 
these shapes 1 have bat three specimens to 
show, they are 

39. — Crisp brown-buff, shape A. 

40.— Soft yellow-buff, shape A. 

41.— Ditto, shape B. 
The colour of this 1 cent is a dark glossy 
kind of indigo, with little variation. No. 39 
is the only one of the three which has the 
flap gammed; possibly this low value was not 
always deemed worthy of this extra finish. 

On the 10th of Sept., 1860, the small series 
was completed by the emission of a 3 c. 
vermilion- red, a 6 c. ditto, and a 10 c. green. 
They are a trifle smaller than the 1 c, and 
bear tbe head of Washington to tbe left. 
Of the second one I can give no information, 
but I am collecting materials for a complete 
account of this hitherto unknown value ; 
when I say imknoien, I mean that the bare 
fact of its existence is believed, but I know 
no collector who can produce anything but 
the cut reprint, therefore I feel I am correct 
iu calling it the unlcnown ■oahie. Added to 
these values we find the compound envelope 
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4 c, compoBe<l of the 1 and 8 c. stamps, side 
by side ; when thU was first inaued I cannot 
Bay, but it was in circnlation for many years, 
and Beems to have \ieca cnrrent sioce ltj64, 
thai is, if the make of the eavelopea is to be 
taken as any criterion. 

The specimens of the 3 c. which can be 
shown, present very littlo variation in shade. 
Of the G 0. there are no original specimens 
known to me, and those of the lU c. are 
quite aaattainable. In M. Bergor-Levra alt's 
catal<^ae, the 10 c. of this series, on white 
paper, is "not given, which will be a proof of 
its rarity ; it does, however, undonbtodly 
exist, for I have obliterated cnt specimeos 
myself. The entire one from which 1 de- 
scribe is Mr. Philbriok's, as are the entire 
ones on bnff. The 3 c. coming first presents 
the following varieties : — 

42,-3 c, vermilion-red, on Umed white, e, 
shape A. 

43.-3 c, ditto, on light bnff,'" ditto. 

The 4 c. (componnd of 8 and 1 c.) on tbo 
same envelope, gives the following in shape 
A:— 

44. — 4 c, on white, a, dark bine and ver- 
milion-red. 

45. — 4 c, ditto, lighter bine and vermilion- 
rod. 

46, — 4 c, on thin yellow-bnff, dark bine, 
and Tcrmilion-i'ed. 

47. — i c, on stouter yellow-bnff, lighter 
bine, and vermilion- red. 

Of the scarce 10 c. the following are the 
descriptions : the shape is A : — 

48. — 10 c, deep doll green on white, a. 

49. — 10 c, deep dull green, on yellow 
bnff."- 

From these notes it will be seen that the 
patent envelope 6 has not been fonnd by me 
bearing any stamp of this series other than 
the 1 c. The 3 c. is found, however, upon 
envelopes with the patent lines inaide, and 
of the two shapes, D and E; the ktter, as 
will be seen, is an excessively small one, 
probably designed for ladies' use. The speci- 
men from which the drawing of the con- 
stmction was made, appears nniqne, as far 
OB inqniries on this side of the Atlantic have 
extended. The shape P is slightly less in 
depth than A, B, P, or Q ; in conatmction it 
ia very similar to Q, the great difference 



being, that the bottom flip has a deefJy curved 
notob, which in G is much less bold; alao 
the side flaps of D are cnt to leave mM« 
ainuons edges at top than those of Q-. The 
small envelope & has the bottom flapcomrog 
to a gentle point ; of this we liave no ex- 
amples in any other envelope bearing the 
patent lines. The specimens of these two 
envelopes are these : — 

50. — 3 c, red on smooth white, sbaps D^ ' 

51. — 3 c, red on thin yellow-buff, ditto. 

52.-3 c, red on dark boff, ditto. 

53. — 3 c, red on. smooth white, shape £. 

In taking leave of this iierios, I mostolEum 
indulgence for any omissions which American 
oc^ectors may detect, snch as may occur (and 
many must, from oar rather limited sonraes 
of comparison) are dne to their ateence iroDU 
my own and from Mr. Philbriok's set, and-arti 
doubly " my misfortune and not my ikalt." 
For the specimens of the small 6 c, I will 
leave two or three numbers vacant (hoping 
to fill them ucsb month), so that in the 
reiuinS which I intend giving in the con- 
cluding paper, there may be no awkward- 
ness in the numbering of the various varieties 
and types. 

Coming to the issue of July, 1861, whioh 
I am at present only concerned with, the 
3 c. rose and 10 c. green, I find a new 
variety of shape in a 3 c, on a small-siBod 
envelope, the sketch of the constraction of 
which is marked H, All the other early 
specimens of both 3 c. and 10 c. are of shape 
A and D ; no specimens of patent sivelope, 
shape B, being known to me, though it ia 
only reasonable to imagine that B<»ne may 
have been emitted. 

The design of the 3 c. is simple: the head 
of Franklin to the right, embossed, on a solid 
oval disk, within a double oval, lettered at 

top UNITES STATES, helow THKEK CBNTS It) 

open capitals ; a small oval each side bears a 
figure 3. The colour is pale rose. The 
varieties are as follows ; — 

65. — 3 c.,on toned white p^ier, i 

56.-3 c, on full white paper, 

£7, — 3 c., on yellow-buff, tiiiok, I Shape A. 

58.-3 c., on yollow-buff, thin- 
ner and smoother, / 

59. — 3 c, on toned white, shape D. 

60. — 8 c.,ou toned whitejahapeBLi 
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The des^ of the 10 c. is more elaborate ; 
the same bead occnra, but on a larger oval ; 
tfais is edged by a solid white frame, bearing 

at top, TEM CENTS, beloW, U. S. POSTAOE, in 

thin coloured capitals, a large white otuI 
each aide, double the width of the frame, 
benrs 10 in coloured figures, the whole is 
made into a slightly tranaverxe oval ahape, 
by t'ue introduction of a leaf, Ac, above and 
b«low each oval. 

Of the 10 c. green it appears advisable to 
study the variations in the colour of the im- 
pression, comparing it with the 10 c. of the 
tirst issue, and with those in use up to a very 
recent date. The 10 o. of the first series 
in the latest shade was deep dull green, this 
was continued on the small 10 c, and ap- 
pears the shade of the first issued 10 c , the 
type under hand. Aft«r getting a little 
lighter, it became a very bright light green, 
yellowish by comparison with the nert 
ahade, which was cold light green; this 
gradually became darker as it appeared on 
envelopes of shape F. It is cnrious that 1 
find a 10 0. on. shape Q, whioh iu colour 
would appear ooeval with the early-printed 
10 c. The varieties in colour are these, 
shape A : — 

61. — 10 c, deep dull green, 



-10c.,lightfarifrhtgreen,l°" f'S}}}y 
_in.'„Lrcold^en,f*""«^' 



64. — 10 c, deep dull green, \ on yellc 
65. — lOo., dull yellow green, I buff, thin, 
66.— 10 c, light brightgraen, f and little 
67. — 10 c, clear cold green, J glazed. 
For shape D, which probably occurs, we 
leave a blank. 

68. — 10. c, green. 

The last stamp issued on shape A appears 
io have bean the 2 c. of 1863. The design 
is singular and hideous — the embossed head 
of Andrew Jackson to the left, on a solid 
shield-shaped disk, with six curved edges, 
occupies the centre, the two upper and two 
lower edges are duplicated by the frame, and 
respectively bear u. b. postaok, and two 
CENTS, in capitals, on a solid ground, a pointed 
oval on each side bearing an unmistakeable 
figure 2, the inner edges of the ovals form- 
ing the side edges te the central disk, com- 
pleting the design. The varieties are limited, 
according to my means of rerificataon, to 



one; there are certainly slight variations in 
the tint of the paper, bnt they are not 
striking; this value is not known npon wbito 
paper. 

69. — 2 c., black on light baff, usually thin, 
shape, A. 

pToTK.— Of the vorictiea of Aiei of the Talnes treated 
herein, we shall duraurse neit manth.] 

NOTES AND QUERIES. 



n<mg Kong. — Can any one explain how it is 
that the 96 cents, watermarked crown and 
CO., of the ochre-brown shade^ is not to be 
met with wnufwif In none of the dealers' 
catalogues, English or Continental, is it 
quoted at a price ; and an unused specimen 
is not to be met with in any of the chief 
collections known, here or abroad. Ob- 
literated copies are very common, and cheap 
enough. 

The 12 cents bine, with the same water- 
mark, is also scarce in an unused state, bnt 
may occasionally be procnred. 

Great Briiiiin. — The accidental use of an 
unwatermarked sheet of paper for a sheet of 
the sizpeDCe has attracted the observation 
of collectors, and the variety so issued ia 
sought fur, and duly oatalogned. Within 
the past few weeks another error has been 
found : a sheet of the sizpeuce, watermarked 
spray of rose, present issue, bas been put 
into circulation without being petforaled. 
This, it is believed, is the only instance of 
stamps of Great Britain being thus issued 
since perforation was adopted. These stemps 
have been found in strips, nnsevered, both 
lon^tndinally and perpendicularly, so that 
this is satiafaoterily proved to be a distincb 
variety. 

Banojjer.— In the Very remarkable series 
of papers npon envelopes which the dis- 
tinguished French amateur, who uses the 
ROtn dejAume of Dr. Magnus, is now giving 
in he Timbre-Poite, he mentions a fact, with 
which the writer's experience entirely agrees, 
viz., that he has never seen any specimens 
of the first-issued envelope, 1 silb. gr. 
rose, entire, either of the larger or the 
ordinary size, the variety being that with 
the figure of value placed buwatli the, bust, 
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at tlie bottom of the oval. No donbt, speak- 
ing from past ezperieuce, some time or other 
eopiea will tnm np ; bnt, meantime, Dr. 
]tfi^nna very cant ion sly puts a qnery against 
the precipe shade of the colonr. 

Since attention has been directed to the 
subject, tho writer has noticed sCTeral speci- 
mens from the die of this raluo cut closely 
ronod, and of a hue which our French friends 
would denominate rose chair, which may be 
translated into flesh-roso : tho little rem- 
nants of green inscriptions on these copies 
show that they are ancient, and very probably 
these may come from the most ancient en- 
velopes. At all events, the writer has never 
met with an entire envelope showing this 
tint of colour. 

If thia anggestioo be well founded, it 
would resolve the doubtful point of what 
was the precise shade of colonr of these en- 
velopes in the 1 ailbergroschen. 

Newfoundland. — Of the first series of this 
colony, does any one know of the G^d. or 8d. 
rectangular in the oraTi^fs- vermilion shade ? 
All other values are found in tbia shade, viz., 
2d., 4d., 6d., and Is. ; and of the carmine. 
Termilton, all values above-mentioned can 
be met with. Perhaps yonr readers will 
look over their specimens, and if the above 
S\A. OF 8d. orange are found, send a note of 
the fact to the editor. 

Mexico. — The 4 reales, head of Hidalgo, 
black on yellow, with Gothic lettering, said to 
have been in nse in 1867, nnder the repub- 
lican government, appeara rarely to be met 
with ; indeed, the writer has never seen a 
specimen quite unquoationable. TTndonbt«dly 
copies of thia stamp, with Gothic lettering, 
do exist, and some came over just prior to 
tho emission of the first set of the empire. 
There seems no means of distinguishing 
these latter from those isBued since the 
present republic, and collectors mnat rely 
on the history of the specimens. Can any 
distinction be found in the stamps them- 
selves, which may assist as a guide ? 

CeyioTi.— The sixpence envelope is to be 
found on laid paper, with the lines of Uie ver- 
geiiTe vertical, instead of oblique, as is usual 
in this series: does any one know of other 
values thus impressed ? The variety has 
the seal ornament on the flap with flowera. 



and is therefore of the second series of 
printing. 

iS(. Lonit. — At the last meeting of the 
Philatelic Society, London, on original and 
unquestionably old letter, dated St. Louis, 
17 DecF., 1845, was exhibited. It had a 
10 cents stamp of St. Louis on its back, 
where the address was ; Ihe obliterating mark 
in red ink was circular, BT. LOCia, 18 DECK., 
1845 ; and the face of the letter, as folded, 
bore the word paid in red ink. The letter 
was in German, and from a house in St. 
Louis to its New York correspondents.* It 
bears marks of having been folded and pot 
away vrith papers, and has the regular clerk's 
endorsement of name of sender, date, date 
of receipt in New York; a space for date of 
reply is left but not filled in. The appear^ 
ance of this letter so stamped was decisive, 
in the opinion of the meeting, in favonr of 
ita entire genuineness ; and the members 
present were further unanimons that the 
stamps of St. Louis are pei'fectly authentic, 
and entitled to rank, as M. Berger-Levranlt 
places them in the French edition of his 
catalogue, as an issue accredited by the 
authorities, and therefore in a position above 
the stamps of mere private firms. 



THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY.t 
Thb meeting originally appointed for the 
6th November was not actually held antil the 
18tb, when the members listened with much 

interest to the following papers : — 

1, — On the Envelopes of Germany, by W. A. 

Westoby, Esq., of Paris. 
2.— On the Spanish 12 cuartos of 1857, by 

Mr. Overy Taylor. 
3. — On the Locals of California and Oregon 

(2nd paper), by E. L. Pemberton, Esq. 

An American Dispatch- post local was 

exhibited by the Secretary, still fastened to 

the original envelope, sent from New York 

to London in 1844. 

Mr. Pemberton also sent for examination 
two imperforate 80 c. lanreated French, 
which he had received on a letter. 

• [Ib not thia the eame letter referred to by ua last 
year ? The dates, &e., aie identical.— Ed.] 

+ Our viiual report not having reached us, wo are com- 
pelled to replace it bjr a umpls oatline of tlie prooeedings. 
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THE FIRST BOLIVIAN SERIES. 
Wi borrow from Le TinihrophUe the follow- 
ing additional details respecting this aeries, 
given by the contribator who obtained the 
isfonnation oonceming it which ia reprinted 
in onr number for March last. The world, 
we think, now knows the whole irath about 
these interesting stamps. 

In the first place, the engraver of the 
stamp is Senor Estfuch, of Spanish origin, 
bom in Catalonia, who with his brother was 
in business for some little time at La Paz. 
This ci^, and the American continent itself, 
he left about eighteen months since. His 
brother, and partner, was at Paris three 
months ago, and we may presume that from 
him M. Albis has obtained some of the 
particulars which he relates. 

The correct list for the first edition of the 
series ia as follows : 

5 centavos, dark green. 
pale green. 

apple, or yellow-green. 
10 „ sepia. 

black. 
50 „ orange-yellow. 

yellow, 
pale yellow. 
100 „ slate blue, 

dark blue. 
It irill be seen that the 15 and 20 c. and 
the 1 peso are scored out, it being certaiu that 
as genuine stamps they are nonczistent. 

The second edition was not resolved on 
because, as ia generally supposed, the stamps 
of the.first had been counterfeited, but sim- 
ply to satisfy the puhiic requirements pend- 
ing the arrival of the expected new series 
fiwrnNewTork. It consists of the following 
values and colours : 

5 centavos, violet. 

red- violet. 
50 „ light blue. 

dark blue. 
100 „ dark green. 

The colour of the 50 c. was changed because 
the yellow (the stock of that colour, as we 
understand) had in some way become too 
pale, and without other motive than simple 
fancy, which fancy we presume also dictated 
the change ia hue of the h and 100 c. 



Only a very small number of the sheets of 
this second edition were printed, and the 
paper liiffers from that of the first in being 
thinner, especially for the 50 c. blue. The 
100 c. green is very rare, and the otbera 
far from common, although they are to be 
found in not a few collections. 

The first engraving executed by M. Est- 
mch was that of the 5 c, of which he made 
two steel plates. All the stamps diSbr not 
merely in tbe sketching of the eagle but also 
in the inscription. There were seventy-two 
stamps on a plate, arraug'cd in six rows of 
twelve. The differences between the eagles 
of the two sheets of stamps are considerabie ; 
there are not two alike; the heads, the wings 
above all, and likewise the bodies, present 
such variations that many of these tigarca 
have no resemblance to eagles, but are more 
like pigeons or pheasants. 

The ink employed to print the sheets of 
5 c. green was sometimes so greasy and oily 
as to give the stamps printed by it the ap- 
pearance of paper soaked in oil. 

The second engraving executed was that 
of the 10 c. stamp, and although of a design 
more correct and nuiform than that of the 
5 c, the working was decidedly less success- 
ful, in consequence of the bad preparation of 
the plate which was too much corroded by 
the acid. ^Klany of the stamps are altogether 
indistinct, and it is difBcult to recognise on 
them, not simply an eagle, but any bird at 
all. Some of the impressions, iu lien of a 
figure 10 at the right lower angle, show only 
a I , the cipher not putting iu an appearance. 
In the 10 c, as also ia the 50 and 100 c, 
the ground Is not the same as for the 5 o. 
In this last it ia composed of crossed diagonal 
or rather oblique lines,* whilst in the other 
values the ground in the oval containing the 
eagle is formed of vertical lines simply, and 
the ground of the frame is composed of hori- 
zontal lines without any kind of crossing. 

The ill success of the working of the plate 
of the 10 c. caused the prompt abandonment 
of that stamp, of which oply a small number 



• [This is hardly plain enough : in out own copies 
the ground on whjeh the eagle ia placed is formed of ver- 
tical and oblique lines crosaodj whilst that of the exterior 
frame consiBte wholly of vertical and horizontal linei. — 

.iizoacGoogle 
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of copies 'W^ printed, and the Bolivian 
postal administrution itself withdrew this 
value from circulation after the sale of a few 
sheets, which fact explains the rarity of the 
stamp, eBpeciallj of anobliterated copies. 

The- 60 c., which was the third in order of 
execntiou, is better than the two preceding 
stamps. The type adopted for the eagio 
gives tolerably well the aspect of the bird, 
and although the seventy-two stamps of the 
sheet are all different they still belong to the 
same type, particularly as regards the wings 
and body ; the heed alone preseatfi numerous 
varieties easily distinguishable at a glance. 

In couclueion, the 100 c. was the last en- 
graved, and is by far the best of all the old 
stamps ; the engraving is rather good, and 
the impression very saccessfbl. One pecu- 
liarity in this plate is that in nearly all the 
stamps, the a'b of the word Bolivia are with- 
out the transverse bar. 



EEVIEWS OF POSTAL PUBLICATIONS. 

AJ/red Stnilh ^ Co.'i Dacriptive Price Cala^ 

lonue of the Postage Stampt of All 

Nations. Illustrated wifh upwards of 

100 Engravings. Thirteenth Edition. 

Loudon ; £. Marlborough &. Co. ; Bath : 

Alfred Smith & Co., Office of The 

Stamp-Collector' t Magazine, 

Just in time to serve as a Christmas pieeent 

comes the thirteenth edition of our publishers' 

well-known catalogue. The arrangement of 

the last two editions ia maintained, bat the 

illnstrations are a^in printed alternately in 

black and red, iu lieu of blue and red, as iu 

its predecessor. 

It is needless to add that it has been, to 
Qse the hackneyed phrase, " brought up to 
the present time ; " and for collectors of the 
" English " school it Amusbes a complete 
guide, so for, at least, as design and colour 
are concerned. So much is already given 
for themoney, that we hardly like to suggest 
additions, which would reduce still further 
such microscopical margin of profit as the 
publication may uow leave; bat if our pub- 
lishers are willing to ignore the question 
of profit and loss, and aim only at increasing 
the usefalaess of their already valuable list^ 



we should recommend them to distingaisli 
between all the perforated and nnperforated 
series, and in some cases between the quulity 
or thickness of paper. They admit the prin- 
ciple that it is good to notice such dis- 
tinctions, by separately catalc^ing the perf. 
and utiperf. Hamburg, and the blue and 
white paper New Zeaiands and Trimdads. 
Why not, then, give the AustrJans with 
small and with large perforations — to take a 
prominent example,— and also the nnperf, 
Bahama.1, the watermarked and nn water- 
marked Beljrians, the unperf. and perf. 
Hanoverians, Italiiins, Portuguese, Russians, 
Servians, Ac. Such additions, if they in- 
creased the cost, would certainly augment 
also the value of the catalogue ; and we 
should imagine they would facilitate the 
ordering therefrom, as collectors cauuot now 
specify many of their nanto by a number, as 
th^ ought to be able to do. 

Presenting these suggestions for what 
they are worth, we take our leave of the 
thirteenth edition, with the simple wish, 
that it may spend a short but profitable life. 



POSTAL CHIT-CHAT. 



Obant'b Father fllla the humble offlM 
of poatmastcr of Covington, aa inBiKnificant town in 
Eentuchf. 

UtOTED Statbs PoeT-OFPtCB.— ICsppesra thntinlhe 
fiKal year ending June 30th, 1860, 760,000.000 letters 
pueed through the mule of ijie United Stilei, bcinx iin 
mcreiue of «J, 000,000 over anyprerioui jeu. Thii is 
about 20 letters por heiul for every man, womazi- and child 
in the United Stale*.— 5Tiin«. 

AcoOHB TUB New Would. — The poet-offiee department 
of the United State* govemmenl; kcepe a register of the 

Son Francisco and tho chief eastcm cities. The average 
time between New York and San Fraocieca is seven daya, 
two hours, and twenty-three niinul^s, but frequent trija 

It is intended to redvoa the schedule dme, so as (o bring 
it down bv half a day on the aieroge.—^VniM. 

Tub Hatb of F(hitaob Bbtwhss IIIhoiand and 
Akbbic*..— We learn that the rate of postage between the 
United Btatei and England win very shortly be reduced lo 
3d., orOcenta. The nusBure has long been talkedof, but 
now it seems to have been finally decided on. The result 
will be an immense addition to the correspondence faetweea 
the two countries, and the post-office will in the end ba 
poorer, tor the change. Every reduction 

in hail Jbflt twmit 'rh.it hdw Ti 



hitherto made has had that result, rhe new 
come into effect on the 1st of January neit. Poor... 
migrant* will ba the first to benefit by the visa policj 
•1— '-fo gorernmenta. — Siu> York Ttiati. 



will 



ji eontemplatioii bebie the tvo bronza lUdGs whicb 
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Uie postal ndniinutrBtion hie just put at &B compr of 
Iho tl/iiel dn /'O'/n, at Belli^cuus, and under whith in 
plarad ui in«ori{itiona«rimpieasiti<«Uar— LKTTEB-iW'i. 
iTie jouDK eirl iiuld in her band « letter, but in itux of 

"• — '■- ■■ ■'— 'y appeal ingfoi her pHtronseB, 

I IiesitBted. All at once she 

insieur," said she^ blushingi 

■■m wnion noie niusL i pui my lettorJ" "My child, can 

fBU rearl?" " Nu monsieur." "Ah, well then, look 
ere, — here is the men's gid«, and there the women's 
side. If j-on write to a gentlBnian, pnl it here; if to a 
lady, there." The passer-by looked back when he had 
Kot some distance away— the young girl was putting her 
letter in the gentlemen's box. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 
THE ARMS OF SPAIN. 

7(>/S«fi'(Vor of "TuE Stamp-Collector's Magazike," 



"Herald," Cor his 



of mj article upon ih 



The KtbstitutiDn of the ward azuri for argmt is cer- 
tainly a glaring error, Hud was cauaed throui;h a hatty 
rcviaon of the proof sheets. It would of oourse be de- 
tected by anyone with' the slightest knowledge of the 
study, for, as stated by ''Henld," "oolnur upon colour is 
inadmissiblo." I did not re-read my remarks, or should 
have corrected the niialake in your last number. 

As re^rds the 'Leon lion h^ngpuz-purr^ my authoritTf a 
celebratcdQermauSBiant in the science (Ed. von Schmidt), 
gives it as rolA, Another writer agi'ees with him ; whiiat 
a third terms it purpure, and I am now inolined to the 
latter as being the correct oolour 

While admitting that red roundlets are lermed larltnux, 
and blue ones hu'lti, I must contend that the more generic 
name for ail the tincutures is bezant. It is only anions 
English heralds that a separate name ia given la eaoa 
colour, and by tbem they are now more often descri1>ed as 
(for example) bezant vtrt, and bezant purpart, instead of 
pomty and golpe, respeotively. The other names are, for 
aigiiit, plate; iiMt, ;>elleti iawns, orange; tatiguiiu, 
euze : and for «r, the aioiplo term bezants. 
Youm truly, 

THE WEITEa. 

THE ORIGINALITY OP M. MOENS' DISCOVEHIES, 

AS EXEMPLIFIED IN THE CUREENT 

3 IMBSB-FOSTE. 

31) (Ae SfiVo/ 0/ "The Stamp-Collbctoe's MAOAztHE." 
DEABSiR,~In theeurrent number of Z< Timbrt-Ibiti, 
is an article on the "Twopenny ftueen on Throne Victoria," 
and the formation of the original ptate of the same, illus- 
Itmted by diagrams. Aa I am the mil discoverer or maker- 
up of the plan of the plate, as there given, I am astonished 
to tef mj results published iu Lt rtinin-/birf> as original 
discoveries of the wiiter. I wish to say thatnjf i/iapraBit 
vera ailamtd larrtplitiouily tj/ til ti-rilir of that article, 
and their results published vt'ithout my knowledge or sanc- 
tion — indeed, without so much as tbcbare civility of an ac- 
knowledgement. As not a «oul saw my diagiains vntill had 
rotnade Uie plate (on Dr. Magnus' old model), to my en- 

1 had no intention of publishing iny disooveriea until the; 
had been fully discussed by the FLilateUc Society, both 
out of respect to Dr. Magnus' previous arrangement (from 

of p^cot aceuiacy. M. Mocna had no soch scruples, BOd 



I can only regret that he had not, Ihtti my disooveriea 
would not have been published in an inaccurate and in- 
complete fonn, aa iaa sole woric of the editor of Li 
T„nt,-t-r<>,tt. 

Sirmioffkaa, 

THE TWOPENCE "THKONE" VICTORU. 
Tb th4 Editor- ff "THBaTAMP-CoLLECTOB'S MLaqaei.ik," 

Sib,— I have just read in the Lt Timbr»-ro»ittorthti 
presout month, a paper on "The 2d. Throne Victoria," 
which allogelber Ignores tho fact that it is to the re< 
searuhea of Mr. Pemberton— following up tbo*e of Dr. 
Magnus — that the relative position of these stamps on the 
sheet has been ascertained, and I believe accurately so, as 
(or as the engraved series is concerned. I lately conl- 
municated to U. PI., an earnest continental oMlector, 
the result Of Ur. Pumbcrtou's investi^tiana of the en- 
graved serCea, and the diagram which appears in L» 
llaihri-POtle is copied from that furnished me by Ur. 
Pemberton. To this latter gentleman is also due the 
suggestion that the w. M. lu all probability represents 
tile iuitiats of the engraver, as it la difficult to say why 
this stamp should come in euch a position, unless the 
letters were of some such nature. The pouliun of this 
stump is pretty clearly ascertained, as two pairs are known 
to eiut, conidsling of the 49(h and 50th sidu by ^de, and 
the 40th and 50th lengthwavs. 

These stamps are supposed to have been first engraved 
on metal, as the earlier impressions bear every mark of 
such having been the case. Transfers were afterwards 

..... «.™ . ..^^^..laaDle as "" '"" "" 

those of the ai , 
clear that any research into the proper position of these 
stamps on the sheet should bo made from the engraved 
series, and not from the transfer scries, which is liable to 
all sorts of accidonts in the operation. The Le Timirt- 
Poslt is in fault, therefore, in adopting the Imnsfer seriea 
for its researches, aud it would be well to know which of 
the pairs It menlions are pairs of the engraved series, 
end which are pairs of the transfer saries. 1 mention 
this because it seems to throw a doubt en the supposition 
of Dr. Magnus, that the disposition of the tranflfor seriea 
is not the same aa that of tho engraved series, and that 
the Ilootor was under a delusion when he saw h. m. 
followed by 1, o. Sir. Pemberton, however, has lately 
shown me a pair of the transfer series, where D. i. is 



__^ , therefore, I think, be placed on a sheet 

formed out of single specimens frum the transfer series, 
as to the relative position of the stamps. W e have yet to 
disoover thu arrangement of the stamps in this series, 
and this may possibly be found to vary according to the 
number of transfers which weie taken. 

I am, yours, £0. 
J-aro, ^^ TV. 

THE SYDNEY STAMPS, 
lb llu Editor of "ToB Stamf-Cullectob's MAQAzntE." 
BtB, — The histbry of the design on the Sydney stamps, 
saiit to have been copied from the colonial government 
seal, appears still enveloped in much obscurity. Had it 
been capable of immediate elucidation, the jiresideot of 
the Philatelic Society, whose former connection with the 
colony must have given him such ample facililiea for in- 
formation and research, would, it may reasonably ba 
supposed, have long mnoa enlightened us on the si^Jcct- 



THE STAMP-COLLEOTOS'S MAGAZIHE. [D«c. 1, 



may perhnps gi™ a clue to ferlher discovery, I bpg to 
drav Httention to the foUanini; facts : — 

In Jewitl'a Life of Jotiah WedgtcDO^, it is related, that 
tht irent botanist and travelier, Sir Joseph Banks, after- 
wards Fresidunt of the Rofal Soeiet}-, and in hi);h favour 
with Geore:e III,, eeu t home eontc Australian clay to Wedg- 
wood, in order to hare its canabilidea teatfd aa to whether 
it wasavaibible for pottery. ^LrJ. Banks had accompanied 
Captain Cook in his voyage round the world, was with 
him when he discovered that part of Australia now called 
New South Wales, and was the means of sending out in 
ITSS.thefiist colonists to Botany Bay (no doubt named by 
bun after hisownfurourite pursuit). Itis not improbable, 
thereforti, that he had an idea of catablishine a pottery 
there, as a means of employment for the infant colony. 
Be that as it maf, Wedgwood, after publishing the result 
of his analysis in the " Philoeophioal Transaotions " of 
the Royal Society, of which Sir J. Banks had recently 
been elected president, appears to have made no further 
use of (he small quantity of clay coneigned tn him, except 
to model a beautifully executed medallion, emblematic of 
the rising settlement. But tew copies of this medallion 

forwarded through Sir J. Banks to the far-olf colony, to 
show the iphabitants what their materials would do, and 
thus to entourage their industry. Jewitt, however, gives 
nn cxcelleot engraving from a specimen in the poesesaioB 
of Ur. S. C. Hall, the able editor of The Art Journal. 

It represents a figure of Hope addresang three emble- 
matic figures of Peace, Art, and Labour, on the shore of 
Sydney Cove ; a ship, a tew houses, and a church bcinR 
in die background. Underneath is the word " Etruria," 
the well-known name of Wedgwood's pottery in Stafford- 
shire, and the date, 17S9. 

Hiss Mcteyard. in her more voluminous, but less in- 
teresting life of Wedgwood, gives an engraving of an <ival 
medallion (J ewitt'a is circular), withtbe flguree differently 
arranged, from Mr. Mayer's collection. 

May there not have been also a third variety, from 
■ B, the 
r-Sen connected with the 
Slaffordshire Etruria— Sic/fli(i« Etritria cnnir, by which 
Wedgwood, who was by unwearied industry and perse- 
verance the architect of hie own fortunes, may have in- 
tended to teach the new colonists that thus Ai'a Ktturia 
grew to its then state of prosperity, and that they could 
only hope to prosper by lite means ? 

AS nearly all the specimens appear to have been sent 
■way, it is to the colonists we must look to hunt up a copy 

after all prove, if not the exact pattern of, at least to 
Iwve suggested the Sydney government seal. 

FENTONIl. 



ANSWERS TO COaRBSPONDENTS. 

J, 0, S., Whiteohapel, London.— We believe that there 
■re no agents for tlie sale of JUaeon'i Cain and Stamp 
llagazine in this country ; you must write direct to the 

Sublishcrs, Jfason & Co., 60, Morth Tenth street, Phila- 
elpltia, U.S. If you wish lo subscribe, the annual sub- 
Bonplion is 6/. 

H. M. H, writes us that having seen a most astonishing 
" clearing out of old sto'k," by a stamp-firm at Warring- 
ton, and Deing suspicious of its character, he sent for a 
■heet of stamps on approval. Per return of post he re- 
ceived a sheet of what ho not inaplly terms "bobbin 
labels." On the sheet there were 7B atampe, to be sold at 



forgeries ore propagatedT 

G. W. B.— Pray eitcnse the delay which has occurred 
in replving to your last letter. Funher examination of 
your Mexican proves the watermark to consist of portions 
of the lai«e capital letters n. p, a , which run over several 
stamps. The enistence of this watermark was noticed last 
year.— Tour 6a kr. Austrian, watermarked E. and 60 soldi, 
watermarked H, are, we think, simply errors caused br 
the shifting of the sheets ; still the recurrence of these 
letters on no leas than three values, demands attention.— 
Your No. 3 is forged.— No, i is worth, say, [/6.— NoB. 6 
and 6 are bothgenuine, notwithstanding the differences in 
spelling. 

W. B., Oxford.— Thanks for right of your Greek 5 lent, 
rose, which for your sake we regret to say turns out to be 
a forgery; for tie results of our examination of it we 
refer you to the monthly articls on new issues. Of the 
stamps you send, Nos.- 1 and 19 are originals ; No, 2 is a 
recent emission of the Dominican Republic; 3, a Swiss 
fiscal; 4, a genuine iCoumanian; b, a forged Honduras; 
6, a Brunswick envelope ; 7, a reprint, and 13. a forged. 
Komagna ; S, the Grecian above alluded to ; No. 10 
(Uonterideo) is oandemned by its bearing an English 
postmark, and by the value, which is 86 or OS centesimos, 
in lieu of 60 c, ; the 120 c, (No, 9) is also a forgery; Nos. 
11 and 13 are genuine Modenese; No, 14, an original 
Spanish of 1867; IS, forged Liberian 21 c; 16, the 
genuine large- figure Argentine; 17, a forged Confederate; 
18, a reprint American local. 

SnuiES inquires whether we consider it requisite ia 
collecting to Imvc a number of shadn of the tame stom^ 
and auggeata that very often the differences are the acci- 
dental result of a new mixing of colour. To this inquiry 
we can neither give a direct a tfimntive or negative answer. 
The collection of shades within a certain limit is, we 
think, to he commended, as 6ften it is but a difference of 
shade which distinguishes the priceless original from the 
comparatively worthless reprint : and again, it very fre- 
quently happens that change of shade is accompanied with 
some other more important change, as in the texture of 
t}ie paper, the watermark, &c. ; and each sucoessive shadi) 
marks an epoch in the history of the stamp. Not seldom 
changes of shade are intentional, even where the colour 
substantially continues to belong to the same olass, aa, 
for instance, when the ingredients of the original colour 
are found to be too costly, or some dif&culty occurs in the 
working. Sometimes again, as in the case of the 19 c. 
Confederate blue, the change in hue rcaulta from tha 
printing being entrusted to another firm than the one 
or^nallv charged with the impresrion. To sum up the 
result 01* our observations: where, then, a stamp exists 
in a number of shades. (the 10 c. Sardinio-Italian, tor 
instance), it is sufficient to include three or font of the 
most marked; where there are only two or three closely 
similar shades, it is sufficient to take one ; but whenever 
a shade is indicative of a new edition— the light green 
Heligoland is a stamp in point — we should decidedly suy, 
accept it. and further we should take every strongly- 
marked distinct shade as a matter of course, 'Thus 
much for the guiilance of collectors who have not time, 
space, or inclination to launch into the accumulation 
of varieties ; those who really desire to study stamps 
thoroughly, and not simply to "make a collection," will 
not despise the least important variety, bearing in mind 
that it may pmnt the way to some hilhcdo unnoticol 
but valuable faoL , , , 
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